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Some trailers are attached 
to a tow vehicle’s receiver 
hitch or via a bumper hitch. 
A gooseneck is different from 
traditional enclosed trailers 
both in its namesake shape 
and because of the gooseneck 
hitch attachment within the 
vehicle’s bed. This allows 
a gooseneck trailer to be at-

tached to the tow vehicle over 
the rear axle, which is dif-
ferent from a hitch receiver, 
located at the rear of the ve-
hicle. Also, because of the 
closer proximity of the trailer 
to the tow vehicle, a goose-
neck trailer will typically 
have a tighter turn radius 
over other enclosed trailers.

Know your numbers
Your tow vehicle needs 

to have the capability to 
tow the combined weight of 
the vehicle and the trailer. 
Manufacturers will specify 
the exact numbers for each 
of the four weight limits.

1. Gross Vehicle 
Weight Rating (GVWR): 
The max weight of your 
vehicle’s empty weight 
and all of the passengers, 
cargo, fuel, etc. that the 
vehicle can safely carry.

2. Gross Combined 
Weight Rating (GCWR): 
The maximum weight that 
the fully-loaded tow ve-
hicle and trailer can be. 
It can also just be referred 
to as GVW and refers to 
the weight of the empty 
trailer plus the cargo in-
side. For example, a trailer 
that is 36’ has an empty 
weight of 6,000 pounds 
and a max cargo weight 
of 8,000 pounds for a total 
GVW of 14,000 pounds.

3. P a y l o a d / C a rg o 
Capacity: The maxi-
mum weight of cargo 
that  your  enclosed 
cargo trailer can carry.

4. Towing Capacity: 
The maximum weight 
that your tow vehi-
cle can safely tow.

The tow vehicle
Have a full tank of gas.

The trailer
Inspect the trailer floor 

to make sure it is sturdy and 
clean. If more traction is 
needed, install rubber mat-
ting. Consider replacing 
floor boards that are showing 
signs of wear or rot.  Wood 
floors will rot out sooner if 
not regularly cleaned/remove 
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Know to tow
By Steve Boyles, Ohio State University

Extension beef specialist

ll See Pages 9-10  See Pages 9-10 ll

Your tow vehicle needs to have the capability to tow the combined weight of the vehicle and the 
trailer.

moisture.  Inspect the trailer 
for broken or sharp objects 
protruding into the trailer.

Tires
Improperly inflated 

tires can cause uneven tread 
wear, affect gas mileage, en-
gine wear, and can result in 
a blowout.  If you happen to 
jackknife your trailer, such 
as when reversing, you can 
put a lot of pressure on the 
sides of the tire which can 
also add to premature wear.

Examine the tires for 
signs of dry rot, wear, or 
damage, and make sure that 
all tires, including the spare 
and inside dual tires, have the 
correct air pressure. Consider 
replacing tires at least every 
five years, regardless of use. 
There is a four-digit code 
on most tires. For example, 
as code of 1121 would mean 
the tire was produced on 
the eleventh week of 2021.

Bearings will also require 
grease from time to time.

Lug nuts

Inspect the lug nuts regu-
larly to ensure they are prop-
erly tightened. Use a torque 
wrench to make sure lugs 
meet the manufacture’s rec-
ommendations for tension.

The hitch
Have the correct ball 

size and the connection is 
secure before departure.

The safety chains 
should be crisscrossed and 
connected with enough 
slack to make turns.

Electric wiring and
connection

Trailer connectors 
should match the truck con-
nectors.  Check your con-
nectors for wear and tear 
and test out the connection.

Lights
Check all the lights (brake 

light, turn signals, and tail-
lights) on both the truck 
and the trailer are working.

If you use battery-pow-
ered accessories, ensure that 
your emergency battery is 
charged and ready for use.

Brakes
Inspect the break-

away cable or brake sys-
tem. Manufacturers rec-
ommend that any trailer 
exceeding 1,000 lb. have its 
own brake system, but you 
should also check state reg-
ulations regarding brake 
system requirements.

Test your brake control-
lers and adjust as needed de-
pending on the weight of your 
trailer. The controller has an 
adjustment button (+ or -) and 
sliding lever. You may need to 
use the controller to increase 
braking power (+) for heavier 
loads or decrease braking 
power (-) for lighter loads.

Slowly move forward 
on a level surface and shift 
the tow vehicle transmis-
sion to neutral. Use the 
slide lever on the brake con-
troller to bring the load to a 
stop using the trailer brakes.

If the trailer brakes cause 
the truck to jerk, your trailer 
brakes are adjusted too high. 

Lower the braking power 
until the trailer comes to a 
smooth stop. Remember, an 
empty trailer will have a dif-
ferent gain than a full trailer.

Non livestock cargo
If using the trailer for 

other than livestock, secure 
cargo Inside the trailer: any 
kind of big and/or heavy 
cargo should be tied and se-
cured in place before towing.

The  load
Do your best to balance 

the load over the axles. The 
majority of the weight (85% 
to 90%) should be carried 
over the axles so that only 
10% to 15% of the weight 
is carried on the tongue.  
When using a bumper pull 
trailer, place the heaviest 
animals in the front of the 
axles. Load older and larger 
animals first, followed by 
younger and smaller animals.

When tying animals 
in the trailer, use slip 
knots and tie securely at 
head height in the trailer.
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import
Statistics For 7-28-22

SPECIES: 7-23-2022: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 1,612 1,390 50,293
b. Breeding Males 27 11 1,712
c. Breeding Females 17 1 802
Total 1,656 1,402 52,807
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 149 104 1,115
c. Breeding Females 0 249 4,598
Total 149 353 5,713

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 100 118 3,551
Total 100 118 3,553

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 418 305 7,772
b. Breeding Males 20 13 597
c. Breeding Females 34 43 1,000
d. Geldings 25 31 463
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 11
Total 497 392 9,843

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 102

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 8-2-2022: 1-1-22 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 8,696 276,419

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,558 103,375

A Tex by any other name
There was a time when

anybody from Texas who
made a name in the wider
world was invariably given
a new nickname: Tex. We
point to cowboy singer and
actor Tex Ritter, boxing
promoter Tex Rickard and
jazz saxophonist Tex
Beneke as prime examples.

Tex Avery was another
and I dare say there are
more people familiar with
his work than the other
three combined. Ever
watch a Bugs Bunny, Daffy
Duck, or Porky Pig car-
toon? Then you’re familiar
with Tex Avery’s contribu-
tion to American culture.

Born in Taylor in 1908,
Frederick Bean Avery was
a direct descendant of
Daniel Boone and Judge
Roy Bean. The family was
proud of its connection to
Boone but took pains to
hide their relation to Bean.

Avery’s grandmother
urged him to never tell any-
one of the judge in the fam-
ily closet because “he’s a
no-good skunk.”

Avery graduated from
North Dallas High School
in 1926 when the popular
catchphrase for teens was,
“What’s up, doc?” He stud-
ied art and drawing in
Chicago for a summer but
returned to Dallas that fall
to work odd jobs. A couple
of years later he took a road
trip to California with some
friends. The friends went
back to Dallas but Avery
stayed in California, un-
loading produce trucks by
day, sleeping on the beach
at night, and trying to sell

his cartoons to local papers.
A job at the Walter

Lantz studio as an assistant
animator for “Oswald the
Lucky Rabbit” cartoon
series led Avery to the real-
ization that he wasn’t the
best artist on the lot— far
from it— so he took it upon
himself to learn as much as
he could about every
aspect of production.

By the end of his stay at
the Lantz studio, Avery
had directed two full-
length animated features
and gained the nickname
he would become known

by: Tex. He also lost use of
his left eye during some
playful office hijinks fea-
turing paper clips and a
game of catch.

In 1935 Avery went to
work for Warner Brothers,
where he produced his
best-known work. Working
from an office dubbed
Termite Palace because of
the heavy presence of said
insects,

Avery oversaw a team
that included artist Chuck
Jones and voice-over leg-
end Mel Blanc. From

(Continued on page 12)

In case you haven’t
heard, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has extend-
ed the deadline to apply for
the Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP), indefinitely.
This extension allows for
producers to sign and
return the pre-filled appli-
cation for Phase 1 of the
ERP.

There still remains a
considerable amount of
confusion about what is
represented on the form.
First of all, if you have
received this form, you
have participated and have
received indemnities in
either the Pasture Range-
land Forage (PRF) crop
insurance policy or from
the Noninsured Crop Di-
saster Assistance Program
(NAP) that is administered
through the FSA—or both.

The indemnities listed
on this prefilled form are a
result of indemnities
received in 2020, 2021 and
the early months of 2022.
Specifically, the PRF in-
demnities are those hay-
able or improved grasses

acres listed on your policy
from these time periods.
What is important to note
is that the grazing only
acres of your policy will be
covered through the
Emergency Livestock Re-
lief Program (ELRP) that
will be administered at the
FSA office through the
Livestock Forage Program
(LRP). 

The interesting thing
here to note is that for
ELRP or LFP to kick in for
your county, your county
would have to be declared
in a disaster for those time
periods. For many counties
in Texas, this means that
you would not be eligible
for ELRP or LFP for 2020
or 2021 because your coun-
ty did not qualify. And for
some counties, even the
early part of 2022 had not
yet qualified.

So, for you producers
with PRF policies that have
improved pastures that
have been properly desig-
nated, you most likely will
be eligible for ERP pay-
ments that will really help

you. Remember how your
policy works. Remember
that you are insuring 2-
month intervals that stand
independently of each
other. For example, for my
grid in Henderson County,
my September-October
interval reported at 34.4%
of normal, which was
enough to cover my entire
yearly premium plus about
58%. I had only one other
interval that reported
below normal (73.5%).
The rest of the year was
fantastic. But even with the
dry September-October,
our county was not desig-
nated in the D2 or higher
stage for long enough to
declare the county.

We have told customers
for many years that you
your PRF policy can pay
you indemnities in even the
overall good years—not
just the bad years like 2011
or now 2022. 

Signup time for PRF in
2023 will start in mid-
September, after the new
rates are published. The
lesson I would try to con-
vey to everyone today is
that the PRF policy is here
to help you. Not just in bad
years like we have now, but
in relatively good years as
well. We have a new agent
coming on board this fall to
assist us in helping you. If
you are not covered, please
call soon so that we can get
the ball rolling. If you are
insured but think your
acres may not be classified
properly, give us a call. We
are here to serve your
needs.
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USDA Livestock Export/Import
Statistics For 9-22-22

SPECIES: 9-17-22: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE

a. Slaughter 550 1,163 60,901
b. Breeding Males 74 88 2,054
c. Breeding Females 43 23 961

Total 667 1,274 63,916
2) HOGS

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 4 1,171
c. Breeding Females 2,277 1,219 11,032

Total 2,277 1,223 12,203
3) SHEEP

a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0

b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
4) DAIRY CATTLE

a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 180 0 4,178

Total 180 0 4,180
5) GOATS

a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
6) HORSES

a. Slaughter 190 446 11,046
b. Breeding Males 27 29 861
c. Breeding Females 37 42 1,403
d. Geldings 24 9 588
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 14

Total 278 526 13,912
7) EXOTICS 0 0 109
Total 3,402 3,023 94,320

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 9-27-22: 1-1-22 - Present
FEEDER CATTLE 3,866 323,878

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,871 123,571

The long gone Texon Oilers
In 1923, a former 

scout and lease man for the 
Standard Oil Company 
named Levi Smith be-
came president of the 
newly formed Big Lake Oil 
Company and helped oversee 
development of the Big Lake 
oilfield in west Texas, which 
included the Santa Rita No. 1 
well owned by the University 
of Texas. Big Lake blos-
somed into a going enterprise 
with some 1,200 employees, 
enough for Smith to build his 
own town and name it Texon 
in honor of the Texon Oil and 
Land Company, which drilled 
the fabled Santa Rita No. 1.

 Smith was a veteran of 
the oilfields who had seen 
firsthand the debauchery and 
depravity of typical oilfield 
towns and wanted no part of 
it in his town. In lieu of sa-
loons, bordellos and gam-
bling halls, Texon offered a 
grade school, a church, a hos-
pital, theaters, a golf course, 
tennis courts, an icehouse, 
a swimming pool and other 
amenities uncommon to nor-
mally rough and rowdy oil-
field towns.  The oil industry 
touted Texon as a sterling 
example of a well-ordered 
community and offered it as 
an example of the benevo-
lent nature of oil companies 
toward their employees.

Levi Smith was quite 
a baseball fan too, and he 
sponsored a semi-pro team 
composed of company em-
ployees. The Texon Oilers 
consisted of company em-
ployees along with college 
and semi-pro players who 
needed a job. Smith hired 
them to for work for his oil 

company and play for his 
baseball team against other 
West Texas teams from 
Big Lake, San Angelo, 
Alpine, Fort Stockton, 
and Santa Rita. You could 
call it semipro ball or you 
could call it pro ball and 
you’d be right either way. 

Then, as now, the teams 
that spent the most money 
on acquiring good players 
could usually be counted 
on to win the most games. 
The Oilers won a lot of 
games, including a 16-state 
championship sponsored 

by a Denver newspaper.  
The Oilers also played 

well-known Texas teams like 
the Fort Worth Cats and tour-
ing teams like  the House of 
David, comprised of long-
haired and bearded mem-
bers of the Israelite House of 
David commune in Benton 
Harbor, Michigan. The 
House of David teams won a 
lot more games than converts 
but they lost to the Texon 
Oilers in 1934, their first 
loss in two years. Notorious 
spitballer Snipe Conley, who 

(Continued on page 22)

Last month, I gave you 
a short introduction to our 
new Editor and Graphic 
Artist Crystal Devoll. We 
are truly excited to start this 
new chapter in publishing 
and are glad that Crystal has 
become a part of the team. 
But Crystal is part of another 
team as well. She and her 
husband Kyle Devoll have 
formed a company called 
Cattle Solutions, where 
they work with seedstock 
producers from across the 
country and assist them with 
graphic design, sale cata-
logs, photography, and spe-

cialized marketing projects.
We have known and 

have worked with Kyle 
and Crystal for quite 
some time. And now, hav-
ing Crystal as part of our 
team will be awesome. 

On a less exciting note. 
If you attended this years’ 
Texas A&M Beef Short 
Course in early August and 
listened to our esteemed me-
teorologist Brian Bledsoe, 
then you may recall that he 
was saying that we had a 
chance to get some much-
needed rainfall in late 
August, early September. 

Well for the most part, he 
was right. Most of us did.

But the other concern 
he had was if we didn’t 
get it then, we may not get 
much at all for the rest of 
the year. Looks like he may 
have been right on both 
accounts! Most areas in 
Texas—even a good por-
tion of the Southeast—have 
received little or no rainfall 
for the past two-three weeks.

The forecast? Brian’s 
column is included in the 
week’s paper. I encour-
age you to look it over.

The bottom line is this. 
Most areas got enough rain 
they finally got at least one 
decent hay cutting. Many are 
rolling it up as I write this 
column. And this may prove 
to be our saving grace as far 
as going into this upcom-
ing winter. Imagine where 
we would all be right now 
without those late August 
rains! It could have been 
much worse than even 2011.

If you are insured with 
PRF and have coverage 
in any of these intervals: 
Sep-Oct, Oct-Nov and/or 
Nov-Dec—I expect these 
to be drier than normal. 
But please remember that 
the latter two will not offi-
cially report in 2023. The 
Sep-Oct intervals usually 
reports around Christmas.

The only thing that 
could change our cur-
rent pattern are perhaps 
those potential hurricanes, 
which have been slow to 
produce until recently.

It’s hard to believe that 
October is here. We got our 
first cool morning today (Sep 
27th) and it felt really good!

Visit
www.SOUTHERNLIVESTOCK.com
for all of your advertising needs 

and the latest news and sale 
reports!
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Coalition urges Biden to 
demand farm bill to ‘reflect 

your values’
Source: The Hagstrom Report

Editor’s Note: Please 
note the values cited and 
the groups who are mak-
ing a push to decide agri-
culture’s next farm bill.

A coalition of more than 
160 groups not usually as-
sociated with major farm 
bill policymaking sent a let-
ter to President Biden, Sept. 
13, urging him to demand 
that Congress pass a farm 
bill to “reflect your values 
and build on your admin-
istration’s actions to date to 
reduce economic inequality, 
bridge the nation’s racial di-
vides, end hunger, confront 
the climate crisis, improve 
nutrition and food safety and 
protect and support farmers, 
workers and communities.”

The letter was written by 
a dozen nutrition, farming, 
labor, rural development, 
equity and climate groups 
and sent to more than 150 
groups that agreed to sign it.

Ricardo Salvador, the 
senior scientist and di-
rector of the Union of 
Concerned Scientists Food 
& Environment Program, 
said that the groups con-
sider Biden and his admin-
istration to be “friendly.”

The point of the letter, 
he said, is to urge Biden and 
other officials to maintain 
their policies on matters 
such as infrastructure, en-
forcement of the Packers 
and Stockyards Act, in-
creasing competition, and 
climate change and to in-
sist that Congress provide 
the resources to continue 
and expand those efforts.

Salvador also said the 
coalition has been estab-
lished and the letter written 
with the intent of solidifying 
the coalition as the farm bill 
debate begins. He said the 
coalition wants to make the 
point to the administration 
before it becomes immersed 
in the midterm elections.

“President Biden has 
shown a deep understanding 
of the urgency of confront-
ing the challenges facing 
our country — including 
the climate crisis, racial in-
justice and economic in-
security — and how trans-
forming our food and farm 
system into one that is more 
resilient, equitable and sus-

tainable is key to meeting 
those challenges,” Salvador 
said in a news release.

“The farm bill offers a 

path to build on the historic 
investments in the Inflation 
Reduction Act, boost key 
administrative actions al-
ready taken by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA)  and advance 
the president’s values.”

USDA has such a his-
tory of catering primarily 
to agribusiness and not to 
frontline workers that “a 
lot of folks” in these groups 
“are having to adjust to re-
alize we have a friendly ad-
ministration here,” Salvador 
added in an interview.

He said the coalition rec-
ognizes that the farm bill “is 
a congressional vehicle,” but 

added “it is the president who 
needs to sign the final bill.”

Salvador also said he 
is under no illusion that the 
coalition’s advocacy will 
mean the farm bill does not 
include the traditional pro-
grams that major farm, com-
modity and meat groups 
support, but believes the 
president can insist that it 
include other values as well.

Salvador said a dozen 
groups began meeting in 
2020 to discuss the farm 
bill and that their efforts 
were intensified by the in-
equities that became ap-
parent during the corona-
virus pandemic and the 

current inflationary period.
The original 12 groups 

that agreed on the let-
ter that was sent to the 
other 150 groups are:
• Academy of Nutrition and 

Dietetics
• Center for Science in the 

Public Interest
• Fair Food Network
• Farm Action
• Food Chain Workers 

Alliance
• Good Food For All 

Coalition
• Health, Environment, 

Agriculture and Labor 
(HEAL) Food Alliance

• National Sustainable 
Agriculture Coalition

• Pesticide Action Network
• Rural Coalition
• Union of Concerned 

Scientists
• United Food and 

Commercial Workers 
International Union
The letter outlines what 

the coalition calls “seven cru-
cial values,” but says the top 
priority is that the farm bill 
must be a “racial justice bill.”

Although Latino, Black, 
Native American and Asian 
farmers together make up 
only about 7.7% of the 3.4 
million farmers in the coun-
try, the initial 12 groups 
believed that the issue is so 

(Continued on page 23)
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Texas pecan production below average, 
demand remains strong

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
Texas pecan orchards 

were expected to pro-
duce a mixed bag of re-

sults amid good prices and 
strong demand, according 
to a Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service expert.
Larry Stein, Ph.D., 

AgriLife Extension hor-

A pecan shaker at work during harvest.

ticulturist, Uvalde, said 
the drought and heat 
likely impacted some or-
chards, and 2022 was ex-
pected to be a below-av-
erage year also because 
last year’s crop was heavy.

Pecan trees typically go 
through cyclical performance 
year to year. Heavy crops 
are typically followed by 
lighter yields and vice versa.

Stein said harvest for 
early varieties like Pawnee 
will begin this week, but 
most of the other later vari-
eties will be harvested in 
October. Pecan orchards 
in the Far West were show-
ing good crop loads while 

trees in Central Texas 
were expected to provide 
below-average yields.

“The crop looks good, 

but it is hit and miss this 
year,” Stein said. “If 
you want pecans, I sug-
gest finding them early to 
make sure you get some.”

Texas pecan prices good, 
domestic demand up
Drought will likely mean 

smaller pecan size, but 
Stein said that is not neces-
sarily a bad thing because 
kernels fill out easier. He 
said the widespread rainfall 
should help most pecans, 
but moisture in the form of 
rainfall or irrigation will be 
needed to help kernels fill 
over the next few weeks.

Most commercial produc-
ers have irrigation, which is 
an important factor for pro-
ducing retail-quality pecans. 
The moisture will help trees 
finish the crop, but it will 
also keep the tree healthy 
and help it store food for next 
year’s pecan crop. Stein rec-
ommends 2 inches of water 
at and beyond the drip line 
per week through harvest.

“Drought was stressful 
on the trees, but the produc-
ers who were able to keep up 
on irrigation should be fine,” 
he said. “They’ll continue to 
irrigate to finish the crop.” 

Blair Krebs, Texas Pecan 
Growers Association execu-
tive director, said the pecan 
crop suffered through the ex-
treme heat and drought, but 
producers with a decent crop 
should do well this season. 

Very early retail quality 
Pawnee pecans were selling 
between $2.40 to $2.75 per 
pound in the shell, she said. 
Prices in recent years have 
been between $2 to $3 per 
pound for in-shell pecans and 
around $4 for shelled pecans.  

Krebs said domestic de-
mand for pecans was stron-
ger this year, and export de-
mand from other countries, 
including Mexico, South 
Africa, and South American 
nations, has filled the gap the 
trade war with China cre-
ated for U.S. pecan growers.

Yellow aphids a sticky 
situation

Trees in commercial or-
chards have been relatively 
clean of pests all year due 
to the dry conditions. But 
one pest – yellow aphids – 
are making their presence 

(Continued on page 18)
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ments ERP assistance
recently provided to more
than 162,000 producers
who had received crop
insurance indemnities for

qualifying losses. Nearly
13,000 additional crop
insurance customers are
pre-filled applications
being sent in August to
cover eligible 2020 losses
described above and for
producers with more com-

plex policies where indem-
nities could not be calculat-
ed for 2021 previously.

ERP and the previously
announced Emergency
Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) are funded by the
Extending Government
Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden
signed into law in 2021. The
law provided $10 billion to
help agricultural producers
impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, win-
ter storms and other eligi-
ble disasters experienced
during calendar years 2020
and 2021. Overall, USDA

has already quickly dis-
bursed over $6 billion dol-
lars under ERP and ELRP
with reduced paperwork
for the producer and field
offices.

Additional USDA dis-
aster assistance informa-

tion can be found on farm-
ers.gov, including the Di-
saster Assistance Disco-
very Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and
Farm Loan Discovery
Tool. For FSA and Natural
Resources Conservation

(Continued from page 11)
Deadline...

Termite Palace came Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig, and a whole new way
of looking at animation.
“What’s up, doc?” and “Th-
th-that’s all, folks” became
enduring catchphrases.

The Warner Brothers
cartoons produced by
Avery and his team repre-
sented a sub-genre of ani-
mation. Disney had the
realistic and the cute and
cuddly market wrapped up,
but Avery understood
something very basic about
cartoons that Disney did
not; anything can happen in
a cartoon.

In an Avery cartoon, an
anvil might fall from a great
distance onto the head of
the main character, who is
immediately reshaped as
an accordion, every move-
ment accompanied by an
off-key note. In the next
frame, the character is just
fine and ready to get run
over by a speeding locomo-
tive if that’s what the story
calls for. Generations of
children and adults alike
have praised this as “great
stuff.”

Avery went to work at
MGM after creative differ-
ences with his bosses at
Warner Brothers and
turned out features and
shorts at a furious clip, but
at the expense of his health
and his family. A son died
of a drug overdose and his
marriage dissolved while
he continued to experi-
ment with the endless pos-
sibilities of animation.

In the 50s, Avery turned
to advertising. His work in
that realm included the
Raid commercial where a
bunch of gangster cock-
roaches scream “Raid!”
just before getting sprayed
into oblivion. The short-
lived Frito Bandito was
also a Tex Avery creation.

Avery died in 1980 at
the age of 72, just as the
extent of his contribution
to the art of animation was
beginning to be recognized.
Chuck Jones, who worked
with him at Warner
Brothers, said, “I was as
ignorant of his genius as I
suppose Michelangelo’s
apprentices were oblivious
to the fact that they, too,
were working with genius.”

SLS

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

Service programs, produc-
ers should contact their
local USDA Service Cen-
ter. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, pro-
ducers and landowners
should contact their crop
insurance agent.

SLS

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904
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Beef Promotion Operating Committee 
approves fiscal year 2023 Checkoff Plan 

of Work
The Cattlemen’s Beef 

Board (CBB) announced on 
Sept. 15, 2022, it will invest 
approximately $38.5 mil-
lion into programs of beef 
promotion, research, con-
sumer information, industry 
information, foreign market-
ing and producer communi-
cations during fiscal 2023, 
subject to USDA approval.

In action at the end 
of its Sept. 7-8 meeting 
in Denver, Colorado, the 
Beef Promotion Operating 
Committee (BPOC) ap-
proved Checkoff funding for 
a total of 13 “Authorization 
Requests” – or grant pro-
posals – for the fiscal year 
beginning Oct.1, 2023. 
The committee, which in-
cludes 10 producers from 
the Cattlemen’s Beef Board 
and 10 producers from the 
Federation of State Beef 
Councils, also recom-
mended full Cattlemen’s 
Beef Board approval of a 
budget amendment to re-
flect the split of funding be-
tween budget categories 
affected by their decisions.

Nine contractors and 
three subcontractors brought 
14 authorization requests 
worth $48 million to the 
BPOC, nearly $9.5 million 
more than the funds avail-
able from the CBB budget.

“Producers are behind all 
the decisions that the BPOC 
makes during these meetings 
each September,” said CBB 
and BPOC Chair Norman 
Voyles, Jr. “We carefully 
consider every authoriza-
tion request to determine 
how to use Checkoff dollars 
to drive beef demand and 
provide producers with the 
best possible return on their 
Checkoff investments.”

“As we expected, the 
proposals we reviewed this 
week were remarkably in-
novative, containing many 
thought-provoking ideas and 
concepts. Our challenge is 
balancing the budget while 
also distributing our limited 
amount of Checkoff dollars 
in a manner that we believe 
will best drive beef demand. 
I’d like to thank all our con-
tractors and committee mem-
bers for their hard work and 
careful consideration as we 
all work together to advance 
the entire beef industry.”

In the end, the BPOC 
approved proposals from 
nine national beef organi-
zations for funding through 
the FY23 Cattlemen’s Beef 
Board budget, as follows:
• American Farm Bureau 

Foundation for Agriculture 
– $900,000

• Cattlemen’s Beef Board – 
$1,850,000

• Foundation for Meat and 
Poultry Research and 
Education – $450,000

• Meat Import Council of 
America/Northeast Beef 
Promotion Initiative – 
$550,000

• National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association – $25,720,000

• National Institute for Animal 
Agriculture – $70,000

• North American Meat 

Institute – $360,000
• United States Cattlemen’s 

Association – $450,000
• United States Meat Export 

Federation – $8,200,000
Broken out by budget 

component – as outlined 
by the Beef Promotion 
and Research Act of 1985 
– the FY23 Plan of Work 
for the Cattlemen’s Beef 
Promotion and Research 
Board budget includes:
• $9,400,000 for promo-

tion programs, includ-
ing beef and veal cam-
paigns focusing on beef’s 
nutritional value, eat-
ing experience, conve-
nience, and production.

• $9,000,000 for research 
programs focusing on 
pre- and post-harvest beef 
safety, scientific affairs, 
nutrition, sustainability, 
product quality, culinary 
technical expertise, and 
consumer perceptions.

• $7,470,000 for consumer 
information programs, 
including Northeast influ-
encer outreach and public 
relations initiatives; na-
tional consumer public 

relations, including nutri-
tion-influencer relations 
and work with primary- 
and secondary-school 
curriculum directors na-
tionwide to get accurate 
information about the beef 
industry into classrooms of 

today’s youth. Additional 
initiatives include out-
reach and engagement 
with food, culinary, nu-
trition and health thought 
leaders; media and public 
relations efforts; and sup-

(Continued on page 16)
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SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-23-22
VOLUME: 203
TREND:  Active/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 146-225 120-210
300-400 lbs. 136-170 118-150
400-500 lbs. 125-171 116-163
500-600 lbs. 130-172 122-153
600-700 lbs. 111-163 111-139
700-800 lbs. 110-140 102-135
Slaughter cows 30-81
Slaughter bulls 85-105
Stocker cows 835-860
Pairs —

SALE: Tri County Livestock Market, Inc.
New Summerfield, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-24-22
VOLUME: 934
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 1.75-2.20 1.60-1.80
300-400 lbs. 1.60-2.10 1.50-1.72
400-500 lbs. 1.50-1.88 1.40-1.66
500-600 lbs. 1.45-1.71 1.35-1.55
600-700 lbs. 1.35-1.62 1.30-1.57
700-800 lbs. 1.25-1.60 1.20-1.51
Slaughter cows .25-.84
Slaughter bulls .85-1.06
Stocker cows 700.00-1450.00
Pairs 1000.00-1500.00

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-26-22
VOLUME: 1158
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 162-206 152-182
300-400 lbs. 156-204 146-178
400-500 lbs. 154-200 142-174
500-600 lbs. 146-192 136-170
600-700 lbs. 132-164 124-154
700-800 lbs. 120-154 108-144
Slaughter cows 34-86
Slaughter bulls 74-100
Stocker cows 550-1075
Pairs 875-1550

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-26-22
VOLUME: 1299
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 132-215 132-212
300-400 lbs. 149-225 141-193
400-500 lbs. 148-220 137-178
500-600 lbs. 132-177 132-215
600-700 lbs. 132-160 126-165
700-800 lbs. 127-149 125-135
Slaughter cows 25-80
Slaughter bulls 89-106
Stocker cows 650-1100
Pairs 790-1225

SALE: Mid Tex Livestock
Anderson, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-22-22
VOLUME: 1408
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 141-232 132-210
300-400 lbs. 174-237 150-290
400-500 lbs. 167-210 153-185
500-600 lbs. 159-194 157-190
600-700 lbs. 147-184 150-165
700-800 lbs. 140-159 117-160
Slaughter cows 30-85
Slaughter bulls 65-110
Stocker cows 500-1200
Pairs 800-1300

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-21-22
VOLUME: 851
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 170-220 160-202.5
300-400 lbs. 175-214 160-200
400-500 lbs. 170-212 155-180
500-600 lbs. 160-200 145-168
600-700 lbs. 150-182 135-158
700-800 lbs. 140-165 130-154
Slaughter cows 50-90
Slaughter bulls 60-110
Stocker cows 800-1100
Pairs 1000-1400

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-22-22
VOLUME: 985
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 165-220 145-210
400-500 lbs. 165-215 140-205
500-600 lbs. 150-190 130-195
600-700 lbs. 142-175 125-175
700-800 lbs. 113-165 110-152
Slaughter cows 35-90
Slaughter bulls 80-109
Stocker cows 550-1350
Pairs 650-1475

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 9-22-22

VOLUME: 2702
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 190-226 170-202
300-400 lbs. 190-205 165-180
400-500 lbs. 175-199 160-182
500-600 lbs. 162-178 150-220
600-700 lbs. 151-169 145-163
700-800 lbs. 144-157 138-171
Slaughter cows 35-93
Slaughter bulls 70-1058
Stocker cows 700-1275
Pairs 1025-1550

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-26-22
VOLUME: 1522
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 175-217.50 147-205
300-400 lbs. 174-215 151-200
400-500 lbs. 159-200 157-190
500-600 lbs. 155-210 151-180
600-700 lbs. 148-180 149-167.50
700-800 lbs. 134-150 129-146
Slaughter cows 20-90
Slaughter bulls 80-106
Stocker cows 600-1250
Pairs 1050-1375

SALE: Lampasas Cattle Auction
Lampasas, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-21-22
VOLUME: 469
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 165-245 162-210
300-400 lbs. 173-222 160-190
400-500 lbs. 154-213 154-176
500-600 lbs. 136-178 149-170
600-700 lbs. 139-167 147-158
700-800 lbs. 140-160 —
Slaughter cows 35-83
Slaughter bulls 85-109
Stocker cows 750-1375
Pairs —

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-27-22
VOLUME: 2176
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 140-215 135-192
300-400 lbs. 136-225 131-210
400-500 lbs. 129-196 122-192
500-600 lbs. 125-165 115-161
600-700 lbs. 116-160 109-160
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 68-90
Slaughter bulls 81-110
Stocker cows 610-1675
Pairs —

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-21-22
VOLUME: 647
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 150-190 140-170
300-400 lbs. 160-212 154-215
400-500 lbs. 160-207 162-210
500-600 lbs. 156-180 155-192
600-700 lbs. 151-170 143-150
700-800 lbs. 146-159 138-154
Slaughter cows 40-90
Slaughter bulls 88-100
Stocker cows 700-1025
Pairs —

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-17-22
VOLUME: 1143
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 175-215 170-204
400-500 lbs. 170-210 165-180
500-600 lbs. 170-198 160-181
600-700 lbs. 165-182 155-173
700-800 lbs. 164-177 150-161
Slaughter cows 60-89
Slaughter bulls 85-117
Stocker cows 1050-1500
Pairs —

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-24-22
VOLUME: 1425
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 120-230 120-195
300-400 lbs. 120-230 120-180
400-500 lbs. 120-209 120-175
500-600 lbs. 120-180 120-170
600-700 lbs. 120-164 120-159
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 35-85
Slaughter bulls 70-108
Stocker cows 700-1175
Pairs —

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-23-22
VOLUME: 971
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 150-238 140-247
300-400 lbs. 145-220 132-237
400-500 lbs. 135-222 130-235
500-600 lbs. 130-195 120-189
600-700 lbs. 125-178 110-168
700-800 lbs. 110-158 105-147
Slaughter cows 38-90
Slaughter bulls 55-110
Stocker cows 500-1250
Pairs 550-850

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-23-22
VOLUME: 1247
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 122-215 125-176
300-400 lbs. 173-208 157-179
400-500 lbs. 162-206 152-220
500-600 lbs. 159-184 149-167
600-700 lbs. 157-169 150-165
700-800 lbs. 152-163 140-162
Slaughter cows 25-81
Slaughter bulls 87-108
Stocker cows 74-90
Pairs —

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-24-22
VOLUME: 1221
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 240-245 195-198
300-400 lbs. 215-235 175-185
400-500 lbs. 191-200 167-169
500-600 lbs. 180-188 163-166
600-700 lbs. 165-181 136-158
700-800 lbs. 148-160 —
Slaughter cows 32-83
Slaughter bulls 86-109
Stocker cows 600-1100
Pairs 850-1300

SALE: Columbus Livestock Co.
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-21-22
VOLUME: 850
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 150-232 140-237
300-400 lbs. 145-220 135-180
400-500 lbs. 140-212 130-218
500-600 lbs. 135-174 120-207
600-700 lbs. 130-175 118-202
700-800 lbs. 125-165 115-162
Slaughter cows 40-89
Slaughter bulls 63-110
Stocker cows 850-1350
Pairs 1100-1650

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-27-22
VOLUME: 988
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 125-215 100-195
300-400 lbs. 120-245 100-197.50
400-500 lbs. 120-195 100-172
500-600 lbs. 120-170 100-167.50
600-700 lbs. 120-158 100-152
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 40-86
Slaughter bulls 80-96
Stocker cows 500-1150
Pairs 900-1050

SALE: Karnes County Livestock Exchange, Inc.
Kenedy, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 9-22-22
VOLUME: 518
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 188-220 153-181
300-400 lbs. 166-215 146-180
400-500 lbs. 160-188 147-170
500-600 lbs. 154-179 150-170
600-700 lbs. 139-162 137-155
700-800 lbs. 142-155 128-144
Slaughter cows 20-82
Slaughter bulls 85-103
Stocker cows —
Pairs —

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, September 22, 2022: Total receipts: 922, 
last reported (9-15-22) 1,599, last year 1,270. Feeder cattle 563 (61.1%), last reported (9-
15-22) 1,231 (77.0%), last year 978 (77.0%). Slaughter cattle 221 (24.0%), last reported 
(9-15-22) 272 (17.0%), last year 190 (15.0%). Replacement cattle 138 (15.0%), last reported 
(9-15-22) 96 (6.0%), last year 102 (8.0%). Compared to last week steer and heifer calves and 
yearlings steady to 2.00 lower. Higher yielding slaughter cows steady, thin and low yielding
cows weak to 2.00 lower; slaughter bulls steady. Stock cows and pairs steady in light test. 
Trading and demand moderate. Quality not asattractive as last week. Supply included: 61% 
Feeder Cattle (42% Steers, 49% Heifers, 9% Bulls); 24% Slaughter Cattle (86% Cows, 14% 
Bulls);15% Replacement Cattle (88% Stock Cows, 8% Bred Cows, 3% Cow-Calf Pairs). 
Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 17%.

Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, September 27, 2022: Total 
receipts 6,794, last reported (9-19-22) 6,647, last year 5,874. Feeder cattle: 6,794 (100.0%), 
last reported (9-19-22) 6,647 (100.0%), last year 5,874 (100.0%). Compared to last week: 
Feeder steers steady, except for 6 weights and few 8 weights 3.00-6.00 lower. Feeder heifers 
2.00-6.00 lower. Steer and heifer calves 10.00-15.00 lower. Demand moderate for all classes. 
Several un-weaned calves included today and these selling to limited demand. Quality most-
ly average. Temperatures have cooled off some and in the mid 80’s but extended forecast 
remains dry. Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (52% Steers, 39% Heifers, 8% Bulls). 
Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 41%.

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, September 27, 2022: Sheep and goats: 
Total receipts 6,050, last reported (9-20-22) 7,972, last year 6,585. Feeder sheep/lambs 242 
(4.0%), last reported (9-20-22) 145 (1.8%), last year 821 (12.5%). Slaughter sheep/lambs 
2,727 (45.1%), last reported (9-20-22) 3.201 (40.2%), last year 2,843 (43.2%). Replacement 
sheep/lambs 61 (1.0%), last reported (9-20-22) 810 (10.2%), last year 60 (0.9%). Feeder 
goats 363 (6.0%), last reported (9-20-22) 570 (7.2%), last year 70 (1.1%). Slaughter goats 
2,632 (43.5%), last reported (9-20-22) 3,061 (38.4%), last year 2,594 (39.4%). Replacement 
goats 25 (0.4%), last reported (9-20-22) 185 (2.3%), last year 197 (3.0%). Compared to 
last week slaughter lambs 5.00-10.00 higher. Slaughter ewes steady. Feeder lambs not well 
tested. Nannies and kids steady. Trading and demand moderate. Supply included: 4% Feeder 
Sheep/Lambs (100% Lambs); 45% Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (0% Wooled & Shorn, 63% Hair 
Breeds, 23% Ewes, 11% Hair Ewes, 1% Bucks, 1% Hair Bucks); 1% Replacement Sheep/
Lambs (100% Ewes); 6% Feeder Goats (100% Kids); 44% Slaughter Goats (66% Kids, 24% 
Nannies/Does, 9% Bucks/Billies, 1% Wethers); 0% Replacement Goats (100% Nannies/
Does).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, September 20, 2022: Sheep and 
goats: Light Lambs 10-15 Lower. Heavy Lambs 10-15 Lower. Kids 10-15 Lower. Light 
Kids 10-15 Lower. #1 Wool Lambs 40-60 Lb 120.00-230.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 
120.00-230.00 Cwt. Bbd Lambs (40-60 Lb) 100.00-220.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 
220.00-330.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (60-80 Lb) 180.00-315.00 Cwt. Light Slaughter Lambs 
(45-80 Lb) 180.00-330.00 Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (100-150 Lb) 120.00-200.00 Cwt. Packer 
Ewes 40.00-115.00 Cwt. Sheep Bucks/Rams 100.00-160.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 
Lb) 170.00-420.00 Cwt. #1. Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 170.00-385.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids 
(60-80 Lb) 200.00-335.00 Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 200.00-400.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 160.00-
330.00 Cwt. Lower Quality Kids 100.00-200.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 50.00-200.00 
Cwt. Stocker. Sp/Boex Nannies 250.00-300.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies 30.00-160.00 Cwt. 
Boex Billies 160.00-240.00 Cwt.

For additional market reports go to: www.southernlivestock.com
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Deadline extended and more pre-filled
forms for 2020 and 2021 disasters on the way

Source: USDA
Washington -- The U.S.

Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today announced
that it will indefinitely
extend the deadline for
producers to return the
pre-filled applications for
Phase One of the Emer-
gency Relief Program
(ERP). A new deadline
will be announced after the
last Phase One applications
are mailed and provide at
least 30 days following the
mailing.

Continuing to build on
the initial mailing of pre-
filled applications in May,
the Department will con-
tinue using existing infor-
mation in USDA and crop
insurance files to send
additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week
for potentially eligible
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NA
P) participants. Once appli-
cations from eligible NAP
producers are returned,
these producers are expect-
ed to receive about $105
million in ERP payments
for eligible losses from
2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is now mail-
ing pre-filled applications
to NAP producers through
ERP to offset crop yield
and value losses. To receive
a relief payment, producers
should complete and
return the applications by
announced deadlines.

Producers are expected
to receive assistance direct
deposited into their bank
account within three busi-
ness days after they sign
and return the prefilled
application to the FSA
county office and the coun-
ty offices enters the appli-
cation into the system.

While most crop insur-
ance customers that may be
eligible for ERP Phase One
received the pre-filled ap-
plications in May, there are
some who should expect to
receive a form in August
including:

•Producers who had an
eligible loss in 2020 that
had been recorded in the
crop insurance records as a
2019 loss (e.g., prevented
planting claims); and

•Producers with poli-
cies that required addition-
al information before being
able to calculate an indem-
nity for 2021 losses (pro-
ducers with 2020 losses
would have already re-
ceived that application).

Policies that required addi-
tional information include
Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO),
Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI).

Producers without risk
management coverage

through crop insurance or
NAP and those with shal-
low losses may be covered
by the forthcoming Phase
Two of ERP.

“Catastrophic natural
disaster events in 2020 and
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastruc-
ture from coast to coast,
making it critically impor-
tant to provide assistance

quickly and reduce the
paperwork burden on
these farmers and ranchers
recovering from disaster,”
said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “I was
in North Dakota a few
weeks ago and received
feedback on how well the
streamlined livestock and
crop disaster programs are
working for our producers

and front-line employees.
Like any new process,
there are some kinks to
work out, but we are
addressing them and will
use the streamlined process
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a
minimum.”

USDA estimates that
Phase One ERP benefits
will reach more than 5,200
producers with NAP cover-
age for eligible 2020 and
2021 crop losses. This
emergency relief comple-

(Continued on page 12)
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weighted average of $236
per hundredweight in 2014.
Calf prices peaked in late
October 2014 at around
$283 per hundredweight.

“The beef cattle market
isn’t something that turns
on a dime,” he said. “It
takes time. Cattle are a
long-term cycle, and I sus-
pect this will all play out
similarly to the years fol-
lowing the 2011 drought.”

Anderson’s concern
about the Texas herd this
time compared to 2011 is
that replacement heifers –
the young, future calf-pro-
ducing cows – are at their
lowest point nationally
since USDA began keep-
ing numbers in 1973.

The number of beef
replacement heifers fell to
4.15 million in July, which
represents around 13.7%
of the national cattle herd,
Anderson said. There were
more replacement heifers
available in 2011, but
heifers made up 13.4% of
the herd at the time.

“That means we are
going to see tight supplies
of replacement heifers, and
were it to rain and break
the drought and pastures
recover, we’ll see higher
replacement heifer prices,”

he said. “The absolute
numbers of heifers in 2011
through 2014 are interest-
ing because it indicates a
lot of Texas heifers were
shipped elsewhere. But this
year, we’re already looking
at the bottom in terms of
estimated numbers.”

Anderson said rainfall
spurring winter forages and
good spring growth could
trigger a reversal, but that a
fall and winter with below-
average rainfall could
make conditions even ugli-
er for Texas cattle produc-
ers going into the spring
calving season.

Despite the relatively
good prices cattle produc-
ers are seeing at sale barns
now, they are also dealing
with much higher input and
feed costs compared to a
decade ago. Corn and hay
prices will continue to
weigh on calf prices.

AgriLife Extension
beef cattle specialists are
warning producers to cal-
culate stockpiled forages,
hay rations and potential
feed costs against calf sale
potential. Feeding cows for
extended periods could
exceed expected price
increases on calves.

“If there is any way to

keep young cows and hold
on to some replacement
heifers, we’re going to see
record-high calf prices,” he
said. “I think that’s an
opportunity, but that’s also
easier said than done.”

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled the
following summaries:

CENTRAL: The dis-
trict reported no precipita-
tion and record-setting
high temperatures. Soil
moisture levels were very
short and severe drought
conditions continued. Pas-
ture conditions were very
poor and declining, and
stock tanks were dropping
with some already dry.
Ranchers were reducing
livestock numbers due to
hay shortages and escalat-
ing hay prices. Corn har-
vest was in full swing with
below average yields re-
ported. Few reported corn
yields were exceeding 100
bushels per acre, with most
acres yielding 50-70 bush-
els and some yielding be-
low 50 bushels per acre.
Sorghum was being har-
vested as well with decent
yields reported. Some spe-
cialty crops like double-
crop sesame looked sur-

(Continued from page 13)
Crops...

(Continued on page 15)
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Wheat grazing prospects dim
By Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing specialist

Most years, September 
would be occupied by lots of 
attention to wheat planting 
and budgets for winter graz-
ing of stockers. However, 
the latest Drought Monitor 
shows that 99.97 percent of 
Oklahoma is abnormally 
dry or worse (D0-D4) with 
48.81 percent in D3 and D4 
(Extreme or Exceptional 
Drought). The three maps 
below from the Mesonet 
system show plant available 
water at 4-inch, 16-inch and 
32-inch depths. The dark 
red and brown colors of the 
maps indicate that the soil 
profile of much of the state is 
very dry from top to bottom.

The USDA Crop Progress 
report for Sept. 13 showed 
that 11 percent of Oklahoma 
wheat was planted, ahead of 
the five-year average of four 
percent for that date. I trav-
eled across much of western 
Oklahoma last week and did 
see several planted fields and 
even a couple with wheat 
emerged. In many cases the 
wheat is being “dusted in”, 
planted in dry soil, hoping 
that rain will be forthcom-
ing to germinate the wheat. 
Whether wheat is planted 
with enough moisture to 
germinate or is waiting for 
rain to emerge, the dry soil 
profile means that addi-
tional timely rains will be 
needed to sustain a wheat 
stand. The forecast for the 
next week or more is for un-
seasonably (maybe record!) 
warm temperatures with lit-
tle chance of precipitation. 
Wheat grazing prospects 
look dim and risky this fall.

The widespread drought 
conditions mean that I have 
received far less than the 
usual number of questions 
about the economic pros-
pects for winter stockers this 
year. Nevertheless, there may 
be some grazing opportuni-
ties in some places. Stocker 
budgets are driven by the 
overall level of cattle prices 
and the relationship between 
purchase prices for light-
weight stockers and the ex-
pected price of heavy feeder 
cattle later. The difference in 
the purchase price and selling 
price of stocker cattle is the 
rollback that determines the 
gross value of gain for add-
ing weight to feeder cattle. 
The stocker price rollback 
is the mirror image of the 
cost of gain for feedlots be-
cause feeder markets reflect 
whether it is cheaper to put 
weight on feeder cattle in for-
age-based stocker programs 
before they arrive at the 
feedlot or with grain-based 

rations after placement in 
the feedlot. Southern plains 
feedlot cost of gain for steers 
is roughly $1.25 - $1.30/lb. 
currently, so stocker value of 
gain will typically be about 
that same level. For exam-
ple, using current Oklahoma 
feeder prices, the value 
of 300 pounds of gain on a 
475-pound steer is $1.29/
lb. Moreover, for stockers 
that will be marketed after 
winter grazing, there is cur-
rently about a $7.00/cwt. 

increase in Feeder Futures 
prices between the nearby 

and March contracts which 
adds even more to the value 

of gain. In other words, 
if winter stocker grazing 

is possible, the budgets 
look attractive at this time.
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Texas A&M AgriLife to lead historic investment in Texas’ 
efforts to become ‘climate-smart

By Kay Ledbetter, Texas AgriLife Today

Climate-smart beef is only one of the projects started in 
the 70 grants announced by the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Courtney Sacco)

Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research is anticipating the 
largest competitive grant in 
the organization’s history, 
up to $65 million, to exe-
cute a five-year multi-com-
modity project to work 
with Texas’ large agricul-
tural sector on expanding 
climate-smart agricul-
ture and forestry practices

The grants are not just 
historic for The Texas 
A&M University System, 

but for the nation, as part 
of a federal investment in 
70 partnerships recently 
announced by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

According to the USDA 
announcement, these federal 
projects will expand markets 
for climate-smart commodi-
ties, leverage the greenhouse 
gas benefits of climate-smart 
commodity production, and 
provide direct, meaningful 
benefits to production agri-

culture, including for small 
and underserved producers.

“We are proud to lead 
this major effort,” said 
Chancellor John Sharp. “The 
diversity of Texas’ climates, 
soils and agriculture allows 
a carefully crafted Texas 
Climate-Smart Initiative to 
serve as a model for future 
climate-smart programs na-
tionwide. This grant further 
cements Texas A&M as the 
No. 1 research university in 

Texas and the Southwest.”
“Production agriculture 

is the backbone of the Texas 
economy,” said Jeffrey W. 
Savell, Ph.D., vice chan-
cellor and dean for Texas 
A&M Agriculture and Life 
Sciences. “This grant proves 
that when we assemble a 
team of expert researchers 
and leaders, while simul-
taneously staying focused 
on being responsive to the 
needs of Texas and key pri-

ority areas, that real magic 
can happen. We’re proud to 
be creating meaningful solu-

tions for the people of Texas.”
Project partners will 

be tasked with providing 
technical and financial as-
sistance to producers to 
implement climate-smart 
production practices on a 
voluntary basis on working lands.

“Sustainable produc-
tion systems that strengthen 
economies and bolster human 
health are cornerstone pri-
orities for our research en-
terprise,” said Cliff Lamb, 
Ph.D., director of AgriLife 
Research. “Over the next 
five years, we will build on 
all the competitive advan-
tages that make AgriLife 
Research the premier agency 
to lead a research initiative 
of this magnitude in Texas.”

Texas A&M AgriLife’s 
internal members for 
this initiative include 
AgriLife Research, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service, Texas A&M Forest 
Service and the Texas A&M 
College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences.

For The Texas Climate-
Smart Initiative, AgriLife 
Research will partner with 
the Texas Soil and Water 
Conservation Board, Prairie 
View A&M University, 
University of Texas – Rio 
Grande Valley, Tarleton 
State University, BCarbon, 
Nori, Plains Cotton 
Growers Association, Texas 
Wheat Producers Board, 
Texas Corn Producers 
Board, Texas Sorghum 
Producers Board, Texas 
Rice Producers Board, U.S. 
Rice Producers Association, 
Texas Organic Farmers and 
Gardeners Association, 
Texas International Produce 
Association, Texas Citrus 
Mutual, Texas Pecan 
Growers Association, 
Texas Small Farmers and 
Ranchers Organization, 
100Ranchers, Texas Cattle 
Feeders Association, Texas 
Association of Dairymen, 
Texas Poultry Federation, 
Texas Forestry Association, 
Texas Chapter of National 
Women in Agriculture, 
Global Revive, Small 
Producers Initiative and 
American Plant Food.

(Continued on page 20)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Greetings!
After a brief respite, it 

seems La Niña is still with 
us.  No rain and above av-
erage September tempera-
tures did not make a good 
combination. Some folks 
did get to see the grass green 
up, though.  We aren’t out 
of it yet, as cattle continue 
to be heavily marketed. 
Hopefully, things will return 
to some semblance of order.

The ICA State Board of 
Directors met recently, and 
I am happy to report that it 
was a successful meet-
ing.  Please reach out and 

let us know your thoughts 
and concerns. We represent 
and want to hear from you.

Membership contin-
ues to grow; a couple of 
chapters have been reju-
venated and a couple new 
ones are in formative stage.

The Central Texas 
ICA All Breed Bull & 
Commercial Female Sale is 
scheduled for Oct. 21, 2022, 
in Gonzales. There will 
be quality livestock from 
some good herds.  Please 
come out and support your 
fellow ranchers and ICA.

Kerry Wiggins

Next month is my last one 
as a livestock specialist work-
ing for Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension. My decision was 
not hasty, I made it over six 
months ago on a drive back 
from a convention in Ft. 
Wort.  I have had a long time 
to reflect on how the last 35 or 
so years have gone very well, 
especially due to my involve-
ment with your Independent 

Cattlemen’s Association.
My first involvement 

with ICA was through Jim 
Selman with the Gonzales 
County ICA Chapter. He con-
tacted then County Extension 
Agent, Orville Wright, who 
asked me to come do a pre-
sentation about breeds of cat-
tle. The meeting room was 
very full and as a young spe-
cialist I was pretty green, but 
everyone made me feel com-
fortable and welcome. That 
engagement began a long 
relationship not only with 
the Gonzales ICA Chapter, 
but also with the Guada-
Coma, Victoria-Crossroads, 
Southeast, South Central, 
Rio Grande Valley and oth-
ers, and especially ICA itself. 

On Sept. 14th, the ICA 
Board of Directors met for the 
first time under Kerry Wiggins’ 
leadership as ICA president.

Several items were dis-
cussed and actions taken. A 
resolution was passed by the 
full board to encourage the 
Texas Railroad Commission 
direct attention to the issues 
of abandoned oil and gas 
wells. The resolution en-
courages the Texas Railroad 
Commission to locate and 
identify orphaned and P13 
wells, safely secure them, 
and the commission’s sup-
port for funding of this effort.

The ICA Legislative & 
Regulatory Affairs Committee 
also met to consider the or-
ganization’s support of the 
A-PLUS Act. The A-PLUS 
Act would amend the Packers 

& Stockyards Act to allow for 
small and mid-sized packing 
facilities to retain ownership 
in a livestock auction barn. 
The committee tabled the dis-
cussion to take up in January.

The ICA state office is a 
resource to your operation 
and advocates for the in-
terests of cattle producers. 
If you have any questions 
or would like to become a 
member, please call the state 
office at (512) 620-0162.

I think Carolyn Short has 
my number on speed dial. I 
have always considered it an 
honor and a privilege to work 

with and speak at ICA events.
ICA and its chapters 

have had a long and pro-
ductive relationship with 

(Continued on page 24)

My last one

Proudly 
representing 

cattlemen 
since 1974!

www.icatexas.com
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Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..

GGG OOO NNN ZZZ AAA LLL EEE SSS

LLL III VVV EEE SSS TTT OOO CCC KKK MMM AAA RRR KKK EEE TTT,,, III NNN CCC ...

SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
We’re excited, our Mid-

Tex Meet & Greet on July
26th had over 30 attendees
and was full of energy. Our
meeting began with a light
supper in the state office in
Lockhart and everyone
mingled and met each
other. Our ICA Executive
Director, Cooper Little,
started the meeting for us

and introduced Kerry Wig-
gins, ICA’s new president.
Joe Kelly, a founding ICA
member,  was in attendance
along with Tommy Jack-
son, chapter president and
Karen Bell, chapter treas-
urer. Dr. Bill Selman was
our guest speaker and he
gave all of us valuable
information on cattle vac-
cines and how to obtain

them with the new state
laws.  

It was enthusiastically
approved that our next
meeting will be held on
Aug. 23, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at
Chisholm Trail BBQ,
Lockhart, Texas, which is
our former venue. We look
forward to this second
meeting to vote on officers
and committee members to
help us invigorate our
chapter.

South Central Texas
ICA Chapter

South Central Texas
ICA (SCTICA) had a
member meeting on

(Continued on page 8)
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Mid-Tex ICA
 Howdy from the 

Mid-Tex ICA chapter! We 
hope everyone is doing 
well and is growing grass-
-not fighting grasshoppers 
and army worms. I think 
we can agree that we are all 
looking forward to a cooler 
upcoming fall. It will be a 
great relief from this hot, 
humid September weather 
we have been having. Let’s 
hope all of us that have hay 
get another cutting and those 
that need it can find some 
good, reasonable hay to buy. 

The cattle market the 
last month has been trend-
ing steady to a bit higher 
each week. It has been re-
ally nice to have such a high, 
steady market the last few 
months when the weather 
has been so unpredictable. 

Please note the annual 
2022 CTICA All Breed 
Bull and Female sale will 
be held Oct.19-21, 2022 in 
Gonzales, Texas at the JB 
Wells Park. The sale starts 
at 11 a.m. on Oct. 21st and 
the cattle will be received 

starting on Wednesday. For 
information on consigning 
your cattle, please contact 
the state office at (512) 620-
0162 or Tommy Jackson at 
(512) 217-5049. Details are 
also on www.ICATexas.com.

Our next Mid-Tex chapter 
meeting is set for Tuesday, 
Oct. 25, 2022, 6:30 p.m. 
at Chisholm Trail BBQ in 
Lockhart. We hope to see 
more new and familiar faces. 
Pray for rain and for the USA! 

Madison Bexley
Victoria-Crossroads ICA 

Our next chapter meeting 
is Oct. 20th at 6 p.m. at the 
Sky Restaurant. We will be 
planning our upcoming fund-
raiser. Our chapter will have 
a booth at the South Texas 
Farm & Ranch Show on 
Oct. 26-27th at the Victoria 
Community Center and our 
ICA Executive Director, 
Cooper Little will be at the 
booth. Come by and see us! 

Thanks, Kyle Motal
South Central Texas ICA

The South Central Texas 
Independent Cattlemen’s 

(Continued on page 12)
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Association (SCTICA) is 
pleased to announce two 
SCTICA directors have 
been added to the ICA State 
Board. Susan Gonzalez and 
past SCTICA President Gus 
Gonzalez were voted on the 
ICA Board at the Sept. 14, 
2022 in Lockhart, Texas. 
The ICA State Board meets 
quarterly and is lead by ICA 
Director, Cooper Little. 

“Having Susan and Gus 
join ICA at the state level is 
a great addition, as both bring 
positivity and knowledge 
to the group,” said Laurie 
Miller, SCTICA president. 

We hope to see you at 
the 18th Annual SCTICA 
Windy Miller Team Roping 
at Cowboy Fellowship 
in Jourdanton, Texas, on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022.

Happy Trails, Laurie 
Miller

East Texas ICA
The East Texas Chapter 

of ICA met at 1855 
Steakhouse & Saloon in 
Palestine on Tuesday, Sept. 
20.  Approximately 25 at-
tendees heard an informa-
tive presentation by Dr. 
John Hutcheson, DVM 
of Merck Animal Health. 

Dr. Hutcheson addressed 
proper vaccine handling and 

administration techniques 
to ensure higher immune 
responses in grown cattle 
and in calves. He stated that 
vaccines are extremely frag-
ile and should be stored be-
tween 35-45 degrees F. An 
inexpensive thermometer for 
the vaccine refrigerator or 
cooler is a wise investment, 
according to Dr. Hutcheson. 

Immune response is also 
dose dependent with killed 
vaccines requiring two doses 
to be effective. While mod-
ified live vaccines are la-
beled as requiring one dose 
only, Dr. Hutcheson recom-
mends a second dose with 
those vaccines be given to 

young calves while they 
are still on the ranch to pro-
vide optimal immune sup-
port before those calves be-
come stressed at shipping 
time. The best injection site 
for vaccines is the neck, 
with those vaccines being 
injected subcutaneously.

Immune response is also 
affected by the parasite load 
that cattle are carrying at 
the time of vaccination. Dr. 
Hutcheson recommends 
using two classes of de-
wormers at the same time 
for effectiveness and to curb 
resistance issues. Use of an 
Ivermectin to control both 
internal and external par-

asites should be accompa-
nied by a benzimidazole to 
get tough internal parasites 
and fight resistance. Cattle 
deworming doses should 
be individualized for each 
animal based on its weight. 
Underdosing allows par-
asites to become resistant 
to the dewormers. Dosing 
amounts and schedules are 
listed on the product label and 
should be followed closely. 

A third class of de-
wormer, Levamisole, is 
recommended for yearling 
calves, with dosing done at 
day zero, day 28, and day 56. 
A fecal sample taken 7 days 
after levamisole treatment 

Chapter...
(Continued from page 10)

can help determine how ef-
fective the treatment is. The 
sample should be about golf 
ball size, sealed in a plastic 
bag and stored in a cooler 
while being transported to 
prevent egg hatch which will 
affect the lab results. Kirk 
Smith, owner of the Anderson 
County Livestock Exchange 
at Elkhart, offered free tests 
on fecal samples brought to 
his facility. Dr. Hutcheson 
recommended the samples be 
taken from younger animals 
for the most accurate results. 

During the business 
portion of the meeting, 
Kimberly Ratcliff was 
elected president of the chap-
ter. Andy Young was elected 
vice-president. ICA execu-
tive director Cooper Little 
encouraged members to fol-
low ICA on Facebook and 
Instagram.  The next meet-
ing will be on Dec. 6 at 1855 
Steakhouse & Saloon, with a 
meal at 6 p.m. and the meet-
ing beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Submitted by Lillian Reed
Gonzales  ICA

The Gonzales ICA 
Chapter is gearing up for 
the ICA Central Texas 
All Breed Bull & Female 
sale to be held 11:00 am on 
Friday ,Oct. 21 at the JB 
Wells Arena in Gonzales.

Silveus Insurance Group 
agent Jim Banner discussed 
crop insurance products as 
guest speaker at the Gonzales 
ICA Chapter meeting and 
meal, Thursday Sept. 29 
The meal was sponsored by 
Silveus Insurance Group. 

The Gonzales ICA 
Chapter routinely supports 
youth livestock shows in 
Gonzales, Waelder and 
Nixon-Smiley and main-
tains the Gonzales County 
brand monument situated on 
the grounds of the Gonzales 
County Courthouse.

Submitted by Steve 
Sucher

Southeast Texas ICA
Greetings from the 

Southeast Texas ICA 
Chapter.  We have had a cou-
ple of weeks without much 
rain, so everyone is baling 
hay and getting ready for the 
winter.  Hopefully, it will be 
dry enough in October for 
us to get our groundwork 
done and rye grass planted.  
I will say that I have one of 
the best crops of goat weed 
that I’ve grown in years so 
maybe we will have some 
good dove hunting as well. 

Our 31st Annual 
Drawdown fundraiser is 
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 
22 in Winnie, Texas.  We 
are in the middle of getting 
auction items and reach-
ing out to our sponsors.  A 
great deal of preparation 
goes into making this a suc-
cessful event and a great 

(Continued on page 16)
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1-866-556-7446

WEATHER WISE SPONSORED BY:

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me an

email… Brian Bledsoe, 
brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

I will have chatted with many of you at
the 2022 Beef Cattle Short Course, but
wanted to give you a peek at what the latest
models are saying for the rest of 2022.

NMME Model
Precipitation Forecast

September

October

November

December

EURO Seasonal Precipitation Forecast
September

October

November

December

You can see that both models have roughly the
same forecast. The potential for some tropical
storm/hurricane rain early in the fall, and then both mod-
els turn sharply drier. This is not surprising, given we are
still very much in a La Niña, and it may intensify as we
head into the fall and early winter. The graphic below
shows the probabilities that we’ll remain in La Niña, for
the next several months.

You can see that there is a greater than 50% chance
that we’ll remain in La Niña through December, January,
February. I actually think that probability is a bit low, but
we’ll see how it pans out.
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What happens after La Niña ends? I get this 
question a lot and it is always a tough one to 
answer. Why? Well…1) La Niña is still firmly in 
control and 2) The PDO (Pacific Decadal Os-
cillation) is still quite cold/negative. So, to pro-
vide a good speculation on what will happen, 
I would first like to see one of these things 
change. However, that hasn’t happened. For 
now, let’s just say that La Niña ends later this 
winter and the PDO warms up a bit. Is La Niña 
expected to do that? Yes. The graphic below 
shows strong probabilities of that happening 
late this winter.

The overall forecast also calls for neutral 
conditions by spring, with a possibility of an 
El Niño by later next year. On the other hand, 
the PDO has really shown no signs of warm-
ing up. Here is the PDO trend for this year.

As you can see, it is still quite cold/nega-
tive, and has not shown any signs of chang-
ing. This also begs the question: When was 
the last time we had a strongly negative PDO 
and a triple dip La Niña? The answer? From 
late 2010 through early 2013. What did the 
transition look like as those things changed? 
Well, here is how the PDO evolved…

You can see it was strongly negative in Oc-
tober of 2013, came back to neutral by spring 
of 2014, and then went into a warm/positive 
model thereafter. That transition was huge, 
because it allowed an El Niño to develop, 
which allowed for some pretty significant pre-
cipitation for drought stricken areas.

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me 
an email... Brian Bledsoe,

brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

Here are the precipitation anomalies that 
occurred as we finished 2013.

Here are the January - May 2014 precipita-
tion anomalies…

You can still see the impact of the La Niña 
hangover and the linger cold/negative PDO…
just look at all that drier than average in Cal-
ifornia, Desert Southwest, and in the Plains. 
Classic negative PDO precipitation signature. 
However, this really changed during the back 
half of 2014, as the PDO warmed and we were 
more removed from the La Niña.

Many areas that were drier than average 
for months, suddenly became wetter than av-

erage. Some areas still struggled a bit, note 
East Texas. However, that quickly changed as 
we entered 2015 and dealt with a pretty stout 
El Niño. Here are the precipitation anomalies 
from all of 2015.

So, are we going to see a transition simi-
lar to what happened in late 2013 and 2014? 
To be honest, I really don’t know. However, 
this is the last sample we had of this type of 
transition. Could this be an analog situation to 
where we are right now? Despite my uncer-
tainty, I am giving it a strong look. However, I 
would certainly want to see the PDO warm a 
bit, before I start to get excited. Once the PDO 
starts to warm, we can possibly start making 
some plans to capitalize on this change. Fin-
gers crossed.

Brian
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Veterinary Science Certificate Program celebrates growth
Expanded summer camps extended education to youth across Texas and beyond

By Kay Ledbetter, Texas AgriLife Today

Veterinary Science Certificate Program students learn 
about instruments used in large animal practices during 
a camp at West Texas A&M University. (Photo by Shan-
non Sullivan)

Youth with a budding in-
terest in veterinarian careers 
are getting more significant 
exposure to the Veterinary 
Science Certificate Program, 
VSCP, of the Texas A&M 
Agr iLi fe  Extens ion 
Service, thanks to an expan-
sion in available summer 
camps, according to Nikki 
Boutwell, VSCP coordina-
tor, Bryan-College Station.

The Veterinary Science 
Certificate Program is a na-
tionally recognized program 
designed for students inter-
ested in becoming a veteri-
nary assistant. Participating 
students are typically in-
terested in pursuing an 
associate, undergraduate 
or graduate degree in the 
veterinary science field.

Boutwell said her goal is 
to provide widespread op-
portunities for students who 
otherwise would not have 
access to the program. This 
includes expanding the pro-
gram and increasing aware-
ness of all students, parents, 
adult leaders, teachers, and 
administrators regarding 
the distance-based educa-
tion course that can lead 
to a Certified Veterinary 
Assistant certification.

“We want to get more 
exposure any way we can 
for kids and the program,” 
Boutwell said. “I hear peo-
ple say, ‘I didn’t know this 
was available; I wish this 
had been around when I 
was going to school,’ and 
that’s what I’m trying to do 
– expand the availability.”

Helping her make that 
a reality are Susan Culp, 
DVM, retired and previous 
VSCP coordinator, and Dee 
Ellis, DVM, a Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research veter-
inarian in Texas A&M’s 
College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences.

Expanding first over the 
summer with more camps

Boutwell said the first 
expansion they made 
was to host two addi-
tional day camps during 
the summer, bringing the 
total to four. About 50 stu-
dents attended each camp.      

“These camps provide 
exposure to vet medicine 
for rural students who don’t 
have an option for the cur-
riculum piece,” she said. “If 
we can grow the staff, we can 
grow the program. We want 
to try to include another lo-
cation next year. We still 
have to turn people away, 
but fewer this year because 
we could offer more camps.”

The camps included:
• East Foundation San 

Antonio Viejo Ranch in 
Hebbronville – This camp 
focused on cattle, wildlife 
and land stewardship. Two 
school groups – one from 
Laredo Independent School 
District, ISD, and another 
from United ISD in Laredo – 
attended, as well as students 
from all over Texas. Students 
got  custom-designed 
camp t-shirts for the East 
Foundation camp. Several 
veterinarians drove in to 

help, including Ellis, Pancho 
Hubert, DVM, with the Tejas 
Veterinary Clinic in Corpus 
Christi; Terry Hensley, 
DVM, TVMDL assistant di-
rector, College Station; and 
T.R. Lansford, DVM, as-
sistant director of the meat 
safety assurance section 
with the Texas Department 
of State Health Services.

•McMullen County 
in Tilden — This camp 
was a collaboration with 

Lansford and his wife 
Christy Bramwell Lansford, 
AgriLife Extension agricul-
ture and natural resources 
agent, and Amy Jo Kollman, 
4-H and youth development 
agent, both in McMullen 
County. It provided the stu-
dents with hands-on experi-
ence with injection methods, 
calf pulling and dystocia, 
plus enabled them to learn 
about veterinary instruments 

(Continued on page 17)
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occasion for our members, 
friends and sponsors to get 
together.  All our drawdown 
tickets are sold out. However, 
if you are interested in 
being a sponsor or would 
like to attend, please con-
tact myself or Debbie Riley.

Submitted by Bill Kiker
Guada-Coma ICA

Howdy again, folks.  
Our club had a quiet sum-
mer as a lot of folks were out 
of town and on vacation.  A 
good portion of our members 
had good rain and some of 
us, like me, settled for a few 
tenths at a time.  We came 

from Sutherland Springs this 
morning and a lot of hay has 
been harvested and there is 
more to cut.  That was a sweet 
spot for Wilson County.

Our chapter meet-
ing was at Seguin Cattle 
Company on Sept. 26.  Our 
newly appointed Police 
Chief, Jason Brady, shared 
a few of his thoughts and 
comments about his new 
leadership role with the 
Seguin Police Department.

We also made plans for 
our Christmas Party to be 
held at the Texas Heritage 
and Agriculture Center, 
fondly called the Red Barn.  
It is slated for Dec. 4.  A live 

auction and a silent auction 
will be some of the fund-
raisers.  Monies go towards 
scholarships.  We gave six 
$1,000 certificates this year. 
Members are looking for-
ward to our signature rib-eye 
steak, desserts and a fun time.

 We wish to express 
our heartfelt sympathy for 
the Luensmann family for the 
loss of Richard Luensmann 
of Marion, brother to Benno 
and Otto’s Luensmann of 
the Seguin Cattle Company.  

Until next time, 
there will be more.  

Carilyn John, reporting
Colorado Valley ICA
Members of the Colorado 

Valley ICA prepared ham-
burgers for the Fayette 

County Junior Commercial 
Heifer Sale, on Aug. 27th.

The following CVICA members prepared and served 
the hamburgers with condiments:  (left to right). David 
Karisch, Les Mallory, Bill Sickon, Steve Janda, Raelee 
Denham, Tara Sickon, Horace Drisdale, Dr. James Tie-
mann DVM and Ron Denham. Submitted by Steve Janda.

Chapter...
(Continued from page 12)

ply chain engagement.
• $2,630,000 for industry 

information programs, in-
cluding dissemination of 
accurate information about 
the beef industry to counter 
misinformation from an-
ti-beef groups and oth-
ers, as well as funding for 
Checkoff participation in 
the annual national indus-
trywide symposium about 
antibiotic use. Additional 
efforts in this program area 
include beef advocacy 
training and issues/crisis 
management and response.

• $8,200,000 for foreign 
marketing and education, 
focusing on 13 regions, 
representing more than 90 
countries around the world.

• $1,850,000 for producer 
communications, which 
includes investor outreach 
using national communi-
cations and direct commu-
nications to producers and 
importers about Checkoff 
results. Elements of this 
program include ongo-
ing producer listening and 
analysis; industry collab-
oration and outreach; and 
continued development 
of a publishing strategy 
and platform and a state 
beef council content hub.
The full fiscal 2023 

Cattlemen’s Beef Board bud-
get is approximately $42.7 
million. Separate from the 
authorization requests, other 
expenses funded include 
$270,000 for program evalu-
ation; $585,000 for program 
development; $200,000 for 
Checkoff communications 
resources; $550,000 for 
USDA oversight; $210,000 
for state services; $270,000 
supporting services and liti-
gation; and $2.1 million for 
CBB administration. The 
fiscal 2023 program bud-
get represents a decrease of 
slightly less than 1% per-
cent, or $350,800, from the 
$38.9 million FY22 budget.

For more information 
about the Beef Checkoff and 
its programs, including pro-
motion, research, foreign 
marketing, industry infor-
mation, consumer infor-
mation and safety, contact 
the Cattlemen’s Beef Board 
at 303-220-9890 or visit 
DrivingDemandForBeef.
com.

Beef ...
(Continued from page 5)

Visit
www.

SOUTHERN
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and career opportunities. 
Two of the day camps 

were held back to back in El 
Paso in early July. The plan 
was to only have one day 
camp, but the registration 
was sold out in two days, so 
Boutwell said they decided 
to host a second one. Schools 
from Hereford, Van Horn 
and Monahans, all the way 
west to Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, brought students to 
the day of learning. In con-
junction with the Canutillo 
ISD Agriculture and 
Veterinary Science program, 
Boutwell collaborated with 
the AgriLife Extension team 
in El Paso County. Students 
learned about working with 
cattle, horses and goats. 
They also learned about par-
asites and how to use micro-
scopes and prepare needles 
and syringes for injections.

Overnight camps offer 
unique experiences

Boutwell said they were 
also able to offer more in-
tensive overnight camps to 
provide opportunities for 
students who are already 
working toward a vet pro-
gram or as volunteers and 
have committed hours to-
ward a goal of assistant certi-
fication. Culp said they were 
able to increase the over-
night camps from three to 
six this year. The three-day, 
two-night camps require an 
application and are highly 
competitive. The increase 
helped ensure more students 
could access this unique op-
portunity. More than 400 stu-
dents applied to attend one of 
the six overnight camps this 
year, with only 20-25 stu-
dents selected for each camp.

The camps were 
held in June and July at 
Texas A&M University-
Kingsville; Texas A&M 
University, Bryan-College 
Station; Stephen F. 
Austin State University, 
Nacogdoches; West Texas 
A&M University, Canyon; 
Tarleton State University, 
Stephenville; and Lone 
Star College, Houston.

At each camp, students 
received documentation 
of 20 hands-on clinical 
hours and confirmation 
of competency in 33 vet-
erinary assistant skills.

All camp agendas high-
lighted the things that 
made each host institution 
unique. When possible, the 
students received campus 
tours and stayed in dorms.

•The Texas A&M 
U n i v e r s i t y - K i n g s v i l l e 
camp was held at the 
Veterinary Technology 
Campus.  Students were 
given hands-on experi-
ence with sheep, goats, cat-

Jason Wilson-Maki, A Texas A&M School of Veterinary 
Medicine farrier discusses the anatomy of the hoof and 
proper hoof care with students at the Texas A&M camp 
in College Station (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Nikki 
Boutwell)

tle and small animals, such 
as cats and dogs. The camp 
included a wildlife and 
large animal experience, as 
well as a tour of the Caesar 
Kleberg Wildlife Center and 
the National Natural Toxins 
Research Center, NNTRC. 
The students also attended 
an etiquette presentation 
by Tammy Alcala from the 
Career Services Center.

• At the camp at Texas 
A&M, the students received 
hands-on experience with 
cattle and horses and hosted 
participants from as far 
away as South Dakota and 
Puerto Rico. They toured 
the Texas A&M University 

School of Veterinary 
Medicine and the Texas 
A&M Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Laboratory, 
TVMDL, in College Station.

• At Stephen F. Austin, 
the students garnered 
hands-on experience with 
horses, cattle, poultry, and 
exotics. This camp included 
a tour of the university’s ag 
farm and equine center, as 
well as the Todd Agricultural 
Research Center and 
Poultry Research Center. 

• The camp at West Texas 
A&M offered hands-on ex-
perience with horses and 
cattle, as well as a tour of 
the Texas A&M School 

of Veterinary Medicine’s 
Veterinary Education, 
Research and Outreach, 
VERO, facilities and a tour 
of TVMDL in Canyon. 

•  The Tarleton State 
University camp offered 
hands-on experience 
with sheep, goats, cat-
tle, and horses, as well as 
a tour of the Southwest 
Regional Dairy Center. 

•  The Lone Star College 
camp offered hands-on ex-
perience with horses, mules, 
cattle, cats, and dogs. At 
this camp, students ob-
served small-animal surgery 
demonstrations, including 
presurgical physical exams, 

premedication, anesthesia 
induction and monitoring, 
and spaying and neutering 

canine and feline patients. 
They learned about patient 

Veterinary...
(Continued from page 15)

(Continued on page 24)
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known, especially in home-
owner trees, Stein said.

Stein said he has seen 
reports and received calls 
about yellow aphids more 
than usual this year. Yellow 
aphids are to blame for the 
sappy excretion homeowners 
may have noticed if they park 
under pecan trees. Yellow 
aphids feed on leaves and 
expel the liquid. Infestations 
do not typically harm trees, 
and aphid populations usu-
ally crash without treatment.

The emergence of yellow 
aphids is later than usual this 
year, likely due to extended 

drought, but their numbers 
appear to be heavier than nor-
mal across the state, he said.

“They’re cyclical and 
will go away but seem to 
have come out of the wood-
work after the last few weeks 
of rain,” he said. “We typ-
ically tell people to leave 
them alone because we 
think the damage to trees is 
minimal and sprays can ac-
tually make things worse.”
AgriLife Extension district 
reporters compiled the fol-

lowing summaries:
CENTRAL: Conditions 

were dry and warmer than 
normal. Soil moisture re-
mained very short in nearly 

all counties. More rain 
was needed to support new 
growth in pastures. Weeds, 
especially Johnson grass, 
were prevalent in pastures. 
Peanut yields looked good. 
Cotton yields were on the 
poor side. Aphid flareups in 
pecans made spraying neces-
sary in many orchards. Beef 
cattle numbers were low due 
to recent culls. Supplemental 
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Some producers were 
getting in another cutting of 
hay. Stock tanks were dry. 

ROLLING PLAINS: 
Topsoil dried down follow-
ing recent rains. Overall, 
conditions were still dry and 

pasture conditions wors-
ened. Winter wheat plant-
ings were picking up, with 
a small portion of early 
planted fields emerged. Some 
dry-planted wheat may not 
emerge without rain, and 
weeds were becoming an 
issue. Cotton yields were 
still uncertain, but most re-
maining fields were not pro-
gressing like usual. Pastures 
and hayfields did well for a 
few weeks following wide-
spread rain. A decent number 
of bales were produced with 
one more cutting of hay ex-
pected, but yields were likely 
to be low. Hay supplies were 
expected to remain tight. Armyworms were a problem 

Texas pecan...
(Continued from page 4)

in some areas, and produc-
ers were spraying pastures.

COASTAL BEND: Dry 
weather gave many farmers 
a chance to harvest remaining 
cotton and soybean fields, but 
some areas were still too wet 
to work in fields. Many fields 
had volunteer plant growth, 
and producers used planes 
to spray. Land preparation 
for wheat, oats and rye grass 
was expected to begin soon. 
Some hay was being har-
vested in areas that received 
adequate rainfall, and yields 
were fair. Armyworms con-
tinued to be a problem in pas-
tures. Rangeland and pasture 
conditions were excellent in 
most areas. Livestock body 
conditions continued to im-
prove with plenty of quality 
forage available. Cattle pro-
ducers were weaning calves.

EAST: Conditions were 
drying out following relief 
from rain, with pasture and 
rangeland conditions from 
fair to good. Subsoil and 
topsoil conditions were ade-
quate. Producers were cutting 
and baling hay as quickly as 
possible to try and beat the 
armyworms. There were 
many reports of armyworm 
infestations. Hay supplies 
remained short. Producers 
continued culling their herds. 
Livestock were in fair to 
good condition with some 
supplemental feeding taking 
place. Wild pig control was 
underway in Gregg County.   

SOUTH PLAINS: 
Pasture conditions improved 
following the rainfall re-
ceived earlier in the month. 
Dryland cotton was poor 
but irrigated fields looked 
fair. Cotton farmers were 
waiting for bolls to continue 
opening. The ground was 
saturated in some areas, and 
some fields still had standing 
water. Everything was green 
and growing in pastures. The 
wholesale pumpkin harvest 
began several weeks ago. 
Early yields on the pumpkin 
crop varied from producer 
to producer, with some esti-
mating a 20% drop from last 
year and others seeing higher 
yields than last year. Pumpkin 

(Continued on page 19)

A map of the 12 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension districts:
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harvest for the retail sector 
started recently. Sorghum 
was maturing and getting 
closer to harvest. Cattle 
were in good condition.

P A N H A N D L E : 
Conditions turned dry over 
the past week, but soil mois-
ture content remained short 
to adequate. Rangeland and 
pastures were in poor to good 
condition. Cotton yields were 
expected to be below average 
in dryland acres, but irrigated 
cotton was in good to excel-
lent shape. Several irrigated 
farmers were forced to shut 
off wells over recent weeks 
due to a lack of water, but 
rains helped some. Peanuts 
were in good condition and 
nearing maturity. Livestock 
were in good condition with 
plenty of grazing. Some pro-
ducers were planting wheat 
for grazing. More rainfall 
will be needed soon to help 
winter wheat emerge and es-
tablish good stands. Some 
producers were harvesting 
corn and sorghum silage.

NORTH: Soil moisture 
throughout the district was 
short to adequate with no 
rain reported. Temperatures 
reached the mid-90s for the 
week. Warmer tempera-
tures and wind were starting 
to dry the topsoil. Summer 
grasses were still growing 
well after the rains. Hay pro-
duction picked up but was 
expected to slow soon with-
out rain. A few areas should 
get another cutting of hay. 
Grasshoppers and sugarcane 
aphid numbers were high.

FAR WEST: Temp-
eratures were higher with 
less cloud cover. The average 
high and low temperatures 
were 86 degrees and 65 de-
grees, respectively. Some iso-
lated showers were received 
with some areas receiving 
more than a half inch. Hay 
grazer emerged and made a 
good stand but was begin-
ning to show some stress. 
Hay grazer planted after the 
rain had not made a good 
stand and was beginning to 
die off.  Cotton bolls were 
opening rapidly and looked 
great with other fields con-
tinuing to bloom. A few fields 
will be ready to pick within 
a week or two. Most produc-
ers were not in a hurry since 
modules will have to wait at 
gins for a larger percentage 
of the crop to be harvested to 
minimize gin operation run-
time and prevent shutdowns. 
Producers were preparing for 
the beginning of pumpkin 
season. Pecans were doing 
well. Harvest was nearing 
and producers were busy 
preparing orchard floors for 
shaking trees. Pastures were 
almost bare again due to over-

grazing. Bucks and rams will 
soon be put out for breeding. 
Livestock were still being 
sold due to drought condi-
tions. Heavy rainfall was 
reported in western range-
lands. The Rio Grande River 
was outside its banks due to 
heavy runoff from the water-
shed. Pima and Upland cotton 
around El Paso looked good. 
Pecans, alfalfa and hay fields 
were receiving irrigation.

WEST CENTRAL: 
Night temperatures were 
starting to cool down a lit-
tle, but all areas needed rain. 
Stock tank water levels were 
dropping and many were 
dry. There was no significant 
precipitation in the forecast. 
Overgrazed rangeland was 
very slow to respond to recent 
rains with any forage growth 
except weeds. The outlook 
for pecans remained light. 
Hay producers fertilized and 
were optimistic about getting 
a decent cutting of hay before 
first frost. Livestock produc-
ers slowed selling off herds.

S O U T H W E S T : 
Temperatures were near-nor-
mal to high as drought con-
ditions persisted. Cotton 
harvest began. Farmers 
were preparing to plant 
cool-season grains, and win-
ter vegetables were being 
planted in gardens. Recent 
rain improved pastures, 
and livestock body con-
ditions were improving.

SOUTH: Soil moisture 
was mostly short to adequate, 
but some western areas re-
ported very short moisture 
levels. Temperatures were in 
the mid-90s. Some areas re-
ceived rainfall, with reports 
of 0.5-2 inches in some iso-
lated locations. Irrigation 
of crops remained steady. 
Humidity levels were rela-
tively high. Cotton harvest 
wrapped up in some areas 
and was yet to begin in oth-
ers. Some producers had al-
ready plowed under cotton 
stalks, while some fields were 
still blooming. Peanut crop 
progress continued. Cool-
season vegetables were being 
planted. Early planted straw-
berries were in the ground 
while fieldwork continued 
for others. Hay fields contin-
ued to be cut and baled, and 
hay production was expected 
to continue until grasses go 
dormant. Rangeland and 
pasture conditions contin-
ued to improve, and live-
stock body conditions were 
as well. Some producers 
reported good hay produc-
tion and excellent grazing. 
Cattle diet supplementation 
was sparse due to good graz-
ing conditions. Weaned calf 
prices were up significantly, 
and sale volumes were lower. 
Wildlife conditions were im-
proving due to more avail-

Texas pecan...
(Continued from page 18)

(Continued on page 21)
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ments ERP assistance
recently provided to more
than 162,000 producers
who had received crop
insurance indemnities for

qualifying losses. Nearly
13,000 additional crop
insurance customers are
pre-filled applications
being sent in August to
cover eligible 2020 losses
described above and for
producers with more com-

plex policies where indem-
nities could not be calculat-
ed for 2021 previously.

ERP and the previously
announced Emergency
Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) are funded by the
Extending Government
Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden
signed into law in 2021. The
law provided $10 billion to
help agricultural producers
impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, win-
ter storms and other eligi-
ble disasters experienced
during calendar years 2020
and 2021. Overall, USDA

has already quickly dis-
bursed over $6 billion dol-
lars under ERP and ELRP
with reduced paperwork
for the producer and field
offices.

Additional USDA dis-
aster assistance informa-

tion can be found on farm-
ers.gov, including the Di-
saster Assistance Disco-
very Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and
Farm Loan Discovery
Tool. For FSA and Natural
Resources Conservation

(Continued from page 11)
Deadline...

Termite Palace came Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig, and a whole new way
of looking at animation.
“What’s up, doc?” and “Th-
th-that’s all, folks” became
enduring catchphrases.

The Warner Brothers
cartoons produced by
Avery and his team repre-
sented a sub-genre of ani-
mation. Disney had the
realistic and the cute and
cuddly market wrapped up,
but Avery understood
something very basic about
cartoons that Disney did
not; anything can happen in
a cartoon.

In an Avery cartoon, an
anvil might fall from a great
distance onto the head of
the main character, who is
immediately reshaped as
an accordion, every move-
ment accompanied by an
off-key note. In the next
frame, the character is just
fine and ready to get run
over by a speeding locomo-
tive if that’s what the story
calls for. Generations of
children and adults alike
have praised this as “great
stuff.”

Avery went to work at
MGM after creative differ-
ences with his bosses at
Warner Brothers and
turned out features and
shorts at a furious clip, but
at the expense of his health
and his family. A son died
of a drug overdose and his
marriage dissolved while
he continued to experi-
ment with the endless pos-
sibilities of animation.

In the 50s, Avery turned
to advertising. His work in
that realm included the
Raid commercial where a
bunch of gangster cock-
roaches scream “Raid!”
just before getting sprayed
into oblivion. The short-
lived Frito Bandito was
also a Tex Avery creation.

Avery died in 1980 at
the age of 72, just as the
extent of his contribution
to the art of animation was
beginning to be recognized.
Chuck Jones, who worked
with him at Warner
Brothers, said, “I was as
ignorant of his genius as I
suppose Michelangelo’s
apprentices were oblivious
to the fact that they, too,
were working with genius.”

SLS

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

Service programs, produc-
ers should contact their
local USDA Service Cen-
ter. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, pro-
ducers and landowners
should contact their crop
insurance agent.

SLS

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904
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Additional commodity-
specific funding awarded 
to Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research for projects 

relating to climate-smart 
production

Texas A&M AgriLife also 
will serve as a major contrib-
utor to four other partner-
ship projects totaling $185 
million that focus on cot-
ton, beef and bison produc-
tion, and sorghum systems:
• U.S .  Cl imate-Smart 

Cotton Program, led by 
US Cotton Trust Protocol: 
This project, with potential 
funding up to $90 million, 
will build markets for cli-
mate-smart cotton and aid 
more than 1,000 cotton farm-
ers, including historically 
underserved cotton pro-
ducers, across the country.

• Climate-Smart Cotton 
through a Sustainable 

& Innovative Supply 
Chain Approach, led by 
ECOM USA, LLC: This 
project, with potential 
funding of $30 million, 
will strive to implement 
methods to restore soil 
and ecosystem health in 
cotton production through 
regenerative farming and 
best practices based on 
specific regions and needs.

• Climate-Smart Beef and 
Bison Commodities, led 
by South Dakota State 
University: This project, 
with potential funding up 
to $80 million, will create 
stronger market opportu-
nities for beef and bison 
producers, educate produc-
ers on practices best suited 
for their operations and 
manage large-scale data.

• N a t i o n a l  S o r g h u m 
Producers Partnerships 
f o r  C l i m a t e - S m a r t 
Commodities Project, 

Texas A&M...
(Continued from page 8)

(Continued on page 21)
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able water and vegetation. 
Deer and other wildlife were 
provided supplemental feed, 
and conditions improved dra-
matically for quail. Producers 
were preparing fields for 
small grains and legumes, 
but potential armyworm in-
festations were a concern. 
Citrus and sugarcane were 
being irrigated and some 
late-planted sesame fields 
were yet to be harvested.

Texas pecan...
(Continued from page 19)
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AgriLife TODAY

Texas crop, weather
Shrinking cattle herd could
equal high calf, beef prices

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
The shrinking Texas

cattle herd is likely to trans-
late into higher calf and
beef prices years beyond a
break in the 2022 drought,
according to a Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, said Texas cattle pro-
ducers have culled earlier
and deeper than normal
this year due to drought.
He suspects the number of
culls, and the small number
of replacement heifers
could mean post-drought
herd recovery could be
longer than the years fol-
lowing record drought in
2011. It could also drive calf
prices toward records set in
2014.

“It’s clearly bad out
there based on the number
of culls we’ve seen,” he
said. “Drought is forcing
the issue. Whether it is zero
grazing, low forage stocks,
high feed and hay prices, or
running low on water,
Texas ranchers are facing
tough decisions right now.”

Historically, Texas ac-
counts for a big chunk of
the U.S. beef cattle herd.
Mother Nature’s impact on
Texas ranchers is likely to
ripple into sale barns and
grocery stores around the
country years beyond the
drought. The U.S. herd has
been shrinking in recent
years, and the Texas
drought is further reducing
cattle numbers.

The U.S. beef cow herd
was just over 30 million
head in January, down 2%
compared to last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.
The total estimated inven-
tory of Texas cows that had
calved and heifers was 5.1
million head, down 3%
compared to 2020.

Anderson said this
weather-related contrac-
tion is impacting producers
negatively. There are no
estimates available that
quantify the economic
hardship Texas’ ranchers

have endured so far in
2022, but livestock losses

during the 2011 drought
were estimated to be $3.23

billion.
Losses included the

increased cost of feeding
livestock due to the lack of
pastures and ranges and
market losses. Market loss-
es included the impact of
fewer pounds sold per calf
and any impact on market
prices due to above-normal
cattle sale volumes over a
short time.

The 2011 drought was a
bad time for ranchers, but
the years following includ-
ed historic cow/calf prices
as the Texas and U.S. herd
numbers recovered.

Anderson said nominal
prices are higher now than
in 2011 as the drought was

taking hold and forcing
widespread herd consoli-
dation and liquidations.
The weekly weighted aver-
age price for 500-600-
pound steers at auctions
across Texas in 2011 was
$139.73 per hundredweight

compared to $181.12 per
hundredweight so far this
year.

Record prices occurred
as the beef cattle herd
recovered, and the same
weight class steers rose to a

(Continued on page 14)

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings
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in understanding the genet-
ics that cause one cow to be
more adapted than anoth-
er. It is an ambitious proj-
ect, but I know he is up to
the task. Go see him the
next time you are in town.

There will be one more
new Extension hire next
year. As of October 31st,
after thirty-five and half
years I am going to retire
from Extension and go run
cows in Washington Coun-
ty. I have always enjoyed
working with ICA, County
Extension Agents, produc-
ers, industry folks, and oth-
ers but I’m done. I know
who ever is selected to
replace me, that you will
treat them with the respect
and kindness you have
always shown me. Thank
you!

(Continued from page 5)
New faces...

normal expenses for trans-
porting feed to livestock
during drought. The pay-
ment formula excludes the
first 25 miles and any
mileage over 1,000 miles.
The reimbursement rate is
60% of the costs above
what would normally have
been incurred during the
same time period in a nor-
mal (non-drought) year.

Transporting livestock
ELAP provides finan-

cial assistance to livestock
producers who are hauling
livestock to a new location
for feed resources due to
insufficient feed or grazing
in drought-impacted areas.
As with transporting feed,
the payment formula for
transporting livestock
excludes the first 25 miles
and any mileage over 1,000
miles. The reimbursement
rate is 60% of the costs
above what would normal-
ly have been incurred dur-
ing the same time period in
a normal (non-drought)
year.

An online tool is now
available to help ranchers
document and estimate
payments to cover feed and
livestock transportation
costs caused by drought.
Download it at https://view.
officeapps.live.com/op/vie
w.aspx?src=https%3A%2
F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%
2FAssets%2FUSDA-FS
A-Public%2Fusdafiles%
2 F D i s a s t e r- A s s i s t % 2
Felap-feed-transportation-
worksheet-ver-1_1-4_6_22.
xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWS
ELINK.

Reporting losses
For calendar year 2022

forward, producers must

submit a notice of loss to
their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is apparent.
Producers should contact
FSA as soon as the loss of
water or feed resources are
known.

For ELAP eligibility,
documentation of expenses
is critical. Producers should
maintain records and re-
ceipts associated with the
costs of transporting water
to eligible livestock, the
costs of transporting feed
to eligible livestock, the
costs of additional feed
purchases, and the costs of
transporting eligible live-
stock to forage or other

grazing acres.
Additional drought assis-

tance
ELAP assistance is also

available to producers im-
pacted by wildfire. Contact
the local FSA office for
more information on
ELAP resources for wild-
fire losses. Beekeepers also
can benefit from ELAP
provisions and should con-
tact their county FSA
office within 15 calendar
days of when a loss occurs
or is apparent.

FSA is now accepting
applications for the Live-
stock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP) to provide
financial assistance to eligi-

ble producers for 2022
grazing losses due to a
qualifying drought or fire.
The deadline to apply for
2022 LFP assistance is
Jan. 30, 2023.

More than 200 Texas
counties have met the
drought severity levels that
trigger LFP eligibility for
the 2022 program year. For
LFP, qualifying drought
triggers are determined
using the U.S. Drought
Monitor.  .

More information
Additional disaster as-

sistance information can be
found on farmers.gov,
including the Farmers.gov
drought page. 

Correction: The drought
assistance information
from USDA FSA original-
ly posted on July 20 incor-
rectly referenced assis-
tance for purchased feed
due to drought as a com-
pensable expense through

the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees
and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP). Feed
purchase is not covered by
ELAP for drought.

SLS

(Continued from page 3)
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TANK COATINGS - ROOF COATINGS
Available for Metal, Composition,

Shingles or Tar Roofs.
Long lasting and easy to apply.

We also manufacture Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call For Our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com
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led by National Sorghum 
Producers Association: 
This project, with poten-
tial funding up to $65 mil-
lion, plans to implement 
climate-smart production 
practices across hundreds 
of thousands of acres of sor-
ghum working lands over a 
five-year period, with the 
goal to reduce hundreds of 
millions of pounds of car-
bon emissions and develop 
markets for sorghum as a 
climate-smart commodity.
For a comprehensive 

listing of projects and par-
ticipating organizations in-
cluded, visit: https://www.
usda .gov /c l ima te - so lu -
tions/climate-smart-com-
m o d i t i e s / p r o j e c t s .

Texas A&M...
(Continued from page 20)

Hereford Feedout programs 
offer valuable insight to 

producers
Feedout programs give producers valuable 

information, tools to bring back to their 
operations 

Source: American Hereford Association
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 

Hereford producers stand 
behind their products by 
knowing their genetics. 
The American Hereford 
Association (AHA) an-
nual feedout programs 
provide participants with 
carcass information to 
keep their operations mov-
ing in a positive direction. 

“The information that 
participants gain from the 
program has really helped 
them to make better deci-
sions,” says Trey Befort, 
AHA director of commer-
cial programs. “Whether 
it’s genetic selection or 
herd health, the feedout 
programs have given them 
a lot of data and informa-
tion that they can set as a 
benchmark for their opera-
tions. If they need to work 
on carcass weight, ribeye 
area, or marbling — any of 
those carcass traits that we 
can directly measure — they 

can get that information.” 
The programs also gen-

erate unique marketing 
avenues. Feedout partic-
ipants gain access to the 
U.S. Premium Beef (USPB) 
grid, so cattle can qualify as 
candidates for the Certified 

Hereford Beef® brand.
“To have access to the 

U.S. Premium Beef program 
through National Beef is re-
ally a great benefit of the pro-
gram. It’s an industry-lead-
ing marketing program that 
provides extra value for 

Hereford-influenced cattle, 
and participants can gain a 
lot from being rewarded 
for quality,” Befort says.

The association offers 
opportunities for both adults 
and juniors. Adults can par-
ticipate in the Hereford 

feedout program, and ju-
niors in the National Junior 
Hereford Association 
(NJHA) Fed Steer Shootout. 
All cattle entered are fed 
at HRC Feedyards in Scott 
City, Kansas, and both pro-
grams offer valuable insight.

“It really gives an oppor-
tunity for our members to 
gain the education and ex-
perience in the cattle feeding 
industry and learn about a 
different part of the indus-
try that they might not be 

(Continued on page 22)
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won more than 200 games in 
12 years in the Texas League, 
managed the Texon Oilers 
from 1929 through 1932. 

Texon won the All-
West Texas pennant from 
1933 through 1935 and the 
Permian Basin League cham-
pionship in 1939. The team 
disbanded during World War 
II and never quite made it 
back to the diamond. Snipe 
Conley tried to revive the 
team in the mid-1950s to no 
avail, but the team would 
be reborn, at least in spirit, 
with the Plymouth Oilers. 

The Plymouth Oil 
Company was a sister com-
pany of Big Lake and oper-
ated in South Texas on the 
Walder Ranch north of Sinton 
in San Patricio County. 
Several former Texon Oilers 
working for Plymouth 
formed the Sinton Eagles 
and competed in the Coastal 
Bend Semi-Pro League. 

Mike Griffin, an execu-
tive with Plymouth Oil and a 
former business manager of 
the Texon Oilers, bought the 
Sinton team, built a ballpark 
at the Farm Labor Center 
south of town, and changed 
the name of the team to the 
Plymouth Oilers. He  in-

stalled 100-foot towers, each 
with 24 lights, and opened 
the 1950 season “under the 
lights” against the Houston 
Buffs of the Texas League. 
Night games weren’t un-
heard of in those days but 
were still a novelty. A regu-
lar season major league game 
wouldn’t be played under the 
lights for another five years. 

In 1958, the Plymouth 
Oil Company, citing eco-
nomic reason, discontinued 
its support of the Oilers and 
the team disbanded. The 
Marathon Oil Company 
eventually bought Plymouth 
and the ball game was over. 
The oilfield wasn’t what it 
used to be, and the old semi-
pro ball fields and boom 
towns were abandoned. 

The Marathon Oil 
Company purchased the 
property where the once 
booming town of Texon was 
located and where fewer than 
100 people still hung on. 
Marathon closed the town 
in 1962. All that remains of 
the once thriving town now 
are a few abandoned struc-
tures, crumbling founda-
tions, and the well-preserved 
remains of Santa Rita No. 
1. The crack of the bat, the 
roar of the crowd, and the 
Texon Oilers are long gone.

Texas Trails...
(Continued from page 2)

familiar with,” Befort says.
Ultimately, the feedout 

programs help establish the 
advantage of Hereford ge-
netics in the marketplace 
and give producers tools 

to improve their opera-
tions. AHA Executive Vice 
President Jack Ward says 
these improved genetics are 
moving the breed forward.

“We see commercial 
producers today under-
standing the value of het-
erosis and the value of add-
ing Hereford genetics to 

their cow herds, increasing 
in efficiency, fertility, lon-
gevity,” Ward says. “And, 
of course, you always get a 
great disposition when you 
add Hereford genetics.”

For more information 
about the association’s 
feedout programs, visit 
Hereford.org.

Hereford...
(Continued from page 21)

Todd Harvey to join Cavender-Draggin’ M 
and Partners Team

Cavender-Draggin’ M and 
Partners (CDP) are pleased 
to announce the addition of 
Todd Harvey – Kenansville, 
FL, to their Sales and 
Customer Service Team.

Harvey, a 6th generation 
Florida commercial rancher, 
brings a world of experi-
ence in the commercial cow-
calf industry and unique 
experience in the stocker 
and feeder calf segments 
of the beef cattle business.

Todd’s experience in-

cludes serving as Regional 
Sales Manager for Central 
States Cooperative Inc., 
a feed and farm service co-
operative. He also served 
as Director of Procurement 
and Director of Marketing 
for Seminole Pride Beef. 
More recently, he was 
General Manager for 
Salacoa Valley Farms, a 
subsidiary of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida head-
quartered in Brighton, FL.

“We are delighted to be 

joined by Todd Harvey as we 
continue to expand our cus-
tomer service at Cavender-
Draggin’ M and Partners. 
His experience in all phases 
of the beef industry, partic-
ularly in the commercial 
cow-calf sector, is a valuable 
asset to our efforts.” remarks 
Mark Cowan, CDP President.

Harvey will join Cowan 
and Craig Green – Floral, 
AR, in providing additional 
sales and customer ser-
vice to all CDP customers.

The Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) has extended 
the exemption from hours-
of-service requirements 
for livestock haulers 
through Oct.15, 2022. 
Livestock feed haul-

ers also are included in 
the extension, but only 
those transporting fin-
ished feed. Those haul-
ing feed ingredients are 
ineligible for the waiver.

As a reminder, motor 
carriers who voluntarily 

operate under the terms of 
this extension are to report 
within five days after the 
end of each month their 
reliance on the declara-
tion through the FMCSA 
portal at https://portal.
f m c s a . d o t . g o v / l o g i n .

Hours-of-Service waiver extended
Source: K State University

SOLDSOLD:  1,793 Cattle     HORSES:  2:  1,793 Cattle     HORSES:  2
SHEEP & GOATS:  36SHEEP & GOATS:  36

MARKET TREND:  Steady/ActiveMARKET TREND:  Steady/Active
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important it should be listed 
first, Salvador said. The var-
ious minority groups have 
differing perspectives on 
racial justice depending 
on the group’s history, but 
all believe that their prob-
lems began with historical 
discrimination, he added.

The letter does not 
list specific program ob-
jectives but in addition 
to racial justice includes 
the following “values:”
• “End Hunger
• “Meet the Climate Crisis 

Head On
• “Increase Access to 

Healthy Food
• “Ensure Safety and Dignity 

for Food and Farm Workers
• “Protect Farmers and 

Consumers
• “Ensure the Safety of Our 

Food Supply”
Salvador acknowledged 

that the letter does not ad-
dress women’s issues spe-
cifically, but said the leaders 
of many of the groups that 
signed the letter are women 
and that their interests are re-
flected in the list of values.

He pointed out that while 
most of the groups that signed 
the letter are small, the later 
signers include the ALF-CIO 

and other labor unions and 
larger environmental groups.

United Food and 
Commercial Workers 
International Union President 
Marc Perrone explained la-
bor’s interest in this farm bill.

“The farm bill is a pivotal 
piece of legislation that im-
pacts hundreds of thousands 
of workers along our na-
tion’s food chain,” Perrone 
said in the news release.

“As America’s largest pri-
vate sector union, represent-
ing essential workers across 
the food processing and man-
ufacturing, grocery retail, and 
farming, it has been the pri-
ority of the UFCW to protect 
and improve the lives of the 
workers who make our food 
and farming systems run. 
Too often, workers across 
these industries take a back-
seat to employer profit, but 
there is an opportunity with 
this year’s reauthorization of 
the farm bill to change that.

“Today, the UFCW — 
alongside this broad coa-
lition of groups and every 
worker who is ready to fight 
for a better life — is call-
ing on President Biden 
to fight for a transforma-
tional farm bill that priori-
tizes America’s workers.”

DC News...
(Continued from page 3)

Applying drought lessons 10 years later
By Gail Ellis, Oklahoma State University Communications

Abusing pastures, especially native range, slows recovery when the drought is over and 
may impact productivity for years.

The effects of drought 
are devastating, but agricul-
tural data collected during 
such challenging times is 
a valuable teaching tool.

Oklahoma State Uni-
versity Extension special-
ists have some retrospective 
on the historic drought that 
swept through the plains a 
decade ago and are learning 
how it can benefit producers 
in today’s similar climate.

Cattle and livestock
OSU Extension live-

stock marketing special-
ist Derrell Peel offered 
the following takeaways 
on drought response:

• Abusing pastures, 
especially native range, 
slows recovery when the 
drought is over and may im-
pact productivity for years.

• Pasture and grazing 
management is even more 
critical during drought, 
not only to maintain for-
age resources, but also to 
avoid problems with prus-
sic acid, nitrates and toxic 
plant consumption by cattle.

• Keeping more cows 
than ranchers can reason-
ably manage leads to delayed 
losses in reproductive perfor-
mance and extends drought 
costs beyond the dry years.

• Bringing in hay from 
multiple locations can lead 
to weed issues in pastures.

• When cattle numbers 
decline, the market will re-
spond with dramatic and 
volatile price signals that 
prompt producer action.

• The 2011-2014 drought 
resulted in record high 

breeding animal and feeder 
cattle prices followed by 
a dramatic price crash.

Dave Lalman, OSU 
Extension beef cattle spe-
cialist, said even though 
cattle numbers dropped 
significantly in Oklahoma 
and Texas during the last 
drought, liquidation im-
proved the overall quality 
of the national cow herd.

“The drought led to ag-
gressive culling, resulting in 
more rapid progress in some 
traits, such as temperament, 
udder structure and produc-
tivity,” Lalman said. “At the 
same time, severe drought 
conditions stimulated wide-

(Continued on page 25)
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Extension, working with our 
County Extension Agents 
to assist them in planning 
and conducting educational 
activities and result demon-
strations at the county and 
multicounty level. That rela-
tionship was very strong then 
and it is still strong today.

As a young specialist, I 
met many ranchers and pro-
ducers who were members 
of ICA working with county 
agents. Many of them were 
strong supporters of not 
only Extension, but of their 
local county fairs, various 
youth programs (includ-
ing both 4H and FFA), and 
many special fund-raising 
events. I often them found at 
the San Antonio Stock Show 
and Rodeo and the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo.

I have always been 
pleased to help plan and 
conduct the educational cat-
tlemen’s colleges sessions 
before the annual meeting. 
They are a little tamer than 
they were years ago when 
we would set up cattle pens 
in the hotel parking lot where 
the conference was being 
held and Dr. Larry Boleman 
or Dr. Buddy Faries and I 
would demonstrate cattle 
handling and working. The 
sound of cattle bawling echo-
ing off the sides of high-rise 
buildings in San Antonio 
or Corpus Christi was sur-
real. I miss doing those.

I have received sev-
eral honors from ICA and 
its chapters, and they hang 
prominently from my walls. 
I hope that in the future, my 
replacement will be as wel-
come and as impressed 
by you and your mem-
bers as I have. Thank you.

My last one...
(Continued from page 9)
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Tuesday, Aug. 2nd at Bles-
sed Sacrament Catholic
Church in Poth, Texas. The
speaker was Samantha
Shannon, county Exten-

sion agent and the topic
was “Handling Cattle dur-
ing a Drought” and one
CEU was issued.

Information was also
shared about the ICA
Convention in June and
those winning prizes during

the ICA Draw Down
Raffle were awarded their
charcuterie boards at the
meeting.

If you didn’t attend the
2022 ICA Convention then
you missed a well produced
event. All of the speakers
were great, we had more
vendors than previous
years and we had a great
turnout of members and
new members. There was a
lot of positive energy.

Cooper Little and his
staff get a “Gold Star” for
their first convention and
for the great, positive
response to it. Every speak-
er mentioned Cooper’s

efforts and thanked him for
putting together the group
of well-versed speakers. 

Corbin Wall again
attended and helped lead
the Q&A session with
President Brooke Miller
and Lia Biondo of United
States Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation (USCA). There was
great discussion with feed-
back from the floor. They
are supporting legislature
that is currently being
addressed and asking for
anyone who has ideas to
help the cattlemen’s cause
to speak up. One statement
made that captured every-
one’s attention was by Wall,

“cattle business we see now
could die by 2026 if some-
thing isn’t done. We don’t
want to end up like the hog
business” The knowledge
shared by these speakers
was factual, accurate and,
at times, scary.

One of the many high-
lights was recognizing Bill
Hyman. He received an
“Honorary Commissioner
of Agriculture of Texas”
certificate from Deputy
Commissioner Jason
Fearneyhough. The lunch
audience also heard
Commissioner Sid Miller
speak from London as he
was working on a trade

deal out of our country. 
A special highlight was

the SCTICA chapter rec-
ognized Bill Hyman as
their Top Hand and he was
presented a boot jack by
President Laurie Miller
and Treasurer Brenda
Moore. Hugs were ex-
changed and stories shared
of the beginning of the
SCTICA chapter, “Bill was
a very big part of our chap-
ter getting started in 2005.
It was an honor to recog-
nize him and thank him as
well as share memories
from over 15 years ago,”
stated Laurie Miller. 

The next SCTICA
meeting will be the annual
SCTICA Windy Miller
Team Roping to be held on
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, at
Jourdanton Cowboy Fel-
lowship. More information
will be posted before the
event. 

Happy Trails, Laurie
Miller

East Texas Chapter
The East Texas Chapter

of Independent Cattle-
men’s Association met on
July 19th at the 1855 Res-
taurant in Palestine. We
were please to assemble 36
producers in collaboration
with Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension, who also pro-
vided our guest speaker,
Dr. Vanessa Olson. One
CEU credit was earned in
pest control and forages.
Also, we welcomed 11 new
members who, we hope will
be motivated to participate
in our future activities and
keep our momentum
going. In other business,
members voted to meet
every other month going
forward.

The next regular meet-
ing is scheduled for
Tuesday, Sept.20th at 6:30
p.m. at the 1855 Restau-
rant. The agenda will
include the election of offi-
cers and other committee
chairpersons.
Colorado Valley Chapter

The Colorado Valley
Independent Cattlemen's
Association (CVICA)
fundraiser is being held on
Thursday, Aug. 18th, at the
La Grange KC Hall located
at 190 S. Brown Street,
LaGrange. The meal con-
sists of chicken fried steak
with brown gravy, buttered
noodles, green beans, corn
and a roll. Drive thru
plates to go will be served
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Plates are $12. Proceeds
will go towards awarding
scholarships to graduating
students in Fayette, Lee
and Colorado counties.
Call the KC Hall at 979-
968-5117 to reserve your
plates.

ICA

(Continued from page 6)
Happenings...

Columbus Livestock
Weekly Sales Every Thursday at 11:30AM

Call us for all of your cattle needs!
Come see the difference!

Office phone: 979-732-2622  •  Fax: 979-732-6484

Website: www.columbuslivestock.com
Email: info@columbuslivestock.com 
Follow us on Facebook @ColumbusLivestock.Co

2000 Reese Lane  •  Columbus, Texas
Jacob Crosby - (979) 331-5288

Preston Debault - (512) 760-7329
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recovery, including pain 
management observation 
and cleaning the surgical 
suite and instrumentation. 
They also received safety 

training and were able to 
operate a hydraulic squeeze 
chute for cattle restraint.  

Bigger and better things 
ahead

This fall, a day camp is 
scheduled in November at 

Veterinary...
(Continued from page 17)

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
in Glen Rose. This camp 
will include a tour of the fa-
cility, their veterinary care 
center, a show and tell of 
darting equipment, and a 
panel discussion on career 
opportunities in wildlife, 
conservation, zoo medi-
cine, conservation educa-
tion and animal care fields. 

In 2023, VSCP plans 
to offer at least eight over-
night camps with the num-
ber of students limited 
to about 20 per camp so 
each student may have the 
best possible experience.

Christine Hoskinson, 
licensed veterinary techni-

cian and assistant director 
of Veterinary Technology, 
Department of Animal 
Science and Veterinary 
Technology, Texas A&M 
U n i v e r s i t y - K i n g s v i l l e , 
said the camps offer the 
youth the opportunity 
to practice and do some 
hands-on fun things in the 
veterinary medicine field.

“A lot of these kids 
are from all over Texas, so 
not only do they come and 
do a lot of veterinary skills 
for their certificate, for 
their CVA training, but 
also they see the whole 
campus,” Hoskinson said. 
“They stay in the dorms, go 

to the wildlife center, the 
NNTRC – you know, all the 
types of things that make 
Texas A&M University 
at Kingsville unique. 
Hopefully, that opens their 
eyes to the opportunities 
out there, specifically here 
at the Kingsville campus.”

The value of the VSCP 
camps is that they introduce 
the students to a variety of 
veterinary science career 
paths, introduce them to their 
peers that are also interested 
in veterinary science, and 
begin to prepare their path-
way to successfully achieve 
the academic and experien-
tial landmarks they need to 

complete to gain entrance 
into a veterinary college or 
to become a certified veter-
inary assistant, Ellis said.

T.R. Lansford said the 
program provides “an excel-
lent avenue for Texas youth 
to explore and gain knowl-
edge about the veterinary 
medical profession, and it 
provides opportunities for 
them to learn invaluable life 
skills such as responsibility 
and marketable career skills 
while broadening their scope 
of the world around them.”

He said they are already 
working on a day camp for 
2023 that will take advan-
tage of a rural setting to, 
hopefully, provide exposure 
to large animal elements that 
more urban settings don’t 
have as ready access to.

For more information 
about upcoming camps 
or the program, con-
tact Boutwell at nikki.
boutwel l@ag. tamu.edu.
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SEP 30  Southern Jewel Cattle Company’s Precious Gems Sale,  
 Victoria, TX 
OCT 1  Peach Creek Ranch Online Heifer Sale, Granger, TX 
OCT 1  Lyssy’s Heart of the Herd Beefmaster Production Sale,  
 Luling, TX 
OCT 1  Scamardo Brangus Production Sale, Bryan, TX 
OCT 5 Halfmann-Beckton Red Angus Bull Sale, Miles, TX
OCT 6  Dudley Brothers 61st Annual Hereford Bull Sale, 
 Comanche, TX 

OCT 8  Addison Brangus Performance Sale, Cullman, AL 
OCT 8  Cox Excalibur CX Advantage Red Brangus Sale,   
 Weimer, TX 
OCT 8  Carr & Others Beefmaster Fall Sale, Floresville, TX

OCT 11-12 RA Brown Ranch Sale, Throckmorton, TX 
OCT 12  Buffalo Livestock Marketing Pre-Conditioned Calf Sale,  
 Buffalo, TX 
OCT 13 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering featuring
 Martin-Bruni Brangus, Hidden Oaks Herefords &
 Simmons Charolais, San Saba, TX 

OCT 15 Strait-Hefte Tried & True Santa Gertrudis Production  
 Sale, Streetman, TX 
OCT 15 MP at Diamond D Brangus Sale, Online 
OCT 15 Beef On Forage Beefmaster Bull and Female Sale, 
 Brenham, TX 
OCT 19 Thomas Charolais, Inc. Bull Sale, Raymondville, TX
OCT 19  Jordan Cattle Auction 9th Annual Hill Country Youth 
 Heifer Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 21 Central Texas ICA All Breed Bull & Commercial 
 Female Sale, Gonzales, TX  
OCT 21-22 L.G. Herndon, Jr. Farms Brangus & Charolais Bull  
 & Female Sale, Lyons, GA 
OCT 21-22 Briggs Ranches Bull & Commercial Female Sale,  
 Bloomington, TX 

OCT 22 44 Farms Angus Bull Sale, Cameron, TX
OCT 22 Star G Brangus Production Sale, Online
OCT 25 Phillips Ranch – Fenco Brangus Bull Sale, Bunnell, FL 
OCT 25 Perez Cattle Co. Hereford Bull Sale, Columbus, TX
OCT 26 Texas Hereford Assn. Fall Classic Sale, Buffalo, TX
OCT 29 7P Ranch Simmental Annual Fall Bull & Female Sale,  
 Tyler, TX 
OCT 29  Jordan Cattle Auction Fall “Best of the Best” Replacement  
 Female Sale, San Saba, TX 
OCT 29 South Texas Hereford Assn. Bull & Female Sale,   
 Beeville, TX

NOV 2 Cowmaker Angus Bull Sale, Crockett, TX
NOV 3  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering featuring  
 Hales Angus Farms & Cannon Charolais Ranch, San Saba,  
 TX 
NOV 4-5 GenePLUS Brangus at Chimney Rock, Concord, AR
NOV 5 Southern Cattle Company Annual Sale, Marianna, FL
NOV 7  The Branch Ranch Brangus Bull & Female Sale, 
 Mansfield, LA 
NOV 9  Buffalo Livestock Marketing Pre-Conditioned Calf Sale,  
 Buffalo, TX 
NOV 9  Barber Ranch Herefords/Express Angus Bull Sale, San  
 Saba, TX 
NOV 11-12 ACE @ Quail Valley Farms Brangus & Santa Gertrudis  
 Bull & Female Sales, Oneonta, AL 
NOV 17 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering featuring  
 Schaefer Farms Angus, San Saba, TX 
NOV 18-19 Cavender-Draggin’ M Partners Brangus Bull, Female  
 and Commercial Female Sales, Jacksonville, TX
NOV 19 Collier Farms Beefmaster Performance Bull Sale,
 Brenham, TX
NOV 19 South Texas Heritage Santa Gertrudis Sale, Robstown, TX
NOV 26 Pine Belt Alliance Brangus Bull & Female Sale, Purvis,  
 MS 
DEC 2-4 Texas Simmental/Simbrah Association Southern 
 Showcase, Brenham, TX
DEC 3  Rancher’s Choice Charolais Bull Sale, Nixon, TX
DEC 3  Texas Drovers Bull & Commercial Female Sale, Weimar,  
 TX 
DEC 3  Tom Brothers Opening Day of Private Treaty Sale,   
 Campbellton, TX 
DEC 3 2 Bar C 4th Annual Production Sale, Luling, TX
DEC 15  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba, TX

 
 

Special Bull Offering   
Thursday, October 13 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

In conjunction with the regular sale.  Bulls will sell at 10:00 am. 
Featuring Martin-Bruni Brangus, Hidden Oaks Ranch Hereford & Simmons Charolais Bulls.  

Books are Closed!  
 
 

9th Annual Hill Country Youth Heifer Sale  
Wednesday, October 19 @ 11:00 am | San Saba 

 
 
 
 

For details on the above sale or online viewing/bidding call or visit our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ken & Kynda Jordan - Owners & Operators  
San Saba  325-372-5159 | Mason  325-347-6361 |  jordancattle.com 

Weekly Sales at 11:00 AM 
Mason on Monday & San Saba on 

Visit
www.SOUTHERNLIVESTOCK.com

for all of your advertising needs and the latest 
news and sale reports!

OCT 6TH
Comanche, TX
Offering 125

Hereford Bulls
Bred and developed 
for the commercial 

cattleman

John | 325-642-0745
Tom | 325-642-0748

Office 325-356-2284
John@dudleybros.com

WWW.DUDLEYBROS.COM

OCT 8TH
Floresville, TX

Registered Beefmaster & E6 Female Sale
Anthony Mihalski

210-415-0888
Bruce Robbins
210-861-5136

Mike Green
979-229-6563

Bill & Dusty Carr | 361-586-5067 | 361-215-3600

Upcoming Upcoming 
EventsEvents

l 2023 l
JAN 13 - FEB 4 Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo,   
 Fort Worth, TX
FEB 9-26 San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo, San
 Antonio, TX
FEB 28-MAR 19 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo,  
 Houston, TX

spread interest in creating a cow herd that 
is a better match to local ranch conditions.”

Those conditions, in terms of pre-
cipitation, have been well above aver-
age since about 1983. From the con-
sumer perspective, cattle are a lot 
better than they were 30 years ago.

“The industry had successfully se-
lected for cattle with increased growth, 
carcass weight and marbling, but it 
wasn’t as focused on matching cat-
tle to their forage resources. The 2011 
drought changed all that,” he said.

Keeping cows that can adapt to their 
environment, particularly a dry cli-
mate, is important in tough years, 
Lalman said. Other takeaways from 
the last severe drought period include:

• For a commercial cow/calf operation, 
purchasing seedstock that excel in fertility 
and fleshing ability without requiring a lot 
of expensive supplemental feed is critical.

“I don’t care how much ge-
netic potential their calves have for 
growth, carcass yield or marbling, if 
a cow doesn’t raise a calf, you don’t 
have a carcass to sell,” Lalman said.

• A cow herd developed with the fun-
damental principles of moderate ma-
ture size, moderate genetic potential for 
milk production, good fleshing ability 
on grass and good feet has a much higher 
probability of thriving in tough envi-
ronments and through drought periods.

• Reduce the stocking rate and work 
to develop a grazing system less reliant 
on purchased or harvested hay. In 1980, 
Oklahoma produced about three-fourths 
ton of hay for every beef cow. Today, the 
state produces two-and-a-half tons of hay 
for every beef cow. The system exposes 
cow/calf producers to more risk and forces 
excessive destocking when it doesn’t rain.

“I think 2011 and 2012 made an im-
pression that will last,” Lalman said. “A 
lot of serious producers took note and are 
better prepared today with cows that are 
a better match to their environment, im-
proved grazing systems, a lower stock-
ing rate and an emergency fund of good 
quality hay stored in a barn. There’s just 
a lot more people taking precautions.”

Wheat varieties
Brett Carver, OSU regents pro-

fessor and wheat genetics chair, said 
it’s a survival of the fittest as he and the 
OSU Wheat Improvement Team sift 
through thousands of wheat genetic lines 
every year to develop new varieties. 
OSU research showed the germplasm 
Showdown stood out during its formative 
years when drought was a major factor.

“From 2011 to 2014, Showdown as an 
experimental line was drought resistant 
by nature, and those genetics are fixed. 
They don’t change,” he said. “Showdown 
packs a punch against drought.”

While Showdown shows poten-
tial as a drought-friendly wheat vari-
ety, Carver said wheat breeding involves 
studying varieties that can withstand a 
range of intense weather patterns, in-
cluding the wetter years in which dis-
ease epidemics can be equally dev-
astating as chronic drought stress.

“There’s no model genotype for 
what we’ll need 10 years from now,” 
he said. “We give a variety five years 
of testing once it’s been identified 
and look for maturity and adapta-
tion patterns that fit both extremes.”

Applying...
(Continued from page 23)

OCT 29TH
Beeville, Texas

Selling over 200 head
Registered & Commercial

Hereford, Brahman &
F1 Females

Dr. Wayne Deason 210-287-6849
Bryan Hartmann 830-391-1717

Ralph Stubenthal 361-318-8788
Don Roeder 361-649-7111

Gary Fuentes 210-844-9615

Rodney Butler 361-645-5002
Robbie Morish 361-920-0012

WWW.SOUTHTEXASHEREFORD.ORG



SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARDFRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2022PAGE 26

Irrigated                                                                                Fertilized

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 5, 2022
PAGE 18 SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

CLASSIFIED
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 791364 • San Antonio, TX 78279-1364
Office Located:

407 Breesport • San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210/524-9697 • Fax: 210/524-9690

ADVERTISING RATES
Display (Box Ads)              Line Ads

1-Time..............................$12.00
2 or More Times ................$9.60
Minimum..........................1 inch
Reverses ..........................$15.00
Blind Box Charge .............$5.00

Line Ads:
5 lines for $6.00, $1.50 for each
additional line (allow 16 char-
acters per line). The terms on

Classified advertising are cash.
No credit is allowed.

Credit For Errors Allowed On First Insertion Only

3-Cattle
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Willis, Texas
Registered Brangus Cattle and Quarter Horses

Mike Manners, Owner Bill Cawley, Cattle Manager
2505 N. Frazier St., St. 100 713/875-7711 mobile
Conroe, Texas 77303 wfcawley@yahoo.com
www.stalwartranch.com

-- For Sale --
TEASER BULLS

Halter Breaking Donkeys Avail.
Triple S Cattle Service

254/793-2389 or 254/793-2484
Cell: 512/963-2116

Hallettsville, Texas

Registered Angus Bulls For Sale:
14-24 mo. old bulls. EPD’s, breeding guarantee, virgin bulls ready for service.

Home:
361/798-5662
Mark’s Cell:
361/798-6558

www.jbarangus.com

West Texas Tough
325/554-7838 • 325/669-5727

BRANGUS BULLS

BUCKNER POLLED
BEEFMASTERS

Heifers, Cows, Bulls Available
Near Groesbeck, Texas

254/747-2199
www.bucknerpolledbeefmasters.info

For information on Simmental
and Simbrah, contact:

Bill Carr
HILLTOP RANCH

BEEFMASTERS
Ranch Locations:

Webb County - 30 miles Northeast of
Laredo, Texas

Wilson County - 8 miles West of
Floresville, Texas

Kendall County - Midway between Boerne
and Fredericksburg, Texas

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2947

Laredo, Texas 78044-2947
Phone: (361) 586-5067

19-Livestock Supplies

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

WILSON &
WILSON BRANGUS

Troup, TX

Producing Quality Brangus
since 1990!

info@wilsonbrangus.com

REGISTERED
BRANGUS BULLS

Scotty    903/360-1576
Ross    903/649-3166

LSAA
Bull and Select

Female Sale
Dec. 2, 2022

Texas Simmental/
Simbrah Association

President - Sam Hodges
825 Usener St. #726 | Houston, TX 77009

903-701-7929
info.txsimmentalsimbrah@gmail.com

www.texassimmentalsimbrah.com

QUALITY COASTAL HAY & ALFALFA
SPRIGGING AVAILABLE • COASTAL • TIFTON 85 • JIGGS

1300 Bootleg Road Larry 830/570-0878
Pleasanton, TX 78064 Dustin 830/570-2551

jasikhayfarms.com

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News and Sale Reports!

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

OUTFRONT CATTLE SERVICE
DENNIS ADAMS
P.O. BOX 10590

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77842
979/693-1301 • 979/229-4472 (M)

EMAIL: dennis@outfrontcattle.com

TXE-127-006591
Auctioneer & Sale Manager

7320 Triple Elm North
San Antonio, Texas 78263

210/648-5475 Ofc. - 210/648-4939 Fax
210/415-0888 Mobile

P.O. Box 1941 • Beeville, TX 78104
Office: 361-362-COWS • Fax: 361-362-1035

Mobile: 361-362-5863
Email: casascattle@hotmail.com

3G SALES & SERVICE
MIKE GREEN

915 Pearidge • Franklin, GA 30217
979/229-6563 • threeg1990@yahoo.com

Private Treaty Marketing
Sales Management

Consultation
Reproductive Physiology

(A.I. and Palpation)

GREG CLIFTON
Auctioneer

817-313-5250

2701 Fox Glenn Ct.
Hurst, Texas 76054

1312 Rodden Dr.
Decatur, TX 76234

972/839-6485
www.doaklambert.com

28-Trucks/Trailers

If a great picture is worth $1,000
Imagine the value of a great video.

WADE FISHER • 254/319-5349
wade@idealvideoproductions.com
www.idealvideoproductions.com

27-Services

27-Services

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News
and Sale Reports!

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News
and Sale Reports!

To Place Ads,  Call: 210/524-9697

Elstner Meat Processing LLC, dba

2109 HWY 90 • Weimar, TX 78962 • 979-725-6203

State Inspected Processing Facility.
Private Labels available.

Weimar

Est. 2022
MEAT COMPANY

•Semen Collection & Processing
•CSS Available Facility

•Storage •Shipping •Supplies
•A.I. •Embryo Collections

•A.I. Training Schools
At our facilities or on-farm collecting

18035 FM 17 • Canton, TX 75103
Toll Free 1-866-604-4044

Fax 903-567-6587

www.championgenetics.com
Brenda Barton • 903/567-4044 (Office)

Craig Barton • 903/920-3223

30-Semen/Embryos
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1/4 MILE SIDE ROLL
IRRIGATION SYSTEM

Also, 800+/- Feet of 6, 7, 8 Inch 
Mainline.  All for $7,500.

Pleasonton, TX
Ph. (830)570-7946
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looked excellent and
upland fields looked good.
Corn was a lost cause, and
most growers were debat-
ing whether to harvest
fields due to low yield
potential. Melon harvest
continued and was the one
bright spot for producers as
demand continued to be
good. Pecan loads were
good in the Rio Grande
Valley for the most part,
and some orchards were
expecting excellent yields.
The El Paso County Water
Improvement District was
expected to announce soon
when irrigation would be
shut off for the remainder
of the year. Producers
were reporting Mozena
obtusa, mesquite webworm

and rose rosette. Produc-
ers continued to cull and
sell livestock.

WEST CENTRAL:
The district was very hot
and very dry with tempera-
tures above 100 degrees
daily. Dryland cotton was
being zeroed out through
insurance, and irrigated
cotton that remained was
in poor to fair condition as
producers struggled to
keep up with water
demands. Very little hay
was being produced from
irrigated pastures. Corn
was mature and drying
down, and harvest should
start soon with below-aver-
age yields expected.
Harvested acres were
expected to be limited as
many corn acres went to
silage due to irrigation lim-
its early in the season.

Irrigated sorghum was fair,
but yields were expected to
be down. Trees of all
species were dropping
leaves early. Insect pest
problems were increasing.
Livestock producers were
thinning herds and liqui-
dating stock.

SOUTHWEST: Con-
ditions continued to deteri-
orate due to extreme heat
and drought. Most range-
land grasses and certain
water-intensive deciduous
plants continued to go into
dormancy due to lack of
moisture. Corn and milo
harvest continued with
well-below average yields
reported. Rangelands con-
tinued to be extremely dry
with elevated fire danger.
Cotton fared well in the hot
conditions but was being
heavily irrigated. Herd
numbers were still being
culled. Livestock were still
being supplemented and
many were being sold
because of drought. Rivers
and tanks were drying up.

SOUTH: Soil moisture
conditions were very short
to short across the district
with triple-digit tempera-
tures reported. High day-
time temperatures reached
110 degrees with no rainfall
reported. Irrigated crops
looked fair. Corn harvest
continued. Cotton was still
in the blooming stage in
some areas, and harvest

(Continued from page 17)
Crops...

Is this a fall pricing opportunity for feeders?
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension professor livestock marketing, University of Kentucky

As has been the case all
year, there is no shortage of
factors to discuss when it
comes to this cattle market.
Drought has intensified in
much of the Southern
Plains and has also moved
into large portions of the
Southeast since early sum-
mer. This continues to
result in very large beef
cow slaughter levels, which
have been running 14%
above last year. There is a
little time lag on harvest
data, but a lot of signs point
to cow culling accelerating

again in recent weeks as
conditions have worsened.

Had it not been for the

widespread drought, beef
production would be run-
ning below 2021 levels. The
cow herd and calf crop
have been getting smaller
for several years now. But,
the onslaught of cows and
heifers entering the supply
chain is adding to beef pro-
duction. At the same time,
cattle on feed numbers
have been higher because
cattle have been placed on
feed sooner than would
normally be expected. For
example, calves that were
pulled off wheat pasture

early this winter (or those
that went straight to feed
and never saw wheat pas-
ture) are also entering the
supply chain.

There has also been
some “pull” from the
demand side. Consumer
demand has remained
strong at the retail level.
And, beef exports are run-
ning more than 5% above
the high levels seen in 2021.
There is simply no way that
this supply picture is not
going to get much tighter
once we work through the

effects of this drought. And
the longer the drought per-
sists, the tighter that supply
picture will be on the other
side.

Risk management tools
such as futures and options
and Livestock Risk Pro-
tection (LRP) Insurance
provide producers the
opportunity to capture
price expectations revealed
through futures markets.
The markets understand
the tight supply picture that
is being set up and have
responded accordingly.
Fall CME© Feeder Cattle
futures have moved back
into the mid-$180, which is
more than $10 per cwt
higher than they were in
late May. As I write this in
mid-July, I would remind
everyone that this creates
pricing opportunities for
summer stocker opera-

tions, and spring calving
cow-calf operations, that
will be marketing cattle this
fall.

Producers that use
Livestock Risk Protection
(LRP) insurance, which is
heavily subsidized and scal-
able to smaller quantities,
need to remember that the
minimum length of cover-
age is 13 weeks. So, the first
available ending dates for
LRP policies being pur-
chased right now are in
mid-October. For a lot of
people, that means it is
time to act if they want to
manage price risk for this
fall. There is no way to
know where these markets
are headed, but there are
opportunities to take
advantage of this recent
price run up.

SLS

FARMS AND RANCHES FOR SALE

Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548

Mobile: 214-676-6973
Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net

Accredit Buyer Representation (ABR) - We Can Help Buyers.

31-Real Estate For Sale

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

270 Acres. Mitchell County, Texas. Just off I-20, Loraine, Texas. 270 Acres with nice
cash flow. 6 wind turbins. 90 acres of limestone that crushes and is very sough after.
Irrigation well and equipment. Nice modest home and other improvements. 1/4 oil and
gas minerals. Offered at 2.2 million.
198 Acres. Fannin County, Texas. Trenton, Texas north of MeKinney, south of Bonham.
Good county road frontage. Rural water, electricity. Fast growing area. $20,000.00 per
acre.
83 Acres. Kaufman County, Texas. 26 miles Southeast
of Dallas. Long road frontage on FM 1390 near state
Hwy. 34. 6 inch waterline along the front, electricity.
Sandy soil. Offered at $20,000.00 per acre.

was underway in others.
Many cotton acres contin-
ued to struggle and might
not be harvested. Produc-
ers also started harvesting
sesame fields. Most early
planted grain corn and
sorghum was harvested
with poor yields reported.
Peanuts were pegging.
Citrus and sugarcane con-
tinued to be irrigated.
Water levels in Falcon
Lake were very low.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions continued to
decline, and supplemental
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Hay harvests were
well below normal, and
supplies were tightening
leading to rising bale
prices. Deliveries of hay
were increasing. Cattle
producers were thinning or
liquidating herds. Sale
barns were reporting lower
prices on cattle with fair to
poor body condition
scores. Sunflower and
sorghum food plots were in
poor condition. Wildlife,
including deer, were being
provided supplemental
feed, and fawn sightings
were reported. Feed prices
continued to be high.

SLS

Visit Us Online At:   www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News and Sale Reports!

Producers that use
Livestock Risk
Protection  insurance,
which is heavily sub-
sidized and scalable
to smaller quantities,
need to remember that
the minimum length of
coverage is 13 weeks

“

“
SOLD
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looked excellent and
upland fields looked good.
Corn was a lost cause, and
most growers were debat-
ing whether to harvest
fields due to low yield
potential. Melon harvest
continued and was the one
bright spot for producers as
demand continued to be
good. Pecan loads were
good in the Rio Grande
Valley for the most part,
and some orchards were
expecting excellent yields.
The El Paso County Water
Improvement District was
expected to announce soon
when irrigation would be
shut off for the remainder
of the year. Producers
were reporting Mozena
obtusa, mesquite webworm

and rose rosette. Produc-
ers continued to cull and
sell livestock.

WEST CENTRAL:
The district was very hot
and very dry with tempera-
tures above 100 degrees
daily. Dryland cotton was
being zeroed out through
insurance, and irrigated
cotton that remained was
in poor to fair condition as
producers struggled to
keep up with water
demands. Very little hay
was being produced from
irrigated pastures. Corn
was mature and drying
down, and harvest should
start soon with below-aver-
age yields expected.
Harvested acres were
expected to be limited as
many corn acres went to
silage due to irrigation lim-
its early in the season.

Irrigated sorghum was fair,
but yields were expected to
be down. Trees of all
species were dropping
leaves early. Insect pest
problems were increasing.
Livestock producers were
thinning herds and liqui-
dating stock.

SOUTHWEST: Con-
ditions continued to deteri-
orate due to extreme heat
and drought. Most range-
land grasses and certain
water-intensive deciduous
plants continued to go into
dormancy due to lack of
moisture. Corn and milo
harvest continued with
well-below average yields
reported. Rangelands con-
tinued to be extremely dry
with elevated fire danger.
Cotton fared well in the hot
conditions but was being
heavily irrigated. Herd
numbers were still being
culled. Livestock were still
being supplemented and
many were being sold
because of drought. Rivers
and tanks were drying up.

SOUTH: Soil moisture
conditions were very short
to short across the district
with triple-digit tempera-
tures reported. High day-
time temperatures reached
110 degrees with no rainfall
reported. Irrigated crops
looked fair. Corn harvest
continued. Cotton was still
in the blooming stage in
some areas, and harvest
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Crops...

Is this a fall pricing opportunity for feeders?
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension professor livestock marketing, University of Kentucky

As has been the case all
year, there is no shortage of
factors to discuss when it
comes to this cattle market.
Drought has intensified in
much of the Southern
Plains and has also moved
into large portions of the
Southeast since early sum-
mer. This continues to
result in very large beef
cow slaughter levels, which
have been running 14%
above last year. There is a
little time lag on harvest
data, but a lot of signs point
to cow culling accelerating

again in recent weeks as
conditions have worsened.

Had it not been for the

widespread drought, beef
production would be run-
ning below 2021 levels. The
cow herd and calf crop
have been getting smaller
for several years now. But,
the onslaught of cows and
heifers entering the supply
chain is adding to beef pro-
duction. At the same time,
cattle on feed numbers
have been higher because
cattle have been placed on
feed sooner than would
normally be expected. For
example, calves that were
pulled off wheat pasture

early this winter (or those
that went straight to feed
and never saw wheat pas-
ture) are also entering the
supply chain.

There has also been
some “pull” from the
demand side. Consumer
demand has remained
strong at the retail level.
And, beef exports are run-
ning more than 5% above
the high levels seen in 2021.
There is simply no way that
this supply picture is not
going to get much tighter
once we work through the

effects of this drought. And
the longer the drought per-
sists, the tighter that supply
picture will be on the other
side.

Risk management tools
such as futures and options
and Livestock Risk Pro-
tection (LRP) Insurance
provide producers the
opportunity to capture
price expectations revealed
through futures markets.
The markets understand
the tight supply picture that
is being set up and have
responded accordingly.
Fall CME© Feeder Cattle
futures have moved back
into the mid-$180, which is
more than $10 per cwt
higher than they were in
late May. As I write this in
mid-July, I would remind
everyone that this creates
pricing opportunities for
summer stocker opera-

tions, and spring calving
cow-calf operations, that
will be marketing cattle this
fall.

Producers that use
Livestock Risk Protection
(LRP) insurance, which is
heavily subsidized and scal-
able to smaller quantities,
need to remember that the
minimum length of cover-
age is 13 weeks. So, the first
available ending dates for
LRP policies being pur-
chased right now are in
mid-October. For a lot of
people, that means it is
time to act if they want to
manage price risk for this
fall. There is no way to
know where these markets
are headed, but there are
opportunities to take
advantage of this recent
price run up.
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Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548
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Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net
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31-Real Estate For Sale

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

270 Acres. Mitchell County, Texas. Just off I-20, Loraine, Texas. 270 Acres with nice
cash flow. 6 wind turbins. 90 acres of limestone that crushes and is very sough after.
Irrigation well and equipment. Nice modest home and other improvements. 1/4 oil and
gas minerals. Offered at 2.2 million.
198 Acres. Fannin County, Texas. Trenton, Texas north of MeKinney, south of Bonham.
Good county road frontage. Rural water, electricity. Fast growing area. $20,000.00 per
acre.
83 Acres. Kaufman County, Texas. 26 miles Southeast
of Dallas. Long road frontage on FM 1390 near state
Hwy. 34. 6 inch waterline along the front, electricity.
Sandy soil. Offered at $20,000.00 per acre.

was underway in others.
Many cotton acres contin-
ued to struggle and might
not be harvested. Produc-
ers also started harvesting
sesame fields. Most early
planted grain corn and
sorghum was harvested
with poor yields reported.
Peanuts were pegging.
Citrus and sugarcane con-
tinued to be irrigated.
Water levels in Falcon
Lake were very low.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions continued to
decline, and supplemental
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Hay harvests were
well below normal, and
supplies were tightening
leading to rising bale
prices. Deliveries of hay
were increasing. Cattle
producers were thinning or
liquidating herds. Sale
barns were reporting lower
prices on cattle with fair to
poor body condition
scores. Sunflower and
sorghum food plots were in
poor condition. Wildlife,
including deer, were being
provided supplemental
feed, and fawn sightings
were reported. Feed prices
continued to be high.
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Heifer and cow slaughter
By Josh Maples, Mississippi State University assistant 

professor & Extension economist.

Increased cull cow slaugh-
ter and number of heifers in 
the feedlot mix have been key 
factors to watch in 2022. Each 
have implications for beef pro-
duction and cattle supplies both 
this year and moving forward.

Beef cow slaughter has 
been stronger throughout 
2022. During August, beef cow 
slaughter was up about 9 per-
cent above a year ago which is 
about 24,000 head higher while 
dairy cow slaughter was esti-
mated to be down 1,600 head. 
Year to date, beef cow slaughter 
is about 13 percent above 2021.

Regionally, cow slaugh-
ter in the Southern Plains is 

much higher than in 2021 
where drought has been a 
major factor. Region 6 con-
sists of Arkansas, Louisiana, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and 
Texas and beef cow slaugh-
ter in this region is about 30 
percent higher year-to-date 
in 2022 than in 2021. That is 
more than 150,000 head higher 
than a year ago in this region. 
These are very high levels of 
cow slaughter and even sur-
pass the high slaughter totals 
seen during the 2011 drought.

 Heifer slaughter during 
August is estimated about 10 
percent above August 2021. 
There was one additional 

business day in August 2022 
which accounts for some of 
the increase. Meanwhile, steer 
slaughter was less than one 
percent above August 2021. 
Heifer dressed weights are 
up one pound compared to 
last year while steer weights 
are even with a year ago.

The increase in heifer 
slaughter and dressed weights 
are contributing to higher 
beef production totals than 
were previously expected. 
The projections in the latest 
World Agricultural Supply and 
Demand Estimates (WASDE) 
report are for a slight increase 
in beef production during 2022 
above 2021 which is a shift 
from the projection at the start 
of the year of a three percent 
decline. Higher beef produc-
tion from heifers is a key driver.

July beef exports stay on $1 billion/month pace
Source: United States Meat Export Federation

U.S. beef exports again 
topped $1 billion in July and 
posted the fifth-largest volume 
on record, according to data 
released by USDA and com-
piled by the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation (USMEF). Pork 
exports remained below last 
year’s pace but continued to 
gain strength in Colombia and 
the Caribbean and stayed above 
year-ago for Mexico, the lead-
ing destination for U.S. pork. 

July beef exports totaled 

126,567 metric tons (mt), up 3% 
year-over-year. Export value 
increased 7% to $1.006 bil-
lion, topping the $1 billon mark 
for the sixth time this year. For 
the first seven months of 2022, 
beef exports increased 6% from 
a year ago to 870,471 mt, val-
ued at $7.2 billion (up 29%).

“Global demand for U.S. 
beef continues to be amazingly 
resilient, especially at the retail 
level,” said USMEF President 
and CEO Dan Halstrom. 

(Continued on page 28)

While increased cow and 
heifer slaughter totals are 
contributing to higher beef 
production this year, the lon-
ger-run implications are tighter 
supplies. The higher slaughter 
totals imply fewer cows and 
fewer replacement heifers to 
produce calves. The current 
WASDE projection for 2023 
beef production would be about 
six percent below the current 
2022 projection. Price expecta-
tions are reflecting these tighter 
supplies. Live cattle futures 
prices for 2023 contract months 
are currently trading between 
$155 to $161 while Feeder 
Cattle futures prices for 2023 
contract months are trading be-
tween $185 and $200 per cwt. 
It appears likely that there will 
be some attractive pricing op-
portunities for cattle producers.

“Exports have also benefited 
from a partial rebound in the 
foodservice sector but this re-
covery is far from complete. 
Many markets are still gradually 
easing COVID restrictions, so 
we definitely see opportunities 
for further growth as restaurant 
traffic returns. Headwinds re-
main formidable, however, in-
cluding further devaluation of 
key trading partner currencies.” 

U.S. pork exports reached 
208,095 mt in July, down 
6% from a year ago, valued 
at $625 million (down 5%). 
Through July, exports were 
17% below last year at just 
under 1.5 million mt, valued 
at $4.24 billion (down 15%).

“July pork exports were 
below last year but the good 
news is that the per-unit price of 
U.S. pork is trending higher in 
the international marketplace, 
even while our major competi-
tors’ prices remain below year-
ago levels,” Halstrom said. 
“Export value per head in July 

reached $67.10, nearly even 
with year-ago and the highest 
since last July. We are also en-
couraged by the recent trendlines 
for pork variety meat exports, es-
pecially to China and Mexico.” 

Japan leads broad-based 
growth in July beef exports

Beef exports to leading 
volume market Japan reached 
30,726 in July, up 8% from 
a year ago, valued at $231.6 
million (up 3%). This pushed 
January-July exports 1% above 
last year’s pace at 186,239 mt, 
while value climbed 17% to 
$1.49 billion. For beef vari-
ety meat – mainly tongues and 
skirts – exports to Japan were 
steady with last year at 33,581 
mt but value jumped an impres-
sive 38% to nearly $340 million. 

South Korea remains the 
top value market for U.S. beef, 
though July exports were mod-
estly below last year at 22,710 
mt (down 3%), valued at $199.3 
million (down 4%). Through 
July, exports to Korea were 
still 5% ahead of last year’s re-
cord pace at 173,203 mt, val-
ued at $1.72 billion (up 33%). 

Despite still-stringent 
COVID restrictions and peri-
odic lockdowns in some major 
cities, China’s demand for U.S. 
beef continues to post steady 
growth. July exports to China/
Hong Kong totaled 26,884 mt, 
up 25% from a year ago, while 
export value to the region was 
the highest for any destination 
at $245.4 million (up 34%). 

Other January-July results 
for U.S. beef exports include: 

• Despite taking a step back 
in July, beef exports to Taiwan 
remain on a record pace in 
2022. July exports were lower 

than a year ago in both volume 
(4,614 mt, down 21%) and 
value ($51.4 million, down 
17%). But through July, ship-
ments to Taiwan still climbed 
19% to 41,857 mt, valued 
at $495.6 million (up 45%). 

• In the ASEAN re-
gion, strong growth in the 
Philippines and Vietnam 

pushed January-July exports 
8% higher than a year ago at 
37,255 mt, while value soared 
62% to $276.1 million. Export 
value to the Philippines more 
than doubled to $96.5 million 
(up 104%), while Vietnam 
climbed 69% to $49.3 mil-
lion. Despite lower volumes, 
export value to Indonesia in-
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Feed price implications for fall
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky 

Extension professor
As we move into fall, we 

have a pretty good feel for the 
size of the 2022 corn crop. 
Acreage is down significantly 
from last year and yield pro-
jections were reduced by al-

most three bushels this month 
to 172.5 per acre. After spend-
ing some time below $6 per 
bushel this summer, CME© 
December corn futures are in 
the upper $6 per bushel range. 

Barring a major shock on the 
demand side, feed prices are 
going to be a challenge for cat-
tle operations this winter. So, I 
wanted to briefly talk through 
some implications of high 
feed prices on feeder cattle 
marketing and management.

Perhaps the most import-
ant thing to remember is that 

cost of gain and value of gain 
are correlated. Feedlots prefer 
to place heavier feeder cat-
tle when feed prices are high, 
so the price discount on higher 
weights gets smaller. This nar-
rowing of price slides increases 
the value of additional pounds 
when feeder cattle are sold. I 
hear a lot more discussion of 

feed prices than value of gain 
when producers discuss cattle 
feeding programs. In truth, op-
portunities can still exist in high 
feed price markets depending 
on cattle price dynamics. So, 
producers need to push the 
pencil on post-weaning feed-
ing programs to determine if 
opportunities exist this fall and 
winter. Generally speaking, 
there is more feed flexibility 
for growing programs than 
finishing programs. Producers 
may find that opportunities 
to grow feeders still exist, es-
pecially if they can efficiently 
make use of alternative feeds.

Along those same lines, 
producers need to make sure 
they distinguish between cost 

of feed and cost of gain. Cost 
per ton of feed really does not 
tell me much unless I know 
something about that feed’s (or 
ration’s) ability to put weight 
on cattle. There are lots of ways 
to lower feed cost per ton, but 
I must make certain that I am 
not losing more value of gain 
than I am saving in cost per ton. 
This is why I tend to lean to-
wards cost of gain when com-
paring programs and prefer to 
run multiple programs through 
a full backgrounding budget 
to compare expected profit.

Finally, there are also im-
plications for fall grazing. 
A quick glance at the drought 
monitor reveals how much vari-
ation exists across the county. 
But, if you are in an area that 
has had good moisture condi-
tions and is getting solid pas-
ture growth, make certain to 
utilize that to the extent possi-
ble. While grazing costs have 
increased recently as well, they 
have certainly not increased as 
much as purchased feed. So, 
fall pasture is likely the most at-
tractive feed that can utilize to 
add pounds. The current mar-
ket also increases incentives to 
incorporate rotational grazing 
or strip grazing to increase the 
utilization of those forages.

creased 29% to $83.1 million. 
• With foodservice demand 

rebounding strongly in the 
Caribbean, exports climbed 32% 
to 16,580 mt, while value soared 
68% to $141.1 million. Exports 
to the Dominican Republic, the 
region’s leading destination 
for U.S. beef, jumped 50% to 
5,351 mt and more than dou-
bled in value ($56.3 million, up 
108%). Exports also increased 
to Jamaica, the Bahamas, 
the Netherlands Antilles, 
Trinidad and Tobago and the 
Leeward-Windward Islands. 

• Led by rapid growth in 
Guatemala, Panama, Honduras 
and Costa Rica, exports to 
Central America are on a record 
pace in 2022. Through July, 
exports to the region increased 
13% to 12,526 mt, while value 
climbed 33% to $88.2 million. 

• Beef exports to Colombia 
also reached new heights 
through July, increasing 52% to 
5,906 mt. With demand climb-
ing in both the retail and food-
service sectors, export value 
soared 73% to $29 million. 

• July beef export value 
equated to $472.75 per head of 
fed slaughter, up 11% from a 
year ago. The January-July av-
erage was $476.38 per head, 
up 29%. Exports accounted for 
16.4% of total July beef produc-
tion and 14.1% for muscle cuts 
only, each up about one percent-
age point from last year. The 
January-July ratios were 15.5% 
and 13.3%, up from 12.6% and 
14.8%, respectively, a year ago. 


