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The role of China in 
global beef markets has 
changed rapidly in the past 
two decades.  China (includ-
ing Hong Kong) was not a 
player at all in global beef 
markets as little as fifteen 
years ago but has risen rap-
idly to become the largest 
beef importer in the last de-
cade (Figure 1).  For many 
years, China was a large 
beef producing and consum-
ing country but had almost 

no presence in global beef 
markets.  Starting about 
2013, rising beef consump-
tion in China began to ex-
ceed domestic beef produc-
tion leading for the first time 
to significant beef imports.

Although per capita 
beef consumption in China 
remains relatively low, 
roughly 13 pounds com-
pared to 59 pounds in the 
U.S., the large population 
means that small increases 
in beef consumption repre-
sent large amounts of beef 
in total.  As a result, China/
HK quickly became the larg-
est beef importing country, 
surpassing the U.S. by 2017 
(Figure 2).  As recently as 
2022, China/HK accounted 
for over 35 percent of global 
beef imports.

Part of the growth in 
beef imports in China/HK 
included increased exports 
of U.S. beef to China. Hong 
Kong was a significant beef 
export market in the 2010s, 
representing as much as 16 
percent of total U.S. beef ex-
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The importance of China in 
global and U.S. beef markets

By Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University 
Extension livestock marketing specialist
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ports, and was the number 
three export market.  It was 
generally recognized that a 
portion of exports to Hong 
Kong were subsequently 
transshipped into China.  
After the U.S. achieved of-
ficial access to China, beef 
exports began to grow, with 
exports to Hong Kong de-
creasing as expected (Figure 
3).  For this reason, data 
from China and Hong Kong 
are combined, although still 
reported separately. 

In 2025, with tariffs in 
place and U.S. access to 
China revoked, exports 

to China/HK decreased 
sharply, although beef ex-
ports to Hong Kong in-
creased to slightly offset 
the total decrease (due to 
different political responses 
in Hong Kong).  The China/
HK share of U.S. beef ex-
ports dropped from 18.7 per-
cent (third largest) to 10.4 
percent of total beef exports 
and fourth place among beef 
export destinations (Figure 
4).

While China/HK quickly 
grew to be a major U.S. beef 
export market after 2020, 
the U.S. share of total China/

HK beef imports has been 
relatively small. The U.S. 
share of total beef imports in 
China/HK peaked at 8.8 per-
cent in 2022 and dropped to 
3.7 percent in 2025.  There 
is no doubt that China/HK 
generally represents signif-
icant beef export potential 
for the U.S. in the absence of 
political barriers.

Figure 4 shows the dra-
matic loss of China/HK beef 
exports in 2025 relative to 
other major beef export 
markets.  Decreased beef 
exports to China/HK ac-
counted for 68 percent of the 

total decrease in U.S. beef 
exports in 2025.  The im-
pact of this loss in U.S. beef 
market was largely unrec-
ognized simply because the 
domestic U.S. market was so 
strong and trending higher.  
Under different market cir-
cumstances, the impact 
would be much more evi-
dent.  Part of the future pros-
pects for herd rebuilding and 
increased beef production in 
the U.S. will depending on 
maintaining and building ro-
bust beef export markets and 
China/HK will certainly be a 
key component.

By Charley Martinez, Ph.D., University of
Tennessee Agricultural & Resource Economics

Check in on the Choice-Select spread
Over the last few weeks, 

the choice-select spread has 
become a topic of discus-
sion in my market outlooks. 
The Choice–Select spread 
directly reflects the market 
value of quality, signaling 
how much buyers are willing 
to pay for cattle that grade 
USDA Choice versus Select. 
When the spread is wide, 
cattle that grade choice cap-
ture higher carcass prices 
and grid premiums, making 
quality-focused production 
more profitable. Conversely, 
a narrow or negative spread 
reduces incentives for high-
er-quality graded carcasses. 
If the spread remains narrow 
or inverts for extended pe-
riods, it can pose financial 
risk by prolonging cattle 
feeding or incurring higher 
costs without a clear payoff. 
Because the spread responds 

to consumer demand, beef 
supplies, and economic con-
ditions, it also serves as a de-
cision-making indicator for 
marketing timing, feeding 
strategies, and risk manage-
ment. In short, in the short-
term, the Choice–Select 
spread links consumer pref-
erences back to the feedlot, 
shaping both profitability and 
production decisions.

Above is the daily 
choice-select spread for 2025 
and 2026 through the first 
of May. This figure shows 
clear differences in both the 
level and volatility of the 
daily Choice–Select spread 
between 2025 and 2026. In 
2025, the spread began near 
the upper $20 range, be-
fore declining through the 
early part of the year (end of 
February) and then recov-
ering to consistently higher 

Figure 1. Daily (January 1- May 1) Choice-Select Spread 
for 2025 and 2026 (Source: USDA AMS daily report 
LM_XB403)

values in the mid to upper 
teens and low $20s in March 
and April, indicating a gen-
erally strong premium for 
Choice beef. In contrast, the 
2026 spread began the year 
much lower and more vari-
able, hovering mostly be-
tween zero and $10 and even 
turning negative at several 
points, which signals periods 
when Choice carcasses com-
manded little to no premium 
over Select.

The persistently low 
and occasionally negative 
Choice–Select spread shown 
in Figure 1 for 2026 leaves 
important questions. Is this 

due in part to softening beef 
demand or other market 
forces at play? Given the re-

cent rise in fuel costs, income 
for other items, and weekly 

(Continued on page 2)
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spending at stores has likely 
taken a hit, which tends to 
push consumers toward more 
price sensitive food choices 
and away from higher priced 
beef items that rely on Choice 
level marbling. As a result, 
downstream buyers have 
placed less emphasis on qual-
ity premiums, compressing 
the spread even when sup-
ply conditions might other-
wise support it. At the same 
time, higher fuel costs raise 

transportation and operat-
ing expenses throughout the 
beef supply chain, limiting 
packers’ and retailers’ will-
ingness to pay up for higher 
grades. Together, possibly 
weaker consumer demand for 
premium beef and rising fu-
el-related costs help explain 
why the 2026 spread remains 
subdued, signaling dimin-
ished incentives for quality 
premiums relative to periods 
like 2025 when consumer de-
mand conditions were stron-
ger.

Check in...
(Continued from page 1)
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import
Statistics For 7-28-22

SPECIES: 7-23-2022: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 1,612 1,390 50,293
b. Breeding Males 27 11 1,712
c. Breeding Females 17 1 802
Total 1,656 1,402 52,807
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 149 104 1,115
c. Breeding Females 0 249 4,598
Total 149 353 5,713

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 100 118 3,551
Total 100 118 3,553

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 418 305 7,772
b. Breeding Males 20 13 597
c. Breeding Females 34 43 1,000
d. Geldings 25 31 463
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 11
Total 497 392 9,843

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 102

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 8-2-2022: 1-1-22 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 8,696 276,419

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,558 103,375

A Tex by any other name
There was a time when

anybody from Texas who
made a name in the wider
world was invariably given
a new nickname: Tex. We
point to cowboy singer and
actor Tex Ritter, boxing
promoter Tex Rickard and
jazz saxophonist Tex
Beneke as prime examples.

Tex Avery was another
and I dare say there are
more people familiar with
his work than the other
three combined. Ever
watch a Bugs Bunny, Daffy
Duck, or Porky Pig car-
toon? Then you’re familiar
with Tex Avery’s contribu-
tion to American culture.

Born in Taylor in 1908,
Frederick Bean Avery was
a direct descendant of
Daniel Boone and Judge
Roy Bean. The family was
proud of its connection to
Boone but took pains to
hide their relation to Bean.

Avery’s grandmother
urged him to never tell any-
one of the judge in the fam-
ily closet because “he’s a
no-good skunk.”

Avery graduated from
North Dallas High School
in 1926 when the popular
catchphrase for teens was,
“What’s up, doc?” He stud-
ied art and drawing in
Chicago for a summer but
returned to Dallas that fall
to work odd jobs. A couple
of years later he took a road
trip to California with some
friends. The friends went
back to Dallas but Avery
stayed in California, un-
loading produce trucks by
day, sleeping on the beach
at night, and trying to sell

his cartoons to local papers.
A job at the Walter

Lantz studio as an assistant
animator for “Oswald the
Lucky Rabbit” cartoon
series led Avery to the real-
ization that he wasn’t the
best artist on the lot— far
from it— so he took it upon
himself to learn as much as
he could about every
aspect of production.

By the end of his stay at
the Lantz studio, Avery
had directed two full-
length animated features
and gained the nickname
he would become known

by: Tex. He also lost use of
his left eye during some
playful office hijinks fea-
turing paper clips and a
game of catch.

In 1935 Avery went to
work for Warner Brothers,
where he produced his
best-known work. Working
from an office dubbed
Termite Palace because of
the heavy presence of said
insects,

Avery oversaw a team
that included artist Chuck
Jones and voice-over leg-
end Mel Blanc. From

(Continued on page 12)

In case you haven’t
heard, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has extend-
ed the deadline to apply for
the Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP), indefinitely.
This extension allows for
producers to sign and
return the pre-filled appli-
cation for Phase 1 of the
ERP.

There still remains a
considerable amount of
confusion about what is
represented on the form.
First of all, if you have
received this form, you
have participated and have
received indemnities in
either the Pasture Range-
land Forage (PRF) crop
insurance policy or from
the Noninsured Crop Di-
saster Assistance Program
(NAP) that is administered
through the FSA—or both.

The indemnities listed
on this prefilled form are a
result of indemnities
received in 2020, 2021 and
the early months of 2022.
Specifically, the PRF in-
demnities are those hay-
able or improved grasses

acres listed on your policy
from these time periods.
What is important to note
is that the grazing only
acres of your policy will be
covered through the
Emergency Livestock Re-
lief Program (ELRP) that
will be administered at the
FSA office through the
Livestock Forage Program
(LRP). 

The interesting thing
here to note is that for
ELRP or LFP to kick in for
your county, your county
would have to be declared
in a disaster for those time
periods. For many counties
in Texas, this means that
you would not be eligible
for ELRP or LFP for 2020
or 2021 because your coun-
ty did not qualify. And for
some counties, even the
early part of 2022 had not
yet qualified.

So, for you producers
with PRF policies that have
improved pastures that
have been properly desig-
nated, you most likely will
be eligible for ERP pay-
ments that will really help

you. Remember how your
policy works. Remember
that you are insuring 2-
month intervals that stand
independently of each
other. For example, for my
grid in Henderson County,
my September-October
interval reported at 34.4%
of normal, which was
enough to cover my entire
yearly premium plus about
58%. I had only one other
interval that reported
below normal (73.5%).
The rest of the year was
fantastic. But even with the
dry September-October,
our county was not desig-
nated in the D2 or higher
stage for long enough to
declare the county.

We have told customers
for many years that you
your PRF policy can pay
you indemnities in even the
overall good years—not
just the bad years like 2011
or now 2022. 

Signup time for PRF in
2023 will start in mid-
September, after the new
rates are published. The
lesson I would try to con-
vey to everyone today is
that the PRF policy is here
to help you. Not just in bad
years like we have now, but
in relatively good years as
well. We have a new agent
coming on board this fall to
assist us in helping you. If
you are not covered, please
call soon so that we can get
the ball rolling. If you are
insured but think your
acres may not be classified
properly, give us a call. We
are here to serve your
needs.

SLS
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USDA Livestock Export/Import
Statistics For 5-21-26

SPECIES: 5-11-26: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE

a. Slaughter 0 0 31
b. Breeding Males 42 8 1,010
c. Breeding Females 0 16 362

Total 42 24 1,403
2) HOGS

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 10 218
c. Breeding Females 0 14 2,143

Total 0 24 2,361
3) SHEEP

a. Slaughter Ewes 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0
4) GOATS

a. Spanish 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0
5) DAIRY CATTLE

a. Breeding Males 0 0 0
b. Breeding Females 0 79 611

Total 0 79 611
6) HORSES

a. Slaughter 540 648 8,634
b. Breeding Males 28 34 845
c. Breeding Females 46 17 664
d. Geldings 17 12 227
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 3

Total 631 711 10,373
7) EXOTICS
Total 0 3 108

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 5-11-26: 1-1-26 - Present
FEEDER CATTLE 0 0

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 0 0

The sea-to-sea aviator
One of Texas’s first great 

aviation events was the ar-
rival of the Vin Fiz Flyer in 
Fort Worth on Oct. 17, 1911. 
The Vin Fiz was a Wright 
Model EX biplane with four 
cylinders, a water-cooled 
engine and a wingspan of 32 
feet. The absence of a throttle 
gave it two gears—wide open 
and stop.

 A 33-year-old daredevil 
named Calbraith (Cal) Perry 
Rodgers was the Flyer’s fear-
less pilot. His inspiration was 
a $50,000 prize that media 
mogul William Randolph 
Hearst offered to the first pilot 
to fly across America, coast 
to coast, in 30 days or less. 
Cal Rodgers set out to claim 
the money, or at least become 
famous trying, which is how 
it worked out. 

That he had neither ex-
perience nor an airplane 
bothered Rodgers not at all. 
He took 90 minutes of flying 
lessons from Orville Wright 
and partnered with a cousin to 
buy one of the first airplanes 
the Wright Brothers sold to a 
private citizen. He persuaded 
J. Ogden Armour, the famous 
meat packer, to sponsor his 
effort.

 In exchange for Armour’s 
financial support, Rodgers 
named his plane after 
Armour’s new grape-fla-
vored soft drink, the Vin Fiz. 
He flew it into the wild blue 
yonder from Sheepshead Bay 
in Brooklyn, New York on 
Sept. 17, 1911. With no com-
pass and no map, Rodgers 
simply pointed the plane 
west and, other than a south-
ern detour to avoid the Rocky 
Mountains, followed railroad 
tracks in the general direction 
of California. 

The smartest decision 
Rodgers made was paying 
Charles Taylor $70 a week 
to keep the Vin Fiz in the air. 
The plane crashed as many 
as 16 times, give or take a 
crash landing or two, on its 

way west. Taylor was just the 
man to keep the plane flying; 
he built the Wright Brothers’ 
first engine-driven plane. 

The Wright Brothers re-
fused to teach Taylor how to 
fly a plane because he was 
too valuable to lose but knew 
more than anybody how the 
plane worked and what to 
do when it didn’t. He and his 
tools, parts and know-how 
rode in a rail car that followed 
and sometimes led the Vin Fiz 
to California. 

Rodgers was already 30 
days into his trip when he 

flew to Texas at the request 
of Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
publisher Amon Carter, but 
he kept going and big crowds 
kept showing up to see him. 
In Texas, Rodgers followed 
the wrong tracks for 70 miles 
but realized his mistake in 
time to turn the plane around 
and land at Fort Worth, much 
to the delight of an estimated 
10,00 people. An even larger 
crowd greeted him at the 
State Fair in Dallas the next 
day. 

From the Dallas Morning 

(Continued on page 3)

It’s times like this that I 
am so glad to be in agricul-
ture and more specifically, 
the cattle business. In the last 
few months, I’ve been able 
to travel to a large portion of 
this great state, going to nu-
merous cattle sales. Almost 
everywhere I’ve seen the 
conditions really good and, 
in some areas, really bad. The 
worst of the areas I have seen 
were in South Texas, from the 
Panhandle down into West 
Texas, and along the Gulf 
Coast region, mainly from 
Corpus Christi all the way to 
Houston. Other than these re-
gions, the country looks fan-
tastic, green as a gourd and 
all of the cattle are standing 
in the pastures with waist 
high lush grass. The other day 
while driving up to the ranch I 
wondered if I had ever seen a 
better spring than what we are 
experiencing this year. Then, 
I chuckled to myself because 
that’s what ranchers always 
say when we have received 
lots of rain and have lots of 
green grass.

In my opinion, ranchers 
have the worst memories of 

anyone, and I can prove it. I 
find it rather amusing when 
I visit ranchers and, regard-
less of what the moisture con-
ditions are at the time, they 
normally don’t remember 
when their last rainfall was 
or even how much they re-
ceived. I remember as a kid 
growing up my dad would 
always say, “Well, it’s not as 
bad as the 1950’s drought!” 
The same can be said about 
good years. When they hap-
pen, no one ever remembers 
the good years when we’ve 
been blessed with wet condi-
tions. Reviewing the NOAA 
rainfall records for my area 
in western Llano County, 
I found that in 2016 we re-
ceived 131% of our normal 
rainfall, 2015-107%, 2007-
149%, 2004-153%. The other 
interesting information I dis-
covered was that in only two 
years out of ten, my rainfall 
was below the normal aver-
age for the year. So yes, we 
have recently enjoyed sev-
eral years when the grass was 
lush, and the flowers were 
beautiful, and everyone was 
happy -- for at least a little 

while.
I would also like to point 

out and brag just a little about 
our meteorologist Brian 
Bledsoe at this time.  If you’ll 
remember, at the 2025 Texas 
A&M Beef Cattle Short 
Course, he accurately fore-
casted that April 2026 would 
be the beginning of a wet 
spring and it would continue 
through the months of May 
and June and sure enough, 
here we are. After this past 
fall and winter, I feel so fortu-
nate to be receiving this wel-
comed moisture and finally, it 
looks as though we are going 
to have a high calf market 
and green grass at the same 
time. That doesn’t happen 
very often. The good news is, 
Brian also forecasted that we 
would have a very hot and dry 
summer followed by a wetter 
than normal fall.       

Speaking of Brian, he just 
confirmed last week that he 
will once again be a guest 
speaker at this year’s Texas 
A&M Beef Cattle Short 
Course, scheduled for August 
3-5. You will find in this 
week’s newspaper an ad for 
the event with information on 
how to attend. It’s not by ac-
cident that each year, some of 
best speakers in the nation are 
in College Station address-
ing the most important topics 
facing today’s cattle busi-
ness. Dr. Cleere and his staff, 
along with the entire AgriLife 
team, do an incredible job of 
providing the kind of infor-
mation useful for seasoned 
veterans all the way to begin-
ners. Trust me, if you are seri-
ous about being in the cattle 
business, this is the best event 
in the nation, and I highly en-
courage you to attend.

Thank you, Lord, for 
the rain we have already re-
ceived, the opportunity to 
live in Texas and to raise cat-
tle, and especially the chance 
to meet so many good peo-
ple that touch our lives every 
day!
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News: “Amid tumultuous ap-
plause from an eager crowd 
of 75,000 persons, Cal P. 
Rodgers, sea-to-sea aviator, 
glided gracefully down the 
infield of the State Fair race-
track at 1:50 p.m. After hov-
ering over the Fairgrounds 
for 15 minutes in the most 
thrilling exhibition of aerial 
navigation ever seen here, he 
headed his biplane south and 
started again on his long jour-
ney to the Pacific Ocean.” 

It took Rodgers two more 
weeks and at least 23 stops to 
cross the miles and miles of 
Texas. Troubles were many. A 
piston crystallized near Kyle. 
In Spofford, his propeller 
struck the ground during take 
off. Other Texas stops, sched-
uled and unscheduled, in-
cluded Austin, San Antonio, 
Denison, Gainesville, San 
Marcos, LaCoste, Sabinal, 
Uvalde, Del Rio, Alpine, 
Marfa, and El Paso. 

Forty-nine days after 
he started, on Nov. 5, 1911, 
Rodgers taxied the Vin Fiz 
Flyer into the Pacific Ocean, 
making him America’s first 
coast-to-coast pilot. The Vin 
Fiz arrived with only the rud-
der, engine drip pan and a sin-
gle strut remaining from the 
original plane. 

Rodgers arrived with 
his leg in a cast and a pair of 
crutches strapped to the side 
of the plane. But he arrived. 

The first pilot to fly 
America coast-to-coast died, 
not too surprisingly, in an air-
plane crash in Long Beach, 
California, on April 3, 1912, a 
few hundred feet from where 
he and the Vin Fiz had com-
pleted the cross-country trip 
five months earlier. 

The FFA inducted 
Rodgers posthumously into 
its Hall of Fame in 1964. 
Taylor, the world’s first air-
plane mechanic, joined him 
there, also posthumously, 
a year later. The FAA’s 
“Charles Taylor Master 
Mechanic Award” is named 
in his honor.

Texas Trails...
(Continued from page 2)

White House addresses 
fertilizer concerns

Source:  USDA
With fertilizer costs 

and global supply concerns 
still weighing heavily on 
American agriculture, the 
Trump administration is 
moving to accelerate domes-
tic production. Agriculture 

Secretary Brooke Rollins an-
nounced three new initiatives 
May 19 aimed at expanding 
U.S. fertilizer manufacturing, 
speeding up project approvals 
and increasing market trans-
parency for farmers.

Speaking alongside 
Republican lawmakers and 
Cabinet officials at USDA 
headquarters, Rollins said 
permitting for a new CF 
Industries ammonia facil-
ity in Louisiana is expected 
to be completed within 45 
days. The $3.7 billion proj-
ect is projected to become 
the world’s largest ammonia 
plant once construction is 
complete.

The new facility will 
be located in Ascension 
Parish, less than 10 miles 
from CF Industries’ existing 
Donaldsonville Complex 
along the Mississippi River. 
Company officials estimate 

construction will take about 
four years. When operational, 
the plant is expected to pro-
duce approximately 1.4 mil-
lion metric tons of low-car-
bon ammonia annually.

“We’re so excited about 
not only the fertilizer implica-
tions of that, but the hundreds 
and hundreds of jobs that 
will come along with it for 
the great state of Louisiana,” 
Rollins said.

Biden-era fertilizer pro-
gram revised

The administration also 
announced major changes 
to the Fertilizer Product 
Expansion Program, or 
FPEP, originally launched 

under the Biden administra-
tion in 2022. The $778 mil-
lion program was created in 
response to soaring fertilizer 
prices driven by Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine and ongo-
ing supply chain disruptions 
following the pandemic. The 

initiative provided grants to 
fertilizer manufacturers to 
help expand domestic pro-
duction capacity.

Under the revised ap-
proach, the Trump adminis-
tration has added funding to 

(Continued on page 12)
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SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

l NO SALE DUE TO HOLIDAY l
VOLUME: 
TREND:  

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commission
Bryan, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-26-26
VOLUME: 735
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 625-715 550-645
300-400 lbs. 550-625 450-575
400-500 lbs. 455-545 420-470
500-600 lbs. 420-505 375-455
600-700 lbs. 360-440 355-415
700-800 lbs. 370-400 320-335
Slaughter cows 155-195
Slaughter bulls 180-217
Stocker cows 2200-3800
Pairs 3150-3600

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-25-26
VOLUME: 282
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 516-812 508-742
300-400 lbs. 494-664 464-598
400-500 lbs. 462-578 428-534
500-600 lbs. 428-506 396-496
600-700 lbs. 336-458 328-438
700-800 lbs. 286-376 276-358
Slaughter cows 134-192
Slaughter bulls 174-210
Stocker cows 2600-3400
Pairs 2600-3400

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

l NO SALE DUE TO HOLIDAY l
VOLUME: 
TREND:  

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas

l NO SALE DUE TO HOLIDAY l
VOLUME: 
TREND:  

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

l NO SALE DUE TO HOLIDAY l
VOLUME: 
TREND:  

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

l NO SALE DUE TO HOLIDAY l
VOLUME: 
TREND:  

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 5-21-26

VOLUME: 1470
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 632-670 —
300-400 lbs. 513-640 482-615
400-500 lbs. 466-545 441-500
500-600 lbs. 416-480 380-455
600-700 lbs. 380-445 346-369
700-800 lbs. 350-374 297-335
Slaughter cows 115-187
Slaughter bulls 179-239
Stocker cows 1550-4100
Pairs 2300-4100

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-25-26
VOLUME: 736
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 619-725 547-640
300-400 lbs. 507-615 472-560
400-500 lbs. 464-515 435-480
500-600 lbs. 423-485 399-475
600-700 lbs. 388-435 382-432.5
700-800 lbs. 332-375 335-355
Slaughter cows 115-188
Slaughter bulls 200-231
Stocker cows 1800-4000
Pairs 1650-6000

SALE: Milam County Livestock Auction
Cameron, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-22-26
VOLUME: 824
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 544-780 513-700
300-400 lbs. 380-650 350-555
400-500 lbs. 341-545 308-540
500-600 lbs. 275-520 225-460
600-700 lbs. — —
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 135-190
Slaughter bulls 155-219
Stocker cows 1100-4150
Pairs 2500-4900

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-26-26
VOLUME: 1333
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 416-800 225-695
300-400 lbs. 380-695 218-625
400-500 lbs. 372-570 212-550
500-600 lbs. 361-525 206-486
600-700 lbs. 315-428 185-390
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 151-189
Slaughter bulls 202-230
Stocker cows 2400-4100
Pairs 3300-3900

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-20-26
VOLUME: 623
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 568-700 520-585
300-400 lbs. 572-660 500-570
400-500 lbs. 500-565 460-520
500-600 lbs. 430-510 400-470
600-700 lbs. 400-482 350-410
700-800 lbs. 350-377 —
Slaughter cows 130-220
Slaughter bulls 180-221
Stocker cows 2850-3200
Pairs 2400-4800

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-23-26
VOLUME: 626
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 420-760 355-680
300-400 lbs. 400-700 385-550
400-500 lbs. 410-540 410-520
500-600 lbs. 385-515 325-450
600-700 lbs. 320-430 315-378
700-800 lbs. 310-401 225-345
Slaughter cows 75-194
Slaughter bulls 160-235
Stocker cows 1350-3900
Pairs —

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-23-26
VOLUME: 1046
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 400-695 400-650
300-400 lbs. 400-620 400-580
400-500 lbs. 325-550 325-485
500-600 lbs. 325-480 325-400
600-700 lbs. 325-420 325-367.5
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 120-185
Slaughter bulls 175-229
Stocker cows 2400-3850
Pairs 3500-4000

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-22-26
VOLUME: 521
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 485-750 450-640
300-400 lbs. 250-620 370-565
400-500 lbs. 387-537 325-490
500-600 lbs. 220-460 300-440
600-700 lbs. 370-400 300-420
700-800 lbs. 310-350 260-340
Slaughter cows 110-210
Slaughter bulls 140-225
Stocker cows 1750-3000
Pairs 3400-5200

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-22-26
VOLUME: 347
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 580-665 572-660
300-400 lbs. 510-650 456-560
400-500 lbs. 470-525 436-530
500-600 lbs. 427-485 400-450
600-700 lbs. 391-415 361-394
700-800 lbs. 363-385 311-345
Slaughter cows 140-181
Slaughter bulls 135-220
Stocker cows 2300-3400
Pairs 3350

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-23-26
VOLUME: 734
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 425-860 375-710
300-400 lbs. 420-645 350-600
400-500 lbs. 390-565 320-545
500-600 lbs. 350-505 315-455
600-700 lbs. 320-465 335-375
700-800 lbs. 335-365 —
Slaughter cows 90-187
Slaughter bulls 165-205
Stocker cows 1200-4400
Pairs 1800-4600

SALE: Cattleman’s Columbus Livestock Auction
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-21-26
VOLUME: 556
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 550-775 525-710
300-400 lbs. 475-620 435-545
400-500 lbs. 410-535 400-492
500-600 lbs. 395-470 375-445
600-700 lbs. 350-425 315-425
700-800 lbs. 310-360 290-340
Slaughter cows 110-197
Slaughter bulls 173-227
Stocker cows 2100-4900
Pairs 1900-5600

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-26-26
VOLUME: 407
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 520-742 400-675
300-400 lbs. 465-640 400-555
400-500 lbs. 400-545 385-465
500-600 lbs. 355-485 335-445
600-700 lbs. 330-420 320-385
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 120-190
Slaughter bulls 190-230
Stocker cows 1500-3700
Pairs 3400-4000

SALE: El Campo Livestock Exchange LLC
El Campo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 5-26-26
VOLUME: 827
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 634-730 590-660
300-400 lbs. 493-640 463-595
400-500 lbs. 467-570 408-590
500-600 lbs. 416-470 370-480
600-700 lbs. 395-425 350-440
700-800 lbs. 340-370 300-400
Slaughter cows 120-225
Slaughter bulls 190-255
Stocker cows 3300-3950
Pairs 3800-4950

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, May 21, 2026: Total receipts: 505, last 
reported (5-14-26) 554, last year 0. Feeder cattle 341 (67.5%), last reported (5-14-26) 460 
(83.0%), last year 0 (0.0%). Slaughter cattle 109 (21.6%), last reported (5-14-26) 70 (12.6%), 
last year 0 (0.0%). Replacement cattle 55 (10.9%), last reported (5-14-26) 24 (4.3%), last year 
0 (0.0%). Compared to last week, feeder cattle overall sold steady to 4.00 higher. Slaughter 
cows sold steady to 3.00 higher. Slaughter bulls sold 2.00 to 3.00 higher.  Supply included: 
68% Feeder Cattle (30% Steers, 42% Heifers, 28% Bulls); 22% Slaughter Cattle (84% Cows, 
16% Bulls); 11% Replacement Cattle (48% Stock Cows, 52% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle 
supply over 600 lbs was 37%.

Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, May 19, 2026: Total receipts 7,116, last 
reported (5-11-26) 5,237, last year 9,354. Feeder cattle: 7,116 (100.0%), last reported (5-11-26) 5,237 
(100.0%), last year 9,354 (100.0%). Compared to last week: Feeder steers and heifers traded mostly 
steady, with moderate to good demand despite declines in cattle futures. Corn prices moved higher on 
expectations of increased exports, contributing to the weaker feeder futures. Slaughter cattle markets again 
reached record highs last week and this with strong movement.  Weaned steer and heifer calves were 
10.00-20.00 lower in a light test and on generally lower quality offerings, while un-weaned calves sold 
sharply lower. Current weather conditions-a hot, humid day followed by a drop into the 60s-are having 
adverse effects on un-weaned and short-weaned calves. Demand for calves was moderate, as some pro-
ducers remain occupied with wheat harvest activities.  Overall quality was mostly average, with feeder 
cattle ranging from medium to fleshy, and a few appearing thin. High winds and warm temperatures over 
the past four days have intensified drought conditions in western Oklahoma, though some rain chances 
remain in the forecast for later this week.  Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (57% Steers, 39% Heifers, 
4% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 82%.

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, May 27, 2026: Sheep and goats: Total 
receipts 4,128, last reported (5-19-26) 10,128, last year 11,483. Feeder sheep/lambs 0 (0.0%), 
last reported (5-19-26) 0 (0.0%), last year 319 (2.8%). Slaughter sheep/lambs 2,635 (63.8%), 
last reported (5-19-26) 5,863 (57.9%), last year 5,815 (50.6%). Feeder goats 298 (7.2%), last 
reported (5-19-26) 1,095 (10.8%), last year 1,072 (9.3%). Slaughter goats 1,195 (28.9%), last 
reported (5-19-26) 3,170 (31.3%), last year 4,277 (37.2%). Compared to last week, slaughter 
hair lambs traded 5.00-10.00 higher, while slaughter ewes traded steady. Feeder goats traded 
12.00 higher and Slaughter goats traded sharply higher. Next report will be released on June 
3, 2026.  Supply included: 64% Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (7% Wooled & Shorn, 70% Hair 
Breeds, 6% Ewes, 16% Hair Ewes, 0% Bucks, 1% Hair Bucks); 7% Feeder Goats (100% 
Kids); 29% Slaughter Goats (58% Kids, 37% Nannies/Does, 5% Bucks/Billies).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, May 12, 2026: Sheep and goats:  
4,040 Light Lambs Higher. Heavy Lambs Higher. Kids Higher. Light Kids Higher. #1 Wool 
Lambs 40-60 Lb 180.00-385.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 170.00-385.00 Cwt. Bbd 
Lambs (40-60 Lb) 130.00-340.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 330.00-425.00 Cwt. Dorpx 
Lambs (60-80 Lb) 300.00-425.00 Cwt. Light Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb) 330.00-425.00 
Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (90-140 Lb) 150.00-425.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes 20.00-270.00 Cwt. 
Sheep Bucks/Rams 90.00-500.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 Lb) 350.00-450.00 Cwt. #1. 
Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 350.00-575.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (60-80 Lb) 350.00-575.00 
Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 175.00-570.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 220.00-325.00 Cwt. Lower Qual-
ity Kids 100.00-250.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 30.00-315.00 Cwt. Stocker. Sp/Boex 
Nannies 200.00-330.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies No Test. Boex Billies 120.00-450.00 Cwt.

For updated daily reports and additional market reports
go to: www.southernlivestock.com
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)

SLS 8-05-22  8/2/22  5:24 PM  Page 5

Conventions past

INDEPENDENT CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS
Round-Up Review

Proudly representing cattlemen 
since 1974!

www.icatexas.com

Independent Cattlemen’s Association of Texas

ROUND-UP REVIEW
P.O. Box 1168 / 220 W. San Antonio St. August, 2022 www.icatexas.com
Lockhart, Texas 78644-1168 512/620-0162 email: tica@icatexas.com

PAGE 5

By:  Kerry Wiggins

President’s
Address...

By Joe C. Paschal, 
Livestock Specialist,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Executive
Director’s Report...

By: Cooper Little

Proudly representing
cattlemen since 1974!

STATE OFFICE: P.O. Box 1168 • 220 W. San Antonio St. • Lockhart, TX 78644
www.icatexas.com • tica@icatexas.com • Office: 512/620-0162

Cooper Little, Executive Director
tica@icatexas.com

Dorothy Harper, Accounting and Human Resources
Breana Barton, Local Chapter Liaison

STATE STAFF:

2022-2023 Executive Board

2022-2023 Board of Directors

Kerry Wiggins, President
Austin, TX

J. Storme Jannise Birdwell, Secretary
Hamshire, TX

Darrell Sklar, 1st Vice President
Edna, TX

Curtiss Calhoun, Treasurer
Cedar Park, TX

Brian Malaer, 2nd Vice President
Harwood, TX

Brad Cotton, Past President
Floresville, TX

Chuck Kiker, Executive Member-At-Large
Beaumont, TX

Carl Glass, Executive Member-At-Large
Skidmore, TX

Paul Looney, Executive Member-At-Large
Mineral, TX

Lindsey Lee
Edna, TX

Bill Breeding
Miami, TX

Dr. Jason Cleere
Madisonville, TX

Ron Denham
Plum, TX 

Horace Drisdale
Plum, TX

Jeff Gau
Round Top, TX

Carl Glass
Skidmore, TX

Lyndon Homann
Lockhart, TX

Rafe  Jackson
Gonzales, TX

J. Storme Jannise
Hamshire, TX

Carilyn John
Seguin, TX

David Karisch
LaGrange, TX

Dr. Sammy Knippa
Seguin, TX

Laurie Miller
Poth, TX

Brenda Moore
La Vernia, TX

Doug Muenchow
Floresville, TX

Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

Richard Niemann
Flatonia, TX

Glen Sachtleben
Gonzales, TX

Greg Seidenberger
Seguin, TX

Bill Selman
Lockhart, TX

Dr. Glen Tate
Adkins, TX

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Tom Beard
Alpine, TX 

Dr. Larry Boleman
College Station, TX

Curtis Calhoun
Cedar Park, TX

Verlin Callahan
Bastrop, TX

Harold Clubb
Hamshire, TX

Joe Conti, Jr.
Victoria, TX

Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX
Peanut Gilfillian
Stowell, TX

Tommy Guerra
Roma, TX

Richard Hodge
Pledger, TX

Connie Jacob
Victoria, TX

Chuck Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Alton Kuykendall
Stockdale, TX

Paul Looney 
Mineral, TX

Billy Bob Low
Cost, TX

Benno Luensmann
Seguin, TX

Bob Nunley Jr.
Sabinal, TX

Richard Nunley
Sabinal, TX 

Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Dr. Joe Paschal
Corpus Christi, TX

Bill Quinney
Gonzales, TX

Phil Sadler
Alba, TX

Jim Selman 
Gonzales, TX

Darrell Sklar
Edna, TX

Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

CHAPTER PRESIDENT/
DIRECTORS:

Colorado Valley ICA
Steve Janda
Gonzales, TX

East Texas ICA
Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Gonzales County ICA
Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

Guada-Coma ICA
Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

MidTex ICA
Tommy Jackson
Luling, TX

South Central Texas ICA
Laurie Miller
Poteet, TX

Southeast Texas ICA
Bill Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Victoria Crossroads
Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX

Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Events
ICA’s 52nd Annual Convention
•	 June 24-26th, 2023 at the Embassy Suites 

Hotel in San Marcos, TX
•	 Schedule includes:  live demos and exhib-

tions, world class trade show, top industry 
speakers, open bars and great food, live and 
silent auctions, several games and raffles, 
live entertainment by Gary P. Nunn
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Rain. Yes, rain with real 
drops falling!  Much of our 
South Texas area received 
some much-needed moisture.  
Hayfields are looking good; 
some are already looking to 
make a second cutting.  But 
some areas had to contend 
with hail.  Hopefully the dam-
age was minimal.  The price 
of fertilizer was brutal, but 
we didn’t have much choice 
but to pay the price. Chemical 
prices were elevated as well 
but weed kill is very benefi-
cial and most of the producers 
I know report high efficacy 
with their herbicide applica-
tions this season.  Farming 

and ranching are a lot like 
Russian Roulette, said an old 
friend who has been around a 
mighty long time. I told him 
I think it is more like a box 
of chocolates…….and I like 
chocolates! 

Congratulations to several 
of our ICA chapters who have 
sponsored outstanding cattle 
sales and fundraising events. 
Our Southeast and Gonzales 
chapters had successful bull 
and heifer sales that attracted 
many consignors and buy-
ers. Our Victoria Crossroads 
chapter held a well-attended 
fundraiser with a great meal 

I’ll never forget the first 
Independent Cattlemen’s 
Association’s I spoke at; 
it was at the old convention 
center in downtown San 
Antonio. I spoke on feeding 
cottonseed products to cat-
tle. It must have been in the 
late 80s or early 90s because 
that’s about when research 
indicated that gossypol in 
cottonseed could cause the 
Sertoli cells in young rams’ 
(and possibly bulls’) testicles 
to rupture. Since Sertoli cells 
are the sperm producing cells, 
that wasn’t good. As it turns 
out, at the levels we feed cot-
tonseed meal, cubes, or even 
whole cottonseed, there is no 
impact on fertility in bulls. 

I spoke in a large room 
with the slide projector way 
in the back. My slides were 
created by my Extension stu-
dent worker Rogelio Mercado 
(now long time County 
Extension Agent in Jim Wells 
County) and they were col-
orful! Between the colors 
and the distance from the 
projector to the screen they 
were a little hard to see and 
Dr. Zerle Carpenter, the then 
Director of Texas Agricultural 
Extension Service (as it was 
then known) turned to Dr. 
Larry Boleman, then just 
one of my colleagues, and 
said that he needed to let me 
know I needed to make more

South Central ICA Chapter
The South Central area has 

certainly welcomed the recent 
rainfall across our region. 
After challenging dry condi-
tions over the past year, see-
ing tanks catch water, pastures 
green up and cattle finally able 
to graze fresh grass again has 

been a much-needed bless-
ing for producers through-
out the area. Along with the 
rain, cattle and beef markets 
have continued to hold steady 
down here, giving ranch-
ers some encouragement as 
we move into the summer 

(Continued on page 6)
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Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
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SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
We’re excited, our Mid-

Tex Meet & Greet on July
26th had over 30 attendees
and was full of energy. Our
meeting began with a light
supper in the state office in
Lockhart and everyone
mingled and met each
other. Our ICA Executive
Director, Cooper Little,
started the meeting for us

and introduced Kerry Wig-
gins, ICA’s new president.
Joe Kelly, a founding ICA
member,  was in attendance
along with Tommy Jack-
son, chapter president and
Karen Bell, chapter treas-
urer. Dr. Bill Selman was
our guest speaker and he
gave all of us valuable
information on cattle vac-
cines and how to obtain

them with the new state
laws.  

It was enthusiastically
approved that our next
meeting will be held on
Aug. 23, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at
Chisholm Trail BBQ,
Lockhart, Texas, which is
our former venue. We look
forward to this second
meeting to vote on officers
and committee members to
help us invigorate our
chapter.

South Central Texas
ICA Chapter

South Central Texas
ICA (SCTICA) had a
member meeting on

(Continued on page 8)
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professional slides. It turns 
out my wife was sitting 
right behind them which 
is how I got the story be-
fore Larry could tell me. As 
I recall, ICA recognized Dr. 
Boleman by enrolling him in 
the Cattlemen’s Council that 
year.

In the succeeding years, 
I have been fortunate to be 
able to be on the program 
many times, but my favor-
ites were always the cattle 
working demonstrations. 
Dr. F. C. “Buddy” Faries 
and I conducted quite a few 
of them. Usually early in the 
morning in a downtown hotel 
parking lot, but always with 
a great crowd of blurry eyed 
ICA members and often at-
tracting a non-ICA crowd 
as well. I have a real appre-
ciation for folks who donate 
equipment or cattle to these 
events, it takes time to put 
them together. We always 
asked for volunteers from 
the crowd to help give injec-
tions, do pour ons, or attach a 
fly or ID tag. We were never 
without help. I am sure this 
year’s demonstration with Dr. 
Tom Hairgorve and Dr. Karl 
Harborth will be no differ-
ent. I want to take a minute 
to recognize the loss of two 
great Texas A&M Extension 
supporters of ICA, Dr. Don 
Renchie, who conducted (and 
certified) pesticide training 
at ICA and Dr. Larry White, 
retired range specialist who 
helped develop “Brush 
Busters” weed and brush con-
trol recommendations. They 
were your kind of people.

Conventions...
(Continued from page 5)

and live and silent auctions.  
The Country Store was a big 
hit and I am enjoying the tasty 
jams I bought there. These 
events take lots of hard work, 
planning, and dedication.  
The spirit of community is 
definitely alive and well and 
evidenced by the smiles and 
laughter, handshakes, and 
those pats on the back.  Kudos 
and thanks to all those won-
derful volunteers that make it 
happen. 

We mourn the loss of 

Rafe Jackson, a long serving 
member of ICA in his chapter 
and on the board of directors.  
He was a producer, a men-
tor, a sponsor, but most im-
portantly a great friend. We 
celebrate his legacy and trea-
sure the memories he gave 
us. Rest in peace Rafe. Our 
ICA Convention is approach-
ing fast.  The dates are June 
24, 25, & 26 at the Embassy 
Suites Conference Center in 
San Marcos.  Entertainment, 
CEUs, great food, and some 
Texas hospitality.  I hope you 
will consider joining us this 
year.  See you there!

President’s...
(Continued from page 5)

months. While we all know 
Texas’ weather can change 
overnight, many are hopeful 
this pattern continues and that 
we may see a wetter summer 
ahead. If the moisture sticks 
around, hopefully the grass 
will too — allowing cattle to 
stay on pasture longer than 

they did last year.  It sure lifts 
my spirits to see a field full of 
cows with all their heads in-
tently down, not sulking by 
the empty ring for their next 
bale of hay! 

We appreciate all of our 
members and look forward 
to seeing everyone at up-
coming events in the months 
ahead.  Mark your calendars 

for our next chapter meeting 
July 16th at 6:30 p.m. in Poth, 
Texas.  More information to 
come as the date approaches.  
Also, we are already work-
ing on the SCTICA Annual 
Ranch Rodeo to be held 
in Jourdanton, Texas on 
Saturday, Oct. 10, 2026.  We 
welcome all volunteers and 

Chapter...
(Continued from page 5)

(Continued on page 7)
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would be delighted to put 
you to work to make this once 
again a successful event. 
Please contact any director 
for more information. Lastly, 
we are looking forward to 
the State ICA Convention 
being held June 24th-26th in 
San Marcos, Texas. Join us 
for top industry speakers, a 
world-class trade show, great 
food and drink, live and silent 
auctions, and good old fam-
ily fun! Registration is open, 
so be sure to secure your spot 
by contacting the ICA State 
Office or visiting ICATexas.
com/Events. In the mean-
time, we continue to pray for 
rain in the areas that are still 
in need and for the areas that 
have plenty, we are beyond 
grateful and may begin to shift 
our prayers to securing a spot 
on the weed spray list. Our 
chapter would like to encour-
age producers and supporters 
of the cattle industry to stay 
involved locally by attending 
area events, auctions, meet-
ings, and industry gatherings. 
Staying informed and con-
nected is one of the best ways 
we can continue supporting 
agriculture and strengthening 
the future of the cattle busi-
ness in South Central Texas. 
Guada-Coma ICA Chapter

Howdy from Guada-
Coma ICA! Guadalupe 
county has been blessed 
with rain. Tanks are full and 
the pastures look beautiful. 
I pray that this will continue 
throughout the summer. We 
held our chapter meeting on 
Monday, May 18th and it was 
so nice to be back after being 
gone for several months with 
my husband Sammy being 
sick and passing in January. 
It felt good to be back with 
friends that are like family. A 
big thank you goes to Capital 
Farm Credit for sponsoring 
the meal. 

We started the meet-
ing by presenting scholar-
ships to these four deserving 
high school seniors: Brylen 
Beicker, Kodi Kelso, Kade 
Pape,and John Thomas Ruli. 
We then presented college 
scholarships to Kambrie 
Boeder and Samantha 
Grones. It was so nice visiting 
with these two girls and hear-
ing all about their first year 
of college. I am excited about 
the Annual ICA Convention 
in San Marcos this June 24th-
26th. The speakers lined up 
are excellent and I enjoy see-
ing everyone from all over the 
great state of Texas. Be sure to 
get registered and book your 
room, and we look forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Colorado Valley ICA 
Chapter

Howdy from the Colorado 
Valley ICA!  Weather has 

been nice and several areas in 
the county received anywhere 
from 0.75 to 10” of rain. We 
are continuing to receive rain 
weekly. Pastures are greening 
up and cattle finally have fresh 
grass.  Hay continues to move 
down the highway. 

CVICA Scholarship 
Chairman and Director, Anna 
Karisch is pleased to an-
nounce this year’s scholarship 
winners. In partnership with 
the Faith P. and Charles L. 
Bybee Foundation and along 
with the Carl L. Wendler 
Family, the organization will 
once again award $2,000 to 
each student in three counties; 
Colorado, Fayette and Lee. 

CVICA would like to con-
gratulate these three students 
selected as this year’s schol-
arship recipients: Jessica Kay 
Rohde, Gretchen Sacks and 
Jack Schley. Now we are gear-
ing up for an amazing time at 
ICA’s Annual Convention and 
Trade Show this June in San 
Marcos. This annual meeting 
always includes several CEU 
credits, live demonstrations, 
and important beef cattle in-
dustry updates that are ben-
eficial to our members and 
producers state-wide. Gary 
P. Nunn will be the live en-
tertainment for Wednesday 
night, and we are also excited 
to see what goodies there will 

(Continued on page 10)

Chapter...
(Continued from page 6)
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Climate Prediction Center Outlook
Forecast Temperature Anomaly June/

July/August

Forecast Precipitation Anomaly June/
July/August

For the June, July, August period, none 
of the models or the Climate Prediction 
Center has a strong and persistent heat 
signal or dry signal for that three month 
period. However, if you remember what the 
historical analogs suggested last month, 
you know that there are some areas to 

If you read last month’s article, you 
know that I focused a lot on the historical 
weather patterns that El Niño can produce 
for us. This month, I want to show you 
what the May model run has to offer for 
the June/July/August timeframe. 

Seasonal Model Forecast
Forecast Temperature Anomaly June/

July/August

Forecast Precipitation Anomaly June/
July/Augus

watch for flash drought this summer.
Historical Temperature Anomaly for El 

Niño Years

Historical Precipitation Anomaly for El 
Niño Years

While there is no pronounced heat sig-
nal in those analog years, you can clearly 
see that parts of the Southern Plains, Tex-
as and the Gulf Coast have a tendency to 
dry out after a wet spring and early sum-
mer. Historically, that dryness sets in later 
in June and can linger through August. Is 
this going to be a year that shapes up that 
way? Time will tell, but I’ve been talking 
about the threat of flash drought for parts 
of Texas and the Gulf Coast for a while 
now. I’m still talking about it.

If you have any questions or com-
ments, please drop me an email...

Brian Bledsoe,
brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

WEATHER WISE
SPONSORED BY SILVEUS:

1-210-524-9697
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be in the silent and live auc-
tions on Thursday evening. 
If you haven’t registered yet, 
don’t wait. We look forward 
to seeing y’all there.

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter

Howdy from Mid-Tex 
ICA Chapter!  Great news. 
Our prayers are being an-
swered for RAIN.  I imagine 
everyone reading this re-
ceived some and more is in 
the forecast.  Hope all your 
grass is growing. May has 

been National Beef Month.  
We hope you were able to 
throw a Texas-grown beef 
steak or burgers on the grill 
for Memorial Day or any 
day--all made possible by 
the American Cattle rancher. 
The purpose of this month-
long celebration is to recog-
nize the importance of the 
U.S. beef industry and honor 
the hard-working farmers 
and ranchers who raise cattle. 
This is a time to appreciate 
beef as part of our diet and an 
opportunity to highlight the 
nutritional benefits and ver-
satility of beef, as well as its 
role in American meals and 
cultural celebrations. Beef 

month aims to encourage 
consumers to purchase and 
enjoy beef and support those 
who produce it. 

The Mid-Tex ICA 
chapter held a meeting on 
Tuesday, May 12th, at the 
Blue Pearl in Lockhart, 
Texas. The meeting was 
centered around chapter 
business including nomi-
nating a proposed slate of 
chapter officers, discus-
sion of officer elections in 
the fall and nominations for 
state directors. Preparations 
were also made for the up-
coming Annual ICA State 
Convention in June. A big 
thank you to Capital Farm 

Credit (Caldwell County) 
for sponsoring the delicious 
beef dinner. Some good news 
on the homefront for New 
World Screwworms.  On 
April 27th, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization for Negasunt 
Powder (coumaphos, 
propoxur, and sulfanilamide 
topical powder) for the pre-
vention and treatment of 
New World screwworm 
(NWS) infestations (myia-
sis). FDA has concluded that 
based on the scientific evi-
dence available, it is reason-
able to believe that Negasunt 
Powder may be effective for 

the prevention and treatment 
of NWS myiasis in cattle, 
swine, goats, sheep, horses, 
donkeys, domestic hybrid 
equids (e.g., mules), and 
captive wild, exotic and zoo 
mammals, and that the known 
and potential benefits of the 
product outweigh its known 
and potential risks. 

As you all know by 
now, the ICA 52nd Annual 
Convention and Trade Show 
is around the corner---June 
24-26, in San Marcos.  Hope 
to see you there.  We hope you 
were able to take advantage 
of the early bird registration 
rates, but if not don’t fret, reg-
istration is still open so don’t 
wait. This event features top 
industry speakers, educa-
tional programs (some with 
CEU credits) and a world-
class trade show. Join us to 
help celebrate 52 years of 
ICA with awards, live music 
and great food. It’s a good 
time to visit with fellow cat-
tle producers from around 
the state. From the Mid-Tex 
ICA Chapter and Lockhart, 
Texas, the home of state ICA’s 
headquarters, please continue 
to pray for rain. Hope you 
all had a nice celebration of 
Memorial Day.  God Bless 
America! 

Gonzales ICA Chapter
Greetings from Gonzales 

ICA Chapter. May has shaped 
to be a pretty good month for 
Gonzales and our surround-
ing area. We are seeing how 
quickly things can turn around 
when we get rain. Our pas-
tures are green and our stock 
tanks are catching water. The 
CTICA All Breeds Sale was 
held on Wednesday, April 
29th. The sale had a new loca-
tion this year, at the Gonzales 
Livestock Market. We had 15 
bulls and 130 females. With a 
new date, a new location for 
the sale and the weather prior 
to the day of the sale, I be-
lieve we did pretty good and 
had the cattle in pretty good 
shape considering the con-
ditions. It will continue to 
be a spring sale and be held 
at the Gonzales Livestock 
Commission. Our Gonzales 
ICA chapter hosted a meet-
ing on May 28th at the VFW 
Hall in Gonzales. We awarded 
our scholarships, conducted 
general chapter business,and 
planned for the upcoming ICA 
State Annual Meeting in June. 
We hope everyone can attend 
and join us this June 24th-
26th, for an event full of in-
sightful industry information, 
community amongst cattle-
men, and family friendly fun. 
Until then, Gonzales County 
ICA reminds everyone to be 
safe out there on your ranches 
as we go about our daily activ-
ities and here’s to green grass, 
blue skies, and happy cattle. 
God bless America.

Chapter...
(Continued from page 7)

(Continued on page 11)
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NO MARKET REPORT,NO MARKET REPORT,
CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAYCLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY

Brazos Valley ICA Region
Howdy from Brazos 

Valley!  I continue to be grate-
ful for the rain we have been 
getting.  It is truly an answer 
to our prayers. I am looking 
forward to attending our ICA 
Convention in San Marcos 
June 24-26th.  I have a couple 
of college sophomores and I 
am bringing them, and maybe 
a couple of their friends along 
with the rest of our family. I 
want our kids to attend the 
classes on tractor safety, calf 
pulling, etc.  I know that they 
will enjoy the good food and 
outstanding entertainment, 
too. I am really excited that 
we’re having that tractor 
safety class. I can remem-
ber my dad chewing me out 
when I was a teen because I 
unknowingly attached a chain 
in a hazardous manner. I have 
known people who fell off 
tractors and got runover, and 
others who had a tractor roll 
over, or were killed hauling 
hay. Ranching is a danger-
ous job and I have given my 
family instructions to follow 
if I am ever done in by a large 
animal or large equipment. If 
someone asks what my last 
words were, I ask them to 
please make up something if 
my actual utterances were not 
edifying..... I also remember 

driving over an old, rusted, 
bent-up water trough. To my 
chagrin, it wrapped itself 
around my tractor tire and 
then wedged itself between 
the tire and the fender. I was in 
a bind! And, of course, there 
were witnesses. It seems like 
there always are. I hope to see 
you at the convention. Until 
then, may the rain continue 
and the screwworms stay out 
of Texas. 

Southeast Texas ICA 
Chapter

Well, there was another 
dry spell and things weren’t 
looking good. However, 
it’s now been raining a cou-
ple of days and supposedly 
it will continue through the 
weekend. It’s soaking in 
pretty good so the first cut-
ting of hay should be covered 
as long as the rain stops for 
a week or so. But, down here 
in extreme Southeast Texas 
that could change in a flash. 
In my last report we discussed 
our social event where we 
presented our scholarships to 
our regional students. I would 
like to congratulate Mallory 
Fitzgerald of Hardin High 
School that will be attending 
Tarleton State University in 
ag communications/live-
stock pharmaceutical sales. 
Madeline Friedrich Dayton 
High School to Sam Houston 
State University in animal 

science with teaching certifi-
cate/agriculture. Brady Vauter 
of Dayton High School to 
the University of Oklahoma 
in professional aviation/ air-
line pilot. Avery Williford of 
Lumberton High School to 
Texas A&M University busi-
ness administration/financial 
analyst. 

We are also in early prepa-
ration of our fall Drawdown, 
Chaired by James Riley. State 
Convention is just around the 
corner,and I would like to en-
courage all of our members 
and others around the state to 
attend. This is a great oppor-
tunity to gather and visit with 
other ranchers and vendors 
to compare ideas and dis-
cover new products. Those 
of you attending, please get 
your rooms booked as soon 
as possible to further assist 
the state administration with 
their planning. I would like 
to take this portion of the re-
port to sincerely thank all of 
our area sponsors that are so 
loyal to our annual sale and 
more. Agritech, Hvlinka 
Eqiupment, WOWCO 
(Kubota), Eastex Livestock, 
Texas Farm Credit, Shoppas 
Farm Equipment, Idle 
Time Charolais, Livestock 
Nutrition Center, Prosperity 
bank, M&J Fertilizer, Stellar 
Bank, Agridyne, Texas First 

(Continued on page 12)

Chapter...
(Continued from page 10)
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bank, Chambers County 
Farm Bureau, Boehringer 
Ingelheim animal Health, 
Doguet’s Rice Mill, 
Diamond D, Westway Feed, 
J&E Welding, Chambers 
County Parks- Road & 
Bridge, Washington County 
Tractor Twin County Ag & 
Air and our cooperate spon-
sor Capital Farm Credit. 
We would also like to thank 
Miss Jennifer Windham for 
her strong efforts in gather-
ing most of our sponsors as 
our sponsorship chairper-
son. Hope to see you all at 
State Convention. God bless 
you all for what you do for 
the cattle industry and God 
bless the United States of 
America! –

Victoria Crossroads ICA 
Chapter

The Victoria Crossroads 
Independent Cattlemen’s 
Association recently held 
its annual fundraiser featur-
ing an auction, meal, ven-
dors and a great turnout from 
members and guests. Many 
generous sponsors and ven-
dors donated outstanding 
items that helped make the 
event a success. Funds raised 
will continue supporting 
scholarships and future ag-
ricultural efforts within our 
communities.

VCICA met on Thursday, 
May 21st for our monthly 
meeting with 42 members 
and guests in attendance. 
A great meal was served 
as members discussed the 
success of the fundraiser, 
scholarships awarded, up-
coming bylaw changes and 
preparations for the upcom-
ing state ICA convention in 
San Marcos. ICA Executive 
Director, Cooper Little, pro-
vided an update regarding the 
New World screwworm situ-
ation and current procedures 
being evaluated. Members 
also discussed recent rainfall 
received across Victoria and 
surrounding counties. While 
the rain has been appreciated, 
the area still remains behind 
on moisture needed to fully 
recover from drought con-
ditions. VCICA encourages 
everyone to stay safe and 
continue being good stew-
ards of the land that we are 
privileged to farm and ranch.

Chapter...
(Continued from page 11)

the program while removing 
provisions that promoted en-
vironmentally focused pro-
duction requirements.

Rollins said those cli-

mate-related provisions 
delayed several proposed 
projects. She noted the up-
dated program will allow 
fertilizer production facili-
ties in Washington and Iowa 
to move forward, eventually 
adding an estimated 2 million 

tons of annual fertilizer pro-
duction capacity.

“I think that this is a really 
important long-term step, but 
we’re taking these steps im-
mediately to get to the goal of 
reshoring all fertilizer to our 
country,” Rollins said.

USDA seeks greater fertil-
izer market transparency

The third action an-
nounced by USDA involves 
hiring a full-time input 
economist focused on im-
proving transparency within 
fertilizer markets. During a 

May 12 Senate Agriculture 
Committee hearing, lawmak-
ers from both parties urged 
USDA to provide farmers 
with better access to fertilizer 
pricing and supply informa-
tion.

Officials with The 
Fertilizer Institute welcomed 
the move.

“TFI thanks Secretary 
Rollins for hearing the con-
cerns of farmers across the 
country and advancing prac-
tical solutions that support 
market transparency and pro-
vide farmers with additional 
tools and information to help 
navigate volatility in a global 
fertilizer marketplace,” said 
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AgriLife TODAY

Texas crop, weather
Shrinking cattle herd could
equal high calf, beef prices

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
The shrinking Texas

cattle herd is likely to trans-
late into higher calf and
beef prices years beyond a
break in the 2022 drought,
according to a Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, said Texas cattle pro-
ducers have culled earlier
and deeper than normal
this year due to drought.
He suspects the number of
culls, and the small number
of replacement heifers
could mean post-drought
herd recovery could be
longer than the years fol-
lowing record drought in
2011. It could also drive calf
prices toward records set in
2014.

“It’s clearly bad out
there based on the number
of culls we’ve seen,” he
said. “Drought is forcing
the issue. Whether it is zero
grazing, low forage stocks,
high feed and hay prices, or
running low on water,
Texas ranchers are facing
tough decisions right now.”

Historically, Texas ac-
counts for a big chunk of
the U.S. beef cattle herd.
Mother Nature’s impact on
Texas ranchers is likely to
ripple into sale barns and
grocery stores around the
country years beyond the
drought. The U.S. herd has
been shrinking in recent
years, and the Texas
drought is further reducing
cattle numbers.

The U.S. beef cow herd
was just over 30 million
head in January, down 2%
compared to last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.
The total estimated inven-
tory of Texas cows that had
calved and heifers was 5.1
million head, down 3%
compared to 2020.

Anderson said this
weather-related contrac-
tion is impacting producers
negatively. There are no
estimates available that
quantify the economic
hardship Texas’ ranchers

have endured so far in
2022, but livestock losses

during the 2011 drought
were estimated to be $3.23

billion.
Losses included the

increased cost of feeding
livestock due to the lack of
pastures and ranges and
market losses. Market loss-
es included the impact of
fewer pounds sold per calf
and any impact on market
prices due to above-normal
cattle sale volumes over a
short time.

The 2011 drought was a
bad time for ranchers, but
the years following includ-
ed historic cow/calf prices
as the Texas and U.S. herd
numbers recovered.

Anderson said nominal
prices are higher now than
in 2011 as the drought was

taking hold and forcing
widespread herd consoli-
dation and liquidations.
The weekly weighted aver-
age price for 500-600-
pound steers at auctions
across Texas in 2011 was
$139.73 per hundredweight

compared to $181.12 per
hundredweight so far this
year.

Record prices occurred
as the beef cattle herd
recovered, and the same
weight class steers rose to a

(Continued on page 14)

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings
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Corey Rosenbusch, president 
and CEO of The Fertilizer 
Institute.

Rosenbusch added that 
improved access to reliable 
market data could help pro-
ducers better understand fer-
tilizer and crop input markets, 
including the distinction be-
tween domestic production 
capacity and fertilizer’s role 
within a globally traded mar-
ketplace.

DC News...
(Continued from page 3)
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Deadline extended and more pre-filled
forms for 2020 and 2021 disasters on the way

Source: USDA
Washington -- The U.S.

Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today announced
that it will indefinitely
extend the deadline for
producers to return the
pre-filled applications for
Phase One of the Emer-
gency Relief Program
(ERP). A new deadline
will be announced after the
last Phase One applications
are mailed and provide at
least 30 days following the
mailing.

Continuing to build on
the initial mailing of pre-
filled applications in May,
the Department will con-
tinue using existing infor-
mation in USDA and crop
insurance files to send
additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week
for potentially eligible
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NA
P) participants. Once appli-
cations from eligible NAP
producers are returned,
these producers are expect-
ed to receive about $105
million in ERP payments
for eligible losses from
2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is now mail-
ing pre-filled applications
to NAP producers through
ERP to offset crop yield
and value losses. To receive
a relief payment, producers
should complete and
return the applications by
announced deadlines.

Producers are expected
to receive assistance direct
deposited into their bank
account within three busi-
ness days after they sign
and return the prefilled
application to the FSA
county office and the coun-
ty offices enters the appli-
cation into the system.

While most crop insur-
ance customers that may be
eligible for ERP Phase One
received the pre-filled ap-
plications in May, there are
some who should expect to
receive a form in August
including:

•Producers who had an
eligible loss in 2020 that
had been recorded in the
crop insurance records as a
2019 loss (e.g., prevented
planting claims); and

•Producers with poli-
cies that required addition-
al information before being
able to calculate an indem-
nity for 2021 losses (pro-
ducers with 2020 losses
would have already re-
ceived that application).

Policies that required addi-
tional information include
Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO),
Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI).

Producers without risk
management coverage

through crop insurance or
NAP and those with shal-
low losses may be covered
by the forthcoming Phase
Two of ERP.

“Catastrophic natural
disaster events in 2020 and
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastruc-
ture from coast to coast,
making it critically impor-
tant to provide assistance

quickly and reduce the
paperwork burden on
these farmers and ranchers
recovering from disaster,”
said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “I was
in North Dakota a few
weeks ago and received
feedback on how well the
streamlined livestock and
crop disaster programs are
working for our producers

and front-line employees.
Like any new process,
there are some kinks to
work out, but we are
addressing them and will
use the streamlined process
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a
minimum.”

USDA estimates that
Phase One ERP benefits
will reach more than 5,200
producers with NAP cover-
age for eligible 2020 and
2021 crop losses. This
emergency relief comple-

(Continued on page 12)

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas

Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats

11:30 a.m. - Cattle

For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain

Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870
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Making the cut: Why timing and method 
matter in castrating bull calves

By Paul Vining and Paul Beck, Oklahoma State University Cooperative Extension Service

Castration remains one 
of the most important man-
agement practices in beef 
production, yet the timing 
and method continue to 
generate discussion among 
producers. Castration is a 
key component of calf pre-
conditioning programs, 
which are designed to re-
duce stress, improve health, 
and enhance performance 
after calves leave the ranch 
of origin. Allowing ade-
quate healing time follow-
ing castration and other 
procedures is essential to 
realizing the benefits of pre-
conditioning.

One consistent recom-
mendation across research 
and veterinary guidance is 
to castrate calves as early 
in life as practical. Younger 
calves generally experience 
less stress, fewer compli-
cations, and recover more 
quickly than older, heavier 
animals. Early castration 
is also associated with re-
duced risk of sickness, 
less shrink, and improved 
overall health during the 
receiving and background-
ing phases. In addition, per-
forming the procedure when 
calves are small typically 
requires less labor and re-
duces safety risks for both 
cattle and handlers. From 
both an animal welfare and 
management standpoint, 
earlier is better.

Bulls typically grow 
slightly faster and produce 
leaner carcasses than steers 
due to the effects of testos-
terone after the bull reaches 
puberty. However, those ad-
vantages come after the nor-
mal weaning time and with 
tradeoffs. Bull carcasses 
generally exhibit increased 
toughness, less marbling 
and are more likely to result 
in dark cutters. The quality 
advantages of steers drives 
market demand for steers 
and consistent premiums 
compared to bulls. 

Recent data suggest 
steers commonly sell for $6 
to $15 per hundredweight 
more than comparable 
bull calves. For a freshly 
weaned calf, that can be 
a difference of $50 to 100 
per head or more, which 
quickly adds up across a 
calf crop. 

Selecting the appro-
priate castration method 
depends largely on calf 
size, labor availability, and 
management preferences. 
Surgical castration is fast 
and reliable, but it creates 

an open wound and carries 
risk of bleeding or infec-
tion. Elastrator banding 
uses a small latex band for 
young light bull calves and 
other banding methods that 
use larger, robust bands for 
bigger calves are blood-
less alternatives to surgery. 
These banding methods re-
strict blood flow but require 
careful technique to avoid 
incomplete castration and 

may increase the risk of tet-
anus if proper vaccination 
protocols are not followed.

Pain management is an-
other consideration receiv-
ing increasing attention 
from both producers and 
consumers. Surgical castra-
tion causes more immedi-
ate, short-term pain, while 
banding results in less acute 
but longer-lasting discom-
fort. Veterinary-approved 

pain mitigation strategies, 
such as anti-inflammatory 
medications or local an-
esthetics, can help reduce 
stress and improve animal 
welfare when feasible.

Ultimately, there is no 
single “best” method for 
every operation. The most 
successful programs match 
the castration method to 
calf size, perform the pro-
cedure early in life when-

ever possible, and allow 
adequate recovery time be-
fore marketing. Done cor-
rectly, castration remains a 
foundational management 
practice that supports calf 
health, carcass quality, and 

long-term profitability in 
the beef industry.

 Reference: P. Vining, P. 
Beck, and K. Raper. 2026. A 
beef cattle producer’s guide 
to castration methods. OSU 
fact sheet. AFS-3176.
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MAY 30	The Rancher’s Spring Gathering Sale, Caldwell, TX
JUN 6	 Jordan Cattle Auction Replacement Female Sale, 	
	 San Saba, TX
JUN 6	 H-Bar Ranch Production Sale, Livingston, TX
JUN 6	 ACE Quail Valley Farms “Brangus on the Beach” 	
	 Sale, Orange Beach, AL
JUN 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
JUN 8	 Union Commission Special Stocker-Feeder Sale, 	
	 Hondo, TX
JUN 18	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
JUN 27	 Southern Tradition XXVI Sale, Savannah, TN
JUL 6	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
JUL 9	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker-Feeder & 	
	 Premium Weaned Sale, San Saba, TX
JUL 25	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Replacement 	
	 Female	 Sale, San Saba, TX

AUG 1	 J&T Farms Production Sale, Lexington, TN
AUG 22	Jordan Cattle AuctionEarly Fall Replacement
	 Female Sale, San Saba, TX
AUG 29	Florida Elite Commercial Female Sale, 		
	 Okeechobee, FL
SEP 3	 Special Stocker-Feeder & Premium Weaned Sale, 	
	 San Saba, TX
SEP 5	 South Texas Cattle Marketing Fall Replacement 	
	 Female, Nixon, TX
SEP 12	 Collier Farms Fall Advantage Sale, College
	 Station, TX
SEP 14	 Special Stocker & Feeder Sale, Mason, TX
SEP 26	 Fall Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX
SEP 26	 Karnes City Auction Special Replacement Sale, 	
	 Karnes City, TX
SEP 26	 Live Oak BBA Fall Perfect Pair Sale, Three
	 Rivers, TX
SEP 26-27  Synergy XIX SimGenetics Event, Giddings, TX
OCT 1	 Special Stocker & Feeder Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 3	 Lyssy’s Heart of the Herd Production Sale,
	 Luling, TX
OCT 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering
	 Featuring Dybdal Charolais & RR Ranch Angus 	
	 Bulls, San Saba, TX
OCT 8	 GKB Cattle Fall Bull Sale, Desdemona, TX

2 0 2 6

OCT 9	 Genetic Investment Bull & Female Sale,
	 Crockett, TX
OCT 10	Carr & Others Fall Sale, Floresville, TX
OCT 14	 Jordan Cattle Auction 13th Annual Hill Country 	
	 Youth Heifer Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 16-17 Beef On Forage Bull & Female Sale,
	 Brenham, TX
OCT 23-24  Briggs Ranches Tri-Star Bull & Female Sale,
	 Bloomington, TX
OCT 24	 Jordan Cattle Auction Fall “Best of the Best”
	 Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 26	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
OCT 31	South Texas Hereford Association Fall Bull Sale 	
	 and Pride of Texas Female Sale, Beeville, TX
NOV 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker-Feeder & 	
	 Premium Weaned Sale, San Saba, TX
NOV 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction Cannon Charolais &
	 Schaefer Farms Angus Bulls, San Saba, TX
NOV 11	Jordan Cattle Auction Barber Ranch Herefords & 	
	 Express Angus Bull Sale, San Saba, TX
NOV 19	Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering Ft 	
	 Shady Oak Farm Charolais & SimAngus Bulls, 	
	 San Saba, TX
DEC 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction December Replacement 	
	 Female Sale, San Saba, TX
DEC 5	 GKB Cattle Brangus Production Sale, Desdemona, TX
DEC 10	Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
DEC 12	GKB Cattle & Barber Ranch “The Female Event” 	
	 Sale, Desdemona, TX
DEC 14	Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
DEC 17	Jordan Cattle Auction Leachman’s Texas Fall
	 Stabilizer Bulls, San Saba, TX

2 0 2 6

L I V E S T O C K  S A L E S  C A L E N D A R
EDITOR’S NOTE:   Bold- faced l is t ings have adver t isements  in  th is  issue.

 
 

July Replacement Female Sale  
Saturday, July 25 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

Consignments Welcome! 
 

Early Fall Replacement Female Sale  
Saturday, August 22 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

Consignments Welcome! 
 
 
 

For details on the above sale or online viewing/bidding call or visit our website. 
 
 
 

Ken Jordan | Jeffrey Osbourn | Jody Osbourn | Bart Larremore | Tim Niedecken 
San Saba  325-372-5159 | Mason  325-347-6361 |  jordancattle.com 

Weekly Sales at 11:00 AM 

Upcoming Upcoming 
EventsEvents

l 2026 l
Jun. 24-Jun. 26 ICA 52nd Annual Convention & Trade 
Show, San Marcos, Texas
Aug. 3-Aug. 5 Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course, 
College Station, Texas
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 American Cattle World Expo, Fort 
Worth, Texas
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ments ERP assistance
recently provided to more
than 162,000 producers
who had received crop
insurance indemnities for

qualifying losses. Nearly
13,000 additional crop
insurance customers are
pre-filled applications
being sent in August to
cover eligible 2020 losses
described above and for
producers with more com-

plex policies where indem-
nities could not be calculat-
ed for 2021 previously.

ERP and the previously
announced Emergency
Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) are funded by the
Extending Government
Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden
signed into law in 2021. The
law provided $10 billion to
help agricultural producers
impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, win-
ter storms and other eligi-
ble disasters experienced
during calendar years 2020
and 2021. Overall, USDA

has already quickly dis-
bursed over $6 billion dol-
lars under ERP and ELRP
with reduced paperwork
for the producer and field
offices.

Additional USDA dis-
aster assistance informa-

tion can be found on farm-
ers.gov, including the Di-
saster Assistance Disco-
very Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and
Farm Loan Discovery
Tool. For FSA and Natural
Resources Conservation

(Continued from page 11)
Deadline...

Termite Palace came Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig, and a whole new way
of looking at animation.
“What’s up, doc?” and “Th-
th-that’s all, folks” became
enduring catchphrases.

The Warner Brothers
cartoons produced by
Avery and his team repre-
sented a sub-genre of ani-
mation. Disney had the
realistic and the cute and
cuddly market wrapped up,
but Avery understood
something very basic about
cartoons that Disney did
not; anything can happen in
a cartoon.

In an Avery cartoon, an
anvil might fall from a great
distance onto the head of
the main character, who is
immediately reshaped as
an accordion, every move-
ment accompanied by an
off-key note. In the next
frame, the character is just
fine and ready to get run
over by a speeding locomo-
tive if that’s what the story
calls for. Generations of
children and adults alike
have praised this as “great
stuff.”

Avery went to work at
MGM after creative differ-
ences with his bosses at
Warner Brothers and
turned out features and
shorts at a furious clip, but
at the expense of his health
and his family. A son died
of a drug overdose and his
marriage dissolved while
he continued to experi-
ment with the endless pos-
sibilities of animation.

In the 50s, Avery turned
to advertising. His work in
that realm included the
Raid commercial where a
bunch of gangster cock-
roaches scream “Raid!”
just before getting sprayed
into oblivion. The short-
lived Frito Bandito was
also a Tex Avery creation.

Avery died in 1980 at
the age of 72, just as the
extent of his contribution
to the art of animation was
beginning to be recognized.
Chuck Jones, who worked
with him at Warner
Brothers, said, “I was as
ignorant of his genius as I
suppose Michelangelo’s
apprentices were oblivious
to the fact that they, too,
were working with genius.”

SLS

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

Service programs, produc-
ers should contact their
local USDA Service Cen-
ter. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, pro-
ducers and landowners
should contact their crop
insurance agent.

SLS

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904

SLS 8-05-22  8/2/22  5:26 PM  Page 12

Rafe Jackson passes
Rafe Jackson, Gonzales, 

Texas was born to William 
(Bill) and Gloria Jackson 
on December 25,1960, in 
Austin, Texas. He died May 
6th, 2026. His life stood as 
a testimony to the goodness 
of God, the strength found in 
perseverance and the beauty 
of a life lived with true pur-
pose.

He graduated from 
Crockett High School where 
he played baseball and estab-
lished lifelong friendships. 
A proud Texas Longhorn, he 
pursued his higher education 
at the University of Texas at 
Austin, where he earned his 

bachelor’s degree in business 
administration. That foun-
dation launched a successful 
41-year career in real estate, 
where he built far more than a 
business as he built relation-
ships, trust and a reputation 
for treating people right.

In 1992, he met the love 
of his life, Pam and on July 
15, 1995, they became one. 
This began a journey that 
would span 30 years, filled 
with deep companionship, 
adventure and plenty of 
laughter. Through every sea-
son of life, they were each 
other’s greatest teammates, 
supporting one another with 

unwavering love until the 
very end.

Above all, he was de-
voted to his beloved family. 
He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Pam, children: 
Natalie (John) Schierloh, 
Lane (Braden) Jackson, 
and Walker (Ruby) Jackson 
and granddaughter, Olivia. 
He is also survived by his 
mother, Gloria or “Grandear” 
Jackson, his sister, Jessica 
Mace, and his brother, Trent 
Jackson. He is preceded in 
death by his father, William 
(Bill) Jackson and brother, 
Cole Jackson.

Jackson had a deep appre-

ciation and love for ranch-
ing and his beloved Rockin’ 
J Ranch. He was an active 
member of the Independent 
Cattleman’s Association and 
was a long-time consignor 
to the San Antonio All Breed 
Bull and Commercial Heifer 
Sale.  

He was a devoted mem-
ber of First Baptist Church 
Gonzales, active in missions, 
Bible study and men’s min-
istry.

A Celebration of Life 
service was held on May 
16, 2026, at the First Baptist 
Church of Gonzales.

~SLS

Ag, food economics 
are hard to simplify

By Mary Hightower, University of Arkansas 
Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — 
Consumers who see parallels 
between crude oil and gas 
prices might expect the same 
for food, but what seems like 
a straightforward relationship 
between prices at the farm and 
prices at the grocery store is 
anything but simple, say econ-
omists with the University 
of Arkansas Division of 
Agriculture. 

Making a direct con-
nection between the two “is 
extremely difficult,” said 
Hunter Biram, extension 
economist for the Division of 
Agriculture.  

Global and domestic econ-
omies are pushed and pulled 
by interest rates, weather, war, 
disease, trade conflicts and 
countless other factors. 

“Given the complexities of 
the food supply chain, the best 
research available focuses on 
the share of the food dollar at-
tributed to farming, along with 
a comparison of crop price 
volatility compared to food 
price volatility. Historically, 
food prices are about half as 
volatile as crop prices.” 

Buck stops at the farmer
In manufacturing and 

other industries, if the price of 
a raw material increases or the 
cost of doing business rises, 
those costs are passed on to 
consumers.  

That’s not the case in agri-
culture. 

“The farmer is a ‘price 
taker’ and cannot pass his 
costs along to the buyer,” said 
Scott Stiles, extension eco-
nomics program associate for 
the Division of Agriculture.  

According to the 
Economic Research Service 
of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, a farmer’s share 
of every consumer dollar 
spent on food is about 11.8 
cents. The lion’s share of con-
sumer food costs goes to mar-
keting. 

“The greatest near-term 
impact on grocery prices 
would be related to trans-
portation — i.e., fuel costs,” 
Stiles said. “And at some 
point, higher petroleum prices 
would increase manufacturing 
costs for plastics and packag-
ing. 

“These same cost in-
creases are impacting 
farmers,” Stiles said. 
“Unfortunately, they are not 
in a position to pass these cost 
increases along.”  

Squeezed between high 
input prices and low com-
modity prices, farmers have 
to make difficult financial 
choices. 

“Farmers will shift acre-
age to the most profitable 
crop, or the crop that will pro-
duce the lowest loss,” Biram 
said. “Even if that crop is fac-
ing increased production ex-
penses, the grain buyer has 
no incentive to offer a better 
price.  

“Grain buyers — the ele-
vators — are highly price elas-
tic, which means that no mat-
ter how many bushels a farmer 
brings to them, the farmer is 
still offered the same price,” 
he said.  

“As long as there is ample 
grain available to purchase, 
there likely won’t be any sig-
nificant effects on consumer 
prices due to increases in pro-
duction expenses,” Biram 
said. “Grain buyers will adjust 
prices accordingly in order to 
remain profitable.”



SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD FRIDAY, MAY 29, 2026 PAGE 15

Visit
www.SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

American
Red Brangus
Association

512-858-7258
www.americanredbrangus.org

ToPlaceAds, Call:210/524-9697

22-Pasture Wanted

Visit www.
SOUTHERN

LIVESTOCK.com
for all of your 

advertising needs and 
the latest news and 

sale reports!
ToPlaceAds,

Call:210/524-9697

Visit www.
SOUTHERN

LIVESTOCK.com
for all of your 

advertising needs 
and the latest 
news and sale 

reports!

Visit
www.SOUTHERNLIVESTOCK.com
for all of your advertising needs and 

the latest news and sale reports!

Visit
www.SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com
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