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Texas A&M AgriLife held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the new Texas A&M AgriLife 
High Plains Research and 
Extension Center, a state-of-
the-art facility that combines 
research and education out-
reach for the greater Texas 
High Plains region.

The facility, at 3211 
Russell Long Blvd, is a 
part of The Texas A&M 
University System’s Charles 
W. “Doc” Graham ’53 DVM 

Complex on the West Texas 
A&M University, WT, cam-
pus. This complex includes 
the Texas A&M Veterinary 
Education, Research and 
Outreach, VERO, and the 
Texas A&M Veterinary 
Medical  Diagnost ic 
Laboratory.

Regent John Bellinger of 
The Texas A&M University 
System Board of Regents 
said the ribbon-cutting isn’t 
just about a building.

“The High Plains gen-
erates more than $20 bil-
lion annually in agricultural 
economic activity, and what 
happens here reaches far be-
yond this region,” Bellinger 
said. “This facility rep-
resents a long-term commit-
ment to this region and to the 
people who depend on this 
work every day. It reflects 
our broader approach across 
the Texas A&M University 
System — working together, 
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Texas A&M AgriLife held a ribbon-cutting ceremony for its new Texas A&M AgriLife 
High Plains Research and Extension Center, located in The Texas A&M University 
System’s Charles W. “Doc” Graham ’53 DVM Complex on the West Texas A&M Uni-
versity campus in Canyon. (Michael Miller/Texas A&M AgriLife)

Expanded facility in Canyon to better serve region 
through research and educational outreach

By Kay Ledbetter, Texas AgriLife Today

Texas A&M AgriLife celebrates new home for High Plains Research and Extension Center

using our full strength, to 
serve Texans more effec-
tively today and for genera-
tions to come.”

About the building
The $30 million multi-use 

facility will provide office 
space to support about 60 
faculty and staff for the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research 
and Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service agen-
cies. In addition, it serves as 
the district hub for AgriLife 
Extension and its program-
ming in the 22 surrounding 
counties.

The public meeting 
spaces incorporated into the 
facilities will support educa-
tional outreach and commu-
nity events, and the modern 
laboratories support applied, 
solutions-oriented research 
by agency faculty.

Signature programs in-
clude beef cattle and dairy; 
wheat breeding and genetics; 
irrigation water management; 

water-limited forage systems; 
plant physiology, pathology 
and disease diagnostics; en-
tomology; agronomy and soil 
science; sustainable livestock 
systems engineering; agri-
cultural law and economics; 
gerontology and human nu-
trition.
Regional partners, produc-

ers and solutions
Texas A&M AgriLife 

works across the entire state 
of Texas, but Jeffrey W. 
Savell, Ph.D., vice chancel-
lor and dean for Agriculture 
and Life Sciences, said that 
doesn’t mean it offers cook-
ie-cutter solutions.

“Local work — paired 
with the power of our state-
wide mission — will focus 
on the opportunities and 
challenges that matter here,” 

Savell said. “When scien-
tists, Extension profession-
als, partners and students 
work side by side, ideas move 
faster. Solutions become 
more practical. That’s what 
it looks like when a building 
brings people together.”

The Texas A&M AgriLife 
High Plains Research and 
Extension Center on the WT 
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(Continued on page 16)

By Dr. Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky 
Extension professor

Quarterly report shows decrease 
in heifers on feed

USDA’s April Cattle on 
Feed report came in very 
close to expectations. Total 
on-feed inventory was down 
by just over 0.5% from 2025 
at 11.58 million head. Both 
placements and marketings 
were down considerably 
from last year, but very close 
to pre-report estimates. The 
report was generally consis-
tent with the ongoing trends 
of tight cattle supplies, lower 

slaughter levels, and lon-
ger feeding periods. Being 
a quarterly report, the steer 
/ heifer breakdown was the 
most interesting element of 
the April 1 estimates, and 
I want to spend a little time 
talking through that.

USDA-NASS estimated 
that there were 4.32 million 
heifers on feed as of April 1, 
which was 60,000 (1.4%) 
fewer heifers than last April. 

For the sake of comparison, 
steers on feed were largely 
unchanged year-over-year. 
To start the second quarter, 
heifers were estimated to rep-
resent 37.3% of total on-feed 
inventory. This number is 
often viewed as a retention in-
dicator with potential to indi-
cate future expansion (or con-
traction) of the beef cow herd 
and has been watched very 
closely in the last few years.

The figure to the right 
charts heifers, as a percentage 
of on-feed inventory, going 
back to January of 2006. I 
purposely wanted to take 
that longer-run view to help 
put the most recent number in 
perspective. At 37.3%, heif-
ers make up a slightly larger 

share of on-feed inventory 
than they did on average over 
the last twenty years. While 
this does not suggest wide-
spread heifer retention, I do 
think the downward trend 
over the last 2-3 years is note-
worthy. This is actually the 
smallest heifer percentage 

seen in quarterly cattle on 
feed data since 2018. That 
statistic is a little deceiving 
because we have been under 
38% several times since then 
(most recently at 37.7% last 
April), but it is also hard to 
ignore.

(Continued on page 2)
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import
Statistics For 7-28-22

SPECIES: 7-23-2022: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 1,612 1,390 50,293
b. Breeding Males 27 11 1,712
c. Breeding Females 17 1 802
Total 1,656 1,402 52,807
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 149 104 1,115
c. Breeding Females 0 249 4,598
Total 149 353 5,713

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 100 118 3,551
Total 100 118 3,553

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 418 305 7,772
b. Breeding Males 20 13 597
c. Breeding Females 34 43 1,000
d. Geldings 25 31 463
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 11
Total 497 392 9,843

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 102

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 8-2-2022: 1-1-22 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 8,696 276,419

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,558 103,375

A Tex by any other name
There was a time when

anybody from Texas who
made a name in the wider
world was invariably given
a new nickname: Tex. We
point to cowboy singer and
actor Tex Ritter, boxing
promoter Tex Rickard and
jazz saxophonist Tex
Beneke as prime examples.

Tex Avery was another
and I dare say there are
more people familiar with
his work than the other
three combined. Ever
watch a Bugs Bunny, Daffy
Duck, or Porky Pig car-
toon? Then you’re familiar
with Tex Avery’s contribu-
tion to American culture.

Born in Taylor in 1908,
Frederick Bean Avery was
a direct descendant of
Daniel Boone and Judge
Roy Bean. The family was
proud of its connection to
Boone but took pains to
hide their relation to Bean.

Avery’s grandmother
urged him to never tell any-
one of the judge in the fam-
ily closet because “he’s a
no-good skunk.”

Avery graduated from
North Dallas High School
in 1926 when the popular
catchphrase for teens was,
“What’s up, doc?” He stud-
ied art and drawing in
Chicago for a summer but
returned to Dallas that fall
to work odd jobs. A couple
of years later he took a road
trip to California with some
friends. The friends went
back to Dallas but Avery
stayed in California, un-
loading produce trucks by
day, sleeping on the beach
at night, and trying to sell

his cartoons to local papers.
A job at the Walter

Lantz studio as an assistant
animator for “Oswald the
Lucky Rabbit” cartoon
series led Avery to the real-
ization that he wasn’t the
best artist on the lot— far
from it— so he took it upon
himself to learn as much as
he could about every
aspect of production.

By the end of his stay at
the Lantz studio, Avery
had directed two full-
length animated features
and gained the nickname
he would become known

by: Tex. He also lost use of
his left eye during some
playful office hijinks fea-
turing paper clips and a
game of catch.

In 1935 Avery went to
work for Warner Brothers,
where he produced his
best-known work. Working
from an office dubbed
Termite Palace because of
the heavy presence of said
insects,

Avery oversaw a team
that included artist Chuck
Jones and voice-over leg-
end Mel Blanc. From

(Continued on page 12)

In case you haven’t
heard, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has extend-
ed the deadline to apply for
the Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP), indefinitely.
This extension allows for
producers to sign and
return the pre-filled appli-
cation for Phase 1 of the
ERP.

There still remains a
considerable amount of
confusion about what is
represented on the form.
First of all, if you have
received this form, you
have participated and have
received indemnities in
either the Pasture Range-
land Forage (PRF) crop
insurance policy or from
the Noninsured Crop Di-
saster Assistance Program
(NAP) that is administered
through the FSA—or both.

The indemnities listed
on this prefilled form are a
result of indemnities
received in 2020, 2021 and
the early months of 2022.
Specifically, the PRF in-
demnities are those hay-
able or improved grasses

acres listed on your policy
from these time periods.
What is important to note
is that the grazing only
acres of your policy will be
covered through the
Emergency Livestock Re-
lief Program (ELRP) that
will be administered at the
FSA office through the
Livestock Forage Program
(LRP). 

The interesting thing
here to note is that for
ELRP or LFP to kick in for
your county, your county
would have to be declared
in a disaster for those time
periods. For many counties
in Texas, this means that
you would not be eligible
for ELRP or LFP for 2020
or 2021 because your coun-
ty did not qualify. And for
some counties, even the
early part of 2022 had not
yet qualified.

So, for you producers
with PRF policies that have
improved pastures that
have been properly desig-
nated, you most likely will
be eligible for ERP pay-
ments that will really help

you. Remember how your
policy works. Remember
that you are insuring 2-
month intervals that stand
independently of each
other. For example, for my
grid in Henderson County,
my September-October
interval reported at 34.4%
of normal, which was
enough to cover my entire
yearly premium plus about
58%. I had only one other
interval that reported
below normal (73.5%).
The rest of the year was
fantastic. But even with the
dry September-October,
our county was not desig-
nated in the D2 or higher
stage for long enough to
declare the county.

We have told customers
for many years that you
your PRF policy can pay
you indemnities in even the
overall good years—not
just the bad years like 2011
or now 2022. 

Signup time for PRF in
2023 will start in mid-
September, after the new
rates are published. The
lesson I would try to con-
vey to everyone today is
that the PRF policy is here
to help you. Not just in bad
years like we have now, but
in relatively good years as
well. We have a new agent
coming on board this fall to
assist us in helping you. If
you are not covered, please
call soon so that we can get
the ball rolling. If you are
insured but think your
acres may not be classified
properly, give us a call. We
are here to serve your
needs.
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USDA Livestock Export/Import
Statistics For 4-23-26

SPECIES: 4-13-26: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE

a. Slaughter 0 0 31
b. Breeding Males 55 27 783
c. Breeding Females 51 43 325

Total 106 70 1,139
2) HOGS

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 116
c. Breeding Females 0 0 2,129

Total 0 0 2,245
3) SHEEP

a. Slaughter Ewes 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0
4) GOATS

a. Spanish 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0
5) DAIRY CATTLE

a. Breeding Males 0 0 0
b. Breeding Females 0 198 532

Total 0 198 532
6) HORSES

a. Slaughter 496 628 6,679
b. Breeding Males 34 27 673
c. Breeding Females 20 13 519
d. Geldings 5 12 189
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 3

Total 555 680 8,063
7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 104

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 4-13-26: 1-1-26 - Present
FEEDER CATTLE 0 0

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 0 0

The bigger story of 2026 
may be less about heifer re-
tention and more about beef 
cow slaughter. After culling 
the herd very hard from 2021 
to 2023, beef cow slaughter 
was sharply lower in 2024 
and 2025. Through the first 
14 weeks of 2026, beef cow 
slaughter has been running 
almost 18% lower than the 

same time last year. If that 
trend held for the balance of 
the year, the 2026 beef cow 
culling rate would be about 
7%, when the culling rate has 
averaged over 9.8% the last 
twenty years. Weather condi-
tions are likely to impact both 
heifer retention and cow cull-
ing as we move through cur-
rent year, but the current pace 
of cow slaughter may be the 
largest inventory driver as we 
move towards 2027.

Quarterly...
(Continued from page 1)

A world champion fiddler
The guitar, by decree of 

the 1977 Texas legislature, is 
the state instrument of Texas. 
With apologies to and deep 
respect for that fine instru-
ment, we’re going to say the 
fiddle did the most to shape 
the state’s music in its early 
days. Not that it was easy for 
the fiddle, even if you call it 
a violin. 

In the state’s early days, 
the fiddle had to fight a per-
ception that it was an instru-
ment of the devil and that a 
talent for playing it could 
only be acquired through a 
deal with same. Fiddlers were 
depicted as lazy, hard-drink-
ing and generally worthless 
human beings who drew one 
step closer to hell with every 
note they played. 

And yet there was a per-
sistent demand for fiddle 
music, especially in rural 
places where music provided 
one of the few social diver-
sions available. Of the many 
who established a high stan-
dard for Texas fiddle playing, 
Alexander “Eck” Robertson 
deserves the most credit. 
Aside from being a very good 
player of the fiddle, he was 
also the first to record coun-
try music for commercial re-
lease. 

Eck grew up outside 
Amarillo into a family of fid-
dlers until his father entered 
the ministry and withdrew 
from the instrument. Eck is 
surely the only Texas fiddler 
who crafted his first fiddle 
(when he was eight-years-
old) by shooting the family 
cat, stretching the hide over 
a large gourd and stringing it 

with hair from a mare’s tail. 
“It’s the meanest trick I 

ever done,” he later told an 
Amarillo newspaper. 

The family’s cats breathed 
a sigh of relief when Eck 
traded a pig for a store-bought 
Sears and Roebuck fiddle 
but Eck’s father did not. Eck 
began sneaking out of the 
house at night to fiddle at 
local dances. By 16 he was on 
the road, fiddling full time for 
traveling medicine shows in 
Oklahoma.

 Eck met an Oklahoma 
fiddler named Henry C. 

Gilliand, who happened 
to be friends with law-
yer Marvin Littleton, who 
happened to represent the 
Victor Recording Company. 
Littleton arranged for 
Gilliand and Eck to record 
some tunes at the Victor stu-
dios in New York City in 
June of 1922. That’s how Eck 
Robertson happened to re-
cord music aimed at a rural 
audience at a time when re-
cord companies either didn’t 
know or didn’t care if such an 
audience existed. 

(Continued on page 5)

Spring of 2026 seems to be 
getting better and better! For 
instance, last week I received 
2-3 inches of rain at our ranch 
near Castell, and from what 
was reported to me, many of 
you south and southeast of San 
Antonio received even more 
than that. This recent rainfall 
should boost our native grasses 
and improve pastures to finally 
green up and grow, which is 
exactly the way spring is sup-
posed to be. I’m not sure if it’s 
just me, but ever since 2011 (the 
year of the drought), I get a re-
ally bad feeling in my stomach 
even when I think it’s getting a 
little bit dry. Texas has been so 
blessed this spring, and I hope 
it continues a long way into 
the summer. But then, we all 
know what happens in July and 
August. The dome of high pres-
sure takes over and for the next 
eight weeks we must endure 
the heat and absence of rainfall, 
which is almost a guarantee. 

All the sales that I have 
been to since the first of this 
year have been outstanding! 
The market in the registered 
business has been very good, 
and I’ve seen several new buy-

ers at each one. There appears 
to be a lot of confidence from 
the purebred buyers, especially 
in the better-quality cattle.  I’m 
also seeing a lot of new buy-
ers, which is interesting since 
there hasn’t been much growth 
in most of the cattle breeds in 
the last 10 years. This is a very 
good sign, especially for breed 
associations, but more impor-
tantly for the breed executives 
who are responsible for making 
them grow.

I’ve always been somewhat 
confused by different segments 
of the cattle industry and how 
they function. You start with 
the cow-calf operator, the sale 
barns, the stocker, the feeder, 
the packer, and the meat pur-
veyor just to name a few and 
each one is trying to make the 
most profit it can from the same 
cattle. Then, you have the pure-
bred or registered breeders, and 
they are in a class all by them-
selves. They usually have a lot 
more invested in their herd. 
They must keep accurate re-
cords on their cattle including 
date of birth, performance in-
formation and DNA testing, all 
which create extra expenses to 

sell their product. It’s a tough 
and frustrating business but 
one that is very necessary for 
the cattle industry to improve 
efficiency and quality. For we 
all know, whatever these pure-
bred breeders do today will in-
fluence our cow herds for many 
years. We buy our bulls from 
them and on up the chain our 
products go all the way to the 
consumer’s table. Now, many 
of you on the commercial side 
of the business make comments 
all the time about registered 
breeders and how they don’t re-
ally understand the way the real 
cattle business works. Let me 
tell you that they do, and they 
continue to improve by provid-
ing a better product so that you 
can improve, also. I’ve been 
around the registered business 
since 1983, and I have seen our 
cattle improved immensely in 
that time. Most of that improve-
ment has come at the expense 
of registered breeders and the 
investments of time and money 
they’ve been willing to make.

The next time you go to a 
registered breeder’s ranch and 
he prices you a bull for $8,000-
$10,000, stop and think about 
the ones he had to cull for infer-
tility, a broken leg, poor qual-
ity, disposition, or many other 
reasons. Then consider what 
he had to do to get that animal 
to the point where you would 
be happy to have him in your 
pasture.

For those of you who are 
new to the registered business, 
I would like to welcome you 
and say thank you for your en-
thusiasm and effort to make our 
industry better. I look forward 
to meeting and visiting with at 
future sales this year.
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Groundbreaking marks 
next major milestone in 

strengthening U.S. New World 
screwworm preparedness

Source:  USDA
(Edinburg, TX, April 

17, 2026) — Today, U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke L. Rollins and 
Lieutenant General William 
H. “Butch” Graham, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) commanding gen-
eral, led the groundbreaking 
for the new sterile fly produc-
tion facility at Moore Air Base 
in Edinburg, Texas. USDA is 
partnering with USACE to 
construct this facility, which 
is a cornerstone of Secretary 
Rollins’ five-pronged strategy 
to combat New World screw-
worm (NWS), expanding the 
nation’s domestic capacity to 
protect livestock, wildlife and 
public health from this serious 
pest.

“Breaking ground on 
this facility marks a major 
investment in safeguarding 
America’s livestock and the 
producers who feed this na-
tion. This puts NWS sterile 
fly production in American 
hands, so we do not have to 
rely on other countries for 
the best offensive measure to 
push screwworm away from 
our borders,” said Secretary 
Rollins. “The NWS threatens 
the health of our herds, the sta-
bility of rural economies, and 
the resilience of our supply 
chain. President Trump and 
his entire cabinet is committed 
to leveraging every resource 
necessary to contain this pest, 
protect American agriculture, 
and ensure the long-term secu-
rity of our food supply chain.”

“Thank you to President 
Trump and Secretary Rollins 
for your leadership in help-
ing mitigate the spread of the 
dangerous New World screw-
worm,” said Senator Cornyn. 
“I am glad to be in the Rio 
Grande Valley today for the 
groundbreaking of the sterile 
fly production facility, which 
will combat this parasite from 
spreading throughout the 
Lone Star State. Texas ranks 
first in the nation in cattle pro-
duction, and I will keep work-
ing with Secretary Rollins to 
ensure Texas ranchers and 
farmers are supported and pro-
tected from this pest.”

“Our mission at USACE 
is to deliver engineering 
solutions, with our part-

ners, to secure our Nation, 
strengthen our economy, 
and reduce disaster risk,” 

said LTG Graham. “That’s 
why we’re proud to deliver 
an engineering solution to 
the NWS, which represents 
a direct threat to our nation’s 
livestock, our food security, 
and our economy. This new, 
modern facility is the critical 
infrastructure we need to se-
cure a defensive line against 
the NWS for generations to 
come.”

USACE is providing engi-
neering, design, construction 
management, and contract 
oversight for the project, en-
suring the facility meets the 
highest standards for biosecu-
rity, reliability, and long term 
operational readiness.

The new facility is being 
built with an aggressive time-
line designed to quickly ex-
pand the nation’s sterile fly 
production capacity:

• Initial operational capa-
bility targeted for November 
2027, reaching production of 
100 million sterile flies per 
week.

• Construction continues 
immediately beyond initial 
operations to scale full pro-
duction capacity to 300 mil-
lion sterile flies per week.

• USDA and USACE have 
slashed red tape, securing 
expedited procurement, and 
eliminating other barriers.

• Together, USDA and 

USACE will oversee instal-
lation, and commissioning of 
specialized systems that will 
make this facility operable on 
time, delivering the critical 
sterile flies we need to con-
tinue to defeat this pest.

This new state-of-the-

art facility will complement 
USDA’s ongoing production 
of 100 million sterile flies per 
week at the Panama-based 
COPEG facility. USDA has 
also invested $21 million to 

(Continued on page 5)
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SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-24-26
VOLUME: 145
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 587-730 626-700
300-400 lbs. 539-630 505-575
400-500 lbs. 480-545 465-530
500-600 lbs. 402-468 398-465
600-700 lbs. 380-455 392-400
700-800 lbs. 330-383 243-395
Slaughter cows 80-186
Slaughter bulls 185-205
Stocker cows 1150-2250
Pairs —

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commission
Bryan, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-28-26
VOLUME: 606
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 625-740 580-675
300-400 lbs. 590-710 490-555
400-500 lbs. 480-590 465-530
500-600 lbs. 450-522.5 390-425
600-700 lbs. 380-455 365-400
700-800 lbs. 385-410 310-333
Slaughter cows 166-190
Slaughter bulls 190-230
Stocker cows 2300-3350
Pairs 2500-3700

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-27-26
VOLUME: 729
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 578-738 546-738
300-400 lbs. 524-656 448-604
400-500 lbs. 484-638 436-558
500-600 lbs. 420-524 396-502
600-700 lbs. 340-448 338-432
700-800 lbs. 296-374 284-364
Slaughter cows 134-184
Slaughter bulls 172-210
Stocker cows 1800-3600
Pairs 2550-4200

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-27-26
VOLUME: 796
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 635-790 580-770
300-400 lbs. 522-685 503-790
400-500 lbs. 463-585 432-540
500-600 lbs. 431-515 374-480
600-700 lbs. 363-450 342-480
700-800 lbs. 319-370 340-345
Slaughter cows 85-180
Slaughter bulls 162-206
Stocker cows 1540-2000
Pairs 3800

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-28-26
VOLUME: 225
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 575-675 505-560
300-400 lbs. 520-625 470-525
400-500 lbs. 450-550 420-500
500-600 lbs. 400-470 395-480
600-700 lbs. 352-410 315-365
700-800 lbs. 305-320 290-320
Slaughter cows 80-175
Slaughter bulls 140-210
Stocker cows 2500-3000
Pairs 3000-3650

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-22-26
VOLUME: 145
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 200-670 210-600
300-400 lbs. 350-620 350-575
400-500 lbs. 350-555 350-515
500-600 lbs. 250-527 300-492.5
600-700 lbs. 200-442 250-415
700-800 lbs. 200-370 200-345
Slaughter cows 70-190
Slaughter bulls 90-225
Stocker cows 2000-4600
Pairs 2000-5000

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-9-26
VOLUME: 677
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — 450-600
300-400 lbs. 525-640 430-520
400-500 lbs. 450-570 385-485
500-600 lbs. 425-530 360-400
600-700 lbs. 360-380 300-350
700-800 lbs. 300-387 308-350
Slaughter cows 85-172
Slaughter bulls 60-215
Stocker cows 1650-4200
Pairs 1800-4600

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 4-23-26

VOLUME: 1060
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. — —
400-500 lbs. 447-525 460-550
500-600 lbs. 430-500 413-505
600-700 lbs. 402-452 381-560
700-800 lbs. 378-400 —
Slaughter cows 78-190
Slaughter bulls 175-224
Stocker cows 1500-4400
Pairs 2850-6650

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-27-26
VOLUME: 1110
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 614-900 537-730
300-400 lbs. 559-700 512-600
400-500 lbs. 511-570 491-570
500-600 lbs. 462-535 424-505
600-700 lbs. 393-445 352-410
700-800 lbs. 340-400 314-377.5
Slaughter cows 105-194
Slaughter bulls 190-229
Stocker cows 1700-3550
Pairs 1600-4300

SALE: Milam County Livestock Auction
Cameron, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-24-26
VOLUME: 1171
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 585-740 450-670
300-400 lbs. 529-710 408-605
400-500 lbs. 461-580 365-570
500-600 lbs. 250-560 225-480
600-700 lbs. — —
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 141-187
Slaughter bulls 155-216
Stocker cows 1450-4600
Pairs 1600-6000

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-28-26
VOLUME: 1412
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 408-860 235-810
300-400 lbs. 401-840 225-830
400-500 lbs. 380-710 218-605
500-600 lbs. 372-605 212-555
600-700 lbs. 361-495 206-490
700-800 lbs. 315-452 185-500
Slaughter cows 155-186
Slaughter bulls 201-226
Stocker cows 2400-3600
Pairs 3300-4600

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-22-26
VOLUME: 200
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 655-700 600-650
300-400 lbs. 600-675 507-640
400-500 lbs. 500-555 480-520
500-600 lbs. 426-485 400-475
600-700 lbs. 370-407 340-380
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 130-200
Slaughter bulls 167-219
Stocker cows 2000-3950
Pairs 3150-4500

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-25-26
VOLUME: 991
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 420-890 355-790
300-400 lbs. 400-675 385-600
400-500 lbs. 510-565 410-565
500-600 lbs. 385-525 385-525
600-700 lbs. 320-432 320-432
700-800 lbs. 310-380 310-380
Slaughter cows 75-200
Slaughter bulls 160-218
Stocker cows 1325-4150
Pairs 3250-6000

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-25-26
VOLUME: 1426
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 350-760 325-720
300-400 lbs. 350-645 325-595
400-500 lbs. 300-570 300-555
500-600 lbs. 300-500 300-470
600-700 lbs. 300-470 300-425
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 100-185
Slaughter bulls 150-230
Stocker cows 1700-3450
Pairs 1700-3450

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-24-26
VOLUME: 601
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 465-765 450-680
300-400 lbs. 250-640 370-575
400-500 lbs. 387-570 325-575
500-600 lbs. 220-510 200-425
600-700 lbs. 370-425 200-360
700-800 lbs. 310-355 150-310
Slaughter cows 110-186
Slaughter bulls 140-237
Stocker cows 1750-4750
Pairs 2500-5500

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-24-26
VOLUME: 1348
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 604-750 514-735
300-400 lbs. 561-705 493-555
400-500 lbs. 492-575 465-570
500-600 lbs. 475-555 390-455
600-700 lbs. 416-470 370-420
700-800 lbs. 349-348 330-340
Slaughter cows 180-187
Slaughter bulls 135-218
Stocker cows 2250-2950
Pairs 3200

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-25-26
VOLUME: 397
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 425-860 375-650
300-400 lbs. 420-675 350-500
400-500 lbs. 390-565 320-545
500-600 lbs. 350-505 315-455
600-700 lbs. 320-465 335-375
700-800 lbs. 335-365 —
Slaughter cows 90-183
Slaughter bulls 165-204
Stocker cows 1200-3800
Pairs 1800-4400

SALE: Cattleman’s Columbus Livestock Auction
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-23-26
VOLUME: 462
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 550-790 525-695
300-400 lbs. 475-645 435-570
400-500 lbs. 410-600 400-530
500-600 lbs. 395-470 375-470
600-700 lbs. 350-430 315-400
700-800 lbs. 310-385 290-325
Slaughter cows 110-183
Slaughter bulls 170-182
Stocker cows 1650-3500
Pairs 1900-3600

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-28-26
VOLUME: 718
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 420-800 400-715
300-400 lbs. 410-720 400-590
400-500 lbs. 360-555 365-520
500-600 lbs. 300-500 335-485
600-700 lbs. 285-440 305-375
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 115-187
Slaughter bulls 180-225
Stocker cows 1600-6000
Pairs 2750-5400

SALE: El Campo Livestock Exchange LLC
El Campo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 4-28-26
VOLUME: 2105
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 643-800 597-760
300-400 lbs. 578-710 527-663
400-500 lbs. 506-600 461-580
500-600 lbs. 462-535 412-480
600-700 lbs. 420-520 380-457
700-800 lbs. 356-418 330-395
Slaughter cows 110-210
Slaughter bulls 190-219
Stocker cows 3000-3500
Pairs 3200-3900

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, Apri 23, 2026: Total receipts: 314, last 
reported (4-16-26) 399, last year 672. Feeder cattle 228 (72.6%), last reported (4-16-26) 
309 (77.4%), last year 511 (76.0%). Slaughter cattle 54 (17.2%), last reported (4-16-26) 67 
(16.8%), last year 141 (21.0%). Replacement cattle 32 (10.2%), last reported (4-16-26) 23 
(5.8%), last year 20 (3.0%). Feeder cattle were all too lightly tested to develop an accurate 
market trend however lower undertones were noted on feeder steers, while steady to higher 
undertones were noted on feeder heifers and feeder bulls. Slaughter cows sold uneven; leans 
and breakers sold 2.00 to 3.00 lower, while boners sold 4.00 to 5.00 higher. Slaughter bulls 
sold steady.  Supply included: 73% Feeder Cattle (42% Steers, 39% Heifers, 19% Bulls); 
17% Slaughter Cattle (74% Cows, 26% Bulls); 10% Replacement Cattle (13% Stock Cows, 
58% Bred Cows, 29% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 32%.

Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, April 28, 2026: Total receipts 
6,573, last reported (4-20-26) 5,867, last year 4,921. Feeder cattle: 6,573 (100.0%), last re-
ported (4-20-26) 5,867 (100.0%), last year 4,921 (100.0%). Compared to last week:  Feeder 
cattle and calves mostly steady.  Bulk of the feeder steers weighing over 750 lbs and 700-750 
lb steers very lightly tested.  Demand good as cattle futures traded sharply higher on Monday. 
Several strings of heavier weight feeder cattle included.  Weigh ups average to full.  Feeders 
in medium to fleshy conditions. Warm, humid day on Monday but will cool back into the 60’s 
and 70’s after today.  Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (51% Steers, 0% Dairy Steers, 
46% Heifers, 2% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 75%.

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, April 29, 2026: Sheep and goats: Total re-
ceipts 6,846, last reported (4-21-26) 3,216, last year 5,897. Feeder sheep/lambs 0 (0.0%), last 
reported (4-21-26) 0 (0.0%), last year 521 (8.8%). Slaughter sheep/lambs 3,965 (57.9%), last 
reported (4-21-26) 1,925 (59.9%), last year 1,543 (26.2%). Feeder goats 1,004 (14.7%), last 
reported (4-21-26) 540 (16.8%), last year 1,220 (20.7%). Slaughter goats 1,877 (27.4%), last 
reported (4-21-26) 751 (23.4%), last year 2,613 (44.3%). Compared to last week, slaughter 
hair lambs traded 3.00 to 6.00 higher, while slaughter ewes traded steady. Feeder goats traded 
sharply higher and Slaughter goats traded sharply higher. Next report will be released on May 
6, 2026.  Supply included: 58% Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (9% Wooled & Shorn, 77% Hair 
Breeds, 4% Ewes, 6% Hair Ewes, 0% Bucks, 3% Hair Bucks); 15% Feeder Goats (100% 
Kids); 27% Slaughter Goats (69% Kids, 21% Nannies/Does, 3% Bucks/Billies, 7% Wethers).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, April 21, 2026: Sheep and goats:  
1,112 Light Lambs Steady. Heavy Lambs Steady. Kids Steady. Light Kids Steady. #1 Wool 
Lambs 40-60 Lb 180.00-400.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 170.00-400.00 Cwt. Bbd 
Lambs (40-60 Lb) 130.00-340.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 330.00-415.00 Cwt. Dorpx 
Lambs (60-80 Lb) 300.00-415.00 Cwt. Light Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb) 330.00-415.00 
Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (90-140 Lb) 150.00-400.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes 20.00-220.00 Cwt. 
Sheep Bucks/Rams 90.00-500.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 Lb) 350.00-500.00 Cwt. #1. 
Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 350.00-535.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (60-80 Lb) 350.00-535.00 
Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 175.00-485.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 220.00-325.00 Cwt. Lower Qual-
ity Kids 100.00-250.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 30.00-260.00 Cwt. Stocker. Sp/Boex 
Nannies 200.00-330.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies No Test. Boex Billies 120.00-265.00 Cwt.

For updated daily reports and additional market reports
go to: www.southernlivestock.com
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 The two men recorded 
“Arkansaw Traveler” their 
first day in the Big Apple. Eck 
returned by himself the next 
day to record five more tunes, 
including “Sallie Gooden and 
“Done Gone.” 

Critics, scholars and fid-
dlers generally agree that 
Eck’s recording of “Sallie 
Gooden” is the genesis of 
modern-style Texas fiddling.

“The first time I heard 
him (Robertson) play ‘Sallie 
Gooden,’ my thought was 
this guy is playing that style 
as well as it can be played,” 
Austin fiddler Erik Hokkanen 
told Texas Highways in 2022. 
“A hundred years later and 
nobody’s topped him.”

Matt Brown, another 

Panhandle fiddler of note, 
wrote “Done Gone.” J.B. 
Cranfill, a doctor, preacher, 
publisher and prohibitionist 
but also a fiddler reported that 
Brown wrote the tune on the 
side of a lonely highway after 
the only car he saw during an 
entire afternoon of hitchhik-
ing passed him by and dang 
near ran over him. 

Eck recorded another set 
of tunes for Victor in 1928. 
He later recorded 100 songs 
for the Sellers Transcription 
Studios in Dallas; the loss of 
those tapes is one of the great 
misfortunes (and possibly 
missed fortunes) of Texas 
music.  

Eck never quite man-
aged to make a living play-
ing music but he kept playing 
it anyway. He was a popular 
performer and frequent win-

ner at old time fiddling con-
tests. He appeared at the 1965 
Newport Folk Festival when 
he was 78-years-old and 
also played the UCLA Folk 
Festival in California. 

There was talk of another 
recording but nothing ever 
came of it. Eck drifted back to 
Amarillo and then to a nurs-
ing home in Borger. He died 
there in 1975 at the age of 88, 
a mostly forgotten pioneer 
of Texas music. The inscrip-
tion on his tombstone reads: 
“World’s Champion Fiddler.” 

So the next time you hear 
the song that claims “you just 
can’t play in Texas without 
a fiddle in the band” take a 
moment to remember Eck 
Robertson, the man who did 
as much as anybody to make 
that true.

~SLS

Texas Trails...
(Continued from page 2)

support modernization of 
Mexico’s Metapa, Mexico 
facility, expected to be opera-
tional in summer 2026.

Once fully operational, 
this expanded production net-
work will provide the speed, 
scale, and domestic capability 
needed to rapidly counter any 
NWS threat—reducing risks 
to producers, protecting animal 
health, and strengthening the re-
silience of America’s livestock 

industry.
For more information about 

NWS USDA’s prevention ef-
forts, visit Screwworm.gov.DC News...

(Continued from page 3)
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ments ERP assistance
recently provided to more
than 162,000 producers
who had received crop
insurance indemnities for

qualifying losses. Nearly
13,000 additional crop
insurance customers are
pre-filled applications
being sent in August to
cover eligible 2020 losses
described above and for
producers with more com-

plex policies where indem-
nities could not be calculat-
ed for 2021 previously.

ERP and the previously
announced Emergency
Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) are funded by the
Extending Government
Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden
signed into law in 2021. The
law provided $10 billion to
help agricultural producers
impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, win-
ter storms and other eligi-
ble disasters experienced
during calendar years 2020
and 2021. Overall, USDA

has already quickly dis-
bursed over $6 billion dol-
lars under ERP and ELRP
with reduced paperwork
for the producer and field
offices.

Additional USDA dis-
aster assistance informa-

tion can be found on farm-
ers.gov, including the Di-
saster Assistance Disco-
very Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and
Farm Loan Discovery
Tool. For FSA and Natural
Resources Conservation

(Continued from page 11)
Deadline...

Termite Palace came Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig, and a whole new way
of looking at animation.
“What’s up, doc?” and “Th-
th-that’s all, folks” became
enduring catchphrases.

The Warner Brothers
cartoons produced by
Avery and his team repre-
sented a sub-genre of ani-
mation. Disney had the
realistic and the cute and
cuddly market wrapped up,
but Avery understood
something very basic about
cartoons that Disney did
not; anything can happen in
a cartoon.

In an Avery cartoon, an
anvil might fall from a great
distance onto the head of
the main character, who is
immediately reshaped as
an accordion, every move-
ment accompanied by an
off-key note. In the next
frame, the character is just
fine and ready to get run
over by a speeding locomo-
tive if that’s what the story
calls for. Generations of
children and adults alike
have praised this as “great
stuff.”

Avery went to work at
MGM after creative differ-
ences with his bosses at
Warner Brothers and
turned out features and
shorts at a furious clip, but
at the expense of his health
and his family. A son died
of a drug overdose and his
marriage dissolved while
he continued to experi-
ment with the endless pos-
sibilities of animation.

In the 50s, Avery turned
to advertising. His work in
that realm included the
Raid commercial where a
bunch of gangster cock-
roaches scream “Raid!”
just before getting sprayed
into oblivion. The short-
lived Frito Bandito was
also a Tex Avery creation.

Avery died in 1980 at
the age of 72, just as the
extent of his contribution
to the art of animation was
beginning to be recognized.
Chuck Jones, who worked
with him at Warner
Brothers, said, “I was as
ignorant of his genius as I
suppose Michelangelo’s
apprentices were oblivious
to the fact that they, too,
were working with genius.”

SLS

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

Service programs, produc-
ers should contact their
local USDA Service Cen-
ter. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, pro-
ducers and landowners
should contact their crop
insurance agent.

SLS

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904

SLS 8-05-22  8/2/22  5:26 PM  Page 12
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By:  Kerry Wiggins

President’s
Address...

By Joe C. Paschal, 
Livestock Specialist,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Executive
Director’s Report...

By: Cooper Little

Proudly representing
cattlemen since 1974!

STATE OFFICE: P.O. Box 1168 • 220 W. San Antonio St. • Lockhart, TX 78644
www.icatexas.com • tica@icatexas.com • Office: 512/620-0162

Cooper Little, Executive Director
tica@icatexas.com

Dorothy Harper, Accounting and Human Resources
Breana Barton, Local Chapter Liaison

STATE STAFF:

2022-2023 Executive Board

2022-2023 Board of Directors

Kerry Wiggins, President
Austin, TX

J. Storme Jannise Birdwell, Secretary
Hamshire, TX

Darrell Sklar, 1st Vice President
Edna, TX

Curtiss Calhoun, Treasurer
Cedar Park, TX

Brian Malaer, 2nd Vice President
Harwood, TX

Brad Cotton, Past President
Floresville, TX

Chuck Kiker, Executive Member-At-Large
Beaumont, TX

Carl Glass, Executive Member-At-Large
Skidmore, TX

Paul Looney, Executive Member-At-Large
Mineral, TX

Lindsey Lee
Edna, TX

Bill Breeding
Miami, TX

Dr. Jason Cleere
Madisonville, TX

Ron Denham
Plum, TX 

Horace Drisdale
Plum, TX

Jeff Gau
Round Top, TX

Carl Glass
Skidmore, TX

Lyndon Homann
Lockhart, TX

Rafe  Jackson
Gonzales, TX

J. Storme Jannise
Hamshire, TX

Carilyn John
Seguin, TX

David Karisch
LaGrange, TX

Dr. Sammy Knippa
Seguin, TX

Laurie Miller
Poth, TX

Brenda Moore
La Vernia, TX

Doug Muenchow
Floresville, TX

Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

Richard Niemann
Flatonia, TX

Glen Sachtleben
Gonzales, TX

Greg Seidenberger
Seguin, TX

Bill Selman
Lockhart, TX

Dr. Glen Tate
Adkins, TX

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Tom Beard
Alpine, TX 

Dr. Larry Boleman
College Station, TX

Curtis Calhoun
Cedar Park, TX

Verlin Callahan
Bastrop, TX

Harold Clubb
Hamshire, TX

Joe Conti, Jr.
Victoria, TX

Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX
Peanut Gilfillian
Stowell, TX

Tommy Guerra
Roma, TX

Richard Hodge
Pledger, TX

Connie Jacob
Victoria, TX

Chuck Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Alton Kuykendall
Stockdale, TX

Paul Looney 
Mineral, TX

Billy Bob Low
Cost, TX

Benno Luensmann
Seguin, TX

Bob Nunley Jr.
Sabinal, TX

Richard Nunley
Sabinal, TX 

Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Dr. Joe Paschal
Corpus Christi, TX

Bill Quinney
Gonzales, TX

Phil Sadler
Alba, TX

Jim Selman 
Gonzales, TX

Darrell Sklar
Edna, TX

Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

CHAPTER PRESIDENT/
DIRECTORS:

Colorado Valley ICA
Steve Janda
Gonzales, TX

East Texas ICA
Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Gonzales County ICA
Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

Guada-Coma ICA
Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

MidTex ICA
Tommy Jackson
Luling, TX

South Central Texas ICA
Laurie Miller
Poteet, TX

Southeast Texas ICA
Bill Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Victoria Crossroads
Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX

Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested
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Events
ICA’s 52nd Annual Convention
•	 June 24-26th, 2023 at the Embassy Suites 

Hotel in San Marcos, TX
•	 Schedule includes:  live demos and exhib-

tions, world class trade show, top industry 
speakers, open bars and great food, live and 
silent auctions, several games and raffles, 
live entertainment by Gary P. Nunn
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Maybe it was prayers, 
maybe it was a rain dance, or 
maybe Mother Nature sim-
ply decided it was time to 
give us those April showers 
that bring May flowers. Most 
areas in south and central 
Texas received some long-
awaited rain last month. 
Hayfields are looking green, 
stock tanks are full, and cat-
tle prices remain high. Like 
most of you, I keep hoping 
the price of diesel will come 
down soon. Fuel and fertilizer 
are cutting deep into already 
thin profit margins. Many 
producers are getting criti-
cally low on hay, as pastures 
have yet to produce sufficient 
forage. Farmers and ranchers 
are notoriously optimistic, 
and we always find a way to 
pull through. Every week 
we read the latest update on 
the New World screwworm. 
How close is it? Probably a 
lot closer than we would 
like to think. To be prudent, 
I encourage you to keep in-
formed and review the proto-
cols that have been published 
for possible prevention and 
treatment. Already, some 
local suppliers are out of 
Ivermectin and other prod-

ucts that the experts are rec-
ommending we have on hand. 
With luck, that fly won’t 
make it across our border, but 
being vigilant and prepared 
are key to getting us through 
this threat. May is the month 
ICA local chapters award 
scholarships to their local 
youth in agriculture. That is 
one investment that certainly 
pays back great dividends. 
Our chapters have been 
working hard with fundrais-
ers to earn the funds needed 
to award these scholarships 
and help our youth get a head 
start pursuing advanced ed-
ucation. Congratulations 
to all the scholarship recip-
ients and thank you to all 
our hard-working chapters. 
Registration is now open for 
our ICA Convention this June 
24th-26th in San Marcos. 
We have something for ev-
eryone at convention. Great 
vendor booths, live and si-
lent auctions, a golf tourna-
ment, live entertainment, 
CEUs, a drawn down raffle, 
and some wonderful food 
and beverages. If you have 
always wanted to attend but 
keep putting it off, make this 

When we decided to 
leave South Texas, one of my 
“musts” was to move where it 
rained (the other two were 1) 
no brush to treat and 2) good 
fences). Brenham seemed 
like a good spot to resettle but 
pretty soon it quit raining. Not 
quite like it did in South or 
West Texas or Central Florida, 
but certainly less than adver-
tised. In the last major drought 
in 2011-2012, I studied the 
monthly rainfall measure-
ments for the 10 or so years 
leading up to that dry period 
for different areas of the state. 
It turned out that most of the 
rainfall, 80% or so, fell in in-
crements of less than 0.20 
inches (about the thickness 
of a wooden pencil) so only 
about 4 inches of a 20-inch 

annual rainfall fell in amounts 
above that! Usually within 
the 0.50- and 1.0-inch range. 
Agricultural universities and 
the NRCS have long promoted 
the importance of ground 
cover to improve infiltration of 
rain into the soil to stimulate 
root and grass growth but there 
have been few studies on the 
impact of the amount of rain 
on grass production from a 
given amount of ground cover. 
The one study I know was 
conducted in the early 1980s 
by my friend and colleague, 
Dr. C. Wayne Hanselka, the 
Texas A&M Extension Range 
Specialist now retired. His 
work proved that adequate 
ground cover with even min-
imal rainfall had significant 

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 7)

South Central ICA Chapter
Prayers have been an-

swered! After a long stretch 
of dry conditions, our area 
was finally blessed with 
much-needed rain, bring-
ing a renewed sense of hope 
across much of South Texas. 
For many, the sound of rain 
on a tin roof and the sight of 
water collecting in the gauge 
was more than just a weather 
event—it was a reminder of 
why we do what we do and 
how much we care for the 
land, the cattle and the life we 
have built around them. Even 
the toughest ranchers will get 
a lump in their throat or tear 
up at a good rain following 
a hard drought. Pastures are 

already showing signs of life 
and with another week of 
continued moisture, we’re 
hopeful for stronger forage 
production in the coming 
months. This should help 
ease input costs, improve 
hay availability and put some 
much-needed condition back 
on our cattle. This rain has 
lifted spirits and reminds us 
all that even in tough times, 
resilience, perseverance 
and most of all, faith in our 
Creator will carry us through. 
Our local chapter held its 
quarterly meeting on Apr. 
16th at Blessed Sacrament 
Church in Poth, Texas.  It 
was encouraging to see both 

(Continued on page 11)
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Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..

GGG OOO NNN ZZZ AAA LLL EEE SSS

LLL III VVV EEE SSS TTT OOO CCC KKK MMM AAA RRR KKK EEE TTT,,, III NNN CCC ...

SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
We’re excited, our Mid-

Tex Meet & Greet on July
26th had over 30 attendees
and was full of energy. Our
meeting began with a light
supper in the state office in
Lockhart and everyone
mingled and met each
other. Our ICA Executive
Director, Cooper Little,
started the meeting for us

and introduced Kerry Wig-
gins, ICA’s new president.
Joe Kelly, a founding ICA
member,  was in attendance
along with Tommy Jack-
son, chapter president and
Karen Bell, chapter treas-
urer. Dr. Bill Selman was
our guest speaker and he
gave all of us valuable
information on cattle vac-
cines and how to obtain

them with the new state
laws.  

It was enthusiastically
approved that our next
meeting will be held on
Aug. 23, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at
Chisholm Trail BBQ,
Lockhart, Texas, which is
our former venue. We look
forward to this second
meeting to vote on officers
and committee members to
help us invigorate our
chapter.

South Central Texas
ICA Chapter

South Central Texas
ICA (SCTICA) had a
member meeting on

(Continued on page 8)
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benefits on grass growth and 
nutritional value. During a 
three-year period, he looked at 
the monthly growth and nutri-
tional value of Buffelgrass on 
three ranches in the lower Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas. While 
collecting the data he found 
that those plots with greater 
grass growth after monthly 
clipping grew significantly 
more grass with less rainfall! 
In an extreme example, a plot 
with only 150 pounds of for-
age per acre (less than an inch) 
grew 1,900 pounds of grass 
but had 19.9 inches of rain. 

However, those plots with 
300, 425, and 500 pounds of 
residual grew 1000, 1600, 
and 2500 pounds of forage, 
all with only 8 to 10 inches of 
rain! Sure, timing is important 
but so is the ability of having 
enough ground cover to slow 
down the moisture so it can be 
captured and enter the ground 
where it can be used. This ap-
plies not only to rangelands 
but to improved pastures, as 
well. Ground cover is the key 
to trapping rainfall no matter 
how little it is. It does not take 
a lot of rain to grow grass, but 
it does take grass to grow grass 
once it begins to rain.

Rain...
(Continued from page 6)

the year you join us. Hope to 
see you there. Stay safe, stay 
healthy, and remember your 
ICA is working hard every 
day to keep you informed 
and to be your voice in the in-
dustry and in the legislature.  
Please share the good news 
with your neighbors and re-
cruit them to become ICA 
members.

President’s...
(Continued from page 6)

Visit
www.SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com
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From the last time we chatted, the El Niño 
chatter has taken off. I am not surprised by 
this, but feel like we need to continue to talk 
about what it means. While some outlets tell 
you that we won’t see impacts until fall/winter, 
I believe that we are already seeing El Niño 
conditions in the Pacific Ocean. The following 
map shows sea surface temperature anoma-
lies as of April 27th.

The warmer than average water off the 
west coast of South America extends along 
the equator to the west. We also have much 
warmer than average water off the southwest 
coast of the U.S. That is the warm/positive 
phase of what is called the Pacific Meridio-
nal Mode. These two can work to enhance 
the subtropical or southern branch of the jet 
stream. We’ve seen some of this in recent 
weeks. However, what is happening at the 
surface is only a small part of what is going on. 
The ocean temperature anomalies beneath 
the surface are even more impressive. This 
map shows extremely warm water beneath 
the surface…all the way down to 200 meters 
deep across the same part of the ocean. That 
warm water in a lesser capacity will eventu-
ally surface. That process is what will make 
this event develop quickly. That magnitude of 
warm water also is what will likely make this 
a strong event. How strong? That is what we 
still have to determine. However, the following 
chart/forecast from the Bureau of Meteorolo-
gy out of Australia gives us an idea.

The chart above shows sea surface tem-
perature anomalies rising to levels greater than 
2.5 degrees Celsius by the fall. That would put 
us in very strong or “super” El Niño territory. 
In fact, if the forecast chart above verifies, this 
could be the strongest El Niño in well over 100 
years. Now, I think it is very important to be 
measured about the strength forecast as we 
have a few more things to determine. How-
ever, given how quickly we left La Niña in the 

dust and how quickly we’ve transitioned to 
weak El Niño status, along with the typhoon 
activity in the western Pacific, I would be very 
surprised if we didn’t have a very strong El 
Niño by later this summer and fall. I also think 
it is important to note that this El Niño likely 
isn’t going to exit as quickly as it developed. 
This event and its impacts will likely linger into 
AT LEAST the first third of 2027, possibly lon-
ger. But as I said, still some things to figure 
out there.

While the model data came out earlier this 
month, here is what the EURO seasonal mod-
el information had to say about the rest of 
spring and summer.

EURO Seasonal Model Temperature 
Anomaly Forecast May - July

EURO Seasonal Model Precipitation 
Anomaly Forecast May - July

EURO Seasonal Model Temperature 
Anomaly Forecast July - September

EURO Seasonal Model Precipitation 
Anomaly Forecast July - September

While this model doesn’t show any ex-
treme heat or dryness for a prolonged period 
of time, if you read last month’s article, you 
know I am concerned about some heat and 
flash drought conditions materializing later 
this summer for central/east Texas eastward 
along the Gulf Coast. Why? Well, history sug-
gests as much, and you can kind of see that 
signal in the model information above. 

Tough to say how widespread it will be, but 
a lot of it will determine how much rain these 
areas receive in May and June. Less rain? The 
heat and dryness come on quickly. More rain? 
The heat and dryness come on less quickly. 
Certainly something I will be watching.

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me an 

email...
Brian Bledsoe,

brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

WEATHER WISE
SPONSORED BY

SILVEUS:
1-210-524-9697
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longtime producers and new 
faces coming together, feast-
ing, fellowshipping, sharing 
knowledge and support-
ing one another through the 
challenges and victories that 
come with our way of life. 
Corbitt Wall, with National 
Beef Wire and DV Auction, 
provided some insight into 
the current cattle market and 
remains confident that prices 
will continue to hold steady 
for some time. We are look-
ing forward to the State ICA 
Convention planned for June 
24th-26th in San Marcos, 
Texas as well as our chap-
ter’s Annual Ranch Rodeo 
fundraiser on Saturday, Oct. 
10th in Pleasanton, Texas. We 
welcome all volunteers who 
would like to participate to 
reach out to any director for 
more information. We hope 
to see all of you at our next 
chapter meeting on July 16th 
or sometime in between.

GUADA-COMA ICA 
Chapter

Howdy from GUADA-
COMA ICA. I am breathing 
a little easier this week, as I 
had the big decision of gam-
bling whether I should fertil-
ize the hay fields or not. We 
have not had a measurable 
amount of rain for a very long 
time. Well, I gambled and 
prayed. Sunday, Apr. 19th, 
my many prayers were an-
swered, and it started raining 
a nice slow rain. By Tuesday, 
I had received over 7 inches! 
Tanks are full and pastures 
are greening up. It was truly 
a God rain that even my 
daughter in Mission received. 
My son-in-law is a produce 
farmer, so it was a welcome 
sight for the melons. I will 
keep praying we have rain to 
get our pastures back in shape 
and have fat happy cows. We 
have a new concern here lo-
cally. Data centers are buying 
good pasture and farmland. 
It is very troubling, with 
many concerns about how 
much water they use. We are 
already stressed with all the 
development happening and 
the strain on the aquifer. Why 
good farmland and pasture-
land?  And on top of that, they 
give them tax abatements! 
People selling their land 
need to do research on how 
this affects everyone. If we 
do not have the land to graze 
our cattle or grow crops, who 
is going to feed them? Don’t 
sit back and let this happen in 
your area. Our next chapter 
meeting will be on Monday, 
May 18th at Seguin Cattle 
Company. We look forward 
to presenting our scholar-
ship winners and preparing 
for the 52nd Annual ICA 
Convention and Trade Show. 
We hope to see you there.

Colorado Valley ICA 
Chapter

Howdy from the Colorado 
Valley ICA! Cows and bulls 
sold steady to a couple of dol-
lars higher. The calf market 
was very active and steady. 
Weather has been nice and 
several areas in the county 
received anywhere from 
0.75 to 10” of rain. We are 
continuing to receive rain 
weekly. Pastures are green-
ing up and cattle finally have 
fresh grass. Hay continues to 
move down the highway. The 
Fayette County Cow/Calf 
Clinic began bright and early 
on Friday, May 1st at the 
Fayette County Fairgrounds. 

This event is always a great 
opportunity for our local 
producers to earn CE credits 
and learn great information 
to help them and their oper-
ations. Our Colorado Valley 
ICA chapter sponsored the 
event again this year and we 
enjoyed having an ICA ven-
dor booth set-up to welcome 
new and prospective mem-
bers. Now, we are gearing up 
for an amazing time at ICA’s 
Annual Convention and 
Trade Show this June in San 
Marcos. This annual meeting 
always includes several CE 
credits, live demonstrations 
and important beef cattle in-
dustry updates that are ben-

eficial to our members and 
producers state-wide. Gary 
P. Nunn will be the live en-
tertainment for Wednesday 
night, and we are also excited 
to see what goodies there will 
be in the silent and live auc-
tions on Thursday evening. 
If you haven’t registered yet, 
don’t wait. We look forward 
to seeing y’all there!

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
Top of the news for the 

Mid-Tex ICA is that we got 
RAIN—slow and soak-
ing rain and lots of it. This 
has been the wettest April 
in a while, and more rain is 
predicted for May. Grass is 
growing again. On Apr. 14th, 

our Mid-Tex chapter held its 
meeting at 2 Bar C Ranch’s 
beautiful sale barn and meet-
ing room in Luling. Many 
thanks to them and to Capital 
Farm Credit for sponsoring 
our meeting, meals and bring-

ing speakers and door prizes. 
Stewart Pickett with Velocity 
Powersports brought a side-
by-side for members to test 
drive before the meeting. Our 
own state director and mem-
ber, Dr. Bill Selman updated 
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Deadline extended and more pre-filled
forms for 2020 and 2021 disasters on the way

Source: USDA
Washington -- The U.S.

Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today announced
that it will indefinitely
extend the deadline for
producers to return the
pre-filled applications for
Phase One of the Emer-
gency Relief Program
(ERP). A new deadline
will be announced after the
last Phase One applications
are mailed and provide at
least 30 days following the
mailing.

Continuing to build on
the initial mailing of pre-
filled applications in May,
the Department will con-
tinue using existing infor-
mation in USDA and crop
insurance files to send
additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week
for potentially eligible
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NA
P) participants. Once appli-
cations from eligible NAP
producers are returned,
these producers are expect-
ed to receive about $105
million in ERP payments
for eligible losses from
2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is now mail-
ing pre-filled applications
to NAP producers through
ERP to offset crop yield
and value losses. To receive
a relief payment, producers
should complete and
return the applications by
announced deadlines.

Producers are expected
to receive assistance direct
deposited into their bank
account within three busi-
ness days after they sign
and return the prefilled
application to the FSA
county office and the coun-
ty offices enters the appli-
cation into the system.

While most crop insur-
ance customers that may be
eligible for ERP Phase One
received the pre-filled ap-
plications in May, there are
some who should expect to
receive a form in August
including:

•Producers who had an
eligible loss in 2020 that
had been recorded in the
crop insurance records as a
2019 loss (e.g., prevented
planting claims); and

•Producers with poli-
cies that required addition-
al information before being
able to calculate an indem-
nity for 2021 losses (pro-
ducers with 2020 losses
would have already re-
ceived that application).

Policies that required addi-
tional information include
Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO),
Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI).

Producers without risk
management coverage

through crop insurance or
NAP and those with shal-
low losses may be covered
by the forthcoming Phase
Two of ERP.

“Catastrophic natural
disaster events in 2020 and
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastruc-
ture from coast to coast,
making it critically impor-
tant to provide assistance

quickly and reduce the
paperwork burden on
these farmers and ranchers
recovering from disaster,”
said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “I was
in North Dakota a few
weeks ago and received
feedback on how well the
streamlined livestock and
crop disaster programs are
working for our producers

and front-line employees.
Like any new process,
there are some kinks to
work out, but we are
addressing them and will
use the streamlined process
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a
minimum.”

USDA estimates that
Phase One ERP benefits
will reach more than 5,200
producers with NAP cover-
age for eligible 2020 and
2021 crop losses. This
emergency relief comple-

(Continued on page 12)

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas

Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats

11:30 a.m. - Cattle

For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain

Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870
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SOLDSOLD:  1,084 Cattle     HORSES:  0:  1,084 Cattle     HORSES:  0
SHEEP & GOATS:  21SHEEP & GOATS:  21

MARKET TREND:  Steady/GoodMARKET TREND:  Steady/Good

the membership on New 
World screwworm (NWS) 
latest location and treatment 
information. The Screwworm 
Coalition of Texas, organized 
in May 2025, is comprised 
of livestock, wildlife, equine 

and landowner groups, in-
cluding ICA. Its goal is to 
provide Texas landowners 
and the agricultural and wild-
life industries with tools and 
resources that equip Texans 
with educational information 
needed amid the threat of the 
NWS. The Mid-Tex chapter 

participated in the Central 
Texas ICA All Breeds Sale on 
Wednesday, Apr. 29th, at the 
Gonzales Livestock Market. 
Thank you to all the breeders 
who consigned cattle to this 
great sale event for members. 
Our next meeting will be 
Tuesday, May 12th, at Blue 
Pearl in historic downtown 
Lockhart. We are proud to 
announce that Capital Farm 
Credit will sponsor this meet-
ing, too. As always, a beef 
dinner will be served. We 
are looking into having ei-
ther beef fajitas or barbecue. 
Either way, come hungry! 
The ICA Hay Testing pro-
gram (which is FREE for ICA 
members) is ongoing. You 
can pick up testing equipment 
by contacting the ICA head-
quarters in Lockhart, collect 
your sample, bring it back to 
the ICA office with the equip-
ment loaned to you and they 
will send it off for forage 
testing. ICA’s 52nd Annual 
Convention and Trade Show, 
happening June 24-26, in San 
Marcos, is open for registra-
tion. If you have never been 
to one of these conventions, 
this is your year. It’s an easy 
commute and there is no ex-
cuse not to be involved in 
shaping the future of the beef 
cattle industry. This event 
features top industry speak-
ers, educational programs 

(some with CE credits) and a 
world-class trade show. Join 
us to help celebrate 52 years 
of ICA with awards, live 
music and great food! It’s a 
good time to visit with fellow 
cattle producers from around 
the state. From the Mid-Tex 
ICA Chapter and Lockhart, 
Texas, the home of state 
ICA’s headquarters, please 
continue to pray for rain. God 
Bless America! 

West of the Pecos ICA 
Chapter

Howdy from the West of 
the Pecos ICA! West Texas 
has a lot of soil moisture from 
the winter snow and rain, but 
it’s starting to deplete. Grass 
is greening up but will be 
short lived if we don’t receive 
more rain soon. Many ranch-
ers out here are dependent 
on Mexican feeder cattle to 
stock their country. With the 
border closed, they’ll have to 
shift their production strat-
egies to stay profitable. The 
upside in the market is help-
ing to keep us motivated and 
growing. Don’t forget to reg-
ister for ICA’s 52nd Annual 
Convention and Trade Show 
this June 24th-26th! It’ll be 
a fun time for all, with live 
music, auctions, great food 
and drinks, and tons of edu-
cational opportunities that 
are beneficial for Texas cat-
tle producers and their oper-

ations. We hope to see you 
there.

Gonzales ICA Chapter
Greetings from Gonzales 

ICA Chapter. April has 
shaped to be a pretty good 
month for Gonzales and our 
surrounding area. We have re-
ceived anywhere from 4 to 15 
inches of rain. We continue 
to thank God for the rain and 
hope that everyone is getting 
some. We know our farm-
ers and ranchers are glad to 
have some relief and by the 
looks of the cattle, they’re 
glad to have green grass. The 
CTICA All Breeds Sale was 
held on Wednesday, Apr. 
29th. The sale had a new loca-
tion this year at the Gonzales 
Livestock Market. We will 
share highlights from the 
sale with readership later this 
month. Our Gonzales ICA 
chapter will be having a meet-
ing on May 28th at the VFW 
Hall in Gonzales. We plan to 
award our scholarships and 
get ready for the upcoming 
ICA State Annual Meeting 
in June. We hope everyone 
can attend. Until then, here’s 
to green grass, blue skies, 
and happy cattle. God bless 
America.
Brazos Valley ICA Region

Howdy from Brazos 
Valley! I am so grateful for 
the rain we’re receiving this 
week. We had so much mud 

yesterday that I decided 
against feeding cubes for fear 
of getting the truck stuck. 
That is what I call a good 
problem. Things have really 
greened up in a short amount 
of time. Thank you Lord! 
I have been thinking about 
how I will doctor our cattle if 
the screwworms arrive. Most 
days, I am by myself on our 
59 acres. Penning, sorting 
and doctoring sick cattle by 
myself seems like a tall order. 
I am glad that our two college 
students and a friend of theirs 
are planning to work at our 
place this summer. I know 
they will be handy as pockets 
for whatever arises. I have 
made our reservations for 
the ICA Convention in San 
Marcos. I am looking forward 
to seeing all of you there. If 
you have never attended, I 
encourage you to do so. Our 
family always has a fun and 
educational time. Gary P. 
Nunn will be performing, 
and I am looking forward to 
dancing with my wife and 
singing along to his songs: 
“I want to go home with the 
armadillo......”.  On the other 
hand, my wife and kids tell 
me I should let Gary do the 
singing, so maybe I should 
follow their advice. Do 
yourself a favor and come to 
the convention, earn credits 

(Continued on page 16)

Chapter...
(Continued from page 11)
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The impact of rising fer-
tilizer prices could vary de-
pending on when producers 
secured inputs, Welch said.

In South and Central 
Texas, many producers had 
already locked in fertilizer 
purchases before the latest 
price increases. However, 
producers in later-planting 
regions, such as Texas’ High 
Plains, may still be exposed 
to higher costs, Welch said.

“If inputs were purchased 
early, some producers may 
have avoided the worst of the 
increases,” Welch said. “But 
those still buying are facing 
much higher prices.”

Unlike crop prices, fer-
tilizer costs offer limited risk 
management options.

“Producers are price tak-
ers when it comes to inputs,” 
Ribera said. “There’s very 
little they can do to hedge 
against these increases.”
Outlook remains uncertain

Economists do not expect 
fertilizer prices to decline 
quickly, even if geopolitical 
tensions ease.

“Prices aren’t likely to 
fall overnight,” Welch said. 
“There are longer-term im-
pacts that will keep costs el-
evated.”

That uncertainty is raising 
concerns for the 2027 crop 
year, when producers may 
face even higher input costs 

from the outset. With rising 
input costs and uncertain 
crop prices, many producers 
are expected to face tighter 
margins, and potentially in-
creased borrowing and de-
layed investments. 

“Most producers are not 
at a break-even point under 
these costs-versus-crop price 

conditions,” Ribera said. 
“That means more debt or 
using savings to get through 
the season.”

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled the 
following summaries:

Panhandle
Dry, windy conditions 

A map of the 
12 Texas A&M 

AgriLife Extension 
districts:

Fertilizer price surge squeezes Texas producers
By Karn Dhingra, Teas AgriLife Today

AgriLife TODAYTODAY

Texas crop, weatherTexas crop, weather

Texas producers of crops, 
including hay are facing a 
sharp rise in fertilizer costs 
this spring, adding pressure 
to already tight margins as 
global instability continues 
to ripple through agricultural 
commodity markets.

Fertilizer prices, which 
remained relatively steady 
early in the year, began 
climbing in March amid esca-
lating conflict in the Middle 
East and rising energy prices, 
said Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service econo-
mists.

“Fertilizer is a global 
commodity, so when dis-
ruptions occur anywhere, 
prices tend to rise every-
where,” said Mark Welch, 
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension 
grain economist and pro-
fessor in the Texas A&M 
College of Agriculture and 

Life Sciences Department of 
Agricultural Economics.

Nitrogen costs drive in-
creases

Nitrogen fertilizers, 
which are critical for com-
modity crops like cotton, 
corn, sorghum, wheat and 
rice, have seen some of the 
largest gains.

Anhydrous ammonia 
prices rose from about $840 
per ton in late January to 
roughly $1,100 per ton in 
early April, significantly in-
creasing per-acre costs for 
producers, Welch said.

Other products have fol-
lowed similar trends. Urea 
prices have increased about 
48% since the beginning of 
the year, while prices for urea 
ammonium nitrate solutions 
are up more than 30%.

“These are significant 
increases, especially when 

commodity prices are flat 
or declining,” said Luis 
Ribera, Ph.D., AgriLife 
Extension economist and 
professor in the Department 
of Agricultural Economics. 
“That creates a real squeeze 
on profitability.”

Energy, global markets 
drive volatility

Fertilizer production is 
closely tied to natural gas, 
making prices highly sensi-
tive to energy markets.

Rising oil and gas prices, 
combined with supply dis-
ruptions and transportation 
uncertainty, have pushed fer-
tilizer costs higher despite 
strong domestic production.

“We’re more self-suffi-
cient than we used to be, but 
we’re still tied to global mar-
kets,” Ribera said.
Timing matters for produc-

ers
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Texas crop, weather
Shrinking cattle herd could
equal high calf, beef prices

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
The shrinking Texas

cattle herd is likely to trans-
late into higher calf and
beef prices years beyond a
break in the 2022 drought,
according to a Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, said Texas cattle pro-
ducers have culled earlier
and deeper than normal
this year due to drought.
He suspects the number of
culls, and the small number
of replacement heifers
could mean post-drought
herd recovery could be
longer than the years fol-
lowing record drought in
2011. It could also drive calf
prices toward records set in
2014.

“It’s clearly bad out
there based on the number
of culls we’ve seen,” he
said. “Drought is forcing
the issue. Whether it is zero
grazing, low forage stocks,
high feed and hay prices, or
running low on water,
Texas ranchers are facing
tough decisions right now.”

Historically, Texas ac-
counts for a big chunk of
the U.S. beef cattle herd.
Mother Nature’s impact on
Texas ranchers is likely to
ripple into sale barns and
grocery stores around the
country years beyond the
drought. The U.S. herd has
been shrinking in recent
years, and the Texas
drought is further reducing
cattle numbers.

The U.S. beef cow herd
was just over 30 million
head in January, down 2%
compared to last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.
The total estimated inven-
tory of Texas cows that had
calved and heifers was 5.1
million head, down 3%
compared to 2020.

Anderson said this
weather-related contrac-
tion is impacting producers
negatively. There are no
estimates available that
quantify the economic
hardship Texas’ ranchers

have endured so far in
2022, but livestock losses

during the 2011 drought
were estimated to be $3.23

billion.
Losses included the

increased cost of feeding
livestock due to the lack of
pastures and ranges and
market losses. Market loss-
es included the impact of
fewer pounds sold per calf
and any impact on market
prices due to above-normal
cattle sale volumes over a
short time.

The 2011 drought was a
bad time for ranchers, but
the years following includ-
ed historic cow/calf prices
as the Texas and U.S. herd
numbers recovered.

Anderson said nominal
prices are higher now than
in 2011 as the drought was

taking hold and forcing
widespread herd consoli-
dation and liquidations.
The weekly weighted aver-
age price for 500-600-
pound steers at auctions
across Texas in 2011 was
$139.73 per hundredweight

compared to $181.12 per
hundredweight so far this
year.

Record prices occurred
as the beef cattle herd
recovered, and the same
weight class steers rose to a

(Continued on page 14)

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings
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towards your pesticide 
applicator’s license, visit 
with old friends and make 
new ones, eat well, dance, 
listen to great music and 
laugh a lot. You won’t regret 
it. I hope to see you there! - 
James Alford

Southeast Texas ICA 
Chapter

Howdy! We have got-
ten a much needed 4” rain 
here in the utmost southeast 
corner of the state. Planes 
and spreaders are seen daily 
putting out fertilizer and ev-
erything is greening up. Our 
chapter held a director’s 
meeting last week to go over 
the annual budget and dis-
cuss what a major success our 
bull and heifer sale was this 
spring. We also determined 
the recipients of our 2026 
scholarships and spent some 
time discussing upcoming 
producer meetings for the re-
mainder of the year. We held 
our 2026 social gathering at 
the Thorton Ranch on Apr. 
12th, graciously hosted by 
Lounette Thorton. She and 
her late husband, Andy, have 
been extremely involved in 
our chapter since it began and 
we can’t thank her enough 
for her hospitality. This so-
cial event was for fellowship 
among members to show ap-
preciation to all the workers 
and directors who help with 
the sale and fall drawdown, 
as well as to award and pres-
ent scholarships to the grad-
uating seniors chosen by 
our committee. Thank you 
also to Susan Horn, Debbie 
Riley, Kimberly Braquet and 
Beverly Williford for their 
involvement in the SETICA 
Scholarship Committee. 
Chuck Kiker and Peanut 
Gilfillian spoke in depth 
on the current cattle mar-
ket and the sale. We are now 
planning for our Drawdown 
Fundraiser this fall, chaired 
by James Riley, as well as 
our week in San Marcos 
for the Annual State ICA 

Chapter...
(Continued from page 14)

(Continued on page 17)

campus is a visible, tangible 
commitment to something 
important: partnership, said 
Walter V. Wendler, Ph.D., 
WT president.

“In the Panhandle, we 
understand partnership,” 
Wendler said. “We under-
stand that no single rancher or 
farmer, no single researcher, 
no single institution can feed, 
clothe and fuel the state, na-
tion and world. We work 

together because the land 
demands it and because our 
future depends on it.”

This region is home to key 
commodities like fed beef, 
corn, sorghum, cotton, dairy 
and wheat, among many oth-
ers. High Plains producers 
generate more agricultural 
production than that of most 
states.

“The opening of this 
world-class facility marks 
a new era and technological 
leap in our scientific jour-
ney alongside the producers 
of the High Plains,” said G. 
Cliff Lamb, Ph.D., director of 
AgriLife Research.

“The science we gener-

ate here will build new and 
strengthened trust among our 
partners, in our ability to pro-
duce translational solutions 
across the region’s most im-
portant commodity systems,” 
Lamb said. “This center will 
be an integral part of a rapidly 
emerging paradigm around 
intelligent agricultural sys-
tems, which are critical to 
supporting healthy lives and 
livelihoods into the future.”
A space for community, out-

reach and service
The new center is an in-

vestment in both place and 
purpose, providing a home 
that inspires learning, lead-
ership and service for youth, 

families and communities, 
said Rick Avery, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension director.

“This new center 
strengthens how AgriLife 
Extension serves the 
Panhandle by connecting 
counties, aligning priorities 
and expanding the reach of 
our programs,” said Avery. 
“It allows us to deliver mean-
ingful, local impact at scale 
across the communities we 
serve.”

This center serves com-
munities across the High 
Plains and every family and 
agricultural operation across 
the Golden Spread, said Brent 
Auvermann, Ph.D., Texas 

A&M AgriLife High Plains 
Research and Extension 
Center director.

“We stand on the shoul-
ders of the men and women 
whose very livelihoods 
have depended on the land 
since the pioneer days,” 
Auvermann said. “Today, we 
herald a new era in our long 
tradition of science, out-
reach, education and service 
to every resident of the Texas 
High Plains. This center will 
serve as an embassy for Texas 
A&M AgriLife — a place 
where we will be about the 
‘people business’ of building 
trust, sustaining relationships 
and solving problems.”

Texas A&M...
(Continued from page 1)
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Convention in June. So, until 
next time, stay productive, 
good luck in all endeavors 
and thank you so much for all 
you do for our industry. God 
bless you all and God Bless 
the United States of America 
(especially Texas). 

Victoria Crossroads ICA 
Chapter

The Victoria Crossroads 
ICA met Apr. 23, 2026, at 
Amy’s Bluebird Café in 
Cuero, Texas, for an evening 
focused on youth support, ed-
ucation and upcoming events. 
A highlight of the meeting 
was the announcement of our 
three $1,000 scholarship re-
cipients: Adyson Miller, Noah 
Rung, and Alexis Kincaid. 
Each student comes from a 
family deeply rooted in the 
association, with parents and 
grandparents who are active 
members. Their selection re-
flects both academic achieve-
ment and a strong connection 
to the agricultural community, 
reinforcing VCICA’s commit-
ment to investing in the next 
generation. Guest speaker 
Benny Martinez with Corteva 
provided a timely and infor-
mative presentation on pas-
ture and land management. 
His discussion focused on 
controlling woody brush, 
rose hedge, and other invasive 
species, along with proper 
herbicide application meth-
ods. The information offered 
practical value to produc-
ers working to improve pas-
ture conditions and overall 
land productivity. Members 
also discussed preparations 
for the upcoming VCICA 
Fundraiser, scheduled for 
May 9th at Club Westerner in 
Victoria. Organizers reported 
that plans are coming together 
well, with strong support and 
a solid lineup of auction items 
expected to draw a great turn-
out. We hope to see y’all there.

~SLS

Chapter...
(Continued from page 16)

persisted across the district, 
with red flag wildfire warn-
ings common. Soil mois-
ture ranged from very short 
to short. A few late-week 
showers provided relief and 
improved topsoil moisture 
for small grains where they 
fell. Earlier-planted wheat 
continued heading, with re-
productive stages becoming 
more evident. Dual-purpose 
wheat fields were largely 
grazed, and some fields were 
chopped for silage ahead of 
corn planting. Wheat diseases 
were widespread. In general, 
winter wheat conditions were 
very poor to poor. Pasture and 
range conditions were very 
poor to poor.

South Plains

Dry conditions and 
drought stress dominated the 
district. Rainfall was mini-
mal, with only isolated areas 
receiving measurable mois-
ture. High winds and warm 
temperatures further depleted 
soil moisture, delayed field-
work and caused blowing 
dust. Producers continued 
field preparations for summer 
crops, including irrigation, 
tillage and herbicide applica-
tions. Winter wheat remained 
under irrigation, while triti-
cale was flowering or being 
harvested for silage. Corn and 
sorghum planting was under-
way, and cotton planting was 
expected soon. Soil moisture 

levels were very poor, and 
pasture conditions remained 
poor, increasing reliance on 
supplemental feed. Some 
producers reduced fertil-
izer inputs due to high costs. 
Livestock were in generally 
good condition.

Rolling Plains
Recent storms delivered 

scattered rainfall, improving 
pasture and range conditions 
in some areas, though dry 
conditions persisted overall. 
Soil moisture declined again 
in many locations despite ear-
lier gains. Pastures greened 
up, reducing the need for sup-
plemental feeding, and stock 
tanks improved. Stocker 

cattle continued moving off 
wheat, while herd manage-
ment progressed. Fieldwork 
resumed following windy 
conditions, including herbi-
cide applications and hayfield 
preparations. Wheat condi-
tions varied widely depend-
ing on rainfall, with some 
fields benefiting and others 
receiving moisture too late.

North
Rainfall varied widely, 

with western areas receiv-
ing up to 2.5 inches and east-
ern areas receiving lighter 
amounts. Despite rainfall, 
much of the district remained 
in severe drought. Soil mois-
ture ranged from adequate 

to short. Winter wheat con-
ditions were generally good, 
though Hessian fly damage 
was reported. Corn, sorghum 
and soybean crops bene-
fited from recent moisture, 
though fertilizer use declined 
in some areas due to high 

prices. Pastures continued to 
improve with warming tem-
peratures, and livestock were 
in good condition. Minor 
disease pressure was noted 
in small grains, and insect 

(Continued on page 18)

Texas crop...
(Continued from page 15)



SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARDFRIDAY, MAY 1, 2026PAGE 18

MAY 1	 Coggin Farms Replacement Female Sale, Lake 	
	 Park, GA
MAY 2	 Jordan Cattle Auction Replacement Female Sale, 	
	 San Saba, TX
MAY 2	 Genetic Investment Sale, Salado, TX
MAY 2	 Charolais Quest for Excellence Sale, College
	 Station, TX
MAY 2	 Live Oak Livestock Auction Special Replacement 	
	 Female & Bull Sale, Three Rivers, TX
MAY 2	 Santa Gertrudis Bluebonnet Classic,
	 Hallettsville, TX
MAY 2	 Fenco Farms Spring Female Sale, Floral City, FL
MAY 7	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
MAY 7	 Jordan Cattle Auction Featuring Rafter S Cattle Co 	
	 Angus Bulls, San Saba, TX

MAY 9	 Live Oak BBA Spring Showdown Sale, Three 	
	 Rivers, TX
MAY 9	 Thomas Charolais Female Sale, Raymondville, TX
MAY 9	 7P Dispersal Sale, Winona, TX
MAY 23	GenePlus @ Bar V Genetix Female Sale,
	 Oneonta, AL
JUN 6	 Jordan Cattle Auction Replacement Female 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
JUN 6	 H-Bar Ranch Production Sale, Livingston, TX
JUN 6	 ACE Quail Valley Farms “Brangus on the 	
	 Beach” Sale, Orange Beach, AL
JUN 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
JUN 18	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
JUN 27	 Southern Tradition XXVI Sale, Savannah, TN
JUL 6	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
JUL 9	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker-Feeder & 	
	 Premium Weaned Sale, San Saba, TX
JUL 25	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Replacement Female 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
AUG 1	 J&T Farms Production Sale, Lexington, TN
SEP 3	 Special Stocker-Feeder & Premium Weaned Sale, 	
	 San Saba, TX
SEP 12	 Collier Farms Fall Advantage Sale, College
	 Station, TX
SEP 14	 Special Stocker & Feeder Sale, Mason, TX
SEP 26	 Fall Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX

2 0 2 6

SEP 26	 Karnes City Auction Special Replacement Sale, 	
	 Karnes City, TX
SEP 26	 Live Oak BBA Fall Perfect Pair Sale, Three
	 Rivers, TX
SEP 26-27  Synergy XIX SimGenetics Event, Giddings, TX
OCT 1	 Special Stocker & Feeder Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 3	 Lyssy’s Heart of the Herd Production Sale,
	 Luling, TX
OCT 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering
	 Featuring Dybdal Charolais & RR Ranch Angus 	
	 Bulls, San Saba, TX
OCT 8	 GKB Cattle Fall Bull Sale, Desdemona, TX
OCT 9	 Genetic Investment Bull & Female Sale,
	 Crockett, TX
OCT 10	Carr & Others Fall Sale, Floresville, TX
OCT 14	 Jordan Cattle Auction 13th Annual Hill Country 	
	 Youth Heifer Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 16-17 Beef On Forage Bull & Female Sale,
	 Brenham, TX
OCT 24	 Jordan Cattle Auction Fall “Best of the Best”
	 Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX
OCT 26	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
OCT 31	South Texas Hereford Association Fall Bull Sale 	
	 and Pride of Texas Female Sale, Beeville, TX
NOV 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker-Feeder & 	
	 Premium Weaned Sale, San Saba, TX
NOV 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction Cannon Charolais &
	 Schaefer Farms Angus Bulls, San Saba, TX
NOV 11	Jordan Cattle Auction Barber Ranch Herefords & 	
	 Express Angus Bull Sale, San Saba, TX
NOV 19	Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering Ft 	
	 Shady Oak Farm Charolais & SimAngus Bulls, 	
	 San Saba, TX
DEC 5	 Jordan Cattle Auction December Replacement 	
	 Female Sale, San Saba, TX

2 0 2 6

L I V E S T O C K  S A L E S  C A L E N D A R
EDITOR’S NOTE:   Bold- faced l is t ings have adver t isements  in  th is  issue.

Special Bull Offering  
Thursday, May 7 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

In conjunction with the regular sale.  Bulls will sell at 10:00 AM. 
Featuring Rafter S Cattle Co Angus Bulls 

Books are Closed! 
June Replacement Female Sale  

Saturday, June 6 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 
Consignments Welcome! 

 
 

For details on the above sale or online viewing/bidding call or visit our website. 
 

Ken Jordan | Jeffrey Osbourn | Jody Osbourn | Bart Larremore | Tim Niedecken 
San Saba  325-372-5159 | Mason  325-347-6361 |  jordancattle.com 

Weekly Sales at 11:00 AM 

Upcoming Upcoming 
EventsEvents

l 2026 l
May 14-May 25 Ranch Raised Beef Conference, Col-
lege Station, Texas
Jun. 24-Jun. 26 ICA 52nd Annual Convention & Trade 
Show, San Marcos, Texas
Aug. 3-Aug. 5 Texas A&M Beef Cattle Short Course, 
College Station, Texas
Aug. 31-Sept. 5 American Cattle World Expo, Fort 
Worth, Texas

populations increased with 
warmer weather.

East
Rainfall improved con-

ditions in many areas, though 
most counties remained in 
drought. Soil moisture was ad-
equate, but forage growth re-
mained slow overall. Pasture 
and range conditions were fair, 
with some counties report-
ing stronger forage growth. 
Livestock were in fair to good 
condition, with some supple-
mentation ongoing. Cattle 
markets remained strong, and 
feral hog activity increased.

Far West
Dry, windy conditions per-

sisted with limited rainfall. Soil 
moisture ranged from adequate 
to very short, with most areas 
reporting short to very short 
levels. Fieldwork continued, 
including planting and irriga-
tion, with cotton planting un-
derway in some areas and corn 
emerging. Preirrigation contin-
ued across the district, though 
limited water availability and 
drought were expected to re-
duce planted acreage. Some 
producers opted for planting 
insurance. Pecan orchards and 
alfalfa fields were actively 
managed, while small grains 
were in fair condition. Pasture 
conditions remained limited, 
and supplemental feeding con-
tinued. Livestock conditions 
were fair overall.

West Central
Recent rainfall improved 

soil moisture and pasture 
conditions, with some areas 
receiving significant runoff 
that replenished stock tanks. 
Conditions greened up across 
much of the district, though 
some areas remained dry. 
Wheat conditions improved 
with rainfall, though yields 
were expected to remain 
below average in many areas. 
Cotton planting was delayed 
as producers monitored fore-
casts. Hay and forage crops 
responded well to moisture. 
Pasture conditions improved, 
though parasite pressure in-
creased. Livestock was in good 
condition, and market activity 
remained strong.

Central
Recent rainfall improved 

soil moisture and accelerated 
pasture growth. Perennial 
grasses and weeds responded 
quickly, though high fertilizer 
costs limited applications. 

Wheat advanced rapidly to-
ward maturity, while corn re-
covered from earlier freeze 
damage. Cotton establishment 
remained uneven due to cool, 
wet conditions. Pecan trees 
showed strong development. 
Insect and disease pressure in 
wheat declined and was not 
expected to impact yields. 
Livestock remained in good 
condition, supported by im-
proving forage and strong mar-
kets.

Southeast
Rainfall varied widely 

across the district, improving 
soil moisture and pasture con-
ditions in some areas while 
others remained dry. Soil mois-
ture levels ranged from short to 
surplus. Rice and corn planting 
progressed, with emergence 
underway in several counties. 
Sorghum planting was largely 
complete, and cotton planting 
continued. Pasture and range 
conditions ranged from fair 
to excellent depending on lo-
cation. Livestock conditions 
were mostly good, and market 
demand remained strong.

Southwest
Spotty showers and a late-

week cold front improved 
moisture conditions, though 
additional rainfall was needed. 
Pastures greened up, and 
stock tanks improved. Early 
planted sorghum and Sudan 
grass emerged, while cotton 
planting neared completion. 
Corn and sorghum showed 
some drought stress during 
warmer periods. Wheat and 
oats approached maturity. 
Supplemental feeding contin-
ued, and livestock were in fair 
to good condition.

South
Hot, dry conditions were 

interrupted by recent rain-
fall, improving soil moisture 
and providing relief to crops 
and rangeland. Row crops 
emerged, though late planting 
created management chal-
lenges without follow-up 
moisture. Sorghum planting 
neared completion, and wheat 
and oats approached maturity. 
Citrus and specialty crops ben-
efited from rainfall, while hay 
production improved. Pastures 
greened up but needed addi-
tional moisture for sustained 
recovery following prolonged 
drought. Livestock conditions 
improved, though supplemen-
tation continued. Cattle sale 
volumes declined, and prices 
remained steady.

Texas crop...
(Continued from page 17)

Miller named AHA director of commercial programs
Justin Miller, Canyon, 

Texas, joined the American 
Hereford Association (AHA) 
as director of commercial 
programs March 16.

With more than 25 years 
of experience working in 
cattle procurement, feedy-
ard marketing, carcass data 
analysis and branded beef 
programs, Miller will bring 
a relationship-driven and 
data-focused approach to 
his position. Miller received 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Oklahoma State University 
and holds a master’s in ag-
ricultural business and eco-
nomics from West Texas 

A&M University. He was a 
cattle buyer for the JBS USA 
processing facility in Cactus, 
Texas, for more than 22 years.

“I’m excited to return to 
the production side of the 
cattle industry after spending 
more than 25 years working 
with packers and feedyards. 
During that time, I’ve built 
strong relationships with 
feedyards and feeder cattle 
buyers which I look forward 
to bringing to AHA members 
and their commercial cus-
tomers,” Miller says. “I’m 
eager to offer a perspective 
that connects the seedstock, 
commercial, feeding and 

packer sectors of our indus-
try. I’ve always enjoyed 
thinking outside the box, and 
I look forward to helping 
users of Hereford genetics 
capture more value through-
out the supply chain.”

As the director of com-
mercial programs, Miller will 
lead the strategic growth and 
development of Hereford-
influenced feeder calf and 
commercial female market-
ing opportunities and oversee 
the Hereford Feedout pro-
grams. He will collaborate 
with the Certified Hereford 
Beef® (CHB) team to co-
ordinate ranch tours, audit 

CHB packers and manage 
the CHB affidavit program. 
Additionally, he will organize 
and analyze performance 
data received from CHB 
packing partners.

“Justin brings a wealth 
of industry experience to his 
role with the AHA,” says Jack 
Ward, AHA executive vice 
president. “We are excited to 
have him join Team Hereford 
and we look forward to see-
ing how he further develops 
and leverages the demand for 
Hereford-influenced genet-
ics.”

Miller can be reached at 
jmiller@hereford.org.
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17-Hay/Feed/Seed

American
Red Brangus
Association

512-858-7258
www.americanredbrangus.org

ToPlaceAds, Call:210/524-9697

22-Pasture Wanted
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