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Are you a sucker, 
cruncher or chewer … maybe 
even a smoosher? Think 
about it: how do you taste 
your food?

Texture has been one 
of the trends in food prod-
uct messaging for several 
years, said Rhonda Miller, 
Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriLife 
Research Faculty Fellow 
and meat science professor 
in the Texas A&M College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences Department of 
Animal Science in Bryan-

College Station.
Miller is applying her 

mouthfeel research to prod-
ucts in the beef industry to de-
termine how to improve con-
sumption. She conducted a 
three-phase Mouth Behavior 
Study involving how all four 
types of eaters consume beef 
and steak.

People manipulate food 
in their mouths differently 
– some use their molars and 
chew; some people manip-
ulate the food with their 
tongue. Chewers and crunch-
ers like to use their teeth to 
break down food. Suckers 
and smooshers manipulate 
food between their tongue 
and the roof of their mouth.

But these texture terms 
are not universally under-
stood – a “good crunch” to a 
cruncher is much different to 
a chewer.

“Most people don’t even 
realize they are manipulating 
their food in their mouth,” 
Miller said.

But Miller does, as she 
operates the Sensory Science 
Evaluation Laboratory, con-
ducting research on a variety 
of meat and food products, 
evaluating them for flavor 
and palatability.

The science of mouthfeel
Little is known about 

what drives people’s prefer-
ences, but everyone is born 
with a preference for tex-
ture, Miller said. Texture is a 
strong driver of rejection of 
a food item. Researchers are 
interested in whether texture 
impacts purchasing habits re-
garding food products.

“In general, people have a 
very low texture awareness,” 
she said. “They talk about fla-
vor, but not texture, because 
we have a low awareness of 
how to verbalize that.”

Miller breaks down the 
mouthfeels a little more: 
chewers and crunchers have 
the same mouth motions, but 
chewers are less vigorous in 
their chew and eat food more 
slowly, while crunchers eat 
food forcefully. Crunchers 
are often accused by oth-
ers of being too loud. They 
crunch until the food is gone. 
Smooshers use their tongue 
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Mouthfeel of food determines whether people go back for seconds
Texas A&M Sensory Science Evaluation Laboratory analyzes how people taste food and how that determines purchases

By Kay Ledbetter, Texas AgriLife Today

ll See Pages 5-7  See Pages 5-7 ll

The texture of a hamburger patty can determine whether consumers enjoy it or not, depending on what type of 
eater they are – cruncher, chewer, sucker or smoosher. (Texas A&M AgriLife photo by Laura McKenzie)

and the roof of their mouth; 
suckers appropriately suck 
the flavor out before chewing.

She said the U.S. popu-
lation consists of about 8% 
suckers, 43% chewers, 33% 
crunchers and 16% smoosh-
ers. The study also showed 
that suckers reject products at 
a 45% level, while smoosh-
ers reject at 29%, crunchers at 
16%, and chewers at 10%.

Her study revealed that 
many times, products are 
made without considering 
consumers’ sensory behav-
iors.

“But we know there are 
some that are: for instance, 
granola bars – do you want 
them crunchy or chewy? You 
can look at the package mer-
chandising and see they know 
there is a difference in what 
their consumer wants,” she 
said.

“So as meat scientists, our 
concern is, especially when 
beef prices are high, retailers 
want to know how they can 
get consumers to buy beef 

one more time a month,” 
Miller said.
Applying the science to beef

Miller found interesting 
differences in the way chew-
ers, crunchers, smooshers 
and suckers experience ham-
burgers and steaks based on 
the way the meat was pro-
cessed prior to cooking.  

Ground beef burger pat-
ties were rated on descrip-
tive textures such as surface 
roughness, firmness, connec-
tive tissue amount, cohesive 
mass, particle size and chew-
iness. Consumers identified 
factors that influenced their 
evaluation.

• Chewers must have 
flavorful burgers, no soggy 
buns, no rubbery feel or gris-
tle, and the patty can’t be dry 
or too greasy.

• Crunchers want a burger 
that is not too dry or raw, not 
chewy, crumbly or chunky, 
no soggy bun and the meat 
can’t stick to their teeth.

• Smooshers want a juicy, 
well-seasoned patty, no gris-

tle, not congealed or sludgy 
and no residue feel in their 
mouth.

• Suckers defined their 
ideal burger as juicy, not too 
chewy, but not crumbly, and 
the seasoning should come 
before cooking.

The goal of this study was 
to determine how fat content 
affected consumers’ percep-
tions. Chewers and smoosh-
ers found higher-fat patties 
less tough and chewy, with 
crunchers saying 93% lean 
beef was too dry. Higher fat 
was associated with higher 
tenderness. For the suckers, it 
wasn’t about fat content, but 
rather whether the meat was 
chopped or ground.

The verdict on chopped 
beef patties – chewers said 
lean chopped patties were 
tougher, crunchers said they 
were less juicy, smooshers 
said they were greasy, and 
suckers said they were dry. 
The final outcome was that 
ground beef patties from the 
chuck are less polarizing 

across the mouth behavior 
groups compared to ground 
beef patties made from other 
lean sources.

“We learned a lot, and I 
walked away with an ‘aha’ 
moment,” Miller said. “The 
ideal patty is easy to bite and 
stays together well. Also, we 
learned that chewers do not 
like McDonalds.”

When it came to steaks, 
the higher-marbled steaks 
were liked by consumers 
across each mouth behavior 
group, but for different rea-
sons. The aging process pro-
duces big gaps among mouth 
behaviors.

“We’ve been a little stale 
in how we as meat scientists 
think,” Miller said. “This 
study has helped me think 
outside of the box – but I 
don’t have any definitive an-
swers yet.”

More information on 
Miller’s lab can be found on 
this Texas A&M Today seg-
ment: Testing Taste Buds at 
Texas A&M’s Sensory Lab.
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import
Statistics For 7-28-22

SPECIES: 7-23-2022: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 1,612 1,390 50,293
b. Breeding Males 27 11 1,712
c. Breeding Females 17 1 802
Total 1,656 1,402 52,807
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 149 104 1,115
c. Breeding Females 0 249 4,598
Total 149 353 5,713

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 100 118 3,551
Total 100 118 3,553

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 418 305 7,772
b. Breeding Males 20 13 597
c. Breeding Females 34 43 1,000
d. Geldings 25 31 463
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 11
Total 497 392 9,843

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 102

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 8-2-2022: 1-1-22 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 8,696 276,419

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,558 103,375

A Tex by any other name
There was a time when

anybody from Texas who
made a name in the wider
world was invariably given
a new nickname: Tex. We
point to cowboy singer and
actor Tex Ritter, boxing
promoter Tex Rickard and
jazz saxophonist Tex
Beneke as prime examples.

Tex Avery was another
and I dare say there are
more people familiar with
his work than the other
three combined. Ever
watch a Bugs Bunny, Daffy
Duck, or Porky Pig car-
toon? Then you’re familiar
with Tex Avery’s contribu-
tion to American culture.

Born in Taylor in 1908,
Frederick Bean Avery was
a direct descendant of
Daniel Boone and Judge
Roy Bean. The family was
proud of its connection to
Boone but took pains to
hide their relation to Bean.

Avery’s grandmother
urged him to never tell any-
one of the judge in the fam-
ily closet because “he’s a
no-good skunk.”

Avery graduated from
North Dallas High School
in 1926 when the popular
catchphrase for teens was,
“What’s up, doc?” He stud-
ied art and drawing in
Chicago for a summer but
returned to Dallas that fall
to work odd jobs. A couple
of years later he took a road
trip to California with some
friends. The friends went
back to Dallas but Avery
stayed in California, un-
loading produce trucks by
day, sleeping on the beach
at night, and trying to sell

his cartoons to local papers.
A job at the Walter

Lantz studio as an assistant
animator for “Oswald the
Lucky Rabbit” cartoon
series led Avery to the real-
ization that he wasn’t the
best artist on the lot— far
from it— so he took it upon
himself to learn as much as
he could about every
aspect of production.

By the end of his stay at
the Lantz studio, Avery
had directed two full-
length animated features
and gained the nickname
he would become known

by: Tex. He also lost use of
his left eye during some
playful office hijinks fea-
turing paper clips and a
game of catch.

In 1935 Avery went to
work for Warner Brothers,
where he produced his
best-known work. Working
from an office dubbed
Termite Palace because of
the heavy presence of said
insects,

Avery oversaw a team
that included artist Chuck
Jones and voice-over leg-
end Mel Blanc. From

(Continued on page 12)

In case you haven’t
heard, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has extend-
ed the deadline to apply for
the Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP), indefinitely.
This extension allows for
producers to sign and
return the pre-filled appli-
cation for Phase 1 of the
ERP.

There still remains a
considerable amount of
confusion about what is
represented on the form.
First of all, if you have
received this form, you
have participated and have
received indemnities in
either the Pasture Range-
land Forage (PRF) crop
insurance policy or from
the Noninsured Crop Di-
saster Assistance Program
(NAP) that is administered
through the FSA—or both.

The indemnities listed
on this prefilled form are a
result of indemnities
received in 2020, 2021 and
the early months of 2022.
Specifically, the PRF in-
demnities are those hay-
able or improved grasses

acres listed on your policy
from these time periods.
What is important to note
is that the grazing only
acres of your policy will be
covered through the
Emergency Livestock Re-
lief Program (ELRP) that
will be administered at the
FSA office through the
Livestock Forage Program
(LRP). 

The interesting thing
here to note is that for
ELRP or LFP to kick in for
your county, your county
would have to be declared
in a disaster for those time
periods. For many counties
in Texas, this means that
you would not be eligible
for ELRP or LFP for 2020
or 2021 because your coun-
ty did not qualify. And for
some counties, even the
early part of 2022 had not
yet qualified.

So, for you producers
with PRF policies that have
improved pastures that
have been properly desig-
nated, you most likely will
be eligible for ERP pay-
ments that will really help

you. Remember how your
policy works. Remember
that you are insuring 2-
month intervals that stand
independently of each
other. For example, for my
grid in Henderson County,
my September-October
interval reported at 34.4%
of normal, which was
enough to cover my entire
yearly premium plus about
58%. I had only one other
interval that reported
below normal (73.5%).
The rest of the year was
fantastic. But even with the
dry September-October,
our county was not desig-
nated in the D2 or higher
stage for long enough to
declare the county.

We have told customers
for many years that you
your PRF policy can pay
you indemnities in even the
overall good years—not
just the bad years like 2011
or now 2022. 

Signup time for PRF in
2023 will start in mid-
September, after the new
rates are published. The
lesson I would try to con-
vey to everyone today is
that the PRF policy is here
to help you. Not just in bad
years like we have now, but
in relatively good years as
well. We have a new agent
coming on board this fall to
assist us in helping you. If
you are not covered, please
call soon so that we can get
the ball rolling. If you are
insured but think your
acres may not be classified
properly, give us a call. We
are here to serve your
needs.

SLS
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USDA Livestock Export/Import
Statistics For 11-16-23

SPECIES: 11-6-23: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE

a. Slaughter 433 333 22,918
b. Breeding Males 173 21 2,394
c. Breeding Females 9 0 1,211

Total 615 354 26,523
2) HOGS

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 1,129
c. Breeding Females 0 0 3,866

Total 0 0 4,995
3) SHEEP

a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 1,763

b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0

Total
4) DAIRY CATTLE

a. Breeding Males 0 0 16
b. Breeding Females 82 0 3,854

Total 82 0 3,870
5) HORSES

a. Slaughter 394 364 14,347
b. Breeding Males 55 50 1,664
c. Breeding Females 116 73 2,136
d. Geldings 33 16 709
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 14

Total 598 503 18,870
6) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 179

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 11-6-23: 1-1-23 - Present
FEEDER CATTLE 14,078 545,275

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 5,937 191,127

No count Saligny and the 
pigs

As a Republic, Texas was 
hard to get along with. The 
Mexican government learned 
this the hard way. The French 
government discovered 
the same thing when it sent 
Alphonse Dubois de Saligny 
to Austin in 1840 to help de-
termine if France should 
recognize the young upstart 
Republic. Saligny had no 
connection to French nobility 
but bestowed upon himself 
the title of “Count”, anyway. 

Saligny arrived in Austin 
in 1840 when the town had 
a population of 856 and 
Congress Avenue was just a 
muddy trail lined by wooden 
shanties and cabins. The 
most imposing building was 
not the new capitol but the 
French Legation, an elegant 
and sprawling structure in its 
final stages of construction. 

The self-described Count 
planned to make the French 
Legation his home and head-
quarters while he oversaw the 
establishment of a Franco-
Texan commercialization 
and colonization company. 
The Franco-Texian bill called 
for a hefty French loan to the 
Republic and three million 
acres of land for the French 
to settle 8,000 families and 
build 20 forts and garrisons 
manned by 10,000 soldiers.

 Opponents of the bill 
pointed out that this was more 
troops than Santa Anna ever 
had in Texas at one time. 
They were right. 

Saligny took temporary 
headquarters at the Bullock 
complex as workers applied 
the finishing touches to the 
French Legation. The com-
plex was a series of log struc-
tures owned by a hard-edged 
frontiersman from Tennessee 
named Richard Bullock, 
who hated pretension in all 
its forms, making it a given 
that he would never get 
along with anybody claim-
ing to be a count. Both men 
were happy to part company 
when the Frenchman moved 
to another dwelling on Pecan 
Street. 

When Bullock’s pigs dis-
covered the corn that Saligny 
grew to feed his horses they 
compromised the integrity 
of a wooden fence that sur-
rounded his garden and 
claimed the corn as their own. 
The pigs soon expanded their 
attention to the house where 
Saligny stayed and where 
they revealed themselves to 
be the most indiscriminate of 
gourmands by making meals 
out of expensive imported 

linen and important papers to 
Saligny from the French gov-
ernment. 

The Count was shocked! 
Appalled! Outraged! But 
he didn’t get much sympa-
thy in Austin, where people 
had taken to calling him “No 
Count Saligny.” Transactions 
such as paying the teamster 
who hauled his possessions 
into Austin with counter-
feit bills and refusing to pay 
Bullock for staying at his 
place did not endear him to 
the locals. Austinites re-
spected Bullock’s pigs more 

than they did Saligny.  
The so-called count took 

matters into his butler’s 
hands. He ordered Eugene 
Pluyette, his loyal butler, to 
shoot the pigs on sight, which 
Pluyette did on Feb. 11, 1841. 
Let the record show that the 
butler did it. 

When Bullock sought 
damages for the loss of his 
pigs, Saligny invoked diplo-
matic immunity and the “Law 
of Nations” in response.  
Bullock’s response was to 
find Pluyette and pound him 

(Continued on page 3)

On this day, Tuesday, 
Nov. 21, 2023, I hereby de-
clare my candidacy for the 
head football coach position 
at Texas A&M University. 
Furthermore, I will be seek-
ing fully guaranteed com-
pensation for a period no less 
than 10 years in the amount 
of $5 million dollars per year. 
Yes—we’re talking about 
50% off sale baby!

But wait—there’s more!
For the amount Texas 

A&M will save, I pledge to 
invest in another “consult-
ing” position on the staff 
that will serve as our general 
manager. The person in this 
role will head up our efforts 
in recruiting and the transfer 
portal. In addition, that per-
son will evaluate players and 

their individual NIL agree-
ments. The general manager 
will have two primaries under 
his management, a recruiting 
coordinator and a portal co-
ordinator, and other such sup-
port staff as needed.

I will of course, hire both 
an offensive and defensive 
coordinator. They will of 
course, answer directly to 
me. With the assistance of the 
offensive coordinator, I will 
hire a running backs coach, a 
quarterback coach, and an of-
fensive line coach. They will 
answer directly to the offen-
sive coordinator.

I will then hire a defensive 
coordinator, and with his as-
sistance, hire a defensive line 
coach, a linebacker coach 
and a defensive backs coach. 

They will answer directly to 
the defensive coordinator, 
who will then answer directly 
to me.

And finally, I will hire a 
special teams coordinator, be-
cause the special teams are a 
vital part of any football pro-
gram. He will answer directly 
to me.

The chain of command 
shall be strictly adhered to. It 
will not matter how long you 
have been with the program, 
where you are from or where 
you have been, ALL assistant 
coaches and support staff will 
answer directly to their re-
spective coordinator. No ex-
ceptions will be made.

As your head coach, I 
fully understand that I answer 
to the Athletic director and to 
the Board of Regents. I will 
serve at their behest—just as 
my staff, coordinators and 
assistance coaches serve at 
mine.

We will be a results-based 
organization. Talent may get 
you here, but only results 
guarantee your return. The 
entire staff and the players 
will adhere to the standards 
expected by this university. 
Staff rules will apply to all 
staff members. Player rules 
will apply to all players. No 
exceptions will be made.

It won’t be about my x’s 
and o’s. It will be about our 
x’s and o’s. And they will be 
exceptional.

Much is said about how 
Texas A&M is a 40-year deci-
sion. But there is also another 
saying that goes to those who 
are given much, much is ex-
pected. Our staff and student 
athletes must live up to a 
higher standard. 

And finally, I pledge to 
you that I will adapt to the 
ever-changing environment 
that is college football. Any 
successful business owner 
knows that one must adapt 
to survive. There was a time 
when you could make a living 
delivering milk door-to-door. 
But the milk man is a thing of 
our past. To not adapt is sim-
ply not an option.

If you find these terms to 
be acceptable, I can be eas-
ily reached. And I can start as 
early as next week!

Visit www.
SOUTHERN

LIVESTOCK.com
for all of your 

advertising needs and 
the latest news and 

sale reports!
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senseless. More shock and 
outrage from Saligny. The 
French filed a formal pro-
test and asked for a judiciary 
hearing. A judge, in absen-
tia, found sufficient evi-
dence to indict Bullock. John 
Chalmers, Secretary of the 
Texas Treasury, personally 
paid Bullock’s bail. He didn’t 
like Saligny either. 

Saligny, acting without 
consent of the French gov-
ernment, moved to New 
Orleans and stayed there for 
a year, issuing dire missives 
to Texas when he wasn’t busy 
parading through the French 
Quarter as a count. His own 
government, perhaps a little 
embarrassed by Saligny and 
his barnyard drama, offered 
only token support. 

Texas and France even-
tually worked a deal that al-
lowed Saligny to return to 
Texas with a minimum of em-
barrassment, but the French 
never loaned Texas millions 
of dollars and the landscape 
was never dotted with French 
forts, thanks to Bullock’s 
rampaging pigs. 

The pigs were the only 
casualties of what history 
knows as the Pig War, unless 
you count the butler’s inju-
ries at the hands of Bullock 
and a temporary disruption of 
diplomatic relations between 
France and Texas. Saligny 
eventually went away and 
misrepresented his country 
elsewhere; the French gov-
ernment called him home 
after he was accused of finan-
cial fraud in Mexico. 

Saligny lobbied for an-
other shot at foreign diplo-
macy but France’s foreign 
ministry had nothing else 
to do with him. Neither did 
Texas.

Texas Trails...
(Continued from page 2)

DC News...DC News... NALC’s Rollins: WOTUS legal roller coaster may slow, 
but it’s not stopping

By Drew Viguet, University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture,National Agricultural 
Law Center

The term waters of the 
U.S., or WOTUS, is crucial 
to understanding which water 
bodies are protected by the 
Clean Water Act, but defining 
the term has been an ongoing 
challenge. That trend doesn’t 
look to be slowing down any-
time soon, according to Brigit 
Rollins, staff attorney for the 
National Agricultural Law 
Center.        

The Clean Water Act 
was passed in 1972 with the 
goal of improving the coun-

try’s water quality. One of 
the ways the Clean Water 
Act works to accomplish this 
goal is by prohibiting the 
discharge of pollutants into 
waters of the U.S. without 
a permit. However, rather 

than including a definition of 
WOTUS in the Clean Water 
Act itself, Congress left it to 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to define 
the term.

Since the Clean Water Act 
was passed, there have been 
multiple EPA regulations and 
Supreme Court decisions that 
have attempted to create a 
lasting WOTUS definition.

“It’s just kind of been a 
bit of a mess,” Rollins said 
during her NALC webinar, 
“What’s Up with WOTUS: 
Post-Sackett and Beyond,” 
on Nov. 15. “What we’re see-
ing today, what we’ve seen 
this year, is nothing new. This 
has been a challenge for some 
time.”

WOTUS has been an ac-
tive issue in 2023. On March 
20, an updated WOTUS 

definition issued by EPA late 
last year went into effect. On 
May 25, the Supreme Court 
issued a ruling in Sackett v. 
EPA, a long-running case 
which began in 2007. The 
Court’s decision effectively 
invalidated several aspects of 
the previous 2023 Final Rule, 
narrowing the definition of 
WOTUS to include open, 
flowing bodies of water such 
as streams, rivers, lakes and 

the ocean, as well as wetlands 
sharing a continuous surface 
connection with such bodies 
of water. The Sackett deci-
sion also redefined the word 
“adjacent.” The Court found 
that adjacent, when used in 
“adjacent wetlands,” means 
“having a continuous surface 
connection.”

Rollins said this decision 
had a major impact. Almost 

(Continued on page 13)
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SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-17-23
VOLUME: 30
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 250-303 200-275
300-400 lbs. 251-320 224-270
400-500 lbs. 252-315 215-250
500-600 lbs. 214-260 192-227
600-700 lbs. 202-235 164-213
700-800 lbs. 185-200 163-178
Slaughter cows 57-98
Slaughter bulls 66-123
Stocker cows 600-1125
Pairs 775-1400

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commission
Bryan, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-14-23
VOLUME: 1014
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 275-345 240-290
300-400 lbs. 265-350 235-320
400-500 lbs. 255-320 230-287
500-600 lbs. 235-270 205-245
600-700 lbs. 210-235 195-220
700-800 lbs. 205-213 194-202
Slaughter cows 73-103
Slaughter bulls 101-122
Stocker cows 850-1400
Pairs 1400-1750

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-13-23
VOLUME: 1002
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 220-288 218-274
300-400 lbs. 212-284 204-268
400-500 lbs. 214-284 194-266
500-600 lbs. 190-262 180-240
600-700 lbs. 178-236 170-208
700-800 lbs. 172-226 168-206
Slaughter cows 56-104
Slaughter bulls 94-118
Stocker cows 700-1400
Pairs 950-1600

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-20-23
VOLUME: 892
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 274-335 207-310
300-400 lbs. 248-330 208-270
400-500 lbs. 225-320 200-243
500-600 lbs. 212-273 195-245
600-700 lbs. 197-240 182-210
700-800 lbs. 173-217 177-199
Slaughter cows 50-106
Slaughter bulls 96-116
Stocker cows 650-1100
Pairs 815-1600

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-14-23
VOLUME: 227
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 215-270 205-240
300-400 lbs. 220-260 200-230
400-500 lbs. 215-255 195-225
500-600 lbs. 190-230 190-210
600-700 lbs. 180-222 174-200
700-800 lbs. 175-200 140-155
Slaughter cows 45-105
Slaughter bulls 75-110
Stocker cows 900-1250
Pairs 1200-1350

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-16-23
VOLUME: 682
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 200-300 210-260
300-400 lbs. 270-320 210-285
400-500 lbs. 260-317 200-285
500-600 lbs. 220-295 190-235
600-700 lbs. 200-258 180-230
700-800 lbs. 180-220 170-195
Slaughter cows 60-103
Slaughter bulls 75-115
Stocker cows 900-1800
Pairs 1000-2000

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-16-23
VOLUME: 1334
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 260-340 220-295
400-500 lbs. 220-305 200-285
500-600 lbs. 200-267 180-245
600-700 lbs. 180-240 165-215
700-800 lbs. 170-222 150-195
Slaughter cows 50-105
Slaughter bulls 80-126
Stocker cows 450-1750
Pairs 1050-2100

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-16-23
VOLUME: 2575
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 229-320 232-290
300-400 lbs. 283-375 254-320
400-500 lbs. 268-305 241-295
500-600 lbs. 243-295 210-265
600-700 lbs. 219-250 198-221
700-800 lbs. 197-225 176-203
Slaughter cows 96-115
Slaughter bulls 89-122
Stocker cows 1400-1850
Pairs 1075-2200

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-13-23
VOLUME: 1055
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 237-350 235-285
300-400 lbs. 280-325 249-280
400-500 lbs. 246-315 228-275
500-600 lbs. 223-252.5 211-240
600-700 lbs. 211-230 198-217.5
700-800 lbs. 194-207.5 180-195
Slaughter cows 25-108
Slaughter bulls 95-124
Stocker cows 400-1525
Pairs 800-1975

SALE: Lampasas Cattle Auction
Lampasas, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-15-23
VOLUME: 454
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 281-320 260-300
300-400 lbs. 279-335 233-305
400-500 lbs. 259-309 226-284
500-600 lbs. 220-266 201-245
600-700 lbs. 184-228 125-218
700-800 lbs. 173-210 110-220
Slaughter cows 58-101
Slaughter bulls 70-112
Stocker cows 1000-1500
Pairs —

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-14-23
VOLUME: 3029
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 245-340 230-325
300-400 lbs. 238-336 224-282
400-500 lbs. 230-312 189-272
500-600 lbs. 214-275 182-261
600-700 lbs. 206-233 168-234
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 68-100
Slaughter bulls 89-120
Stocker cows 760-1850
Pairs 1100-2000

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-15-23
VOLUME: 695
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 250-340 245-295
300-400 lbs. 287-340 250-330
400-500 lbs. 264-310 237-295
500-600 lbs. 230-262 215-260
600-700 lbs. 214-252 200-220
700-800 lbs. 200-217 175-195
Slaughter cows 40-115
Slaughter bulls 100-113
Stocker cows 775-1625
Pairs —

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-11-23
VOLUME: 1491
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 230-344 210-315
300-400 lbs. 225-336 205-285
400-500 lbs. 215-308 200-255
500-600 lbs. 210-258 200-255
600-700 lbs. 205-229 185-218
700-800 lbs. 195-206 165-185
Slaughter cows 45-106
Slaughter bulls 95-139
Stocker cows 850-2075
Pairs 750-2150

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-18-23
VOLUME: 1833
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 185-345 185-304
300-400 lbs. 175-340 175-300
400-500 lbs. 175-310 175-255
500-600 lbs. 175-262 170-232
600-700 lbs. 175-242 170-205
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 85-115
Slaughter bulls 70-107
Stocker cows 850-1525
Pairs 1200-1625

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-17-23
VOLUME: 1547
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 250-340 215-335
300-400 lbs. 220-342 210-330
400-500 lbs. 210-337 200-300
500-600 lbs. 200-292 190-272
600-700 lbs. 195-261 185-227
700-800 lbs. 190-230 180-219
Slaughter cows 45-109
Slaughter bulls 90-122
Stocker cows 900-1600
Pairs 1100-1400

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-17-23
VOLUME: 1807
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 271-350 218-340
300-400 lbs. 263-342 238-338
400-500 lbs. 251-322 222-310
500-600 lbs. 228-270 202-236
600-700 lbs. 218-248 193-238
700-800 lbs. 203-220 174-209
Slaughter cows 30-100
Slaughter bulls 98-116
Stocker cows 93-129
Pairs 1400

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-18-23
VOLUME: 1169
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 285-310 285-295
300-400 lbs. 275-345 275-315
400-500 lbs. 250-320 220-300
500-600 lbs. 237-275 205-235
600-700 lbs. 220-247 175-215
700-800 lbs. 185-227 —
Slaughter cows 52-102
Slaughter bulls 100-122
Stocker cows 750-1500
Pairs 1100-2000

SALE: Cattleman’s Columbus Livestock Auction
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-15-23
VOLUME: 772
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 225-345 215-270
300-400 lbs. 220-345 210-310
400-500 lbs. 215-342 190-292
500-600 lbs. 200-259 185-251
600-700 lbs. 185-249 180-224
700-800 lbs. 174-232 170-210
Slaughter cows 42-108
Slaughter bulls 92-116
Stocker cows 1350-1650
Pairs 1000-1600

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-14-23
VOLUME: 666
TREND:  Active/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 210-340 190-295
300-400 lbs. 200-340 190-285
400-500 lbs. 200-300 180-265
500-600 lbs. 190-255 160-225
600-700 lbs. 180-235 160-210
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 45-104
Slaughter bulls 90-117.5
Stocker cows 800-1200
Pairs 1300-1850

SALE: El Campo Livestock Exchange LLC
El Campo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 11-14-23
VOLUME: 713
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 248-300 235-323
300-400 lbs. 284-348 274-320
400-500 lbs. 275-328 236-317
500-600 lbs. 259-298 221-248
600-700 lbs. 237-280 195-233
700-800 lbs. 209-248 164-205
Slaughter cows 55-101
Slaughter bulls 92-126
Stocker cows —
Pairs —

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, November 16, 2023: Total receipts: 618, 
last reported (11-9-23) 1,290, last year 1,740. Feeder cattle 480 (77.7%), last reported (11-9-
23) 1,071 (83.0%), last year 1,392 (80.0%). Slaughter cattle 68 (11.0%), last reported (11-9-
23) 181 (14.0%), last year 226 (13.0%). Replacement cattle 70 (11.3%), last reported (11-9-
23) 38 (2.9%), last year 122 (7.0%). Compared to last week light steer and heifer calves firm 
to 3.00 higher, heavier calves and yearlings weak to 3.00 lower. Slaughter cows 1.00-3.00 
lower; slaughter bulls not well tested. Stock cows and pairs moderately higher. Trading fairly 
active, demand good. Supply included: 78% Feeder Cattle (45% Steers, 45% Heifers, 3% 
Cows, 7% Bulls); 11% Slaughter Cattle (93% Cows, 7% Bulls); 11% Replacement Cattle 
(69% Stock Cows, 4% Bred Cows, 6% Bred Heifers, 21% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle 
supply over 600 lbs was 47%.

Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, November 20, 2023: Total 
receipts 5,000, last reported (11-13-23) 9,169, last year 8,769. Feeder cattle: 5,000 (100.0%), 
last reported (11-13-23) 9,169 (100.0%), last year 8,769 (100.0%). Compared to last week: 
Feeder steers and heifers lightly tested and few sales near steady with last week’s decline. 
Steer and heifer calves suitable for wheat pasture 4.00-10.00 higher. Other classes mostly 
steady. More rain fell across parts of the state over the weekend and colder temps arriving 
today. Demand good for all classes with the holiday shortened week and many sales closed. 
Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (59% Steers, 39% Heifers, 2% Bulls). Feeder cattle 
supply over 600 lbs was 42%.

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, November 15, 2023: Sheep and goats: 
Total receipts 4,295, last reported (11-7-23) 4,554, last year 4,608. Feeder sheep/lambs 90 
(2.1%), last reported (11-7-23) 81 (1.8%), last year 92 (2.0%). Slaughter sheep/lambs 1,647 
(38.3%), last reported (11-7-23) 1,836 (40.3%), last year 1,639 (35.6%). Replacement sheep/
lambs 45 (1.0%), last reported (11-7-23) 196 (4.3%), last year 460 (10.0%). Feeder goats 
172 (4.0%), last reported (11-7-23) 228 (5.0%), last year 168 (3.6%). Slaughter goats 2,246 
(52.3%), last reported (11-7-23) 2,114 (46.4%), last year 2,065 (44.8%). Replacement goats 
95 (2.2%), last reported (11-7-23) 99 (2.2%), last year 184 (4.0%). Compared to last week 
slaughter lambs 20.00-40.00 higher. slaughter ewes 20.00-30.00 higher. Feeder lambs not 
well tested. Nannies 10.00-20.00 higher; kids 10.00-30.00 higher. Trading active, demand 
good. Supply included: 2% Feeder Sheep/Lambs (72% Hair Lambs, 28% Hair Breeds); 38% 
Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (13% Wooled & Shorn, 77% Hair Breeds, 1% Ewes, 7% Hair Ewes, 
0% Bucks, 2% Hair Bucks); 1% Replacement Sheep/Lambs (100% Hair Ewes); 4% Feeder 
Goats (100% Kids); 52% Slaughter Goats (72% Kids, 18% Nannies/Does, 9% Bucks/Billies, 
0% Wethers); 2% Replacement Goats (100% Nannies/Does).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, November 4, 2023: Sheep and goats:  
1534 Light Lambs Higher. Heavy Lambs Higher. Kids Higher. Light Kids Steady. #1 Wool 
Lambs 40-60 Lb 180.00-285.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 170.00-280.00 Cwt. Bbd 
Lambs (40-60 Lb) 130.00-260.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 200.00-360.00 Cwt. Dorpx 
Lambs (60-80 Lb) 200.00-360.00 Cwt. Light Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb) 140.00-360.00 
Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (100-150 Lb) 140.00-260.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes 20.00-110.00 Cwt. 
Sheep Bucks/Rams 90.00-175.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 Lb) 100.00-400.00 Cwt. #1. 
Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 140.00-400.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (60-80 Lb) 160.00-350.00 
Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 175.00-370.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 130.00-300.00 Cwt. Lower Qual-
ity Kids 100.00-200.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 45.00-200.00 Cwt. Stocker. Sp/Boex 
Nannies 200.00-300.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies 20.00-130.00 Cwt. Boex Billies 180.00-235.00 
Cwt.

For updated daily reports and additional market reports
go to: www.southernlivestock.com
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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About 70% of the calves 
born in the U.S. come in the 
spring and about 30% in the 
fall and 100% come year-
round! In some instances that 
may not be too far from the 
truth. Of course, that depends 
on your definition of when 
spring and fall occur. 

Spring calving is often a 
good choice for several rea-
sons, there’s plenty of grass 
(or will be when it rains), lit-
tle if any supplemental feed 
needs to be fed, the weather is 
warmer, and there is less sick-
ness in the newborn calves. 
It’s also easier to get cows bred 
to calve in the spring, they are 
usually in better condition. 
The calf market is geared to 
take these calves in August 
through October so there is a 
ready market for them. Most 
will agree that Spring calving 
calves are cheaper to run (un-
less there’s a drought).

Fall calving tends to be a 
less desirable option as grass 
quality and quantity is declin-
ing, more supplemental feed 
needs to be fed (hay if grass is 
in short supply but especially 
protein), the weather is usually 
colder and often wetter, and 
there tends to be more sick-
ness in the calves (scours and 
respiratory). It is also more 
difficult to get the cows rebred 
in winter. Most will agree that 
fall calves cost more to pro-

duce, even if everything goes 
right. 

The benefit of fall calves is 
that they are worth more when 
they are sold in the spring. 
There are fewer of them and 
the demand for calves to go 
out to grass begins about the 
time they are being weaned. 
Fall calves will gain cheaply 
on grass in the spring and sum-
mer and then go into the feed-
yard in the fall heavier and 
cost less to finish at a given 
weight (or grade). That makes 
fall calves worth about 5% or 
more at weaning than spring 
calves.

I will admit it is hard to 
beat spring calves when you 
are mucking about in the mud 
and cold wet weather putting 
out hay and doctoring sick fall 
calves but that does not have 
to be the case. Preparing a 
dedicated winter pasture can 
reduce the amount, cost, and 
hassle of feeding and vacci-
nating your pregnant cowherd 
for respiratory diseases and 
calf scours can go a long way 
to reducing fall calving prob-
lems. Of course, you should 
do these things even if you 
calve in the spring!

Regardless of when you 
calve, make sure you take 
some of these points into con-
sideration, it will make calv-
ing much easier and profit-
able!

This year’s election is 
over, and I am glad to report 
that Prop 1 was approved.  It 
was very encouraging to see 
all the signs supporting Prop 
1 on fences and gates out in 
the countryside and even 
some yard signs in town (I 
had to explain it to the neigh-
bors)! Now, we can concen-
trate on more fun events like 
deer hunting and the holi-
days.

The cattle market seems 
to be holding and moisture 
has been nice.  Hopefully, 
we’ll be blessed with a 
milder winter than predicted.

Fall seedstock sales are 

ongoing but wrapping up 
for the year but some of our 
top-quality producers still 
have private treaty cattle 
if you’re looking.  Support 
those.

Pray for those that are 
engaged in conflict, it influ-
ences all of us.

As this is the last col-
umn for the year, I want to 
thank all of you, members, 
officers, board members 
and staff for your ICA sup-
port this year.  We’ll kick 
off again in early 2024 after 
what I trust will be blessed 
Christmas and New Year for 
all.

South Central ICA Chapter
South Central Texas 

Independent Cattlemen 
Association (SCTICA) mem-
bers are approaching the hol-
iday season and the new year 
with optimism. Pastures have 
greened up for the most part 
and grass is making up for 
lost time after a hot, dry sum-
mer. Recent rains have win-
ter forage looking promis-
ing.  Lots of fall calves on the 
ground and hunters are show-
ing up. SCTICA will hold 
its first meeting of 2024 on 
January 23rd in Jourdanton, 
Texas at 6:30 p.m. and it will 
be located at the Jourdanton 
Library and Community 
Center. Speaker to be an-
nounced.  Bring a neighbor 
and join us!
Brazos Valley ICA Chapter

Happy holidays from 
the Brazos Valley Chapter! 
We have enjoyed the recent 
rains and hope the hard freeze 
will hold off a little longer. 
We have much to be thank-
ful for and it is easy to for-
get all our blessings as we go 
about our daily lives. Options 
for the next chapter meeting 
are being researched. The 
next meeting will begin at 6 
p.m., and will be in Caldwell, 
Hearne, or another nearby 
town. We welcome all sug-
gestions and you can call  
830/203-8181 to discuss. 

Have a Happy New Year.
Victoria Crossroads ICA 

Chapter
At the Victoria Crossroads 

ICA chapter, we are happy 
to announce that we will be 
drawing for the winner of 
the gun raffle on Dec. 16, 
2023, during our Christmas 
party. The Christmas party 
and meeting will be at 
Frances Marie’s Restaurant 
in Victoria, Texas at 6 p.m.. 
There is a wide variety of 
guns being raffled off, such 
as a Bergara B14 Hunter, 
Bolt Action, 24” Bbl., 300 
Win. Mag, a Trister, Viper G2 
Synthetic, 3” chamber, 28” 
Bbl., 14 Ga. and many more. 
If you would like to purchase 
a raffle ticket, they are $20 
each or six for $100. We look 
forward to having you and 
wish you a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!

Gonzales ICA Chapter
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year from the 
Gonzales ICA Chapter! We 
hope everyone has a safe and 
happy Holidays!

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
Howdy from the Mid-

Tex ICA chapter! Our next 
meeting will be in 2024 on 
Tuesday, Jan. 23rd at 6:30 
p.m. Be on the lookout for 
more meeting information 
soon! We look forward to see-

(Continued on page 6)



SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARDFRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2023PAGE 6

ing everyone in the New Year, 
and we hope everyone has a 
Happy Holidays!
Guada-Coma ICA Chapter

The Guada-Coma ICA 
had their monthly meeting 
Monday Nov. 6th  at Seguin 
Cattle Company. We had a 
wonderful crowd attend, one 
of the largest we have seen 
this year!  Cooper Little re-
minded everyone to vote for 
Proposition No.1, Right to 
Farm. We went out and voted 
and it passed with 79.3%. 

Sheriff Arnold Zwicke 

was our guest speaker and 
he introduced us to Chief 
Deputy Joshua Ray.  Chief 
Deputy Ray gave a very in-
formative program. He ex-
plained the organizational 
structure of the Guadalupe 
County sheriff office.  With 
a steady increase of popula-
tion growth in the county they 
have started a mental health 
unit along with a new position 
as crime scene technician. We 
were shown a Narcotic Task 
Force video that was very 
interesting. Many questions 
were asked and answered. We 
were all impressed by his pre-
sentation.

We are thankful for the 
rain we have received and for 
the time we will be spending 
with family and friends over 
the holidays. 

Southeast Texas ICA 
Chapter

The Southeast Texas ICA 
(SETICA) Chapter would 
like to thank everyone who 
helped and supported our 
Drawdown Fundraiser on 
Oct. 28th, we really appreci-
ate it as it was a great success! 
We had our annual business 
meeting on November 28th 
in Winnie, Texas, where we 
held elections for the 2024 

(Continued on page 11)
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Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..

GGG OOO NNN ZZZ AAA LLL EEE SSS

LLL III VVV EEE SSS TTT OOO CCC KKK MMM AAA RRR KKK EEE TTT,,, III NNN CCC ...

SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
We’re excited, our Mid-

Tex Meet & Greet on July
26th had over 30 attendees
and was full of energy. Our
meeting began with a light
supper in the state office in
Lockhart and everyone
mingled and met each
other. Our ICA Executive
Director, Cooper Little,
started the meeting for us

and introduced Kerry Wig-
gins, ICA’s new president.
Joe Kelly, a founding ICA
member,  was in attendance
along with Tommy Jack-
son, chapter president and
Karen Bell, chapter treas-
urer. Dr. Bill Selman was
our guest speaker and he
gave all of us valuable
information on cattle vac-
cines and how to obtain

them with the new state
laws.  

It was enthusiastically
approved that our next
meeting will be held on
Aug. 23, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at
Chisholm Trail BBQ,
Lockhart, Texas, which is
our former venue. We look
forward to this second
meeting to vote on officers
and committee members to
help us invigorate our
chapter.

South Central Texas
ICA Chapter

South Central Texas
ICA (SCTICA) had a
member meeting on

(Continued on page 8)
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More El Niño thoughts
Here is a look at the latest model forecast strength and duration for this El Niño 

event. Focus on the mean forecast bar graph on the bottom of the charts, as it is the most 
responsible estimate of strength and duration:

As you can see, the event peaks from December-February, and then starts to weaken. 
Will this event be gone by the spring? I don’t see that happening. Will it be weakening 
considerably by the spring? Yes, I see that happening.

What about the analogs? The best fit analog years from the past are very tough to 
come up with, because we are dealing with a strong east-based El Niño and a very nega-
tive/cold PDO. See the current PDO graph below:

We also have what is called a positive Indian Ocean Dipole.

The years that have had a positive IOD, a strong east-based El Niño, and a nega-
tive PDO are very limited, pretty much non-existent. However, the following graphic 
shows just the correlation with a positive IOD and a strong east-based El Niño. The 
following graphics show the precipitation anomalies and the temperature anomalies 
that occurred during the years that matched up. Plus, you will see years listed multiple 
times...that is due to those years having more weight than others. The time frame runs 
from December through April.

There are some dry signals in the Pacific Northwest and parts of the Northern Rock-
ies/Plains, and Ohio Valley. Otherwise, a lot of the country ended up wetter than average. 
The southwest part of the country was colder than average and the north/northeast end-
ed up warmer than average. Now, out of all those years...1972-73 was still my favorite 
analog of the bunch. I have talked about that for quite some time, but here is a refresher 
on what it looked like from December - April of that winter/spring.

It may be tough to get cold and stay as cold as it was in 1972-73, but the overall 
storm track across a large part of the country looks pretty active. While it isn’t the best 
model out there due to it overdoing things, the CFS model does have some takeaways 
about the pattern. See the precipitation anomaly forecast below:

December-February:

February-April:

April-June:

While the CFS model does have a tendency to be too wet or too dry, the overall flavor 
may not be that far off. While we may not technically be in an El Niño after April, we may still 
be benefitting from the residual impact of it. 

While the back half of 2024 is more uncertain, I do believe that we will revert back to 
a La Niña. Historically, the PDO usually will moderate or even turn positive when an El Niño 
occurs. That has not been the case, and likely won’t be the case going forward. Because of 
this, La Niña can more easily redevelop after the El Niño episode has ended. Historically, La 
Niña produces a decent monsoon for the southwest part of the country, and favors wetter 
than average conditions in the fall/winter, for the Pacific Northwest, Northern Rockies/
Plains, while drying things out in the Desert Southwest, and the Western/Southern Plains.

I know we are talking about things a long way out there in time, but I know you are 
interested, and I wanted to share my thoughts. If you have questions, please let me know.
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WEATHER WISE SPONSORED BY:

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me an

email… Brian Bledsoe, 
brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

I will have chatted with many of you at
the 2022 Beef Cattle Short Course, but
wanted to give you a peek at what the latest
models are saying for the rest of 2022.

NMME Model
Precipitation Forecast

September

October

November

December

EURO Seasonal Precipitation Forecast
September

October

November

December

You can see that both models have roughly the
same forecast. The potential for some tropical
storm/hurricane rain early in the fall, and then both mod-
els turn sharply drier. This is not surprising, given we are
still very much in a La Niña, and it may intensify as we
head into the fall and early winter. The graphic below
shows the probabilities that we’ll remain in La Niña, for
the next several months.

You can see that there is a greater than 50% chance
that we’ll remain in La Niña through December, January,
February. I actually think that probability is a bit low, but
we’ll see how it pans out.
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Texas peanut production up this season
By Randi Williams, Texas AgriLife Today

AgriLife TODAYTODAY

Texas crop, weatherTexas crop, weather

Back-to-back seasons 
of drought continue to im-
pact planted peanut acres 
making it another tough year 
for Texas peanut growers, 
according to a  Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
expert.

Emi Kimura, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension state pea-
nut specialist, Vernon, said 
producers who were able to 
keep their crop under irriga-
tion throughout the drought 
were able to maintain growth 
and produce average yields 
per acre. However, for those 
who were not able to keep 
up with moisture demands 
during a second season of 
drought and extreme heat suf-
fered another rough season.

Harvested acres were up 
compared to 205,000 acres 
last year, according to an 
October U.S. Department 
of AgricultureNational 
Agriculture Statistics Service 
report. The USDA report 
also forecasted 107% higher 
production in Texas than last 
year – 677 million pounds, 
compared to 328 million 
pounds in 2022. Peanut yields 
this season were up 500 
pounds per acre over 2022 
production and expected to 
reach 3,300 pounds per acre.  

But Kimura said the 
USDA report does not depict 
the 2023 peanut growing sea-
son. She said 13,000-14,000 
acres of the 230,000 peanut 
acres in Texas were lost to 
dry, hot conditions.

“It was the second 
drought season in a row, and 
that makes it harder,” Kimura 
said. “Peanuts need even 
more water, and lower yields 
in back-to-back seasons 
makes it hard for growers.”
Peanut growers face tough 

conditions
The lack of rain and 

soil moisture in the ground 
throughout the season left 
most peanut growers solely 
reliant on irrigation, Kimura 
said. That means a farm’s ir-
rigation capacity greatly in-
fluenced individual grower 
outcomes.

The evaporative effect of 
another arid growing season 
took its toll on growers’ abil-
ity to meet water demands for 
good pod and peanut devel-
opment, she said.

Drought delayed crop 
progress, but there were also 
weather-related delays at har-
vest, Kimura said.

“Producers waited a week 

or two longer than normal to 
harvest their crop since the 
rain we received in May and 
June pushed back planting,” 

(Continued on page 10)
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said Kimura. “The drought 
also slowed down produc-
tion, so waiting to harvest al-
lowed the crop to mature.”
Progressing peanut prices

Pancho Abello, AgriLife 
Extension economist, 
Vernon, released the High 
Plains Ag Week – Peanut 
Market update Oct. 18. 
Peanut prices reached the 
highest level in the last de-
cade – $545 per ton on av-
erage. Abello said demand 
for peanuts in the U.S. has 
shifted.

He reported a 9% con-
sumption decrease for pea-
nut candy, snacks and other 
peanut products, while pea-
nut butter and in-shell peanut 
consumption increased 6%.

“Even though producers’ 
yields improved on average, 
many still struggled to bring 
in a crop,” Kimura said.

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled the 
following summaries:

CENTRAL
The district received some 

moisture and cooler tem-
peratures later in the week. 
That moisture continued to 
help young grain fields. The 
pecan harvest continued 
with mostly low yields; fair 
quality on some irrigated 
acres and no yield on dry-

land or irrigated acres that 
ran out of water. Trees were 
showing some symptoms of 
drought after moisture re-
turned to the area. Rust and 
other fungi were present on 
trees. Small grains were still 
being planted. Cool-season 
grass and small grains al-
ready planted were respond-
ing well. Wheat that emerged 
looked excellent. Grazing 
was anticipated to become 
more widespread as cool and 
damp weather continued and 
winter forages developed 
further. There were a few re-
ports of isolated armyworms. 
Walnut and tent caterpillars 
were higher in number this 
year. Bermuda grass stem 
maggots were also noted. 

Hessian fly larvae were ob-
served in the early planted 
wheat and remain a concern 
with growers. Livestock re-
main in fair to good condition 
with some supplementation.

ROLLING PLAINS
Optimism for a good win-

ter wheat stand remained last 
week, with farmers across 
the district seeing a prom-
ising start for the crop. The 
rains were showing their 
benefit. Some stockers were 
even starting to move calves 
out for grazing on wheat. 
Topsoil moisture was holding 
well in most places, and pas-
ture grasses were reported as 
emerging and holding green, 
although not growing much. 
Ranchers with cattle on pas-

ture continued supplement-
ing with some hay and cubes.

COASTAL BEND
The area was in a cooler 

and wet weather pattern, 
with reports of 1-3 inches of 
rain. All fieldwork stopped. 
Producers were placing or-
ders for seed for next year. 
Rangeland and pasture condi-
tions were showing improve-
ment. Winter pastures were 
progressing well and should 
be even better next week after 
the widespread rain. Local 
ranchers got their last hay 
cutting for the year before the 
rain arrived. Livestock were 
doing well, and markets were 
holding firm. Some pecan 
harvest continued as weather 
allowed. Yields were very 
sporadic, ranging from poor 
to good.

EAST
Most of the region re-

ceived rainfall. Marion 
County reported as much as 
2 inches. Ponds and creeks 
began to fill up. Some win-
ter pastures were growing. 
Pasture and rangeland con-
ditions were fair to good. 
Subsoil conditions were 
adequate to short. Topsoil 
conditions were adequate. 
Livestock was doing fair to 
good with some supplemen-
tation taking place. Wild 
pig damage was reported in 
hay meadows and pastures. 

Gopher control was under-
way.

SOUTH PLAINS
Producers had to wait for 

the fields to dry out before 
they could continue stripping 
cotton and planting wheat. 
Last week, the district re-
ceived modest rain showers 
across the district. Farmers 
reported that yields for irri-
gated cotton fields were down 
30-50% across the area. A 
few in the eastern counties re-
ported yields down only 10% 
due to receiving more rainfall 

in later July. Early planted 
wheat was in good condition 
across much of the district. 
Some of the later planted 
wheat hadn’t emerged. Cattle 
were in good condition, and 
native pastures across the 
area were in good condition 
going into the winter season.

PANHANDLE
The region continued 

to have very dry conditions. 
Corn harvest was completed 
in most counties. Most late 
sorghum and corn for silage 

(Continued on page 11)
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in understanding the genet-
ics that cause one cow to be
more adapted than anoth-
er. It is an ambitious proj-
ect, but I know he is up to
the task. Go see him the
next time you are in town.

There will be one more
new Extension hire next
year. As of October 31st,
after thirty-five and half
years I am going to retire
from Extension and go run
cows in Washington Coun-
ty. I have always enjoyed
working with ICA, County
Extension Agents, produc-
ers, industry folks, and oth-
ers but I’m done. I know
who ever is selected to
replace me, that you will
treat them with the respect
and kindness you have
always shown me. Thank
you!

(Continued from page 5)
New faces...

normal expenses for trans-
porting feed to livestock
during drought. The pay-
ment formula excludes the
first 25 miles and any
mileage over 1,000 miles.
The reimbursement rate is
60% of the costs above
what would normally have
been incurred during the
same time period in a nor-
mal (non-drought) year.

Transporting livestock
ELAP provides finan-

cial assistance to livestock
producers who are hauling
livestock to a new location
for feed resources due to
insufficient feed or grazing
in drought-impacted areas.
As with transporting feed,
the payment formula for
transporting livestock
excludes the first 25 miles
and any mileage over 1,000
miles. The reimbursement
rate is 60% of the costs
above what would normal-
ly have been incurred dur-
ing the same time period in
a normal (non-drought)
year.

An online tool is now
available to help ranchers
document and estimate
payments to cover feed and
livestock transportation
costs caused by drought.
Download it at https://view.
officeapps.live.com/op/vie
w.aspx?src=https%3A%2
F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%
2FAssets%2FUSDA-FS
A-Public%2Fusdafiles%
2 F D i s a s t e r- A s s i s t % 2
Felap-feed-transportation-
worksheet-ver-1_1-4_6_22.
xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWS
ELINK.

Reporting losses
For calendar year 2022

forward, producers must

submit a notice of loss to
their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is apparent.
Producers should contact
FSA as soon as the loss of
water or feed resources are
known.

For ELAP eligibility,
documentation of expenses
is critical. Producers should
maintain records and re-
ceipts associated with the
costs of transporting water
to eligible livestock, the
costs of transporting feed
to eligible livestock, the
costs of additional feed
purchases, and the costs of
transporting eligible live-
stock to forage or other

grazing acres.
Additional drought assis-

tance
ELAP assistance is also

available to producers im-
pacted by wildfire. Contact
the local FSA office for
more information on
ELAP resources for wild-
fire losses. Beekeepers also
can benefit from ELAP
provisions and should con-
tact their county FSA
office within 15 calendar
days of when a loss occurs
or is apparent.

FSA is now accepting
applications for the Live-
stock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP) to provide
financial assistance to eligi-

ble producers for 2022
grazing losses due to a
qualifying drought or fire.
The deadline to apply for
2022 LFP assistance is
Jan. 30, 2023.

More than 200 Texas
counties have met the
drought severity levels that
trigger LFP eligibility for
the 2022 program year. For
LFP, qualifying drought
triggers are determined
using the U.S. Drought
Monitor.  .

More information
Additional disaster as-

sistance information can be
found on farmers.gov,
including the Farmers.gov
drought page. 

Correction: The drought
assistance information
from USDA FSA original-
ly posted on July 20 incor-
rectly referenced assis-
tance for purchased feed
due to drought as a com-
pensable expense through

the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees
and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP). Feed
purchase is not covered by
ELAP for drought.

SLS

(Continued from page 3)
D.C. News...

TANK COATINGS - ROOF COATINGS
Available for Metal, Composition,

Shingles or Tar Roofs.
Long lasting and easy to apply.

We also manufacture Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call For Our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com
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Deadline extended and more pre-filled
forms for 2020 and 2021 disasters on the way

Source: USDA
Washington -- The U.S.

Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today announced
that it will indefinitely
extend the deadline for
producers to return the
pre-filled applications for
Phase One of the Emer-
gency Relief Program
(ERP). A new deadline
will be announced after the
last Phase One applications
are mailed and provide at
least 30 days following the
mailing.

Continuing to build on
the initial mailing of pre-
filled applications in May,
the Department will con-
tinue using existing infor-
mation in USDA and crop
insurance files to send
additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week
for potentially eligible
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NA
P) participants. Once appli-
cations from eligible NAP
producers are returned,
these producers are expect-
ed to receive about $105
million in ERP payments
for eligible losses from
2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is now mail-
ing pre-filled applications
to NAP producers through
ERP to offset crop yield
and value losses. To receive
a relief payment, producers
should complete and
return the applications by
announced deadlines.

Producers are expected
to receive assistance direct
deposited into their bank
account within three busi-
ness days after they sign
and return the prefilled
application to the FSA
county office and the coun-
ty offices enters the appli-
cation into the system.

While most crop insur-
ance customers that may be
eligible for ERP Phase One
received the pre-filled ap-
plications in May, there are
some who should expect to
receive a form in August
including:

•Producers who had an
eligible loss in 2020 that
had been recorded in the
crop insurance records as a
2019 loss (e.g., prevented
planting claims); and

•Producers with poli-
cies that required addition-
al information before being
able to calculate an indem-
nity for 2021 losses (pro-
ducers with 2020 losses
would have already re-
ceived that application).

Policies that required addi-
tional information include
Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO),
Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI).

Producers without risk
management coverage

through crop insurance or
NAP and those with shal-
low losses may be covered
by the forthcoming Phase
Two of ERP.

“Catastrophic natural
disaster events in 2020 and
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastruc-
ture from coast to coast,
making it critically impor-
tant to provide assistance

quickly and reduce the
paperwork burden on
these farmers and ranchers
recovering from disaster,”
said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “I was
in North Dakota a few
weeks ago and received
feedback on how well the
streamlined livestock and
crop disaster programs are
working for our producers

and front-line employees.
Like any new process,
there are some kinks to
work out, but we are
addressing them and will
use the streamlined process
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a
minimum.”

USDA estimates that
Phase One ERP benefits
will reach more than 5,200
producers with NAP cover-
age for eligible 2020 and
2021 crop losses. This
emergency relief comple-

(Continued on page 12)

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas

Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats

11:30 a.m. - Cattle

For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain

Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870
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Officers. We want to thank 
Tom Kelly with Livestock 
Risk Protection for speak-
ing at the meeting, as well. 
SETICA wishes everyone 
a blessed holiday, and a 
Happy New Year!

Colorado Valley ICA 
Chapter

Season’s greetings from 
the Colorado Valley ICA 
Chapter! We are excited 
to announce our Annual 
Fundraiser Barbeque & 
Trade Show will take place 
on Saturday, Feb. 17, 2024, 
at KC Hall in La Grange, 
Texas. The trade show and 
social hours will be from 
4-6 p.m. with the meal to 
be served directly follow-
ing. There will also be a 
silent auction, gun raf-
fle, live auction and cash 
door prize giveaways! You 
must be present to win, 
so make sure to save the 
date and grab your tick-

ets! For more information, 
please email contact@
ColoradoValleyICA.com. 
We look forward to seeing 
you there and wish every-
body a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!
West Texas ICA Chapter:

The West Texas Chapter 
would like to wish every-
one a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!
East Texas ICA Chapter

Howdy from the East 
Texas ICA Chapter! 
Members met on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14th at The Regen 
Ranch in Oakwood Texas 

for a great chapter meeting. 
Thank you to our sponsor 
Bimeda, and their repre-
sentatives who gave a pre-
sentation on their animal 
health products and veteri-
nary pharmaceuticals.

The next meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 
9th at 6 p.m. at The Regen 
Ranch in Oakwood, Texas 
for our holiday celebra-
tion. Please bring one gift 
to share in a gift exchange. 
We look forward to seeing 
y’all there and wish every-
one happy holidays!

~SLS

Chapter...
(Continued from page 6)

had been harvested. Tillage 
operations continued, es-
pecially on fields where a 
warm-season forage was 
chopped and harvested for 
silage purposes. Additional 
precipitation was needed 

to boost the emergence and 
early growth of recently 
planted cover crops, includ-
ing acres of winter wheat 
planted for forage, grain or 
dual-purpose use. Winter 
wheat plantings were ongo-
ing, with some early planting 
being irrigated for pasture 
cattle. All dryland wheat 

suffered from lack of rain-
fall; only irrigated wheat had 
progressed. Cotton was lim-
ited this year due to weather 
conditions during planting. 
Pasture and rangelands were 
reported as fair to very poor. 
Producers continued supple-
mental feeding their herds.

(Continued on page 12)

Texas Crop...
(Continued from page 10)
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NORTH
Topsoil and subsoil were 

reported as adequate to short 
for counties within the re-
gion. Pasture and rangelands 
were reported as fair to very 
poor for most counties in the 
district. Heavy rainfall over 
the past week helped the crop 
tremendously. Winter pas-
tures were starting to grow 
and looked good. Ryegrass 
and oats were growing well 
thanks to adequate moisture. 
Some ranchers started to 
feed hay because the fields 
were drying up. Summer 
crops were harvested. Winter 
wheat and other cool-sea-
son grasses were planted and 
emerged across some coun-
ties. Livestock were doing 
well. There was no disease or 
insect outbreak in the district.

FAR WEST
Temperatures were 

warmer, from the mid-80s 
to low 60s. A cold front per-
sisted for the latter part of the 
week. Trace amounts of rain 
were received up to at least 2 
inches. The wet ground kept 
cotton strippers out of the 
field until it dried out. Most 
irrigated cotton was har-
vested. It was dry enough for 
planters to put a little wheat 
in the ground. Earlier planted 
wheat was emerging and 

looking good. Rangeland had 
improved slightly due to the 
extra rainfall and tempera-
tures cooling; however, it was 
still considered fair to poor. 
Livestock were in fair con-
dition and were getting fed 
three times a week. Calves 
were being weaned. Deer 
hunters arrived in the region 
on leases.

WEST CENTRAL
The district experienced 

average temperatures with 
cooler mornings and received 
another inch of rain to sustain 
soil moisture. Small grain 
planting was underway, but 
additional soil moisture was 
needed to emerge recently 
planted grain. Cotton har-
vest was almost complete. 
Although the district received 
rain, stock tank and lake lev-
els remained low. Winter an-
nuals appeared in rangelands 
and pastures, providing some 
grazing. Fed cattle prices 
were up at local sale barns. 
Producers have increased 
supplemental feeding of their 
herds to help maintain body 
condition going into the win-
ter months.

SOUTHEAST
Numerous counties 

throughout the district ex-
perienced rainfall. Pastures 
were still very dry, and no 
winter grass was emerging 
yet. Cooler temperatures 

swept across the district, and 
the first frost hit and caused 
forages to go dormant. Winter 
wheat that was previously 
planted was in good shape. 
Trees began transitioning into 
dormancy, and there were 
no pest issues. Producers 
were getting a final cutting 
of hay, which was crucial 
to help with the upcoming 
winter months. Cow prices 
were holding steady, and 
calf prices continued to rise. 
Producers continued supple-
mental feeding the cattle they 
have kept.

SOUTHWEST
Weather conditions in 

the region were cooler and 
drizzly, with slow and steady 
rains providing much-needed 
moisture in some areas. 
Precipitation amounts var-
ied, with reports ranged from 
0.1 to 2.75 inches. However, 
there were still areas experi-
encing dry conditions. The 
cool and damp conditions at 
the end of the week impacted 
livestock markets, causing 
prices to be slightly lower. 
Wheat appeared to be in good 
condition and fully emerged. 
Some armyworm pressure 
was observed, likely due 
to the previous week’s rain-
fall. Wheat plantings were 
beginning to increase, and 
the moisture was expected 

(Continued on page 13)

Texas Crop...
(Continued from page 11)

Mark McClintock (center) was honored by the American 
Hereford Association as a member of their Hall of Merit. 
He is joined in the photo with his family.

McClintock inducted into Hereford Hall of Merit
Source: American Hereford Association

Mark McClintock of 
San Angelo, Texas, was in-
ducted into the Hereford 
Hall of Merit on Oct. 21 
at the American Hereford 
Association (AHA) Annual 
Meeting and Conference 
in Kansas City, Missouri. 
The Hall of Merit recog-
nizes two inductees each 
year who have heavily influ-
enced the Hereford breed. 
David Hawkins, Ph.D., from 
Michigan was also inducted.

Mark McClintock has 
spent a lifetime work-
ing in the Hereford breed, 
with stints at Bright Bros. 
Herefords, California; Lone 
Star Herefords, Texas; and 
Rocking Chair Ranch, Texas.

McClintock’s roots trace 
back to a racetrack on the out-
skirts of Los Angeles, where 
his father was a horse trainer 
and jockey. However, from 
an early age, he knew he pre-
ferred bovine over equine. 
McClintock grew up showing 
cattle and attended Cal Poly 
University, where he stud-
ied animal science and even 
cut his long, beloved locks to 
judge on the livestock judg-
ing team. Since then, he has 
traveled the world to evaluate 
cattle of every shape, size and 

color.
After college, McClintock 

worked for Bright Herefords 
in California before becom-
ing the herdsman for Lone 
Star Herefords. While on the 
road fitting and showing cat-
tle, he met his wife, Teresa, 
at the National Western Stock 
Show (NWSS), and she 
joined McClintock at Lone 
Star. The couple has two sons, 
Ryan and Mason.

The McClintocks went 
to west Texas to work for the 
Rocking Chair Ranch (RCR) 
in the early ’80s. There, 
McClintock was tasked 
with building a herd of elite 
Hereford cattle. McClintock 

won Hereford Herdsman of 
the Year in 1981 and over the 
next 25 years, built and main-
tained the RCR Hereford 
herd. Patience paid off, and 
RCR raised the grand and 
reserve champion horned 
females at the 2000 Junior 
National Hereford Expo in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the re-
serve champion female at the 
NWSS. In addition to raising 
elite females, McClintock 
was an essential part of estab-
lishing a market for RCR’s 
bulls, often selling Hereford 
sires to Brahman breeders to 
create the ultimate Southern 
cross. 

(Continued on page 15)
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MARKET TREND:  SteadyMARKET TREND:  Steady
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NOV 25	Pine Belt Alliance Brangus Bull & Female Sale, 	
	 Purvis, MS
NOV 29	Caldwell Livestock Auction Special 
	 Replacement Sale, Caldwell, TX

DEC 1 	 J Bar Angus Bull & Female Sale (formerly Lone 	
	 Star Angus Alliance Sale), Hallettsville, TX

DEC  2 	 Jordan Cattle Auction Replacement Female Sale, 	
	 San Saba, TX
DEC 2 	 2 Bar C Ranch Angus Production Sale, Luling, TX

DEC 2	 Rancher’s Choice Charolais Bull Sale, Nixon, TX
DEC 2	 Pied Piper Farms Annual Production Sale,
	 Industry, TX
DEC 2 	 Pounds Pay Commercial Replacement Female 	
	 Sale,Industry, TX
DEC 2  	Sunbelt Red Brangus “Color’em Red” Sale, 
	 Henderson, TX
DEC 2  	Brazos Valley Livestock Commission 27th 
	 Annual Replacement Sale, Bryan, TX 
DEC 7 	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX 
DEC 9 	 Inaugural GKB Cattle & Barber Ranch
	 Hereford Female Event, Desdemona, TX
DEC 9	 Texas Drovers Annual Bull & Replacement 	
	 Female	 Sale, Weimar, TX
DEC 9  	Navasota Livestock Auction Female & Bull 
	 Replacement Sale, Navasota, TX
DEC 11 	Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
DEC 14 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Sale, Leachman’s 	
	 Texas Fall Stabilizer Bulls, San Saba, TX
DEC 16	Pearsall Livestock Auction End of the Year Cow 	
	 Sale, Pearsall, TX

JAN 4	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, Shady 	
	 Oak Farm Charolais & SimAngus Bulls, San Saba, TX

JAN 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, Mason, TX
JAN 11	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker-Feeder & 	
	 Weaned Sale, San Saba, TX
JAN 13 	Live Oak Beefmaster Breeders Association Bull 	
	 Sale, Three Rivers, TX
JAN 20	 Jordan Cattle Auction January Replacement 	
	 Female Sale, San Saba, TX
JAN 20  46th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, El 	
	 Campo Livestock Exchange, El Campo, TX

JAN 27  39th Annual DeWitt County Purebred Breeders 	
	 All Breed Bull & Female Sale, Cuero, TX

FEB 1	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX
FEB 3	 South Texas Hereford Association Bull & Female 	
	 Sale, Beeville, TX
FEB 8	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, 
	 Martin-Bruni Brangus & STS Ranger 
	 Registered Angus, San Saba, TX
FEB 14	 San Antonio All Breed Bull and Replacement 
	 Female Sale, San Antonio, TX
FEB 17	 Jordan Cattle Action Early Spring Replacement 	
	 Female Sale, San Saba, TX
FEB 24 	Advantage Plus Beefmaster Bull Sale, Brenham, TX
FEB 24  Hallettsville Livestock Commission Special
	 Replacement Female Sale, Hallettsville, TX
MAR 2	 South Texas Cattle Marketing Spring Replacement 	
	 Female Sale, Nixon, TX
MAR 7	 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Stocker & Feeder 	
	 Sale, San Saba, TX

2 0 2 3 2 0 2 4

L I V E S T O C K  S A L E S  C A L E N D A R
EDITOR’S NOTE:   Bold- faced l is t ings have adver t isements  in  th is  issue.

 
 

Special Bull Offering  
Thursday, January 4 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

In conjunction with the regular sale.  Bull will sell at 10:00 am.  
Featuring Shady Oak Farm Charolais & SimAngus Bulls 

Consignments Welcome!  
 

January Replacement Female Sale  
Saturday, January 20 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

Consignments Welcome!  
 
 

For details on the above sale or online viewing/bidding call or visit our website. 
 
 
 

Ken & Kynda Jordan - Owners & Operators  
San Saba  325-372-5159 | Mason  325-347-6361 |  jordancattle.com 

Weekly Sales at 11:00 AM 
Mason on Monday & San Saba on Thursday 

46th Annual
CATTLEMAN BULL & FEMALE SALE

January 20, 2024 | 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Exchange

El Campo, TX

Expecting 100 Bulls &
500 Females

Colt Adams
361/920-1618

Tyler Adams
361/920-1620

Homer Aparicio III
979/216-8084

Office 979/543-2703 l www.elcampolivestock.com

to benefit the cool-season 
fields of wheat and oats and 
rangeland growth. The rains 
helped the fall corn crop 
and provided much-needed 
moisture for winter vegeta-
bles, oats and wheat crops. 
Rainfall continued in the 
area as the cotton harvest 
began to round out. Despite 
the rain, the region was still 
considered short on mois-
ture. Rangeland conditions 
were improving, and winter 
wheat planting was nearing 
completion. Producers were 
providing supplemental feed 
for livestock, and there was a 
slowdown in shipping stock. 
Livestock were reported to be 
in fair condition. Hunters re-
ported average antler growth 

and average body condition 
for recent harvests.

SOUTH
Weather conditions con-

tinued to cool down across 
the district, and beneficial 
rainfall was received. Some 
producers were continuing 
peanut harvest, small win-
ter grain planting continued 
and some previously planted 
were emerging. Pecan har-
vest was reported as good. 
Producers started cutting hay 
and have hopes of a second 
cutting with the recent rain-
fall. Beef cattle producers 
continued supplemental feed-
ing and culling their herds. 
Local markets were offering 
average volumes of cattle. 
Turkey and deer were mov-
ing and more visible as cooler 
temperatures approached.

Texas Crop...
(Continued from page 12)

Visit
www.SOUTHERNLIVESTOCK.com

for all of your advertising needs and the latest news 
and sale reports!

every WOTUS definition 
since the 1980s has included 
adjacent wetlands, but under 
previous definitions, “adja-
cent” has included wetlands 
that neighbored or bordered 
a recognized WOTUS. The 
wetland did not necessarily 
need to be indistinguishable 
from the WOTUS to fall 
under Clean Water Act ju-
risdiction. With Sackett, that 
changed.

Public comment issue
It didn’t take long for 

EPA to update its WOTUS 
definition following Sackett. 
On Aug. 29, EPA issued its 
Final Conforming Rule. The 
rule brought EPA’s definition 
more in line with the ruling 
in Sackett.

Rollins noted that EPA 
did not offer a period of time 
for public comment before 
issuing its rule.

“Usually, when an 
agency issues a rule or a 
regulation, they are going to 
put forward first their pro-
posed rule,” she said. “And 
that’s going to be available 
for public comment” during 
which the public can leave 
comments on the rule that 
agencies will then respond 
to, and potentially take into 
account before issuing a 
final rule.

EPA said that a public 
comment was unnecessary, 
as the reasoning for issuing 
the final rule was to conform 
the 2023 rule to the decision 
in Sackett v. EPA.

“That’s something that 
people are going to argue 
about, and certainly some-
thing that we are going to see 
come up in the ongoing liti-
gation,” Rollins said.

Rollins noted that states 
may have their own laws 
regulating water and wet-
lands pollution, which 
would not be impacted by 

the Sackett decision and 
EPA’s conforming rule. 
While some states may not 
have laws regarding wet-
lands or may have laws 
preventing them from regu-
lating wetlands beyond the 
federal level, other states 
have wetlands permitting 
programs that regulate more 
strictly than the Clean Water 
Act.

“A lot of them do regu-
late beyond what the Clean 
Water Act does because the 
feds set the floor, not the 
ceiling,” she said.

Before the Sackett deci-
sion was issued, three law-
suits were filed by multiple 
states to challenge the Biden 
Administration’s March 
2023 WOTUS rule. WOTUS 
is currently interpreted con-
sistent with the pre-2015 
definition of the term and 
with the Sackett decision in 
the 27 states that are party to 
the lawsuits, as litigation is 
ongoing.
Slowing, but not stopping

While 2023 has been a 
big year for WOTUS news, it 
is not the end of the road.

“We’re still on our 
WOTUS roller coaster,” 
Rollins said. “We’ve had 
our Sackett decision this 
year, but we still have a lot of 
questions, really about what 
WOTUS looks like follow-
ing Sackett.”

Rollins noted that de-
pending on how things shake 
out with the litigation, the 
WOTUS definition has the 
potential to change again. 
Additionally, there are state 
and federal laws that regu-
late wetlands that will proba-
bly receive greater attention 
in the aftermath of Sackett.

“I would expect things 
are going to slow down a lit-
tle bit,” Rollins said. “But, 
with this litigation still ongo-
ing, there are more changes 
that could be ahead.”

DC News...
(Continued from page 3)
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Luling, Texas

Clyde & Karen
Sommerlatte
512-633-3190
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looked excellent and
upland fields looked good.
Corn was a lost cause, and
most growers were debat-
ing whether to harvest
fields due to low yield
potential. Melon harvest
continued and was the one
bright spot for producers as
demand continued to be
good. Pecan loads were
good in the Rio Grande
Valley for the most part,
and some orchards were
expecting excellent yields.
The El Paso County Water
Improvement District was
expected to announce soon
when irrigation would be
shut off for the remainder
of the year. Producers
were reporting Mozena
obtusa, mesquite webworm

and rose rosette. Produc-
ers continued to cull and
sell livestock.

WEST CENTRAL:
The district was very hot
and very dry with tempera-
tures above 100 degrees
daily. Dryland cotton was
being zeroed out through
insurance, and irrigated
cotton that remained was
in poor to fair condition as
producers struggled to
keep up with water
demands. Very little hay
was being produced from
irrigated pastures. Corn
was mature and drying
down, and harvest should
start soon with below-aver-
age yields expected.
Harvested acres were
expected to be limited as
many corn acres went to
silage due to irrigation lim-
its early in the season.

Irrigated sorghum was fair,
but yields were expected to
be down. Trees of all
species were dropping
leaves early. Insect pest
problems were increasing.
Livestock producers were
thinning herds and liqui-
dating stock.

SOUTHWEST: Con-
ditions continued to deteri-
orate due to extreme heat
and drought. Most range-
land grasses and certain
water-intensive deciduous
plants continued to go into
dormancy due to lack of
moisture. Corn and milo
harvest continued with
well-below average yields
reported. Rangelands con-
tinued to be extremely dry
with elevated fire danger.
Cotton fared well in the hot
conditions but was being
heavily irrigated. Herd
numbers were still being
culled. Livestock were still
being supplemented and
many were being sold
because of drought. Rivers
and tanks were drying up.

SOUTH: Soil moisture
conditions were very short
to short across the district
with triple-digit tempera-
tures reported. High day-
time temperatures reached
110 degrees with no rainfall
reported. Irrigated crops
looked fair. Corn harvest
continued. Cotton was still
in the blooming stage in
some areas, and harvest

(Continued from page 17)
Crops...

Is this a fall pricing opportunity for feeders?
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension professor livestock marketing, University of Kentucky

As has been the case all
year, there is no shortage of
factors to discuss when it
comes to this cattle market.
Drought has intensified in
much of the Southern
Plains and has also moved
into large portions of the
Southeast since early sum-
mer. This continues to
result in very large beef
cow slaughter levels, which
have been running 14%
above last year. There is a
little time lag on harvest
data, but a lot of signs point
to cow culling accelerating

again in recent weeks as
conditions have worsened.

Had it not been for the

widespread drought, beef
production would be run-
ning below 2021 levels. The
cow herd and calf crop
have been getting smaller
for several years now. But,
the onslaught of cows and
heifers entering the supply
chain is adding to beef pro-
duction. At the same time,
cattle on feed numbers
have been higher because
cattle have been placed on
feed sooner than would
normally be expected. For
example, calves that were
pulled off wheat pasture

early this winter (or those
that went straight to feed
and never saw wheat pas-
ture) are also entering the
supply chain.

There has also been
some “pull” from the
demand side. Consumer
demand has remained
strong at the retail level.
And, beef exports are run-
ning more than 5% above
the high levels seen in 2021.
There is simply no way that
this supply picture is not
going to get much tighter
once we work through the

effects of this drought. And
the longer the drought per-
sists, the tighter that supply
picture will be on the other
side.

Risk management tools
such as futures and options
and Livestock Risk Pro-
tection (LRP) Insurance
provide producers the
opportunity to capture
price expectations revealed
through futures markets.
The markets understand
the tight supply picture that
is being set up and have
responded accordingly.
Fall CME© Feeder Cattle
futures have moved back
into the mid-$180, which is
more than $10 per cwt
higher than they were in
late May. As I write this in
mid-July, I would remind
everyone that this creates
pricing opportunities for
summer stocker opera-

tions, and spring calving
cow-calf operations, that
will be marketing cattle this
fall.

Producers that use
Livestock Risk Protection
(LRP) insurance, which is
heavily subsidized and scal-
able to smaller quantities,
need to remember that the
minimum length of cover-
age is 13 weeks. So, the first
available ending dates for
LRP policies being pur-
chased right now are in
mid-October. For a lot of
people, that means it is
time to act if they want to
manage price risk for this
fall. There is no way to
know where these markets
are headed, but there are
opportunities to take
advantage of this recent
price run up.

SLS

FARMS AND RANCHES FOR SALE

Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548

Mobile: 214-676-6973
Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net

Accredit Buyer Representation (ABR) - We Can Help Buyers.

31-Real Estate For Sale

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

270 Acres. Mitchell County, Texas. Just off I-20, Loraine, Texas. 270 Acres with nice
cash flow. 6 wind turbins. 90 acres of limestone that crushes and is very sough after.
Irrigation well and equipment. Nice modest home and other improvements. 1/4 oil and
gas minerals. Offered at 2.2 million.
198 Acres. Fannin County, Texas. Trenton, Texas north of MeKinney, south of Bonham.
Good county road frontage. Rural water, electricity. Fast growing area. $20,000.00 per
acre.
83 Acres. Kaufman County, Texas. 26 miles Southeast
of Dallas. Long road frontage on FM 1390 near state
Hwy. 34. 6 inch waterline along the front, electricity.
Sandy soil. Offered at $20,000.00 per acre.

was underway in others.
Many cotton acres contin-
ued to struggle and might
not be harvested. Produc-
ers also started harvesting
sesame fields. Most early
planted grain corn and
sorghum was harvested
with poor yields reported.
Peanuts were pegging.
Citrus and sugarcane con-
tinued to be irrigated.
Water levels in Falcon
Lake were very low.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions continued to
decline, and supplemental
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Hay harvests were
well below normal, and
supplies were tightening
leading to rising bale
prices. Deliveries of hay
were increasing. Cattle
producers were thinning or
liquidating herds. Sale
barns were reporting lower
prices on cattle with fair to
poor body condition
scores. Sunflower and
sorghum food plots were in
poor condition. Wildlife,
including deer, were being
provided supplemental
feed, and fawn sightings
were reported. Feed prices
continued to be high.
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After finishing his ten-
ure with Rocking Chair 
Ranch in 2009, McClintock 
continued marketing cat-
tle and started a consulting 
business. From coast to 
coast, McClintock has as-
sisted Hereford breeders of 
all sizes with their market-

ing efforts, while continu-
ing to judge major cattle 
shows.

Today, McClintock 
is still a tireless supporter 
of the breed. He lives and 
breathes Hereford cattle.

“Mark McClintock 
truly loves Hereford cat-
tle and the people within 
this breed,” writes Jason 

Hoffman, Hoffman Ranch, 
in his letter to the selec-
tion committee. “I couldn’t 
think of a better person 
who exemplifies the Hall 
of Merit qualifications than 
Mark. He is respected by 
breeders around the world 
and has devoted his life to 
creating the best cattle he 
can with his natural ability.”

McClintock...
(Continued from page 12)
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weighted average of $236
per hundredweight in 2014.
Calf prices peaked in late
October 2014 at around
$283 per hundredweight.

“The beef cattle market
isn’t something that turns
on a dime,” he said. “It
takes time. Cattle are a
long-term cycle, and I sus-
pect this will all play out
similarly to the years fol-
lowing the 2011 drought.”

Anderson’s concern
about the Texas herd this
time compared to 2011 is
that replacement heifers –
the young, future calf-pro-
ducing cows – are at their
lowest point nationally
since USDA began keep-
ing numbers in 1973.

The number of beef
replacement heifers fell to
4.15 million in July, which
represents around 13.7%
of the national cattle herd,
Anderson said. There were
more replacement heifers
available in 2011, but
heifers made up 13.4% of
the herd at the time.

“That means we are
going to see tight supplies
of replacement heifers, and
were it to rain and break
the drought and pastures
recover, we’ll see higher
replacement heifer prices,”

he said. “The absolute
numbers of heifers in 2011
through 2014 are interest-
ing because it indicates a
lot of Texas heifers were
shipped elsewhere. But this
year, we’re already looking
at the bottom in terms of
estimated numbers.”

Anderson said rainfall
spurring winter forages and
good spring growth could
trigger a reversal, but that a
fall and winter with below-
average rainfall could
make conditions even ugli-
er for Texas cattle produc-
ers going into the spring
calving season.

Despite the relatively
good prices cattle produc-
ers are seeing at sale barns
now, they are also dealing
with much higher input and
feed costs compared to a
decade ago. Corn and hay
prices will continue to
weigh on calf prices.

AgriLife Extension
beef cattle specialists are
warning producers to cal-
culate stockpiled forages,
hay rations and potential
feed costs against calf sale
potential. Feeding cows for
extended periods could
exceed expected price
increases on calves.

“If there is any way to

keep young cows and hold
on to some replacement
heifers, we’re going to see
record-high calf prices,” he
said. “I think that’s an
opportunity, but that’s also
easier said than done.”

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled the
following summaries:

CENTRAL: The dis-
trict reported no precipita-
tion and record-setting
high temperatures. Soil
moisture levels were very
short and severe drought
conditions continued. Pas-
ture conditions were very
poor and declining, and
stock tanks were dropping
with some already dry.
Ranchers were reducing
livestock numbers due to
hay shortages and escalat-
ing hay prices. Corn har-
vest was in full swing with
below average yields re-
ported. Few reported corn
yields were exceeding 100
bushels per acre, with most
acres yielding 50-70 bush-
els and some yielding be-
low 50 bushels per acre.
Sorghum was being har-
vested as well with decent
yields reported. Some spe-
cialty crops like double-
crop sesame looked sur-

(Continued from page 13)
Crops...

(Continued on page 15)

www.gillespielivestock.comGLC
GLC

GILLESPIE LIVESTOCK COMPANY
Fredericksburg, Texas

Weekly Sale:
Sheep & Goat Sale - Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Cattle - Wednesday, 12:00 noon
Special Calf & Weaned Stocker/Feeder Sale -

Second Wednesday of each month.

Gillespie Livestock Company
Office: 830/997-4394 • Fax: 830/997-5804

Wayne Geistweidt (C) 830/889-4394
Shaun Geistweidt (C) 830/998-4233
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AgriLife TODAY

Texas crop, weather
Shrinking cattle herd could
equal high calf, beef prices

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
The shrinking Texas

cattle herd is likely to trans-
late into higher calf and
beef prices years beyond a
break in the 2022 drought,
according to a Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, said Texas cattle pro-
ducers have culled earlier
and deeper than normal
this year due to drought.
He suspects the number of
culls, and the small number
of replacement heifers
could mean post-drought
herd recovery could be
longer than the years fol-
lowing record drought in
2011. It could also drive calf
prices toward records set in
2014.

“It’s clearly bad out
there based on the number
of culls we’ve seen,” he
said. “Drought is forcing
the issue. Whether it is zero
grazing, low forage stocks,
high feed and hay prices, or
running low on water,
Texas ranchers are facing
tough decisions right now.”

Historically, Texas ac-
counts for a big chunk of
the U.S. beef cattle herd.
Mother Nature’s impact on
Texas ranchers is likely to
ripple into sale barns and
grocery stores around the
country years beyond the
drought. The U.S. herd has
been shrinking in recent
years, and the Texas
drought is further reducing
cattle numbers.

The U.S. beef cow herd
was just over 30 million
head in January, down 2%
compared to last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.
The total estimated inven-
tory of Texas cows that had
calved and heifers was 5.1
million head, down 3%
compared to 2020.

Anderson said this
weather-related contrac-
tion is impacting producers
negatively. There are no
estimates available that
quantify the economic
hardship Texas’ ranchers

have endured so far in
2022, but livestock losses

during the 2011 drought
were estimated to be $3.23

billion.
Losses included the

increased cost of feeding
livestock due to the lack of
pastures and ranges and
market losses. Market loss-
es included the impact of
fewer pounds sold per calf
and any impact on market
prices due to above-normal
cattle sale volumes over a
short time.

The 2011 drought was a
bad time for ranchers, but
the years following includ-
ed historic cow/calf prices
as the Texas and U.S. herd
numbers recovered.

Anderson said nominal
prices are higher now than
in 2011 as the drought was

taking hold and forcing
widespread herd consoli-
dation and liquidations.
The weekly weighted aver-
age price for 500-600-
pound steers at auctions
across Texas in 2011 was
$139.73 per hundredweight

compared to $181.12 per
hundredweight so far this
year.

Record prices occurred
as the beef cattle herd
recovered, and the same
weight class steers rose to a

(Continued on page 14)
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completion with reduced
yields reported. Grain
sorghum was a failure.
Cotton continued to hang
on despite high tempera-
tures and low moisture, and
yield potential was looking
below average. Concerns
were setting in about get-
ting wheat established with
limited soil moisture.
Pasture conditions were
very poor and continued to
decline. Cattle body con-
dition scores were begin-
ning to decrease due to
poor grazing conditions.
Producers were feeding
hay and other forage sup-
plements but were culling
cattle. Stock tanks/ponds
were a major concern, and
many were going dry.

ROLLING PLAINS:
Conditions were hot and
dry. Sporadic rains were

received. Pastures were
mostly brown. Some field-
work was done in prepara-
tion for wheat planting.
Many corn, sorghum and
forage crops were failures.
Some corn producers were
reporting 25% harvestable
grain. Some sorghum fields
were heading out. Cotton
yields were expected to be
down with most cotton in
northern areas struggling
from drought. Livestock
producers were providing
supplemental feed or sell-
ing animals. Water sources
were starting to get low,
and hay supplies were lim-
ited. Producers were test-
ing forage for prussic acid
and nitrate poisoning
before turning cattle on
pastures.

COASTAL BEND:
Isolated showers were
reported, but the district
remained in extreme
drought. Cotton and rice

harvests were underway
and progressing quickly in
the hot, dry weather condi-
tions. Cotton yields were
below normal. All corn and
sorghum fields were har-
vested. Rangeland and pas-
tures were worsening, and
even well-managed pas-
tures were in poor shape. A
little hay under irrigation
was being harvested. Cattle
producers were actively
baling corn, grain sorghum
and rice stubble as alterna-
tive forages in response to
the current drought, but
there were concerns about
nitrates and prussic acid.
More cattle were being
taken to local auctions as
pastures and resources
were depleted. The pecan
crop looked good, and fun-
gal problems have been
nonexistent with the lack of
moisture; producers were
having to water heavily.

EAST: The district

received a little rainfall, but
storms caused heavy dam-
age and did not relieve
drought conditions. Polk
County reported increased
wildfire activity. Pasture
and rangeland conditions
were very poor. Subsoil and
topsoil conditions were
very short. Many producers
were feeding hay or cubes
or a combination for sup-
plementation. Beef cattle
herds continued to be sold
off. Stock pond and creek
water levels were drying
up. Anderson County
reported a problem with
grasshoppers.

SOUTH PLAINS: The
district received a brief rain
shower, but conditions
remained very dry. Some
dryland cotton was begin-
ning to bloom, but plants
were only about 6 inches
tall. Bollworms were
beginning to pick up in
non-Bt cotton. Corn ear-

worm numbers increased
as the corn dried down.

PANHANDLE: Some
parts of the Panhandle
received much-needed
rainfall. Southern parts of
the district received from 2-
6 inches of rain. Large por-
tions of the district
remained extremely dry.
Producers in areas that
received significant rains
should have enough mois-
ture to finish off the cotton
crop and have some soil
moisture to get early plant-
ed wheat to emerge. While
the rain was most benefi-
cial for the crops, it did not
take long for the moisture
to dissipate due to
extremely high tempera-
tures. Irrigation continued
for most of the district.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions were very poor
to poor. Crop conditions
were fair to good.

NORTH: Topsoil mois-

ture throughout the district
was very short. Some coun-
ties received scattered
showers, but hot, windy
conditions persisted.
Sorghum was harvested for
grain and then baled for
hay. Grass along the sides
of roadways was being
baled for hay as well. Hay
prices continued to rise,
and people were getting
desperate. Crops and pas-
tures without irrigation
were suffering. More cattle
were being sold weekly as
grazing and hay supplies
continued to decline.

WEST CENTRAL:
Daytime temperatures
remained over 100 degrees,
and conditions continued
to decline. Some field
preparation began in hopes
that rain would allow fall
planting of small grains.
Cotton was progressing
fast with the sun and heat.

(Continued from page 9)
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For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings

SOLD: 1,771 Cattle    •    HORSES: 0

SHEEP & GOATS: 3

MARKET TREND: Steady/Active

Your livestock marketing needs are best served by those who share your
concerns and live and operate in the same world you live in.

Our facilities offer you competitive commission rates and quality care.
We are a family owned and operated business.

Give us a call. We will market and care for your cattle like they were our
very own.

BEEVILLE
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION, INC.

Sale every Friday 11:00 a.m.
Hwy. 59 East • Beeville, Texas

Beeville Livestock • (361) 358-1727
Gary & Rodney Butler, Owners

Rodney Butler, Manager • (361) 645-5002

NIXON
LIVESTOCK COMMISSION, INC.

Sale every Monday 10:30 a.m.
Hwy. 87 East • Nixon, Texas

(830) 582-1561 or (830) 582-1562
Gary & Rodney Butler, Owners

Gary Butler, Manager • (830) 857-4330

Intersection of Highway 75 & Highway 79, Buffalo, Texas
Owners Russ deCordova, Cody deCordova

Find us on Facebook Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Inc.
Buffalo Livestock Marketing, Inc.

P.O. Drawer P, Buffalo, TX 75831 • Phone 903-322-4940

BUFFALO LIVESTOCK
MARKETING INC

• Sale every Saturday @ 12 •
NOW ACCEPTING INTERNET BIDDERS

For PRECONDITIONED SALES!
Please visit www.liveauction.tv

to register and view the sale.

BUFFALO LIVESTOCK
MARKETING INC

A division of Superior Livestock
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Economics
What does it cost to carry 

a cow? What is the cost of pro-
duction in the cattle business? 
These are questions that arise 
on occasion, but few people ac-
tually take the time to calculate 
their cost of production. There 
are annual budgets available 
through the land grant univer-
sities that provide an outline 
of production costs, and those 
budgets are meant to be a guide 
for individual operations to de-
velop a production budget for 
their operation. The primary 
objective of a budget is to de-
termine costs, compare those 
costs to revenues, and finally 
make management decisions 
that increase profits.

What is the largest cost of 
production in the cattle busi-
ness? Most people would say 
feed, which would be pur-
chased feed, hay and pasture, 
but the biggest cost category in 
most cattle operations is own-
ing the cattle. It is easy to see 
from the stocker or feedlot per-
spective in that purchasing the 
animals is a tremendous cost. 
For example, given the aver-
age market price of 550 pound 
steers as of this writing, a steer 
costs more than $1,350. That 

same animal as an 850 pound 
steer is valued near $2,000. 
Owning the animal is also the 
largest cost in the cow-calf 
business. It is clearly witnessed 
when a bred female is pur-
chased, but it is more often ex-
perienced when a producer re-
tains a heifer to put back in the 
breeding herd instead of selling 
the heifer. The cost of that ani-
mal was her value at weaning 
plus the cost of getting her to 
calving.

Moving away from the cost 
of the animals, feed cost does 
tend to be the largest cost cate-
gory. Based on the University 
of Tennessee cow-calf budget, 
pasture, hay and supplemental 
feed accounts for nearly 80 per-
cent of the production expenses 
and over 50 percent of the total 
cost of production. The remain-
der of the production expenses 
is composed of salt and min-
eral, herd health, reproductive 
costs, and labor.

Some costs that are often 
overlooked include interest, 
land rent, marketing costs, and 
depreciation. Many people 
overlook interest expenses and 
land rent because they are not 
borrowing money and they 

own the land they are utiliz-
ing. However, every dollar that 
is used in the cattle herd has 
an interest expense, because 
that money could be doing 
something else to earn a dollar. 
Similarly, the failure to apply 
a land rent cost to owned land 
is a mistake, because that land 
could be rented to someone 
else. The truth of the matter is 
producers should apply a cost 
to these categories to gain a bet-
ter understanding of a return to 
their management. Marketing 
costs often come out of the cat-
tle check at the auction barn, 
which means they are dollars 
the cattle producer never sees. 
These cannot be overlooked. 
This is a real cost of production 
even though it is taken out at the 
time of sell.

This now brings the conver-
sation to depreciation. Many 
people consider depreciation 
of equipment, buildings, and 
other items that have a tax de-
preciation schedule. However, 
these are not the only things de-
preciating. Cows depreciate as 
well. For example, if bred heif-
ers are worth $2,500 per head 
today, is she still worth that 
when she is five years old or 

nine years old? Occasionally, 
bred female values will in-
crease from when they are a 
bred heifer to when they are 
three or four years old, which 
means they appreciated in 
value. However, cows typically 
depreciate in value the older 
they get. This may not seem 
like a big deal, but that $2,500 
heifer today may only have a 
salvage value of $1,000 when 
she is ten years old. That means 
she depreciated nearly $200 per 
year when using straight line 
depreciation.

Cost of production is prob-
ably not at the top of most 
producers’ minds right now, 
because calf and feeder cattle 
prices are extremely strong. 
However, production costs al-
ways influence profits regard-
less of how high cattle prices 
are. Producers should probably 
take the time to sketch out a 
budget to see where their costs 
are too high and even where 
more money is needed to pro-
duce the cattle desired by the 
market. Ignorance and laziness 
are not excuses that will protect 
a person from losing money 
or failing to be as profitable as 
they can be.

2023 USDA Land Values summary
By Tiffany Lashmet, Texas AgriLife Extension

Earlier this fall, the USDA 
released its annual Land 
Values Summary for 2023.  

Not surprisingly, the report 
indicates increasing values 
nationwide over the past year.   
For “farm real estate value,” 
which takes into account the 
value of all land and buildings 
on farms, the U.S. average 
value was $4,080, up 7.4% 
from 2022.  For cropland, the 
nationwide average value 
increased 8.1% to $5,460/
acre.  For pastureland, the na-
tionwide average value was 
$1,760/acre, up 6.7% from last 
year.

The report also looks at 

various regional measure-
ments.

l Farm real estate aver-
age value is the highest in the 
Corn Belt region (IL, IN, IA, 
MO, OH) at $8,100/acre.  The 
highest state value is found in 
Rhode Island at $18,300/acre.  
The lowest regional average 
was $1,450 for the Mountain 
region (AZ, CO, ID, MT, NV, 
NM, UT, WY).  The lowest 
state value is New Mexico 
at $610.  By way of compar-
ison, Texas and Oklahoma 
make up the Southern Plains 
region, which has an average 
of $2,800.

l For cropland values, 

New Jersey reports the highest 
at $18,100/acre, while region-
ally the Pacific region shows 
the highest values at an aver-
age of $8,800/acre.  Mountain 
region reported the lowest 
cropland average value at 
$2,410/acre with the Southern 
Plains region slightly higher at 
$2,480.

l Pasture average value 
per acre was highest in New 
Jersey at $16,600 and region-
ally highest in the Southeast 
(AL, FL, GA, SC) at $5,050 
and lowest in the Mountain re-
gion at $808.  For the Southern 
Plains region, pastureland 
value came in at an average of 

$2,150.
Looking specifically at Texas:
l Farm real estate average 

value: $2,900/acre, a 9.4% in-
crease from 2022.

l Cropland average value: 
$2,590/acre.  This is up 7% from 
a year ago.  This includes an ir-
rigated average of $3,050 and 
non-irrigated average of $2,520.

l Pastureland average value:  
$2,200/acre, up 7.3%.

To view the entire report and see com-

plete information for each state and region, 
visit https://downloads.usda.library.cor-
nell.edu/usda-esmis/files/pn89d6567/9w-
033j15z/2v23xb225/land0823.pdf.
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