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Texas cattle producers 
should be planning ahead 
and ready for scenarios that 
put them in good position 
to capitalize on a poten-
tially strong post-drought 
cattle market, according 
to a Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service expert.

Jason Cleere, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension state-
wide beef cattle special-
ist, Bryan-College Station, 
said cattle producers face 
a range of challenges and 
concerns as herds enter 

fall and winter, particu-
larly those related to rainfall 
between now and spring.

Producers need to mini-
mize costs while maximiz-
ing their herd’s productivity 
through these challenges be-
cause cattle market outlooks 
are positive, Cleere said.

According to the U.S. 
Drought Monitor, rain-
fall events in mid-August 
through early September 
reduced the percentage of 
the state experiencing some 
form of drought. More than 
99% of Texas was experienc-
ing drought on Aug. 2 com-
pared to 78% on Sept. 13, but 
the percentage has climbed 
back to 89% as of Oct. 4.

The next drought monitor 
report is expected to show 
worsening drought condi-
tions due to recent high tem-
peratures and lack of rain-
fall, he said. The weather is 
expected to shift toward an 
El Niño pattern by spring, 
but the lingering La Niña 
patterns, which typically de-
liver warmer, drier weather to 
most of Texas, have left big 
question marks for producers.

Cleere said many pro-
ducers still face tough deci-
sions on their herds related 
to the potential costs of 
keeping cattle based on their 
operation’s stocking rates 
and forage stocks. Some 
producers are facing deci-
sions based on low pond or 
stock tank water levels.

Cow and calf prices are 
expected to rise following 
widespread herd consolida-
tion across the state due to 
drought, he said. Producers 
should be mapping out their 
winter based on available 
grazing, forage and hay 
stocks, as well as expected 
costs for supplemental feed.

The goal should be to 
maintain a good body con-
dition score going into the 
calving seasons so that those 
cows will breed back to en-
sure a good calf crop the fol-
lowing year, Cleere said. 

“I am optimistic about 
cattle numbers and future 
demand over the next few 
years,” he said. “We could be 
poised to be as good or better 
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Cattle producers are feeding supplemental feed to help get their herds through the drought. (Texas A&M AgriLife 
photo by Adam Russell)

than 2014-2015, so we need 
to be thinking about the calf 
crop that will be hitting the 
market, and the costs of preg-
nancy rates and supplementa-
tion through winter. My fear 
is that producers will try to 
cut corners, and that it could 
impact the calf crop, fertility 
and the timely breed-back of 
cows, which would impact 
the next year’s calf crop.”
Be efficient rather than cut 

corners
Nutrition is not the place 

to cut corners, Cleere said.
Producers should aim 

for a body condition score 
of five for cows at calv-
ing, he said. This provides 
a buffer for lactating cows 
that will help them main-
tain a good condition as 
they recover for breeding. 

Improving an operation’s 
efficiency when it comes to 
animal nutrition can be done 
in several ways, he said.

Cleere recommends test-

ing hay to determine the nu-
tritive value and what type 
of nutritional supplemen-
tation may be necessary. 
Many hay producers reduced 
fertilizer applications due 
to higher nitrogen prices 
this season, and hay quality 
could be lower than normal.

“Hay supplies are much 
better than they were 60 days 
ago, but ranchers will still be 
cutting it close,” he said. “It’s 
a great idea to test hay and 
let that guide the supplemen-
tal diet in an efficient way.”

Producers should also 
look into purchasing sup-
plemental feed in bulk 
rather than by the bag or 
pricing other supplements 
with nutrition per pound 
in mind, he said. Total di-
gestible nutrients per pound 
of feed is an important con-
sideration because some 
less expensive rations may 
include higher amounts of 
fiber, which reduces the 

energy value of the feed.
Cleere said producers 

could also consider pric-
ing troughs to reduce waste.

“Under wetter conditions, 
you may lose 20%-30% of 
cubes, and you can see a lot 
of nutrition go to waste on 
the ground,” he said. “The 
key is looking for efficiency 
in our feed management 
and getting the most out of 
every dollar you spend.”

Winter pasture could be 
good investment

Warm-season pastures 
are playing out at this point.

The investment in winter 
pasture, including ryegrass, 
could be another way to pro-
vide efficient nutrition for 
cattle, Cleere said. But that 
option is heavily dependent 
on whether fields receive 
timely rainfall events to fuel 
germination, establish good 
stands and growth if win-
ter temperatures are mild, 
or during spring green up.

“There is certainly an op-
portunity to overseed with 
ryegrass, especially with the 
lack of thatch in many pas-
tures,” he said. “Fertilizer 
prices have come down, 
but the question is will it 
rain enough to get ryegrass 
pastures up and keep them 
going through spring.”

Cleere said overseeding 
ryegrass in East Texas typi-
cally begins around Oct. 15, 
but that very few producers 
were preparing yet due to the 
moisture situation. Producers 
should be ready to capital-
ize on positive weather pat-
terns if they are looking to 
establish winter pasture.

During the drought in 
2011, Cleere said his oper-
ation received its first rain 
the week of Thanksgiving. 
He overseeded a sacrifice 
pasture that was grazed 
down with ryegrass the 
day after Thanksgiving.

(Continued on page 6)
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import
Statistics For 7-28-22

SPECIES: 7-23-2022: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 1,612 1,390 50,293
b. Breeding Males 27 11 1,712
c. Breeding Females 17 1 802
Total 1,656 1,402 52,807
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 149 104 1,115
c. Breeding Females 0 249 4,598
Total 149 353 5,713

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 100 118 3,551
Total 100 118 3,553

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 418 305 7,772
b. Breeding Males 20 13 597
c. Breeding Females 34 43 1,000
d. Geldings 25 31 463
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 11
Total 497 392 9,843

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 102

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 8-2-2022: 1-1-22 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 8,696 276,419

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 1,558 103,375

A Tex by any other name
There was a time when

anybody from Texas who
made a name in the wider
world was invariably given
a new nickname: Tex. We
point to cowboy singer and
actor Tex Ritter, boxing
promoter Tex Rickard and
jazz saxophonist Tex
Beneke as prime examples.

Tex Avery was another
and I dare say there are
more people familiar with
his work than the other
three combined. Ever
watch a Bugs Bunny, Daffy
Duck, or Porky Pig car-
toon? Then you’re familiar
with Tex Avery’s contribu-
tion to American culture.

Born in Taylor in 1908,
Frederick Bean Avery was
a direct descendant of
Daniel Boone and Judge
Roy Bean. The family was
proud of its connection to
Boone but took pains to
hide their relation to Bean.

Avery’s grandmother
urged him to never tell any-
one of the judge in the fam-
ily closet because “he’s a
no-good skunk.”

Avery graduated from
North Dallas High School
in 1926 when the popular
catchphrase for teens was,
“What’s up, doc?” He stud-
ied art and drawing in
Chicago for a summer but
returned to Dallas that fall
to work odd jobs. A couple
of years later he took a road
trip to California with some
friends. The friends went
back to Dallas but Avery
stayed in California, un-
loading produce trucks by
day, sleeping on the beach
at night, and trying to sell

his cartoons to local papers.
A job at the Walter

Lantz studio as an assistant
animator for “Oswald the
Lucky Rabbit” cartoon
series led Avery to the real-
ization that he wasn’t the
best artist on the lot— far
from it— so he took it upon
himself to learn as much as
he could about every
aspect of production.

By the end of his stay at
the Lantz studio, Avery
had directed two full-
length animated features
and gained the nickname
he would become known

by: Tex. He also lost use of
his left eye during some
playful office hijinks fea-
turing paper clips and a
game of catch.

In 1935 Avery went to
work for Warner Brothers,
where he produced his
best-known work. Working
from an office dubbed
Termite Palace because of
the heavy presence of said
insects,

Avery oversaw a team
that included artist Chuck
Jones and voice-over leg-
end Mel Blanc. From

(Continued on page 12)

In case you haven’t
heard, the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has extend-
ed the deadline to apply for
the Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP), indefinitely.
This extension allows for
producers to sign and
return the pre-filled appli-
cation for Phase 1 of the
ERP.

There still remains a
considerable amount of
confusion about what is
represented on the form.
First of all, if you have
received this form, you
have participated and have
received indemnities in
either the Pasture Range-
land Forage (PRF) crop
insurance policy or from
the Noninsured Crop Di-
saster Assistance Program
(NAP) that is administered
through the FSA—or both.

The indemnities listed
on this prefilled form are a
result of indemnities
received in 2020, 2021 and
the early months of 2022.
Specifically, the PRF in-
demnities are those hay-
able or improved grasses

acres listed on your policy
from these time periods.
What is important to note
is that the grazing only
acres of your policy will be
covered through the
Emergency Livestock Re-
lief Program (ELRP) that
will be administered at the
FSA office through the
Livestock Forage Program
(LRP). 

The interesting thing
here to note is that for
ELRP or LFP to kick in for
your county, your county
would have to be declared
in a disaster for those time
periods. For many counties
in Texas, this means that
you would not be eligible
for ELRP or LFP for 2020
or 2021 because your coun-
ty did not qualify. And for
some counties, even the
early part of 2022 had not
yet qualified.

So, for you producers
with PRF policies that have
improved pastures that
have been properly desig-
nated, you most likely will
be eligible for ERP pay-
ments that will really help

you. Remember how your
policy works. Remember
that you are insuring 2-
month intervals that stand
independently of each
other. For example, for my
grid in Henderson County,
my September-October
interval reported at 34.4%
of normal, which was
enough to cover my entire
yearly premium plus about
58%. I had only one other
interval that reported
below normal (73.5%).
The rest of the year was
fantastic. But even with the
dry September-October,
our county was not desig-
nated in the D2 or higher
stage for long enough to
declare the county.

We have told customers
for many years that you
your PRF policy can pay
you indemnities in even the
overall good years—not
just the bad years like 2011
or now 2022. 

Signup time for PRF in
2023 will start in mid-
September, after the new
rates are published. The
lesson I would try to con-
vey to everyone today is
that the PRF policy is here
to help you. Not just in bad
years like we have now, but
in relatively good years as
well. We have a new agent
coming on board this fall to
assist us in helping you. If
you are not covered, please
call soon so that we can get
the ball rolling. If you are
insured but think your
acres may not be classified
properly, give us a call. We
are here to serve your
needs.
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USDA Livestock Export/Import
Statistics For 10/20/22

SPECIES: 10/15/22: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE

a. Slaughter 1,531 1,353 65,935
b. Breeding Males 78 35 2,244
c. Breeding Females 50 53 1,111

Total 1,659 1,441 69,290
2) HOGS

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 103 1,274
c. Breeding Females 2,225 0 13,257

Total 2,225 103 14,531
3) SHEEP

a. Slaughter 0 0 0
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0

b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
4) DAIRY CATTLE

a. Breeding Males 0 0 2
b. Breeding Females 79 0 4,515

Total 79 0 4,517
5) GOATS

a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0
6) HORSES

a. Slaughter 300 489 12,839
b. Breeding Males 26 65 1,077
c. Breeding Females 51 85 1,692
d. Geldings 11 31 660
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 14

Total 388 670 16,282
7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 109

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 10/15/22: 1-1-22 - Present
FEEDER CATTLE 10,296 346,992

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 3,105 131,673

The old gringo in Texas
At the ripe of old age of 

71, writer and civil war vet-
eran Ambrose Bierce wrote 
to his niece, “Goodbye. If 
you hear of my being stood 
up against a Mexican stone 
wall and shot to rags please 
know that I think that a pretty 
good way to depart this life. 
It beats old age, disease, or 
falling down the cellar stairs. 
To be a gringo in Mexico 
– ah, that is euthanasia.”

That last line inspired 
the title of novelist Carlos 
Fuentes highly regarded 
novel of speculation about 

Bierce’s fate, The Old 
Gringo. An aging Gregory 
Peck played Bierce as the 
old Gringo in the movie ver-
sion. But what really  hap-
pened to Bierce in Mexico? 
Or did he meet his fate in 
Texas? A hundred years later, 
the mystery and circum-
stances surrounding Bierce’s 
death are as well-known 
as his oft-cited book The 
Devil’s Dictionary, but we 
still don’t know the answer. 

Historians generally 
believe that Bierce died in 
Mexico in a futile search 
for Pancho Villa and the 
next big story. The image 
of being “shot to rags” is as 
good a guess as any about 
what happened to Bierce. 
But it’s still just a guess. 

Because he passed 
through Texas on his way to 
Mexico, an alternative his-
tory suggesting that Bierce 
died in Texas— in Marfa to 
be precise— has taken hold 
in some quarters. The jus-
tification for this view is a 
letter written to the editor of 
the Marfa Newspaper, the 
Big Bend Sentinel, in 1990. 

“Neither (Pancho) Villa 
nor his men had any involve-
ment in the disappearance 
of Ambrose Bierce,” the let-
ter read. “Bierce died on the 
night of January 17, 1914, 
and was buried in a common 
grave in Marfa the follow-
ing morning, in a cemetery 
located southwest of the old 
Blackwell school and across 
from the Shafter road.” 

The letter writer was a 
man from California named 
Abelardo Sanchez who was 
born in Marfa and lived 
there until he was 16. He was 

driving back to Marfa from 
California one day when 
he picked up an old man 
named Agapito Montoya, 
who had a story to tell.

Montoya told Sanchez 
that he survived the battle of 
Ojinga against Pancho Villa 
and was fleeing the scene 
when he and three fellow 
soldiers came across a sick 
old Anglo man who said he 
was looking to find Villa in 
order to write an article about 
him. The soldiers told him 
that wasn’t going to happen 
because they were doing 
their best to get away from 
Villa. He offered the soldiers 
20 pesos each to take him 
to Marfa, and they agreed.

On the way, the old man 
told the soldiers he had writ-
ten a popular book. Montoya 
remembered that it had the 
word “devil” in it. The name 
he remembered wasn’t 
Ambrose Bierce exactly, 
but it was close. Elements of 
the U.S. Third Cavalry cap-
tured the soldiers and the old 
gringo after they crossed the 
Rio Grande into Texas. The 
cavalrymen didn’t believe 
the old man was a famous 
writer, and he was taken pris-
oner. He supposedly died 
in Marfa a few days later. 

Jake Silverstein, the for-
mer editor of Texas Monthly 
and now editor of New York 
Times Magazine, stumbled 
across the letter when he was 
a young reporter in Marfa. 

“The more I learned 
about Bierce, the more cred-
ible Sanchez’s letter looked 
to me,” Silverstein wrote. 
“His version of Bierce’s end 
was so Biercian…A proud 

(Continued on page 8)

We are now halfway 
through the Fall bull sale sea-
son, and I’d have to say the 
market has been very good 
in anticipation of higher pro-
jected calf markets next year. 
U.S. cowherd herd numbers 
are certain to be down. At 
some point, the numbers of 
cattle on feed will reflect this. 

There have been years, 
if you will recall, that even 
with lower numbers on 
feed, that pounds of beef re-
mained steady due to larger 
carcasses. When you go to 
killing them at 1,500 pounds, 
as opposed to 1,250, that 
makes a pretty big difference.

But in order to truly take 
advantage of larger car-
casses, we really need to 
get back to utilizing more 
heterosis as an industry. 
That’s right. Good old fash-
ioned cross-breeding! The 
advantages of higher aver-
age daily gains, better feed 
conversion rates, higher red 
meat yields and even lower 
death loss rates come when 
you utilize cross breeding.

We are starting to see the 
feedyards, and even the pack-

ers, talk more about the ad-
vantages of crossbreeding. 
And I really think it is start-
ing to show up in the bull 
averages of breeds across 
the board. Whereas in the 
past, we may only see in-
creases in one or two breeds.

For those of you not 
signed up for Pasture 
Rangeland Forage (PRF) in-
surance, the time is coming 
soon. The deadline is Dec. 
1st. But please don’t wait 
until the last day. In addi-
tion to paperwork, we have 
to make sure we have all 
your acres and that all these 
acres are insurable. We will 
need some time to map these 
acres and then formulate a 
plan that works for you. So 
call us as soon as possible.

And pay close attention 
to Brian’s weather column. 
Especially if you are con-
sidering planting ryegrass, 
wheat or oats for grazing. 
Some areas of the coun-
try may better suited to use 
those funds on additional 
hay. Brian does a good job 
of forecasting so that hope-
fully you can make better 

management decisions.
If we can help you in 

any way, please let us know.

Visit
www.

SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com

for all of your 
advertising needs 

and the latest news 
and sale reports!
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USDA drought assistance
available to Texas ranchers

Source: USDA

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) reminds
drought-impacted ranchers
that they may be eligible
for financial assistance
through the Emergency
Assistance for Livestock,
honey Bees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program
(ELAP) to cover above
normal expenses for haul-
ing water or feed to live-
stock or hauling livestock
to forage or grazing acres.

“Severe and widespread
drought conditions are
having a catastrophic im-
pact on crops, grazing
acres, livestock and agricul-
tural operations state-
wide,” Kelly Adkins, state
executive director for FSA
in Texas, said. “Livestock
producers should check in
with FSA to request avail-
able ELAP assistance to
help offset the above nor-
mal economic impacts of
providing water, feed and
forage to carry livestock
through these extremely
harsh weather conditions.”

For eligible producers
in qualifying counties,
ELAP provides financial
assistance for:

•the transportation of
water to livestock;

•the above normal cost
of mileage for transporting
feed to livestock; and

•the above normal cost
of transporting livestock to
forage/grazing acres.*

•Hauling livestock one-
way, one haul per animal
reimbursement and no
payment for “empty
miles.”

Eligible livestock in-
clude cattle, bison, goats
and sheep, among others,
that are maintained for
commercial use and locat-
ed in a county where quali-
fying drought conditions
occur. A county must have
had D2 severe drought
intensity on the U.S.
Drought Monitor for eight
consecutive weeks during
the normal grazing period,
or D3 or D4 drought inten-
sity at any time during the
normal grazing period.
Producers must have risk in
both eligible livestock and
eligible grazing land in an
eligible county to qualify
for ELAP assistance.

Transporting water
For ELAP water trans-

portation assistance, ranch-
ers must be transporting
water to eligible livestock
on eligible grazing land

where adequate livestock
watering systems or facili-
ties were in place before
the drought occurred and
where water transportation
is not normally required.
ELAP covers costs associ-
ated with personal labor,
equipment, hired labor and
contracted water trans-
portation fees. Cost of the
water itself is not covered.
The ELAP payment for-
mula uses a national aver-
age price per gallon.

Transporting feed
ELAP provides finan-

cial assistance to livestock
producers who incur above

(Continued on page 9)

Maternally Speaking... You Can’t Find

A Better Breed Than Santa Gertrudis!
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Wholesale turkey prices rise as Thanksgiving 
approaches

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife TODAY
Turkey prices have 

been on the rise with 
Thanksgiving Day still more 
than a month away, accord-
ing to a Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service expert.

Market forces coupled 
with a force of nature – avian 
influenza – have disrupted 
the supply chain and caused 
turkey prices to trend up-
ward, leading to shortages 
for some wholesale buyers.

Wholesale prices for 
whole turkeys are sky high, 
said David Anderson, Ph.D., 
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Station. 
Last year, turkeys reached 
a record high of $1.39 per 
pound in early November, but 
that price had climbed $1.79 
per pound by Oct. 15, ac-
cording to U.S. Department 
of Agriculture data.

Anderson said the pri-
mary driver of this increase 
on already historically pricey 
whole birds has been bird 
losses to highly pathogenic 
bird influenza outbreaks 
over the past several months. 
The highly contagious and 
deadly avian influenza began 
hitting U.S. poultry pro-
duction this spring, with the 
first case in a Texas poultry 
flock reported on April 2.

The USDA-Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection 
Service reported more than 
47.45 million commercial 
poultry birds, including 
broiler and egg-laying chick-
ens, turkeys and various fowl 
have been lost to the virus 
that has been reported in 42 
states, including Alaska.

The disease has hit hard 
certain production farms 
that have egg-laying chicken 
flocks and turkeys. For this 
year, turkey production is 
about 5% less than last year. 

“The outbreaks may not 
be making headlines, but 
they are popping up here 
and there still,” Anderson 
said. “I saw that it wiped out 
50,000 turkeys at a farm in 
California, and it is happen-
ing to other poultry farms. 
These occurrences have dra-
matically impacted whole-
sale turkey prices and avail-
ability for some businesses.”
No shortage of turkeys for 

Thanksgiving

Anderson said the avian 
flu impact on turkey is es-
pecially disruptive because 

the length of time it takes 
to grow them – eggs incu-

(Continued on page 6)
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SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-21-22
VOLUME: 570
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 144-173 120-127
300-400 lbs. 143-165 130-145
400-500 lbs. 138-165 130-153
500-600 lbs. 136-157 130-149
600-700 lbs. 131-150 118-142
700-800 lbs. 123-145 122-131
Slaughter cows 20-73
Slaughter bulls 30-96
Stocker cows 73-85
Pairs —

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commission
Bryan, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-25-22
VOLUME: 988
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 170-200 138-165
300-400 lbs. 165-198 140-162
400-500 lbs. 150-199 132-165
500-600 lbs. 145-175 125-151
600-700 lbs. 142-166 122-139
700-800 lbs. 138-143 125-135
Slaughter cows 48-73
Slaughter bulls 75-88
Stocker cows 750-1100
Pairs 950-1300

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-24-22
VOLUME: 1654
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 122-212 104-160
300-400 lbs. 122-184 110-152
400-500 lbs. 124-176 108-152
500-600 lbs. 120-170 108-148
600-700 lbs. 114-154 104-144
700-800 lbs. 106-148 94-142
Slaughter cows 20-76
Slaughter bulls 66-96
Stocker cows 450-1175
Pairs 800-1400

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-24-22
VOLUME: 1343
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 109-200 98-158
300-400 lbs. 134-193 129-180
400-500 lbs. 142-191 133-165
500-600 lbs. 135-175 132-203
600-700 lbs. 130-160 125-160
700-800 lbs. 126-153 124-139
Slaughter cows 20-77
Slaughter bulls 82-104
Stocker cows 400-850
Pairs —

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-18-22
VOLUME: 410
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 135-165 125-140
300-400 lbs. 130-160 127-155
400-500 lbs. 136-165 130-145
500-600 lbs. 132-155 125-140
600-700 lbs. 125-145 115-135
700-800 lbs. 110-135 100-120
Slaughter cows 25-70
Slaughter bulls 60-95
Stocker cows 800-1100
Pairs 975-1300

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-19-22
VOLUME: 940
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 160-180 150-180
300-400 lbs. 160-185 150-167.50
400-500 lbs. 160-186 145-161
500-600 lbs. 145-178 130-154
600-700 lbs. 135-163 125-147
700-800 lbs. 130-144 110-129
Slaughter cows 50-72
Slaughter bulls 60-95
Stocker cows 800-1100
Pairs 1000-1400

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-20-22
VOLUME: 786
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 145-207 125-175
400-500 lbs. 145-180 130-170
500-600 lbs. 130-168 120-165
600-700 lbs. 125-155 115-150
700-800 lbs. 110-145 100-140
Slaughter cows 25-72
Slaughter bulls 80-88
Stocker cows 450-1250
Pairs 650-1475

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-20-22
VOLUME: 2252
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 162-185 131-159
300-400 lbs. 163-185 146-170
400-500 lbs. 162-188 146-162
500-600 lbs. 151-185 140-168
600-700 lbs. 144-150 139-153
700-800 lbs. 133-147 127-147
Slaughter cows 30-78
Slaughter bulls 60-92.5
Stocker cows 800-1325
Pairs —

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-24-22
VOLUME: 1346
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 148-210 139-180
300-400 lbs. 161-185 147-185
400-500 lbs. 151-180 144-180
500-600 lbs. 144-169 140-160
600-700 lbs. 137-159 134-165
700-800 lbs. 131-154 121-140
Slaughter cows 15-77
Slaughter bulls 75-98
Stocker cows 500-1050
Pairs 1075-1375

SALE: Lampasas Cattle Auction
Lampasas, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-12-22
VOLUME: 556
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 160-200 150-166
300-400 lbs. 153-190 148-168
400-500 lbs. 141-176 138-157
500-600 lbs. 125-177 132-154
600-700 lbs. 133-158 125-142
700-800 lbs. 128-145 106-136
Slaughter cows 30-72
Slaughter bulls 88-96
Stocker cows 700-1000
Pairs 1000-1400

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-18-22
VOLUME: 3348
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 138-203 135-168
300-400 lbs. 133-205 128-177
400-500 lbs. 129-190 123-170
500-600 lbs. 125-180 115-164
600-700 lbs. 118-174 110-159
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 50-72
Slaughter bulls 80-90
Stocker cows 590-1400
Pairs —

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-19-22
VOLUME: 889
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 150-187 120-150
300-400 lbs. 155-192 135-177
400-500 lbs. 150-177 138-177
500-600 lbs. 145-172 141-171
600-700 lbs. 135-151 129-148
700-800 lbs. 122-142 115-137
Slaughter cows 30-79
Slaughter bulls 65-83
Stocker cows 575-1200
Pairs 800-1275

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-22-22
VOLUME: 1112
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 180-210 155-192
400-500 lbs. 170-197 150-185
500-600 lbs. 150-188 145-177
600-700 lbs. 150-178 145-157
700-800 lbs. 152-156 140-158
Slaughter cows 57-80
Slaughter bulls 78-101
Stocker cows 900-1375
Pairs 1100-1575

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-22-22
VOLUME: 1827
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 110-195 110-185
300-400 lbs. 110-187.50 110-175
400-500 lbs. 110-182 110-195
500-600 lbs. 110-175 110-165
600-700 lbs. 110-156 110-140
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 20-70
Slaughter bulls 70-100
Stocker cows 700-1150
Pairs —

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-21-22
VOLUME: 1193
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 150-210 140-192
300-400 lbs. 145-190 135-163
400-500 lbs. 135-185 130-168
500-600 lbs. 130-172 120-167
600-700 lbs. 125-161 110-144
700-800 lbs. 110-143 105-143
Slaughter cows 19-78
Slaughter bulls 65-181
Stocker cows 600-1275
Pairs —

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-21-22
VOLUME: 1840
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 134-180 89-140
300-400 lbs. 141-196 115-170
400-500 lbs. 146-192 133-170
500-600 lbs. 145-163 129-158
600-700 lbs. 142-158 129-149
700-800 lbs. 137-149 118-145
Slaughter cows 20-74
Slaughter bulls 80-102
Stocker cows 75-99
Pairs 1100

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-22-22
VOLUME: 1192
TREND:  Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 183-210 160-175
300-400 lbs. 169-175 155-165
400-500 lbs. 163-167 140-145
500-600 lbs. 143-150 130-143
600-700 lbs. 139-141 128-130
700-800 lbs. 130-135 —
Slaughter cows 32-72
Slaughter bulls 83-99
Stocker cows 600-1100
Pairs 850-1300

SALE: Columbus Livestock Co.
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-19-22
VOLUME: 1097
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 140-185 130-192
300-400 lbs. 135-180 125-165
400-500 lbs. 130-178 120-151
500-600 lbs. 125-174 115-146
600-700 lbs. 115-156 110-141
700-800 lbs. 110-147 105-136
Slaughter cows 30-74
Slaughter bulls 65-105
Stocker cows 450-1275
Pairs —

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-25-22
VOLUME: 1129
TREND:  Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 100-190 90-175
300-400 lbs. 100-187.50 90-167.50
400-500 lbs. 100-187.50 90-155
500-600 lbs. 100-180 90-155
600-700 lbs. 100-154 80-140
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 20-76
Slaughter bulls 65-88
Stocker cows 400-1050
Pairs 750-1750

SALE: El Campo Livestock Auction
El Campo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 10-25-22
VOLUME: 1432
TREND:  Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 135-188 130-172
300-400 lbs. 146-187 140-178
400-500 lbs. 149-185 135-185
500-600 lbs. 143-166 133-160
600-700 lbs. 136-155 130-151
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 22-80
Slaughter bulls 70-95
Stocker cows 900-1050
Pairs —

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, October 20, 2022: Total receipts: 689, 
last reported (10-13-22) 1,531, last year 1,161. Feeder cattle 462 (67.1%), last reported (10-
13-22) 1,210 (79.0%), last year 906 (78.0%). Slaughter cattle 117 (17.0%), last reported 
(10-13-22) 168 (11.0%), last year 127 (10.9%). Replacement cattle 110 (16.0%), last reported 
(10-13-22) 153 (10.0%), last year 128 (11.0%). Compared to last week steer and heifer calves 
and yearlings steady. Slaughter cows cows weak; bulls steady. Stock cows and pairs steady in
light test. Trading and demand moderate. Supply included: 67% Feeder Cattle (50% Steers, 
43% Heifers, 7% Bulls); 17% Slaughter Cattle (81% Cows, 19% Bulls); 16% Replacement 
Cattle (96% Stock Cows, 4% Bred Cows). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 18%.

Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, October 24, 2022: Total re-
ceipts 7,938, last reported (10-17-22) 6,579, last year 7,966. Feeder cattle: 7,938 (100.0%), 
last reported (10-17-22) 6,579 (100.0%), last year 7,966 (100.0%). Compared to last week: 
Feeder steers 2.00 -5.00 higher.. Feeder heifers 1.00 - 4.00 higher. Steer calves unevenly 
steady. Heifers calves 2.00 - 5.00 higher. Demand moderate to good. Last Friday’s Cattle on 
Feed report bullish with less Placements and more Marketing’s. Cattle futures reflected that 
bullishness and traded in the green on Monday. Supply included several loads of thin fleshed 
feeders off grass. These sold to excellent demand. Quality average to attractive. Most of the 
region receiving much needed rainfall and cooler temperatures to follow. More moisture in 
the forecast this coming weekend. Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (60% Steers, 38% 
Heifers, 3% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 41%.

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, October 25, 2022: Sheep and goats: 
Total receipts 4,100, last reported (10-18-22) 4,131, last year 4,936. Feeder sheep/lambs 
0 (0.0%), last reported (10-18-22) 123 (3.0%), last year 49 (1.0%). Slaughter sheep/lambs 
2,050 (50.0%), last reported (10-18-22) 1,765 (42.7%), last year 1,696 (34.4%). Replace-
ment sheep/lambs 37 (0.9%), last reported (10-18-22) 41 (1.0%), last year 0 (0.0%). Feeder 
goats 164 (4.0%), last reported (10-18-22) 207 (5.0%), last year 148 (3.0%). Slaughter goats 
1,804 (44.0%), last reported (10-18-22) 1,706 (41.3%), last year 2,718 (55.1%). Replacement 
goats 45 (1.1%), last reported (10-18-22) 289 (7.0%), last year 325 (6.6%). Compared to last 
week slaughter lambs 20.00-30.00 higher. Slaughter ewes 10.00-20.00 higher. Feeder lambs 
not well tested. Nannies 5.00-15.00 higher; kids 10.00-15.00 higher. Trading fairly active, 
demand good. Supply included: 50% Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (8% Wooled & Shorn, 76% 
Hair Breeds, 6% Ewes, 8% Hair Ewes, 1% Bucks, 0% Hair Bucks); 1% Replacement Sheep/
Lambs (100% Hair Ewes); 4% Feeder Goats (100% Kids); 44% Slaughter Goats (85% Kids, 
6% Nannies/Does, 8% Bucks/Billies, 0% Wethers); 1% Replacement Goats (100% Nannies/
Does).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, October 18, 2022: Sheep and goats: 
Light Lambs 10 Higher. Heavy Lambs Steady. Kids Steady. Light Kids Steady. #1 Wool 
Lambs 40-60 Lb 120.00-260.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 120.00-260.00 Cwt. Bbd 
Lambs (40-60 Lb) 120.00-250.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 220.00-345.00 Cwt. Dorpx 
Lambs (60-80 Lb) 250.00-335.00 Cwt. Light. Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb) 180.00-345.00 
Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (100-150 Lb) 115.00-180.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes 40.00-115.00 Cwt. 
Sheep Bucks/Rams 100.00-160.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 Lb) 170.00-410.00 Cwt. #1. 
Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 170.00-405.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (60-80 Lb) 200.00-330.00 
Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 200.00-450.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 160.00-220.00 Cwt. Lower Qual-
ity Kids 100.00-200.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 50.00-200.00 Cwt. Stocker. Sp/Boex 
Nannies 250.00-300.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies 30.00-250.00 Cwt. Boex Billies 160.00-290.00 
Cwt..

For additional market reports go to: www.southernlivestock.com



SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2022 PAGE 5Independent Cattlemen’s Association of Texas

ROUND-UP REVIEW
P.O. Box 1168 / 220 W. San Antonio St. www.icatexas.com
Lockhart, Texas 78644-1168

October, 2022 
512/620-0162 email: tica@icatexas.com

PAGE 5

By:  Kerry Wiggins

President’s
Address...

By Joe C. Paschal, 
Livestock Specialist,

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Executive
Director’s Report...

By: Cooper Little

Proudly representing
cattlemen since 1974!

STATE OFFICE: P.O. Box 1168 • 220 W. San Antonio St. • Lockhart, TX 78644
www.icatexas.com • tica@icatexas.com • Office: 512/620-0162

Cooper Little, Executive Director
tica@icatexas.com

Dorothy Harper, Accounting and Human Resources
Breana Barton, Local Chapter Liaison

STATE STAFF:

2022-2023 Executive Board

2022-2023 Board of Directors

Kerry Wiggins, President
Austin, TX

J. Storme Jannise Birdwell, Secretary
Hamshire, TX

Darrell Sklar, 1st Vice President
Edna, TX

Curtiss Calhoun, Treasurer
Cedar Park, TX

Brian Malaer, 2nd Vice President
Harwood, TX

Brad Cotton, Past President
Floresville, TX

Chuck Kiker, Executive Member-At-Large
Beaumont, TX

Carl Glass, Executive Member-At-Large
Skidmore, TX

Paul Looney, Executive Member-At-Large
Mineral, TX

Lindsey Lee
Edna, TX

Bill Breeding
Miami, TX

Dr. Jason Cleere
Madisonville, TX

Ron Denham
Plum, TX 

Horace Drisdale
Plum, TX

Jeff Gau
Round Top, TX

Carl Glass
Skidmore, TX

Lyndon Homann
Lockhart, TX

Rafe  Jackson
Gonzales, TX

J. Storme Jannise
Hamshire, TX

Carilyn John
Seguin, TX

David Karisch
LaGrange, TX

Dr. Sammy Knippa
Seguin, TX

Laurie Miller
Poth, TX

Brenda Moore
La Vernia, TX

Doug Muenchow
Floresville, TX

Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

Richard Niemann
Flatonia, TX

Glen Sachtleben
Gonzales, TX

Greg Seidenberger
Seguin, TX

Bill Selman
Lockhart, TX

Dr. Glen Tate
Adkins, TX

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Tom Beard
Alpine, TX 

Dr. Larry Boleman
College Station, TX

Curtis Calhoun
Cedar Park, TX

Verlin Callahan
Bastrop, TX

Harold Clubb
Hamshire, TX

Joe Conti, Jr.
Victoria, TX

Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX
Peanut Gilfillian
Stowell, TX

Tommy Guerra
Roma, TX

Richard Hodge
Pledger, TX

Connie Jacob
Victoria, TX

Chuck Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Alton Kuykendall
Stockdale, TX

Paul Looney 
Mineral, TX

Billy Bob Low
Cost, TX

Benno Luensmann
Seguin, TX

Bob Nunley Jr.
Sabinal, TX

Richard Nunley
Sabinal, TX 

Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Dr. Joe Paschal
Corpus Christi, TX

Bill Quinney
Gonzales, TX

Phil Sadler
Alba, TX

Jim Selman 
Gonzales, TX

Darrell Sklar
Edna, TX

Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

CHAPTER PRESIDENT/
DIRECTORS:

Colorado Valley ICA
Steve Janda
Gonzales, TX

East Texas ICA
Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Gonzales County ICA
Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

Guada-Coma ICA
Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

MidTex ICA
Tommy Jackson
Luling, TX

South Central Texas ICA
Laurie Miller
Poteet, TX

Southeast Texas ICA
Bill Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Victoria Crossroads
Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX

Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Hello friends. It is my
honor to be able to serve as
the newly elected President
of the Independent Cattle-
men’s Association of Texas.

Ranchers and rural resi-
dents are challenged by
many more issues than
those that are addressed on
the nightly news at the
national level. Not only do
we have to deal with those,
but we also must face more
regulation, higher inputs to
try to make a living on
shrinking prices and pro-
duction, not to mention the
fact that we are doing so in
this extreme drought.
Talk about climate change.
We could use some, mainly
in the form of rain! It
won’t solve everything but
it sure would make us all
feel better and allow us to
keep the faith that we’ll get
through.

It was my pleasure to
attend the Mid-Tex Chap-
ter’s re-formation meeting
on July 26. It was a great
turnout at the State office
in Lockhart with about 40
people in attendance. A
light meal was served and
our speaker, Dr. Bill
Selman, updated the audi-
ence on the pending re-
quirements to have a rela-

tionship with your local vet
so that we can obtain cer-
tain drugs that will require
prescriptions going for-
ward. He encouraged
everyone to become famil-
iar with the requirements
and begin ahead of time to
establish that relationship.

Speaking of this chapter
meeting, it is my intention
to visit each of our working
chapters during the coming
months. I’ve met some of
you, but would like to meet
more. It is important to
me to know your concerns
and try to represent those
from the state association
level. You all should be
commended for the time
and effort that you put
forth for the betterment of
friends, neighbors, and fel-
low ranchers. It may not
take a village, but I’ll take
local ICA chapters work-
ing for the common good
for our rural values and
lifestyles.

Thank you for allowing
me serve as ICA President.
We have a great set of offi-
cers and Executive Com-
mittee members, and we’ll
all pull together with your
help and input.

Meanwhile, God bless
and pray for rain!

ICA State Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
Sept. 14th at Smitty’s BBQ Lockhart

I pray by the time these
words are published some
of you have received a little
moisture in your country.
Resiliency has always been
a requirement of the inde-
pendent producer and
seems to be now more than
ever. If you are needing to
locate hay for purchase,
call the ICA state office
and we can help connect
you with sellers.   

Following a very suc-
cessful 48th Annual ICA
Convention, the ICA state
office has continued to
build on the momentum of
success by completely
modernizing the state
office in Lockhart. We’ve
installed new computer
hardware and phone sys-
tems with several new fea-
tures and virtual capabili-
ties allowing state office

staff to better serve mem-
bership and ICA leader-
ship, as well as connect with
each other on a more regu-
lar basis.   

I’m also glad to report
our ICA Mid-Tex and East
Texas Chapters have been
fully restored and are now
off and running once again.
We now have begun a
three-phase update of the
ICA website and exploring
establishing a brand new
chapter. Stay tuned and
pray for rain. 

The ICA state office is a
resource to your operation
and advocates for the inter-
ests of cattle producers. 

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to
become a member, please
call the state office at 512-
620-0162.

ICA

www.icatexas.com

New faces in Texas A&M
Extension and Research

At the Texas A&M Re-
search and Extension
Center in Corpus Christi,
we are in the process of hir-
ing or waiting for the
arrival of three new Ex-
tension specialists to re-
place those that have
moved to new positions.
These include a new Agri-
cultural Economist and
Range and Wildlife Spe-
cialists. 

In the case of the agri-
cultural economist posi-
tion, the new specialist will
work with County Exten-
sion Agents and producers
in addition to commodity
groups to collect and report
data on crop and livestock
production and losses as
well as work in risk man-
agement. 

Dr. Megan Clayton was
our range specialist, but she
has transferred to Uvalde.
Specialists in that position
in the past worked primari-
ly in brush and weed con-
trol in pastures and range-
lands but Megan also
worked with drone tech-
nology and educating new
landowners. Based on the
job description and inter-
views, the new range spe-
cialist will likely also have
an interest in habitat man-

agement and native grass
specie restoration as well as
brush control. 

The wildlife specialist
position is new and is
charged with working with
large ungulates such as
white-tailed deer and will
include all aspects of their
management. When I came
here in 1988, we had a
wildlife specialist until
about 1992 when it was lost
due to funding reprioritiza-
tion so the new specialist
will have a wide-open field
in which to work. I hope all
of the new specialists will
have a lot of opportunity to
interact with ICA. Please
reach out to them.

The Texas A&M Agri-
Life Research Station at
Beeville, east of town on
US 59, has a new Animal
Scientist, Dr. Milt Thomas.
Dr. Thomas worked at
Beeville in reproductive
physiology and later at
New Mexico State
University and Colorado
State University and is very
interested in studying the
genetic aspects of adapt-
ability in cattle. We all have
cows that do better or
worse than others in the
herd and Milt is interested

(Continued on page 9)
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Greetings,
I know it’s only October 

(think State Fair, Red River 
Rivalry (TEXAS-ou) 
and all), but it seems like 
Groundhog Day to most 
of us in Texas who con-
tinue to pray for rain.

“Hot and dry” are be-
ginning to sound like 
curse words for cat-
tle producers in Texas 
and most western states. 
Hopefully, our prayers 
will be answered soon.

ICA continues to be ac-
tive across the state with 
upcoming events sched-
uled for the remainder of 
October. You can find full 

details on the ICA website.
Be sure and note Mix-

Tex Rural Community 
Appreciation Fundraiser 
and Street Dance for 
Oct. 29th at the State 
ICA office in Lockhart.

You don’t have to be an 
ICA member to attend any 
event, but you’ll proba-
bly want to be as you leave.

In addition, you’ll find 
chapter meeting notices 
with dates, places and times. 
Most are after quitting 
time and are informative 
and fun get-togethers with 
your friends and neighbors.

Meanwhile, Good Lord, 
please send some rain.

Likely, by the time that 
this is printed, I’ll be retired 
(Oct. 31). Of all the presen-
tations that I have given, the 
one I call “hot topics” al-
ways seemed to generate the 
most audience questions. I 
borrowed the title from my 
friend and colleague, Dr. 
Rick Machen, formerly the 
Extension livestock special-
ist in Uvalde and currently 
a professor and chair with 
the King Ranch Institute 
for Ranch Management.

There are several is-
sues affecting the livestock 
industry in Texas and the 
U.S., most are well known 
by our national and state 
producer groups such as 
Farm Bureau, ICA, Texas 
and Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association, Texas 
Cattle Feeders Association, 
and others. I thought I 
would just cover a few here.

Changes to the “Waters 
of the U.S.” or WOTUS is 
top of mind. Farm Bureau 
is doing a terrific job of fol-
lowing how the federal 
government , through the 
EPA and the Army Corps of 
Engineers, view what is pri-
vate and public water when 
it comes to your property. 
Although the Clean Water 
Act of the 1970s was im-
portant in reducing pollution 
and improving urban drink-

ing water standards, the pro-
posed changes could affect 
your private property rights.

Mandatory livestock 
market reporting is another, 
especially the Cattle Price 
Discovery and Transparency 
Act of 2022. I understand the 
concern that the four major 
packers control 80-85% of 
the fed cattle slaughter, but 
the details of this bill will add 
a considerable amount of re-
porting, a large bureaucracy 
and expense. Live cattle or 
negotiated sales have de-
clined, while formula pric-
ing has increased, but much 
of that is being driven by the 
need for higher quality cattle 
for labeled programs. I like 
the idea of transparency in 
reporting pricing, but do we 
really want to share that in-
formation? It’s like asking 
how much money you make.

The last topic you may not 
have considered is the trade 
in carbon credits or carbon 
offsets. In response to con-
cerns over climate change, 
Europe and later, California, 
required certain businesses 
to set a “cap” on their green-
house gas (GHG) emissions 
or arrange a “trade” with 
another business that had 
reduced their emissions as 
a way of slowing down cli-
mate change. Carbon cred-
its, based on the amount of 

carbon in carbon dioxide, a 
major GHG, could be sold or 
traded. Carbon dioxide was 
still released into the air, but 
it looked like someone was 
doing something. There are a 
lot of concerns over exactly 

how this will all play out, 
but it’s something you need 
to understand. New Zealand 
is considering a tax on their 
livestock to offset their GHG 
emissions and it is worth 
watching what happens there. 

It was certainly a busy 
October for ICA with events 
across Texas. The Central 
Texas ICA All-Breed Bull 
& Female Sale settled as 
a success for all involved. 

I want to extend a great 
deal of gratitude to all spon-
sors, volunteers, consign-
ors and buyers that partici-
pated this year.  Particularl,y 
Capital Farm Credit for 

being our exclusive meal 
sponsor. I also want to thank 
the Malaer Family for their 
continued commitment to 
this sale. Without them, this 
sale would not be a reality. 

Remember, Election 
Day is November 8th. Feel 
free to call the ICA state of-
fice, if you need assistance 
locating a polling location.

Colorado Valley ICA 
Chapter News

After two years of postpon-
ing the annual Colorado Valley 
Independent Cattlemen’s 
Association (CVICA) Annual 
Fundraiser Barbecue & Trade 
Show, the directors voted to 
have the annual event once 
again. The event is sched-
uled for Sat., Feb. 11, 2023, 
to be held at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in La Grange.

The CVICA chapter helps 
support scholarships in three 
counties: Colorado, Fayette 
and Lee.  It also assists the 

community by supporting an-
nual events like the Fayette 
County Junior Livestock 
Show and Commercial 
Heifer Show and Sale.

The organization has held 
this annual fundraiser for 
many years. The last fund-
raiser was held in 2020 and 
over 550 people participated. 
The event, along with several 
other fundraising activities, 
will feature a special trade 
fair prior to serving the eve-
ning BBQ brisket meal. The 
trade fair helps local compa-

(Continued on page 6)
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Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
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SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter
We’re excited, our Mid-

Tex Meet & Greet on July
26th had over 30 attendees
and was full of energy. Our
meeting began with a light
supper in the state office in
Lockhart and everyone
mingled and met each
other. Our ICA Executive
Director, Cooper Little,
started the meeting for us

and introduced Kerry Wig-
gins, ICA’s new president.
Joe Kelly, a founding ICA
member,  was in attendance
along with Tommy Jack-
son, chapter president and
Karen Bell, chapter treas-
urer. Dr. Bill Selman was
our guest speaker and he
gave all of us valuable
information on cattle vac-
cines and how to obtain

them with the new state
laws.  

It was enthusiastically
approved that our next
meeting will be held on
Aug. 23, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at
Chisholm Trail BBQ,
Lockhart, Texas, which is
our former venue. We look
forward to this second
meeting to vote on officers
and committee members to
help us invigorate our
chapter.

South Central Texas
ICA Chapter

South Central Texas
ICA (SCTICA) had a
member meeting on

(Continued on page 8)
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nies exhibit their products 
and producers have a better 
appreciation of what our 
local businesses have to offer.

Horace Drisdale, event 
chairman and chapter di-
rector, stated, “We hope to 
have the same interest and 
participation we have had 
over the years. It is always 
a pleasure to have local 
cattlemen and their asso-
ciates gather once a year.”

The chapter is cur-
rently selling meal tick-
ets and gun raffle tickets.

Until next month, Steve 
East Texas ICA Chapter 

News
The East Texas Chapter of 

ICA will have its next meet-
ing on Dec. 6th at the 1855 
Steakhouse and Saloon in 
Palestine, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. The restaurant is lo-
cated at 555 East Palestine 
Ave. This will be the an-
nual Christmas meeting 
with a “takeaway Santa” 
gift exchange. Join us for 
an evening of food, fun, fel-
lowship, and timely informa-
tion. Hope to see you there!

Submitted by Marie Reed
Gonzales ICA Chapter 

News
Our chapter was all 

in hosting the Central 

Texas ICA All Breed Bull 
and Female Sale at JB 
Wells Arena on Oct. 21st.    

About 20 members, in-
cluding several we have 
not seen hide nor hair of 
during the worst of the 
Covid situation, attended 
our September meeting. 
It was good to see our dear 
friends after such a long time.

Guest speaker, Jim 
Banner of Silveus Insurance 
Group, discussed hay crop 
insurance as a hedge against 
operating costs overtak-
ing your wallet in off years. 
Members enjoyed a tasty 
meal prepared by Mike 
Ehrig, Ken DuBose, Barbara 

Chapter...
(Continued from page 5)

Hand and Kathy Winegeart.
Our chapter supports 

youth shows in Gonzales, 
Waelder and Nixon-Smiley, 
and maintains the Gonzales 
County brand monument 
situated on the Gonzales 
Courthouse grounds.

Submitted by Perry 
Winegeart and Steve Sucher 

Guada-Coma Chapter 
News

Our next meeting will 
be Nov. 14th at 6:30 p.m. at 
Seguin Cattle Company. 
A BBQ meal with all the 
fixings will be served. 
Members are asked to bring 
a door prize and dessert.

We will be planning 
and accepting volunteers 
to help at the Christmas 
Party on Dec. 4th. Bring 
your silent or live auction 
items at this time. Bring a 
bottle of wine or six-pack 

for Christmas door prizes.
Christmas party tick-

ets will be on sale at the 
door, prices still pend-
ing. Menu includes ribeye 
steak and all of the fixings. 
Please RSVP by Nov. 10th 
by texing Carilyn John at 
(210) 827-1696 or Allan 
Bode at (830) 305-1325.

Submitted by Carilyn 
John

Mid-Tex ICA Chapter 
News

Howdy from the Mid-
Tex ICA Chapter! We hope 
everyone is doing well 
and enjoying a well-de-
served break from the 
heat. If only we could get 
a little rain to go with it! 

The cattle market the 
last month has been a typ-
ical October market that 
trends downwards. With the 
drought causing an uptick 

in volume, along with high 
prices for grain and hay, the 
market has taken a hit. The 
good quality cattle still dollar 
well, but the odd and in-be-
tween cattle are sure spotty. 

We wanted to remind 
everyone that there will be 
a rural community appreci-
ation fundraiser and street 
dance benefitting the Mid-
Tex ICA on Saturday, Oct. 
29th with food and drinks 
from 5-9:30 p.m., and live 
music which will kick off 
at 6 p.m. This will be at the 
ICA State Headquarters 
in Lockhart. We would 
love to see some new faces 
and catch up with the old 
faces we always love to 
see. Come out and enjoy 
a nice evening with us! 

As always, pray for 
rain and the U.S.A. – Madi 
Bexley

“It was a mild winter, 
we fertilized and we had 
good rain, and by the end 
of January we had a foot of 
ryegrass,” he said. “That 

turned out to be a perfect 
winter for that, but it started 
with being ready for the rain. 

“The positive is the num-
bers and indications that 
we’re seeing good market 
predictions,” he said. “The 
negatives are what we are 

dealing with right now with 
the drought and the cost 
of everything. We’ll need 
those expected prices to see 
profits, and so we need to 
be doing everything we can 
to control costs without sac-
rificing herd production.”

Texas cattle...
(Continued from page 1)

bate for 28 days and another 
10-18 weeks for those hatch-
lings to reach their harvest 

weights. That means turkey 
flocks, and other longer-term 
poultry like egg-laying hens, 
are at risk of potential expo-
sure to the pathogen. It takes 

3.5-5.5 months to replace a 
flock lost to avian influenza.

Holiday shoppers should 
not  fret, he said, but they 

AgriLife...
(Continued from page 3)

(Continued on page 8)
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old man of letters, intent on 
finishing his life on a valor-
ous note, sallies forth into 
a war-ravaged nation in 
search of a heroic death be-
fore a firing squad or in the 
heat of battle.” Silverstein 
went looking for Bierce’s 
grave and, with the help 
of a friendly local, found 
the spot, but not the grave. 

Glenn Willeford at Sul 
Ross College in Alpine cast 
serious doubts on the letter’s 
validity when Silverstein 
went to see him. Willeford 
believes that neither the sto-
ry’s geography nor the time 
of day (or night) when it 
happened match up. Beyond 
that, Willeford notes that 
the soldiers were fleeing for 
their lives and finds it doubt-
ful they would have had the 
time or the inclination to 
detour for the sake of an old 
gringo. He believes the U.S. 
Cavalry would have sent 
on old and ailing gringo, 
especially a famous one, 
to a Red Cross Hospital in 
Presidio. And there is no re-
cord of an Old Gringo dying 
in Marfa around that time, 
leaving us with no more ev-
idence than we’ve ever had 
but with more material to 
fuel additional speculation. 

What would have Bierce 
have made of all this? 

Perhaps a clue lies in The 
Devil’s Dictionary where 
he defines history as “an 
account mostly false, of 
events mostly unimportant.”

Texas trails...
(Continued from page 2)

should be prepared to 
buy early or shop around 
for a Thanksgiving Day 
centerp iece  turkey.

The good news is that 
Anderson is not concerned 
about a shortage of whole 
birds for the holidays. 
Stocked turkey supplies build 
throughout the year to make 
sure they are available to 
major grocers in November. 
Most grocers have order con-
tracts with suppliers that are 
set up to a year in advance. 
Demand from big buyers 
like major grocers will be 

the priority when it comes 
to the available supplies.

Anderson said cold stor-
age stocks of whole turkeys 
are about 3% lower than last 
year according to USDA cold 
storage stocks data, which 
indicates suppliers are work-
ing to meet holiday demand. 
While the data shows about 
13% fewer tom turkeys in 
storage, there are about 
12% more hens in storage. 

The price of whole tur-
keys could be higher at 
grocery stores, he said, 
but grocers may also take 
losses on whole birds as 
features or specials to en-
tice consumers into stores 

in the hopes they continue 
shopping for other items.

Consumer preferences 
on turkey brand, size, fresh 
or frozen could all play into 
the price and availability, 
Anderson said. But grocers 
also know consumers might 
consider other options – a 
ham or rib roast – and com-
petitive deals by one store 
could drive others to com-
mit to a more enticing deal.

“As a consumer, it might 
be a good idea to have a strat-
egy this year,” he said. “Last 
year, when prices were high, 
I went to the store the first day 
because we wanted a partic-
ular size. The store had spe-

cials on them then, but then I 
saw a store had a terrific deal 
on turkeys the day before 
Thanksgiving. They had tur-
keys still on hand and needed 
to move them., and that trans-
lated into lower prices.”
Smaller-scale buyers, busi-

nesses impacted most
When it comes to turkey, 

historically there are two 
major markets for birds – deli 
meat and whole birds for the 
holidays. There is niche de-
mand for turkey legs around 
fair season and consistent de-
mand for turkey breasts from 
restaurants, but the bulk of 
turkey is committed to deli 
meats and Thanksgiving.

AgriLife...
(Continued from page 6)

While large grocers and 
big buyers of turkey may 
be facing higher prices, 
the demand for whole birds 
and turkey breasts amid a 
continuing avian influenza 
outbreak is stressing small-

er-scale buyers such as local 
meat markets and restaurants.

The local deli that brines 
and bakes its own birds 
or barbecue joints with 
smoked turkey are strug-
gling to find wholesale sell-
ers willing to part with stock.

“I’ve had this conver-
sation with multiple mom-
and-pop businesses about 
the wholesale turkey sup-
ply,” he said. “It’s not be-
cause they’re high priced; 
it’s that they can’t even get 
them, and that’s really hurt-
ing those smaller buyers.”

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled 
the following summaries:

CENTRAL:  Very 
dry conditions continued 

(Continued on page 11)
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ments ERP assistance
recently provided to more
than 162,000 producers
who had received crop
insurance indemnities for

qualifying losses. Nearly
13,000 additional crop
insurance customers are
pre-filled applications
being sent in August to
cover eligible 2020 losses
described above and for
producers with more com-

plex policies where indem-
nities could not be calculat-
ed for 2021 previously.

ERP and the previously
announced Emergency
Livestock Relief Program
(ELRP) are funded by the
Extending Government
Funding and Delivering
Emergency Assistance
Act, which President Biden
signed into law in 2021. The
law provided $10 billion to
help agricultural producers
impacted by wildfires,
droughts, hurricanes, win-
ter storms and other eligi-
ble disasters experienced
during calendar years 2020
and 2021. Overall, USDA

has already quickly dis-
bursed over $6 billion dol-
lars under ERP and ELRP
with reduced paperwork
for the producer and field
offices.

Additional USDA dis-
aster assistance informa-

tion can be found on farm-
ers.gov, including the Di-
saster Assistance Disco-
very Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet and
Farm Loan Discovery
Tool. For FSA and Natural
Resources Conservation

(Continued from page 11)
Deadline...

Termite Palace came Bugs
Bunny, Daffy Duck, Porky
Pig, and a whole new way
of looking at animation.
“What’s up, doc?” and “Th-
th-that’s all, folks” became
enduring catchphrases.

The Warner Brothers
cartoons produced by
Avery and his team repre-
sented a sub-genre of ani-
mation. Disney had the
realistic and the cute and
cuddly market wrapped up,
but Avery understood
something very basic about
cartoons that Disney did
not; anything can happen in
a cartoon.

In an Avery cartoon, an
anvil might fall from a great
distance onto the head of
the main character, who is
immediately reshaped as
an accordion, every move-
ment accompanied by an
off-key note. In the next
frame, the character is just
fine and ready to get run
over by a speeding locomo-
tive if that’s what the story
calls for. Generations of
children and adults alike
have praised this as “great
stuff.”

Avery went to work at
MGM after creative differ-
ences with his bosses at
Warner Brothers and
turned out features and
shorts at a furious clip, but
at the expense of his health
and his family. A son died
of a drug overdose and his
marriage dissolved while
he continued to experi-
ment with the endless pos-
sibilities of animation.

In the 50s, Avery turned
to advertising. His work in
that realm included the
Raid commercial where a
bunch of gangster cock-
roaches scream “Raid!”
just before getting sprayed
into oblivion. The short-
lived Frito Bandito was
also a Tex Avery creation.

Avery died in 1980 at
the age of 72, just as the
extent of his contribution
to the art of animation was
beginning to be recognized.
Chuck Jones, who worked
with him at Warner
Brothers, said, “I was as
ignorant of his genius as I
suppose Michelangelo’s
apprentices were oblivious
to the fact that they, too,
were working with genius.”

SLS

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

Service programs, produc-
ers should contact their
local USDA Service Cen-
ter. For assistance with a
crop insurance claim, pro-
ducers and landowners
should contact their crop
insurance agent.

SLS

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Weekly sales
begin each

Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904
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DC News...DC News...

New grant program will 
spur competition and 

help U.S. farmers address 
rising costs of fertlizer

Source:  USDA

WASHINGTON, Sept. 
27, 2022 – U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
Secretary Tom Vilsack today 
announced that the Biden-
Harris Administration is 
making $500 million in 
grants available to increase 
American-made fertilizer 
production to spur competi-
tion and combat price hikes 
on U.S. farmers caused 
by the war in Ukraine.

“Under the leadership 
of President Biden and Vice 
President Harris, USDA is 
creating a resilient, secure 
and sustainable economy, 
and this support to pro-
vide domestic, independent 
choices for fertilizer supplies 
is part of that effort,” Vilsack 
said. “USDA believes in the 
growth of innovative, local 
businesses owned and shared 
by people who can best serve 
their own unique communi-
ty’s needs, fill gaps, and build 
opportunities. Recent sup-
ply chain disruptions have 
shown just how critical it is 
to invest in the agricultural 
supply chain here at home. 
The Fertilizer Production 
Expansion Program is one 
example of many Biden-
Harris Administration ini-
tiatives to bring production 
and jobs back to the United 
States, promote competi-
tion and support American 
goods and services.”

T h e  B i d e n - H a r r i s 
Administration’s Fertilizer 
P r o d u c t i o n  E x p a n s i o n 
P r o g r a m  i s  p a r t  o f  a 
whole-of-government ef-
fort to promote competition 
in agricultural markets. The 
funds are being made avail-
able through the Commodity 
C r e d i t  C o r p o r a t i o n .

Grants will be used to 
support independent, in-
novative and sustainable 
American fertilizer pro-
duction to supply American 
farmers. Funds also will 
expand the manufacturing 
and processing of fertilizer 

and nutrient alternatives in 
the U.S. and its territories.

The program will support 
fertilizer production that is:

• Independent and out-
side the orbit of dominant 
fertilizer suppliers. Because 
the program’s goal is to in-
crease competition, mar-
ket share restrictions apply.

• Made in America. 
Products must be produced 
by companies operating in 
the U.S. or its territories, to 
create good-paying jobs at 
home, and reduce the reli-
ance on potentially unstable, 
inconsistent foreign supplies.

• Innovative. Techniques 
will improve fertilizer 
production methods and 
efficient-use technolo-
gies to jumpstart the next 
generation of fertilizers 
and nutrient alternatives.

• Sustainable. Ideally, 
products will reduce the 
greenhouse gas impact of 
transportation, produc-
tion and use through re-
newable energy sources, 
feedstocks and formula-
tions, incentivizing greater 
precision in fertilizer use.

• Farmer-focused. Like 
other Commodity Credit 
Corporation investments, 
a driving factor is provid-
ing support and opportu-
nities for U.S. agricultural 
commodi ty  p roduce r s .

Eligible entities are for-
profit businesses and corpo-
rations, nonprofit entities, 
Tribes and Tribal organi-
zations, producer-owned 
cooperatives and corpora-
tions, certified benefit cor-
porations, and state or local 
governments. Private enti-
ties must be independently 
owned and operated to apply.

The maximum award 
is $100 million. The mini-
mum award is $1 million. 
The grant term is five years.

The Depar tment  wi l l 
begin accepting applica-
tions in the coming days 
v i a  w w w. g r a n t s . g o v .
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1-866-556-7446

WEATHER WISE SPONSORED BY:

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me an

email… Brian Bledsoe, 
brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

I will have chatted with many of you at
the 2022 Beef Cattle Short Course, but
wanted to give you a peek at what the latest
models are saying for the rest of 2022.

NMME Model
Precipitation Forecast

September

October

November

December

EURO Seasonal Precipitation Forecast
September

October

November

December

You can see that both models have roughly the
same forecast. The potential for some tropical
storm/hurricane rain early in the fall, and then both mod-
els turn sharply drier. This is not surprising, given we are
still very much in a La Niña, and it may intensify as we
head into the fall and early winter. The graphic below
shows the probabilities that we’ll remain in La Niña, for
the next several months.

You can see that there is a greater than 50% chance
that we’ll remain in La Niña through December, January,
February. I actually think that probability is a bit low, but
we’ll see how it pans out.

SLS 8-05-22  8/2/22  5:26 PM  Page 10

Analog year update
I know many of you are interested in 

knowing what years from the past look 
like as to what we are seeing now...i.e. 
analog years. I have a few that I want to 
share with you, but I also want to cau-
tion you about using them exclusively.

1. We are in strong La Niña now, but 
will likely see it fade late this winter and 
early spring.

2. This transition makes it tough 
to use an analog year much beyond 
March or April.

3. We may also have an atmospher-
ic hangover from La Niña, before we 
transition to a possible El Niño. This 
may aid to linger dryness in the center 
part of the country.

4. There will not be a perfect ana-
log year to what we are going to see. 
However, the current sea surface tem-
perature anomaly setup is pretty close 
to that of 2020. See below:

I’m not saying we’ll see the exact 
same weather going forward, but the 
sea surface temperature anomaly maps 
match up pretty closely. The difference 
in where these two years were heading 
is pretty significant, as we continued 
La Niña for quite some time after Octo-
ber 2020 and we are likely coming out 
of a long La Niña, as we enter 2023. 
At any rate, I wanted to show you that 
comparison and it is one of the analog 

years I feel matches pretty closely for 
the next few months.

Here are the rest of the analog years 
and the average precipitation and tem-
perature anomalies that occurred from 
November through April of those fall, 
winter and early spring seasons.

Highlights:
Average to wetter than average 

for the Pacific Northwest, Northern 
Rockies, Northern Plains and parts 
of the Midwest/Great Lakes.

Drier than average for Califor-
nia eastward through Texas and the 
Southeast U.S.

Colder than average for the north-
ern tier of the 
country, with much 
colder than aver-
age across parts of 
Montana, Dakotas 
and Great Lakes

I think the Pacific 
Northwest, North-

If you have any questions or 
comments, please drop me 
an email... Brian Bledsoe,

brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

ern Rockies and Northern Plains 
could have a pretty serious winter, 
with more snow than last year and 
more sustained cold. At least, that is 
largely the signal that I am getting. 
We need to put some snow on the 
ground in Canada to get this going, 
but some areas will get that done 
this weekend and early next week.

As I have lamented, IF the PDO does 
not warm from its current readings, 
then I would expect drier than average 
conditions to continue across much of 
the Central/Southern/Western Plains...
even after La Niña goes away. That is 
something significant I will be watching 
in the weeks and months to come.

Going forward, we’ll get another 
round of model data in a few weeks 
and it also gives us time to see how 
the oceans will be changing...or, if they 
stay static. I doubt these analog years 
will change much, given the fact that 
we are in a strong La Niña right now. 
You kind of have to start the analog 
with that condition, or you don’t have 
a good basis to go from. I know more 
would like to know what happens after 
spring of 2023, but I’d be lying if I told 
you I know. I THINK we could see an El 
Niño develop later in the year, but that 
is far from being decided right now.
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throughout the area. Overall 
soil moisture was 100% 
very short, range and pas-
ture conditions were 95% 
very poor. Overall crop con-
ditions were 85% poor and 
livestock conditions were 
75% poor. Winter grazing 
was a huge concern since 
most producers have already 
been supplementing baled 
forage. Stock tanks were dry, 
and many streams had be-
come stagnant and choked 
with algae. There is a defi-
cit of 16 to 25 inches of rain 
for most of the area over the 
past year. Small grains plant-
ing was delayed due to lack 
of moisture. Desert termites, 
armyworms and aphids were 
not helping the light yields 
in coastal fields and pecans.

ROLLING PLAINS: 
Some areas received rain, 
but the region remained dry 
overall. Pasture conditions 
were poor but improved 
somewhat. Cattle produc-
ers have been feeding hay or 
caking for supplementation. 
Most winter wheat is in the 
ground but very little has 
emerged. Cotton was begin-
ning to defoliate with mixed 
opinions on yield. Only ir-
rigated cotton remains to be 
harvested with dryland cot-
ton being insured out. Wheat 
is in the ground and pro-
ducers will wait to see what 
happens. Armyworm num-
bers are lower. Wheat drills 
were running all last week. 
Fertilizer was being put out 
in hopes of an inch of rain.

COASTAL BEND: Dry 
conditions with hot tem-
peratures prevailed. Fields 
with surplus topsoil and 
subsoil moisture at the end 
of September had started to 
revert to less-than-adequate 
moisture levels. Fieldwork 
continued to eliminate vol-
unteer grain grass and weeds. 
Range and pasture condi-
tions continued to decline. 
Some hay was being made, 
with the possibility of get-
ting one more cutting before 
frost. Livestock producers 
continued to wean calves and 
cull cows. Livestock market 
prices remained steady to 
higher. Pecan harvest pros-
pects were looking poor.

EAST: Drought condi-

A map of the 12 Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension districts:
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weighted average of $236
per hundredweight in 2014.
Calf prices peaked in late
October 2014 at around
$283 per hundredweight.

“The beef cattle market
isn’t something that turns
on a dime,” he said. “It
takes time. Cattle are a
long-term cycle, and I sus-
pect this will all play out
similarly to the years fol-
lowing the 2011 drought.”

Anderson’s concern
about the Texas herd this
time compared to 2011 is
that replacement heifers –
the young, future calf-pro-
ducing cows – are at their
lowest point nationally
since USDA began keep-
ing numbers in 1973.

The number of beef
replacement heifers fell to
4.15 million in July, which
represents around 13.7%
of the national cattle herd,
Anderson said. There were
more replacement heifers
available in 2011, but
heifers made up 13.4% of
the herd at the time.

“That means we are
going to see tight supplies
of replacement heifers, and
were it to rain and break
the drought and pastures
recover, we’ll see higher
replacement heifer prices,”

he said. “The absolute
numbers of heifers in 2011
through 2014 are interest-
ing because it indicates a
lot of Texas heifers were
shipped elsewhere. But this
year, we’re already looking
at the bottom in terms of
estimated numbers.”

Anderson said rainfall
spurring winter forages and
good spring growth could
trigger a reversal, but that a
fall and winter with below-
average rainfall could
make conditions even ugli-
er for Texas cattle produc-
ers going into the spring
calving season.

Despite the relatively
good prices cattle produc-
ers are seeing at sale barns
now, they are also dealing
with much higher input and
feed costs compared to a
decade ago. Corn and hay
prices will continue to
weigh on calf prices.

AgriLife Extension
beef cattle specialists are
warning producers to cal-
culate stockpiled forages,
hay rations and potential
feed costs against calf sale
potential. Feeding cows for
extended periods could
exceed expected price
increases on calves.

“If there is any way to

keep young cows and hold
on to some replacement
heifers, we’re going to see
record-high calf prices,” he
said. “I think that’s an
opportunity, but that’s also
easier said than done.”

AgriLife Extension dis-
trict reporters compiled the
following summaries:

CENTRAL: The dis-
trict reported no precipita-
tion and record-setting
high temperatures. Soil
moisture levels were very
short and severe drought
conditions continued. Pas-
ture conditions were very
poor and declining, and
stock tanks were dropping
with some already dry.
Ranchers were reducing
livestock numbers due to
hay shortages and escalat-
ing hay prices. Corn har-
vest was in full swing with
below average yields re-
ported. Few reported corn
yields were exceeding 100
bushels per acre, with most
acres yielding 50-70 bush-
els and some yielding be-
low 50 bushels per acre.
Sorghum was being har-
vested as well with decent
yields reported. Some spe-
cialty crops like double-
crop sesame looked sur-

(Continued from page 13)
Crops...

(Continued on page 15)

www.gillespielivestock.comGLC
GLC

GILLESPIE LIVESTOCK COMPANY
Fredericksburg, Texas

Weekly Sale:
Sheep & Goat Sale - Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Cattle - Wednesday, 12:00 noon
Special Calf & Weaned Stocker/Feeder Sale -

Second Wednesday of each month.

Gillespie Livestock Company
Office: 830/997-4394 • Fax: 830/997-5804

Wayne Geistweidt (C) 830/889-4394
Shaun Geistweidt (C) 830/998-4233
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Deadline extended and more pre-filled
forms for 2020 and 2021 disasters on the way

Source: USDA
Washington -- The U.S.

Department of Agriculture
(USDA) today announced
that it will indefinitely
extend the deadline for
producers to return the
pre-filled applications for
Phase One of the Emer-
gency Relief Program
(ERP). A new deadline
will be announced after the
last Phase One applications
are mailed and provide at
least 30 days following the
mailing.

Continuing to build on
the initial mailing of pre-
filled applications in May,
the Department will con-
tinue using existing infor-
mation in USDA and crop
insurance files to send
additional pre-filled appli-
cations starting this week
for potentially eligible
Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NA
P) participants. Once appli-
cations from eligible NAP
producers are returned,
these producers are expect-
ed to receive about $105
million in ERP payments
for eligible losses from
2020 and 2021 disasters.

USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) is now mail-
ing pre-filled applications
to NAP producers through
ERP to offset crop yield
and value losses. To receive
a relief payment, producers
should complete and
return the applications by
announced deadlines.

Producers are expected
to receive assistance direct
deposited into their bank
account within three busi-
ness days after they sign
and return the prefilled
application to the FSA
county office and the coun-
ty offices enters the appli-
cation into the system.

While most crop insur-
ance customers that may be
eligible for ERP Phase One
received the pre-filled ap-
plications in May, there are
some who should expect to
receive a form in August
including:

•Producers who had an
eligible loss in 2020 that
had been recorded in the
crop insurance records as a
2019 loss (e.g., prevented
planting claims); and

•Producers with poli-
cies that required addition-
al information before being
able to calculate an indem-
nity for 2021 losses (pro-
ducers with 2020 losses
would have already re-
ceived that application).

Policies that required addi-
tional information include
Supplemental Coverage
Option (SCO), Enhanced
Coverage Option (ECO),
Stacked Income Protection
Plan (STAX), Margin Pro-
tection Plan (MP) or Area
Risk Protection Insurance
(ARPI).

Producers without risk
management coverage

through crop insurance or
NAP and those with shal-
low losses may be covered
by the forthcoming Phase
Two of ERP.

“Catastrophic natural
disaster events in 2020 and
2021 decimated crops, live-
stock and farm infrastruc-
ture from coast to coast,
making it critically impor-
tant to provide assistance

quickly and reduce the
paperwork burden on
these farmers and ranchers
recovering from disaster,”
said FSA Administrator
Zach Ducheneaux. “I was
in North Dakota a few
weeks ago and received
feedback on how well the
streamlined livestock and
crop disaster programs are
working for our producers

and front-line employees.
Like any new process,
there are some kinks to
work out, but we are
addressing them and will
use the streamlined process
to keep the ‘red tape’ to a
minimum.”

USDA estimates that
Phase One ERP benefits
will reach more than 5,200
producers with NAP cover-
age for eligible 2020 and
2021 crop losses. This
emergency relief comple-

(Continued on page 12)

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas

Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats

11:30 a.m. - Cattle

For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain

Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870
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AgriLife...
(Continued from page 8)

tions worsened across the 
region and burn bans were 
implemented in some coun-

ties. Pasture and rangeland 
conditions were poor to good. 
Subsoil and topsoil condi-
tions were short. Ponds were 
very low. Cattle culling strat-
egies continued. Livestock 
was in fair to good condition 

with some supplementation 
taking place. Wild pig and 
gopher activity was reported.

SOUTH PLAINS: A few 
welcomed showers covered 
the area over the weekend, 
giving early planted win-

ter cover crops some much-
needed moisture. Pastures 
improved somewhat. Harvest 
aids were continuing to be 
applied in cotton. Some gins 
in the area indicated they 
will begin ginning soon. 

Preemergent herbicide was 
applied to turfgrass to prevent 
weeds from emerging. Cattle 
were in good condition.

PANHANDLE: The 
region remained very dry 

(Continued on page 12)
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and moisture was desper-
ately needed. Overall soil 
moisture was 100% short. 
Overall range and pasture 
conditions were 100% poor 
and overall crop conditions 
were 72% fair. Harvest was 
ongoing for corn and grain 
sorghum. Due to prolonged 
drought earlier in the grow-
ing season and high demand 
for forage, additional fields 
of irrigated corn were being 
harvested for ensilage pur-
poses instead of grain. Cotton 
was not yet ready for harvest. 
Wheat was being planted 
but needed moisture to ger-

minate. Some fields were 
being watered for pasture. 
Cattle were being supple-
mented on- range or when 
shipped to market. Calves 
were being weaned early.

NORTH: Soil mois-
ture was short for most of 
the region. Conditions con-
tinued to degrade due to 
prolonged drought. Some 
producers have decided to 
plant wheat and oats with-
out the necessary moisture. 
Many ponds and stock tanks 
were drying up. Hay sup-
plies were still critically low. 
Grasshopper populations 
were high in some areas.

FAR WEST: The weather 

was seasonable with some 
slow rains over most of the 
region. Producers reported 
from 0.10 up to 6 inches of 
rain. Temperatures fluctu-
ated with nighttime tempera-
tures from the 50s and 60s to 
daytime temperatures in the 
60s and 70s. The rain and 
mild weather were expected 
to help the winter wheat 
planted over the past few 
weeks. Rangeland and pas-
tures were expected to take 
more time to recover con-
sidering the shape they were 
in. Cotton harvest resumed 
at the end of the week, and 
many fields were defoliated 
in preparation for harvest. 

The cotton crop will be min-
imal this year. Livestock was 
in poor to fair condition and 
producers continued to feed 
and water to supplement nu-
trition. Producers continued 
with their shipping seasons.

WEST CENTRAL: 
There were cooler-than-nor-
mal nighttime temperatures, 
and the entire region was 
short on rain. Many pro-
ducers chose to hold off on 
planting small grains until it 
rains, while several have de-
cided not to plant this year 
due to drought, high input 
costs and limited seed avail-
ability. In some areas, wheat 
was still being planted. The 

remaining cotton was ma-
turing quickly and in poor 
shape. Some cotton was 
being sprayed with harvest 
aids, so harvest will soon 
follow. Livestock produc-
ers continued to cull animals 
and more producers brought 
in hay from out of state

S O U T H W E S T : 
Continued drought condi-
tions persisted even though a 
front moved into the region 
bringing precipitation to 
most of the area. Most areas 
received rainfall of three-
fourths of an inch or more. 
However, crop conditions 
remained roughly the same 
as before. Cooler and decent 

AgriLife...
(Continued from page 11)

rain chances were predicted 
for the start of next week. 
Wheat and oats were being 
planted. The winter wheat 
and oats should show signif-
icant improvements as mois-
ture in the soil profile was 
improving in the remaining 
fields. Deer were thin and 
some supplemental nutrition 
was provided. Supplemental 
feeding continued as seasonal 
plants began to go dormant.

SOUTH: Most of the 
district reported very short to 
short soil moisture levels with 
dry weather conditions. The 
cotton harvest was moving 
along as was the peanut har-
vest. Row crop farmers were 
preparing their fields for the 
next crop and vegetable farm-
ers were planting cool season 
vegetables, with many already 
emerged. Some farmers had 
begun preparing their fields 
for and planting spinach. Some 
vegetable farmers were plant-
ing onions, cabbage and other 
assorted greens. The citrus 
harvest started. Field cleaning 
and cotton stalk destruction 
continued as did preparation 
for winter crop planting. On 
the few acres where sesame 
was planted and harvested, 
average yields were being re-
ported. Strawberries should 
be going into the ground very 
soon. Pasture and range condi-
tions were from poor to good, 
and supplementation contin-
ued for livestock where condi-
tions were poor. In some areas, 
overgrazed pastures that were 
destocked during drought 
were beginning to recover. 
Insect damage was extensive 
on brush species. Ranchers 
and deer breeders were supple-
menting some livestock and 
wildlife. Fields with coastal 
Bermuda grass were not pro-
ducing any hay due to the win-
ter cycle of the plant. Bermuda 
grass pastures were expected 
to go dormant soon. Hay pro-
ducers continued to harvest 
where possible with fallow or 
failed row crop fields being 
used to harvest hay. Pecan 
orchards just began their har-
vest and yields were expected 
to be normal. Watermelons 
and cantaloupes were har-
vested for the year. There 
was an unusual run of cattle 
and calves with above-aver-
age volumes offered.  Cattle 
prices continued to be steady 
but lower than 30 days ago. 
Hay prices were $60-$70 
per round bale and square 
bales ranged from $12-$16.

Visit
www.SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com

for all of your advertising 
needs and the latest news 

and sale reports!
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AgriLife TODAY

Texas crop, weather
Shrinking cattle herd could
equal high calf, beef prices

By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
The shrinking Texas

cattle herd is likely to trans-
late into higher calf and
beef prices years beyond a
break in the 2022 drought,
according to a Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
expert.

David Anderson, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension econo-
mist, Bryan-College Sta-
tion, said Texas cattle pro-
ducers have culled earlier
and deeper than normal
this year due to drought.
He suspects the number of
culls, and the small number
of replacement heifers
could mean post-drought
herd recovery could be
longer than the years fol-
lowing record drought in
2011. It could also drive calf
prices toward records set in
2014.

“It’s clearly bad out
there based on the number
of culls we’ve seen,” he
said. “Drought is forcing
the issue. Whether it is zero
grazing, low forage stocks,
high feed and hay prices, or
running low on water,
Texas ranchers are facing
tough decisions right now.”

Historically, Texas ac-
counts for a big chunk of
the U.S. beef cattle herd.
Mother Nature’s impact on
Texas ranchers is likely to
ripple into sale barns and
grocery stores around the
country years beyond the
drought. The U.S. herd has
been shrinking in recent
years, and the Texas
drought is further reducing
cattle numbers.

The U.S. beef cow herd
was just over 30 million
head in January, down 2%
compared to last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.
The total estimated inven-
tory of Texas cows that had
calved and heifers was 5.1
million head, down 3%
compared to 2020.

Anderson said this
weather-related contrac-
tion is impacting producers
negatively. There are no
estimates available that
quantify the economic
hardship Texas’ ranchers

have endured so far in
2022, but livestock losses

during the 2011 drought
were estimated to be $3.23

billion.
Losses included the

increased cost of feeding
livestock due to the lack of
pastures and ranges and
market losses. Market loss-
es included the impact of
fewer pounds sold per calf
and any impact on market
prices due to above-normal
cattle sale volumes over a
short time.

The 2011 drought was a
bad time for ranchers, but
the years following includ-
ed historic cow/calf prices
as the Texas and U.S. herd
numbers recovered.

Anderson said nominal
prices are higher now than
in 2011 as the drought was

taking hold and forcing
widespread herd consoli-
dation and liquidations.
The weekly weighted aver-
age price for 500-600-
pound steers at auctions
across Texas in 2011 was
$139.73 per hundredweight

compared to $181.12 per
hundredweight so far this
year.

Record prices occurred
as the beef cattle herd
recovered, and the same
weight class steers rose to a

(Continued on page 14)

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings
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Flexible stocking rate options for drought 
management

By Ryan Benjamin, Nebraska Extension educator

It is often recommended 
that ranchers stock at a mod-
erate stocking rate to avoid 
overgrazing and to manage 
for dry conditions. However, 
during severe multiyear 
droughts, even moderately 
stocked rangelands become 
overstocked, and managers 
are forced to sell breeding 
stock to adapt. Depending 
on market conditions during 
and after drought, liquidat-
ing breeding stock can have 
significant financial impacts 
on the operation. Developing 
plans that provide for in-
terannual variability can 
give producers the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of 
above average years and 
prompt action in poor years.

Stocking rate is defined 
as the number of animals 
on a given piece of pas-
ture for a given amount of 
time, often expressed as an-
imal unit months (AUM). 
One AUM is equivalent to 
780 pounds of air-dry for-
age, the amount of feed re-
quired by a thousand-pound 
cow with a young calf for a 
month. This gives us three 
places to change our stock-
ing rate: the animal, the 
forage resource (pasture 
size) and the length of time.

Changing and/or diversi-
fying class of animal is one 
way to build flexibility into 
stocking rates. For cow-calf 
producers, an example of 
this may be keeping a cow 
herd that is stocked at a level 
close to the lowest produc-
tion drought years to pre-
vent loss of investment in 
the cow herd. Using weather 
and forage forecasting tools 
such as the NOAA Climate 
Prediction Center season 
forecasts and GrassCast, 
producers can plan to add 
more animal units during 
higher production years by 
adding a stocker cattle enter-
prise to the operation. Multi 
species grazing is another 
way to increase animal units 
in a grazing system that do 
not directly compete for all 
forage resources, allowing 
better utilization of forage 
resources across the pasture 
(especially native range).

Custom grazing options 
also allow greater flexibil-
ity than owned herds, as it is 
possible to take in different 
numbers of animals across 
years depending on forage re-
sources. Animal size plays a 
key role in forage demand as 
larger animals eat more than 
smaller ones. Understanding 
how animal size affects in-
take can be critical if bring-

ing in growing animals, 
as they require more feed 
throughout the grazing sea-
son. Larger cows/pairs also 
require more feed resources, 
which should be factored into 
custom grazing contracts.

Forage resources can be 
adjusted in many ways to add 
flexibility into an operation. 
Using different grazing sys-
tems such as a rest rotation 
or a deferred rotation system 

can build a bank of grass in 
the grazing system that can 
be utilized in poor years. If a 
producer owns their pasture, 
they may find it advantageous 
to lease out excess pasture in 
good years and retain pasture 
in poor years. This allows 
them to take lease income in 
good years and maintain a 
core herd through poor years. 
On the other hand, if a major-
ity of pasture is leased it may 

be possible to sublease pas-
ture during good years and 
retain lease ground for per-
sonal use during poor years or 
try to obtain more resources 
such as lease more pasture, 
lease cornstalks, or buy feed. 
Cover crops can also be a 
valuable forage resource if 
infrastructure is available.

Systems can also be 
built that are time flexible. 
Including stocker cattle in 
an operation is one option, 
as stocker cattle are a more 
liquid asset than cows. This 
means that they can easily be 
sold when forage resources 
run out. Early weaning calves 
can save approximately 10 

pounds of forage per cow, 
per day and allow calves to 
be marketed earlier, reduc-
ing forage demand. Calves 
can be weaned as early as 
90 days; however, they 
may require increased man-
agement if retained. When 

forage resources are short, 
pregnancy checking may be 
more important than normal 
as it identifies open animals 
and can identify late-calving 
cows, whose calves will be 
lighter, allowing producers 

(Continued on page 14)
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to make early culling deci-
sions. This can affect pasture 
use as well as winter feed 
cost. There may also be op-
portunities to reduce bull 
feed cost. If a neighbor has 
similar goals and a different 
calving period, bulls can be 
bought together or leased 
out to other producers re-
ducing the amount of forage 
each producer must supply.

Quantifying available 
forage resources can be dif-
ficult, especially on new 
land. Previous managers, 
local NRCS or extension 
educators may have a good 
estimate of appropriate and 
historical stocking rate. A 
more accurate method is clip 
and weigh, where plots are 
clipped of current years veg-
etation, dried, and weighed 
before being converted to 
a pounds-per-acre value to 
base stocking rate on. There 
are also online tools such 
as Web Soil Survey and 
Rangeland Analysis Platform 
that use past monitoring or 
remotely sensed data to pro-
duce approximate forage 
production that can be used 
to inform stocking rates.

Flexible...
(Continued from page 13)
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in understanding the genet-
ics that cause one cow to be
more adapted than anoth-
er. It is an ambitious proj-
ect, but I know he is up to
the task. Go see him the
next time you are in town.

There will be one more
new Extension hire next
year. As of October 31st,
after thirty-five and half
years I am going to retire
from Extension and go run
cows in Washington Coun-
ty. I have always enjoyed
working with ICA, County
Extension Agents, produc-
ers, industry folks, and oth-
ers but I’m done. I know
who ever is selected to
replace me, that you will
treat them with the respect
and kindness you have
always shown me. Thank
you!

(Continued from page 5)
New faces...

normal expenses for trans-
porting feed to livestock
during drought. The pay-
ment formula excludes the
first 25 miles and any
mileage over 1,000 miles.
The reimbursement rate is
60% of the costs above
what would normally have
been incurred during the
same time period in a nor-
mal (non-drought) year.

Transporting livestock
ELAP provides finan-

cial assistance to livestock
producers who are hauling
livestock to a new location
for feed resources due to
insufficient feed or grazing
in drought-impacted areas.
As with transporting feed,
the payment formula for
transporting livestock
excludes the first 25 miles
and any mileage over 1,000
miles. The reimbursement
rate is 60% of the costs
above what would normal-
ly have been incurred dur-
ing the same time period in
a normal (non-drought)
year.

An online tool is now
available to help ranchers
document and estimate
payments to cover feed and
livestock transportation
costs caused by drought.
Download it at https://view.
officeapps.live.com/op/vie
w.aspx?src=https%3A%2
F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%
2FAssets%2FUSDA-FS
A-Public%2Fusdafiles%
2 F D i s a s t e r- A s s i s t % 2
Felap-feed-transportation-
worksheet-ver-1_1-4_6_22.
xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWS
ELINK.

Reporting losses
For calendar year 2022

forward, producers must

submit a notice of loss to
their local FSA office
within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is apparent.
Producers should contact
FSA as soon as the loss of
water or feed resources are
known.

For ELAP eligibility,
documentation of expenses
is critical. Producers should
maintain records and re-
ceipts associated with the
costs of transporting water
to eligible livestock, the
costs of transporting feed
to eligible livestock, the
costs of additional feed
purchases, and the costs of
transporting eligible live-
stock to forage or other

grazing acres.
Additional drought assis-

tance
ELAP assistance is also

available to producers im-
pacted by wildfire. Contact
the local FSA office for
more information on
ELAP resources for wild-
fire losses. Beekeepers also
can benefit from ELAP
provisions and should con-
tact their county FSA
office within 15 calendar
days of when a loss occurs
or is apparent.

FSA is now accepting
applications for the Live-
stock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP) to provide
financial assistance to eligi-

ble producers for 2022
grazing losses due to a
qualifying drought or fire.
The deadline to apply for
2022 LFP assistance is
Jan. 30, 2023.

More than 200 Texas
counties have met the
drought severity levels that
trigger LFP eligibility for
the 2022 program year. For
LFP, qualifying drought
triggers are determined
using the U.S. Drought
Monitor.  .

More information
Additional disaster as-

sistance information can be
found on farmers.gov,
including the Farmers.gov
drought page. 

Correction: The drought
assistance information
from USDA FSA original-
ly posted on July 20 incor-
rectly referenced assis-
tance for purchased feed
due to drought as a com-
pensable expense through

the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees
and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP). Feed
purchase is not covered by
ELAP for drought.

SLS

(Continued from page 3)
D.C. News...

TANK COATINGS - ROOF COATINGS
Available for Metal, Composition,

Shingles or Tar Roofs.
Long lasting and easy to apply.

We also manufacture Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call For Our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com
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Feed concerns as we move into winter
By Matthew Diersen,  Ness School of Management & Economics 

New-crop corn futures 
have steadily increased over 
the past two months. Thus, 
there is not any relief in sight 
for higher feed costs. With 
higher interest rates, the cost 
of storage becomes a larger 
concern. There is currently 
very little carry in the corn 
futures prices, suggesting 
that going hand-to-mouth for 
feed needs could be consid-
ered if the feeder can ensure 
they can secure supplies later. 
Corn yields in the northern 
plains are not great, but pro-

duction levels and old-crop 
stocks levels suggest that se-
curing feed will later in the 
marketing year would not be 
an issue, but the price may 
not be attractive. For those 
looking for price protec-
tion, the implied volatility 
in the corn market remains 
in normal ranges despite the 
higher price levels. Thus, 
end users may consider buy-
ing a call option to protect 
from further price increases.

Continued high corn 
prices would be expected 

to impact livestock feed 
use. For example, higher 
prices should result in lower 
slaughter weights or fewer 
animals slaughtered at very 
heavy finish weights. Costs 
of gain should have down-
ward pressure on returns to 
feeding at heavy weights. 
However, the prices have 
been high on the cash side 
for a long time, so the im-
pact is not being reflected in 
recently observed weights. 
The recent price shock has 
been observed in feeder cat-

tle futures, which have fallen 
as corn has increased on the 
futures side. In the recent 
WASDE, there is very little 
feed use adjustment even 
though the corn price is high. 
The market continues to act 
hungry for corn, which also 
limits the carry in that market.

The other prominent feed 
is hay, either from alfalfa or 
grass. In the October Crop 
Production report, the pro-
duction of both types was re-
vised to sharply lower than in 
August. Grass hay production 
is much lower in 2022 than 
in 2021 from Texas to South 
Dakota. At the national level, 
old crop hay stocks were a 

modest 16.8 million tons on 
May 1. The 2022 production 
total of 112.0 million tons 
gives a supply of 128.8 mil-
lion tons. A little checking 
suggests this is the lowest 
U.S. production and sup-

ply levels since the 1950s.
Very severe rationing with 

recent prices suggests fall hay 
use of 56.6 million tons and 
December 1 stocks of 72.2 
million tons; both would be 
levels not seen in decades. In 
August (the most recent na-
tional numbers available), the 
U.S. all hay price of $246 per 
ton was sharply higher than 
the price of $193 per ton in 
2021. A slightly softening 
of fuel costs may help miti-
gate the most extreme price 
differences, but the general 
price level will remain high 
until supplies can improve in 
future years. The higher U.S. 
dollar, compared to most 
other currencies in recent 
months, would have a slight 
dampening effect on the hay 
situation. The U.S. is a net 
exporter of hay, as exports 
exceed imports. The stronger 
dollar would push the U.S. 
price higher for importers, 
making it less attractive in 
the global market. However, 
there are not many economi-
cal sources for imported hay 
for U.S. feed consumption.
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The cattle cycle
By Josh Maples,  Mississippi State University 

Department of Agricultural Economics

Much discussion sur-
rounding cattle markets in 
2022 has focused on factors 
impacting current and future 
supplies. Drought-induced 
feedlot placements, higher 
cow and heifer slaughter, and 
lower auction receipts are 
all topics discussed in this 
newsletter over the past few 
months that have implica-
tions for cattle supplies mov-
ing forward. Let’s take a step 
back and look at the supply 
situation from a longer-term 
perspective which is typi-
cally called the cattle cycle.

The cattle industry is 
cyclical by nature. The pro-
duction lags inherent to the 
sector lead to long-lasting 
impacts of production deci-
sions. Increased liquidation 
in 2022 implies tighter sup-
plies for next year. Similarly, 
times of herd expansion are 
typically a multi-year period. 
This expansion story held 
true during 2014-2018. The 
cliché of it taking a while to 
turn a large ship is fitting.

The cattle industry has 
moved in cycles for as far 
back as we have data to see. 
The chart above shows the 
last eight cattle cycles dating 
back to 1938. A cycle is de-
fined as the cattle inventory 
low point, through the peak, 
and back to the next low point 
where the next cycle begins. 
As shown in the chart, these 
cycles typically last roughly 
10 years. January 1, 2023 
will mark the ninth year of 
the current cycle that began 
in 2014. We are currently 
in the contraction phase of 
the cycle after peaking in 
2018/19. The current cycle 
will end whenever the next 
expansion phase begins.

How long we continue to 
contract will be directly im-
pacted by drought and pas-
ture conditions. Below is a 
chart pulled from Drought 
monitor data from 2000-cur-
rent. The current drought 
draws comparisons to the 
2011-2013 and has led to 
similar liquidation impacts 
on the cattle inventory. Herd 
expansion will be difficult 
until the drought abates.

Producer profitability will 
be the key driver of when the 
next expansion phase oc-
curs and when the next cattle 
cycle begins. 2014/15 was a 
clear example. At record high 
prices, producers figured out 
how to produce more and the 
result ended seven consecu-
tive years of contraction. Just 
a few years ago, the thought 
of reaching those record 
price levels again seemed 
far-fetched. However, we 

are again experiencing many 
of the same ingredients that 
led to the 2014/15 market. 

Cattle futures markets for 
2023 are at levels not seen 
since 2015. The timing is 
still up in the air, and beef 
demand will certainly mat-
ter, but the end of the current 
cattle cycle may ultimately 
not look all that different 
from the end of the last one.

Mass timber: What to know about today’s 
options for building with wood

Source: Texas Forest Service
Mass timber could be the 

best-kept secret in Texas. But 
those familiar with the build-
ing material recognize its 
potential to reshape the way 
buildings are designed and 
constructed in the U.S. while 
promoting healthy forests.

Rob Hughes, Texas 
Forestry Association 
Executive Director, said 
the rising popularity of the 
building material is a game-
changer in the forest indus-

try because it will be used 
in commercial buildings.

“The commercial build-
ings markets provide brand 
new opportunities for for-
est products to expand be-
yond their current limited 
use mostly in single- and 
multi-family housing,” 
Hughes said. “Having 
healthy forested ecosystems 
is the goal of tree farmers 
and these new opportuni-
ties will allow them to con-

tinue providing wood and 
other environmental ben-
efits that come from sus-
tainably managed forests.”

The usefulness and ver-
satility of one mass tim-
ber product could make 
cross-laminated timber the 
Swiss Army Knife of this 
category of wood prod-
ucts. Construction with 
CLT developed in Europe 
and is on the rise across the 

(Continued on page 17)
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Report shows ending U.S. beef trade could be 
catastrophic for industry
 Source: Kansas State University

A recent report revealed 
economic disaster would be 
the end result if all U.S. beef 
trade was eliminated. The re-
port was authored by agricul-
tural economists Glynn Tonsor 
of Kansas State University 
and Derrell Peel from 
Oklahoma State University.

According to the report, 
if both U.S. beef exports and 
imports declined by just 10%, 
prices and quantities of feeder 
cattle and fed cattle would fall 
significantly. Cumulatively, 
a 10% reduction in beef trade 
over 10 years would create a 
loss of $12.9 billion to those 
selling feeder cattle and 
$6.8 billion to fed cattle sell-
ers. A scenario where 100% 
of U.S. beef trade was lost 
would suggest a catastrophic 
impact, broadly approxi-
mated in the report to cost 
those selling feeder cattle 

$129 billion and fed cattle 
$68 billion, leading to a sig-
nificantly smaller industry.

The authors also calcu-
lated the impact on individual 
states. In the case of a 10% 
decrease in U.S. beef trade, 
Kansans selling feeder cattle 
would experience a $611 mil-
lion loss and those selling fed 
cattle would see a $1.22 bil-
lion loss. If completely elim-
inated, feeder cattle sellers in 
Kansas could stand to lose $9.1 
billion over a 10-year period.

Additionally, the report 
outlines why the U.S. exports 
and imports beef and provides 
a review of historical beef 
trade data. The authors high-
light that implied trade prices 
clearly show the U.S. receives 
a higher dollar per pound value 
for exports than it pays for 
imports. From 2016 through 
2020, the U.S. average annual 

unprepared beef exports were 
2.05 billion pounds, which 
had an export value of $6.4 
billion and an implied export 
price of $3.13/lb. Conversely, 
the average annual unprepared 
beef imports for that same 
time were 2.30 billion pounds, 
with an import value of $5.8 
billion and an implied import 
price of $2.52/lb. The authors 
state in the report these statis-
tics “clearly indicate partic-
ipation in the global market 
provides a net economic gain.”

To read the full report, 
click https://www.agmanager.
info/livestock-meat/market-
ing-extension-bulletins/trade-
and-demand/assessing-eco-
nomic-impact-would-follow. 
The report was commissioned 
by the Kansas Beef Council, 
Oklahoma Beef Council 
and Texas Beef Council.

NCBA urges EPA to pause WOTUS rulemaking 
following Supreme Court actions

The National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA) 
called on the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to 
pause their “Waters of the 
United States” (WOTUS) 
rulemaking following to-
day’s Supreme Court oral ar-

guments in the case Sackett 
v. EPA, a case that will de-
termine the EPA’s authority 
to regulate bodies of water 
under the Clean Water Act.

“Today’s oral arguments 
highlighted the need for the 
Supreme Court to put this 

issue to bed once and for all. 
Since the passage of the Clean 
Water Act, cattle producers 
have experienced the regu-
latory whiplash of shifting 
WOTUS definitions—on 
average, a change every 3.8 

(Continued on page 19)
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U.S., but to many, it remains unfamiliar. 
Here are five things to know about the 
latest trend in sustainable construction.

What is mass timber?
Mass timber is a family of engi-

neered wood products that are solid lay-
ers of wood pressed and bonded together. 
The finished product is stronger than 
steel and lighter than concrete. Types of 
mass timber panels include cross-lami-
nated timber, nail-laminated timber and 
dowel-laminated timber. Applications 
for each type vary, with expansive possi-
bilities in various types of construction.

“Cross-laminated timber can be used 
in all of the major structural elements of 
a building,” said Dr. Aaron Stottlemyer, 
Texas A&M Forest Service Forest 
Analytics Department Head. “And mass 
timber buildings are lighter than concrete 
or steel buildings, so the foundation doesn’t 
have to be as extensive or expensive.”

What are the benefits of CLT?
Cross-laminated timber construc-

tion has a number of benefits over more 
conventional construction systems, in-
cluding a quicker construction time, 
cost-efficiency, structural strength 
and environmental sustainability.

“Wood is a quickly renewable re-
source,” Stottlemyer said. “Unlike conven-
tional steel and concrete building systems, 
forests are renewable and sustainable.”

Mass timber buildings have a smaller 
carbon footprint than construction 
using steel or concrete. “Steel and con-
crete construction is energy intensive,” 
Stottlemyer said. “It takes fossil fuel, and 
manufacturing steel emits carbon dioxide, 
while the wood in cross-laminated tim-
ber panels stores carbon for the life of the 
wood, which may be hundreds of years.”

And in addition to being aesthetically 
pleasing, the exposed wood in mass tim-
ber buildings provides physical and men-
tal health benefits. Research has shown 
that working and living in buildings 
where you can see exposed wood can re-
lieve stress and help people perform better.

“By building with CLT, it’s providing 
people with a connection to nature and 
making the spaces we inhabit healthier 
and more appealing,” said Stottlemyer.

Is it safe?
The International Building Code 

allows mass timber construction up 
to 18 stories tall, approval that came 
only after extensive testing for struc-
tural integrity in fire and seismic con-
ditions as well as blast resistance.

A primary concern for consumers is 
fire safety, and though wood products are 
combustible, mass timber has a high de-
gree of fire resistance because of its density.

During fires, mass timber chars 
on the outside, creating a protec-
tive layer that insulates the interior of 
the wood and slowing combustion of 
the wood and the spread of the fire.

Testing also demonstrated that mass 
timber buildings can withstand the impact 
of a tornado and harsh wind conditions.

“There are places on the coast where 
there’s a tendency for wind events to 
have large impact, and there’s poten-
tial for CLT to be used to build more re-
silient buildings,” Stottlemyer said.
Is using more wood good for the forest?

Texas is home to 12 million acres 
of productive timberland, and the state 
is growing 30 percent to 40 percent 
more timber than is harvested each year.

Mass timber...
(Continued from page 15)

OCT 25 Phillips Ranch – Fenco Brangus Bull Sale, Bunnell, FL 
OCT 25 Perez Cattle Co. Hereford Bull Sale, Columbus, TX
OCT 26 Texas Hereford Assn. Fall Classic Sale, Buffalo, TX
OCT 29 7P Ranch Simmental Annual Fall Bull & Female Sale,  
 Tyler, TX 
OCT 29 Jordan Cattle Auction Fall “Best of the Best”
 Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX 
OCT 29 South Texas Hereford Assn. Bull & Female Sale,   
 Beeville, TX
NOV 2 Cowmaker Angus Bull Sale, Crockett, TX

NOV 3  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering featuring  
 Hales Angus Farms & Cannon Charolais Ranch, San  
 Saba, TX 

NOV 4-5 GenePLUS Brangus at Chimney Rock, Concord, AR
NOV 5 Southern Cattle Company Annual Sale, Marianna, FL
NOV 7  The Branch Ranch Brangus Bull & Female Sale, 
 Mansfield, LA 
NOV 9  Buffalo Livestock Marketing Pre-Conditioned Calf Sale,  
 Buffalo, TX 
NOV 9  Barber Ranch Herefords/Express Angus Bull Sale, San  
 Saba, TX 
NOV 11-12 ACE @ Quail Valley Farms Brangus & Santa 
 Gertrudis Bull & Female Sales, Oneonta, AL 
NOV 12 Lesikar Ranch Fall Bull Sale, Athens, TX
NOV 17 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering featuring  
 Schaefer Farms Angus, San Saba, TX
NOV 18-19 Cavender-Draggin’ M Partners Brangus Bull, 
 Female and Commercial Female Sales, Jacksonville,TX
NOV 19 Collier Farms Beefmaster Performance Bull Sale,
 Brenham, TX
NOV 19 South Texas Heritage Santa Gertrudis Sale, Robstown,  
 TX
NOV 26 Pine Belt Alliance Brangus Bull & Female Sale, Purvis,  
 MS 
DEC 2 Lone Star Angus Alliance 22nd Annual Bull & Female  
 Sale, Hallettsville, TX
DEC 3  Rancher’s Choice Charolais Bull Sale, Nixon, TX
DEC 3 Brazos Valley Livestock 25th Annual Fall Replacement  
 Sale, Bryan, TX

DEC 3  Texas Drovers Bull & Commercial Female Sale, Weimar, TX 

DEC 3  Tom Brothers Opening Day of Private Treaty Sale,   
 Campbellton, TX 
DEC 3 2 Bar C 4th Annual Production Sale, Luling, TX
DEC 3  Pied Piper Farms Hereford Production Sale, Industry, TX
DEC 7  Caldwell Livestock Auction Special Cow Sale,
 Caldwell, TX
DEC 10 Navasota Livestock Auction 17th Annual Special Female  
 & Bull Replacement Sale, Navasota, TX
DEC 15  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba, TX
DEC 17 Pearsall Livestock Auction End Of The Year Cow Sale,  
 Pearsall, TX

JAN 12  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, Shady Oak  
 Farm Charolais & SimAngus Bulls, San Saba, TX
JAN 21  45th Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, El Campo, TX
JAN 21  Jordan Cattle Auction Replacement Female Sale, San  
 Saba, TX
JAN 28 38th Annual DeWitt County All Breed Bull & Female Sale,  
 Cuero, TX
JAN 29  53rd Annual Powerhouse Sale, Ft. Worth, TX
FEB 4  South Texas Hereford Assn. Spring Sale, Beeville, TX
FEB 9  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, Martin-Bruni  
 Brangus and Cannon Charolais, San Saba, TX
FEB 14 32nd Annual San Antonio Livestock Show All Breeds Bull  
 Sale & Commercial Female Sale Judging, San Antonio  
 Livestock Show, San Antonio, TX
FEB 15 32nd Annual San Antonio Livestock Show All Breeds Bull  
 Sale & Commercial Female Sale, San Antonio Livestock  
 Show, San Antonio, TX
FEB 18  Jordan Cattle Auction Early Spring Replacement Female  
 Sale, San Saba, TX
FEB 18  Border Classic Beefmaster Sale, Edcouch, TX
FEB 18  Foundation Angus Alliance Sale, Luling, TX
FEB 25  Hallettsville Livestock Commission Special Female Sale,  
 Hallettsville, TX
FEB 28  Perez Cattle Co. Bull Sale, Nara Visa, NM
MAR 1 Houston Livestock Show 56th Annual All Breeds Bull  
 & Commercial Female Sale, Houston Livestock Show &  
 Rodeo, Houston, TX
MAR 2  Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, Cattleman’s  
 Kind Bull Sale Simmental & SimAngus Bulls, San Saba,  
 TX
MAR 18 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Replacement Female Sale,  
 San Saba, TX
MAR 23 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, Knox 
 Brothers Bull Sale, Hereford & Angus, San Saba, TX
MAR 21 Flying S Herefords Production Sale, Paluxy, TX
MAR 25 Emmons Ranch Beefmaster Bull Sale, Groesbeck, TX
APR 6   Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba, TX
APR 15  Jordan Cattle Auction Spring “Best of the Best” 
 Replacement Female Sale, San Saba, TX
MAY 6 Jordan Cattle Auction May Replacement Female Sale, San  
 Saba, TX
JUN 3 Jordan Cattle Auction June Replacement Female Sale, San  
 Saba, TX

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hales Angus & Cannon Charolais Bull Sale  
Thursday, November 3 @ 10:00 am | San Saba 

In conjunction with the regular sale.  Bulls will sell at 10:00 am. 
30 Angus & 50 Charolais Bulls - Books are Closed!  

 
 
 
 

Barber Ranch & Guest (Express Ranches) Bull Sale  
*Wednesday, November 9 @ 11:00 am | San Saba  

100 Hereford & 39 Angus Bulls  
 
 

For details on the above sale or online viewing/bidding call or visit our website. 
 
 
 

Ken & Kynda Jordan - Owners & Operators  
San Saba  325-372-5159 | Mason  325-347-6361 |  jordancattle.com 

Weekly Sales at 11:00 AM 
Mason on Monday & San Saba on 

Upcoming Upcoming 
EventsEvents

l 2023 l
JAN 13 - FEB 4 Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo,   
 Fort Worth, TX
FEB 9-26 San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo, San
 Antonio, TX
FEB 28-MAR 19 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo,  
 Houston, TX

MATT JONES
979.777.7571

TREY
KIRKPATRICK
979.324.5518

www.
solidrockranch.com

NOV 2ND

(Continued on page 19)
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Reverses ..........................$15.00
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additional line (allow 16 char-
acters per line). The terms on

Classified advertising are cash.
No credit is allowed.

Credit For Errors Allowed On First Insertion Only

3-Cattle

3-Cattle
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Willis, Texas
Registered Brangus Cattle and Quarter Horses

Mike Manners, Owner Bill Cawley, Cattle Manager
2505 N. Frazier St., St. 100 713/875-7711 mobile
Conroe, Texas 77303 wfcawley@yahoo.com
www.stalwartranch.com

-- For Sale --
TEASER BULLS

Halter Breaking Donkeys Avail.
Triple S Cattle Service

254/793-2389 or 254/793-2484
Cell: 512/963-2116

Hallettsville, Texas

Registered Angus Bulls For Sale:
14-24 mo. old bulls. EPD’s, breeding guarantee, virgin bulls ready for service.

Home:
361/798-5662
Mark’s Cell:
361/798-6558

www.jbarangus.com

West Texas Tough
325/554-7838 • 325/669-5727

BRANGUS BULLS

BUCKNER POLLED
BEEFMASTERS

Heifers, Cows, Bulls Available
Near Groesbeck, Texas

254/747-2199
www.bucknerpolledbeefmasters.info

For information on Simmental
and Simbrah, contact:

Bill Carr
HILLTOP RANCH

BEEFMASTERS
Ranch Locations:

Webb County - 30 miles Northeast of
Laredo, Texas

Wilson County - 8 miles West of
Floresville, Texas

Kendall County - Midway between Boerne
and Fredericksburg, Texas

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2947

Laredo, Texas 78044-2947
Phone: (361) 586-5067

19-Livestock Supplies

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

WILSON &
WILSON BRANGUS

Troup, TX

Producing Quality Brangus
since 1990!

info@wilsonbrangus.com

REGISTERED
BRANGUS BULLS

Scotty    903/360-1576
Ross    903/649-3166

LSAA
Bull and Select

Female Sale
Dec. 2, 2022

Texas Simmental/
Simbrah Association

President - Sam Hodges
825 Usener St. #726 | Houston, TX 77009

903-701-7929
info.txsimmentalsimbrah@gmail.com

www.texassimmentalsimbrah.com

QUALITY COASTAL HAY & ALFALFA
SPRIGGING AVAILABLE • COASTAL • TIFTON 85 • JIGGS

1300 Bootleg Road Larry 830/570-0878
Pleasanton, TX 78064 Dustin 830/570-2551

jasikhayfarms.com

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News and Sale Reports!

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

OUTFRONT CATTLE SERVICE
DENNIS ADAMS
P.O. BOX 10590

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77842
979/693-1301 • 979/229-4472 (M)

EMAIL: dennis@outfrontcattle.com

TXE-127-006591
Auctioneer & Sale Manager

7320 Triple Elm North
San Antonio, Texas 78263

210/648-5475 Ofc. - 210/648-4939 Fax
210/415-0888 Mobile

P.O. Box 1941 • Beeville, TX 78104
Office: 361-362-COWS • Fax: 361-362-1035

Mobile: 361-362-5863
Email: casascattle@hotmail.com

3G SALES & SERVICE
MIKE GREEN

915 Pearidge • Franklin, GA 30217
979/229-6563 • threeg1990@yahoo.com

Private Treaty Marketing
Sales Management

Consultation
Reproductive Physiology

(A.I. and Palpation)

GREG CLIFTON
Auctioneer

817-313-5250

2701 Fox Glenn Ct.
Hurst, Texas 76054

1312 Rodden Dr.
Decatur, TX 76234

972/839-6485
www.doaklambert.com

28-Trucks/Trailers

If a great picture is worth $1,000
Imagine the value of a great video.

WADE FISHER • 254/319-5349
wade@idealvideoproductions.com
www.idealvideoproductions.com

27-Services

27-Services

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News
and Sale Reports!

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News
and Sale Reports!

To Place Ads,  Call: 210/524-9697

Elstner Meat Processing LLC, dba

2109 HWY 90 • Weimar, TX 78962 • 979-725-6203

State Inspected Processing Facility.
Private Labels available.

Weimar

Est. 2022
MEAT COMPANY

•Semen Collection & Processing
•CSS Available Facility

•Storage •Shipping •Supplies
•A.I. •Embryo Collections

•A.I. Training Schools
At our facilities or on-farm collecting

18035 FM 17 • Canton, TX 75103
Toll Free 1-866-604-4044

Fax 903-567-6587

www.championgenetics.com
Brenda Barton • 903/567-4044 (Office)

Craig Barton • 903/920-3223

30-Semen/Embryos
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Visit
www.SOUTHERNLIVESTOCK.com

for all of your advertising needs and the latest 
news and sale reports!
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Meanwhile, some of 
the fastest-growing cit-
ies in the state are within 
reasonable transportation 
distance of the resource.

“We really have the poten-
tial to grow our own cities,” 
Stottlemyer said. “We have 
the resources and the demand 
for the resources. There are 
sustainability issues with the 
current methods of construc-
tion, and cross-laminated 
timber has the potential to ad-
dress many of those issues.”

With more than 90 per-
cent of the state’s forest land 
privately owned, the lack 
of strong markets for wood 
products could mean forest 

land transitions to other uses.
“The worst thing that 

could happen to our forests is 
conversion to non-forest use. 
When good markets exist, 
forest landowners are more 
likely to continue to own 
the forest and invest in good 
management,” Stottlemyer 
said. “Using forests can 
help maintain forests.”

What comes next?
 “We need to get to a point 

where building owners, de-
velopers, design and con-
struction professionals are 
aware of mass timber, accept 
it and are willing to build 
with it,” Stottlemyer said.

 That means promoting 
the benefits of mass timber 
to the communities of archi-
tects, engineers, builders, de-

velopers, planners, financial 
institutions and universities.

 “Academic institutions 
are where innovation hap-
pens,” Stottlemyer said. 
“We also have to teach 
the future leaders about 
the value of mass timber.”

Current manufactur-
ing limits the availabil-
ity of mass timber, par-
ticularly cross-laminated 
timber panels made from 
southern yellow pine. 

“We have the resource and 
the demand for wood prod-
ucts,” Stottlemyer said. “Our 
communities and our cities 
are growing. All of this points 
to opportunities for existing 
facilities to increase produc-
tion as well as the establish-
ment of new manufacturing.”
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looked excellent and
upland fields looked good.
Corn was a lost cause, and
most growers were debat-
ing whether to harvest
fields due to low yield
potential. Melon harvest
continued and was the one
bright spot for producers as
demand continued to be
good. Pecan loads were
good in the Rio Grande
Valley for the most part,
and some orchards were
expecting excellent yields.
The El Paso County Water
Improvement District was
expected to announce soon
when irrigation would be
shut off for the remainder
of the year. Producers
were reporting Mozena
obtusa, mesquite webworm

and rose rosette. Produc-
ers continued to cull and
sell livestock.

WEST CENTRAL:
The district was very hot
and very dry with tempera-
tures above 100 degrees
daily. Dryland cotton was
being zeroed out through
insurance, and irrigated
cotton that remained was
in poor to fair condition as
producers struggled to
keep up with water
demands. Very little hay
was being produced from
irrigated pastures. Corn
was mature and drying
down, and harvest should
start soon with below-aver-
age yields expected.
Harvested acres were
expected to be limited as
many corn acres went to
silage due to irrigation lim-
its early in the season.

Irrigated sorghum was fair,
but yields were expected to
be down. Trees of all
species were dropping
leaves early. Insect pest
problems were increasing.
Livestock producers were
thinning herds and liqui-
dating stock.

SOUTHWEST: Con-
ditions continued to deteri-
orate due to extreme heat
and drought. Most range-
land grasses and certain
water-intensive deciduous
plants continued to go into
dormancy due to lack of
moisture. Corn and milo
harvest continued with
well-below average yields
reported. Rangelands con-
tinued to be extremely dry
with elevated fire danger.
Cotton fared well in the hot
conditions but was being
heavily irrigated. Herd
numbers were still being
culled. Livestock were still
being supplemented and
many were being sold
because of drought. Rivers
and tanks were drying up.

SOUTH: Soil moisture
conditions were very short
to short across the district
with triple-digit tempera-
tures reported. High day-
time temperatures reached
110 degrees with no rainfall
reported. Irrigated crops
looked fair. Corn harvest
continued. Cotton was still
in the blooming stage in
some areas, and harvest

(Continued from page 17)
Crops...

Is this a fall pricing opportunity for feeders?
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension professor livestock marketing, University of Kentucky

As has been the case all
year, there is no shortage of
factors to discuss when it
comes to this cattle market.
Drought has intensified in
much of the Southern
Plains and has also moved
into large portions of the
Southeast since early sum-
mer. This continues to
result in very large beef
cow slaughter levels, which
have been running 14%
above last year. There is a
little time lag on harvest
data, but a lot of signs point
to cow culling accelerating

again in recent weeks as
conditions have worsened.

Had it not been for the

widespread drought, beef
production would be run-
ning below 2021 levels. The
cow herd and calf crop
have been getting smaller
for several years now. But,
the onslaught of cows and
heifers entering the supply
chain is adding to beef pro-
duction. At the same time,
cattle on feed numbers
have been higher because
cattle have been placed on
feed sooner than would
normally be expected. For
example, calves that were
pulled off wheat pasture

early this winter (or those
that went straight to feed
and never saw wheat pas-
ture) are also entering the
supply chain.

There has also been
some “pull” from the
demand side. Consumer
demand has remained
strong at the retail level.
And, beef exports are run-
ning more than 5% above
the high levels seen in 2021.
There is simply no way that
this supply picture is not
going to get much tighter
once we work through the

effects of this drought. And
the longer the drought per-
sists, the tighter that supply
picture will be on the other
side.

Risk management tools
such as futures and options
and Livestock Risk Pro-
tection (LRP) Insurance
provide producers the
opportunity to capture
price expectations revealed
through futures markets.
The markets understand
the tight supply picture that
is being set up and have
responded accordingly.
Fall CME© Feeder Cattle
futures have moved back
into the mid-$180, which is
more than $10 per cwt
higher than they were in
late May. As I write this in
mid-July, I would remind
everyone that this creates
pricing opportunities for
summer stocker opera-

tions, and spring calving
cow-calf operations, that
will be marketing cattle this
fall.

Producers that use
Livestock Risk Protection
(LRP) insurance, which is
heavily subsidized and scal-
able to smaller quantities,
need to remember that the
minimum length of cover-
age is 13 weeks. So, the first
available ending dates for
LRP policies being pur-
chased right now are in
mid-October. For a lot of
people, that means it is
time to act if they want to
manage price risk for this
fall. There is no way to
know where these markets
are headed, but there are
opportunities to take
advantage of this recent
price run up.

SLS

FARMS AND RANCHES FOR SALE

Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548

Mobile: 214-676-6973
Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net

Accredit Buyer Representation (ABR) - We Can Help Buyers.

31-Real Estate For Sale

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

270 Acres. Mitchell County, Texas. Just off I-20, Loraine, Texas. 270 Acres with nice
cash flow. 6 wind turbins. 90 acres of limestone that crushes and is very sough after.
Irrigation well and equipment. Nice modest home and other improvements. 1/4 oil and
gas minerals. Offered at 2.2 million.
198 Acres. Fannin County, Texas. Trenton, Texas north of MeKinney, south of Bonham.
Good county road frontage. Rural water, electricity. Fast growing area. $20,000.00 per
acre.
83 Acres. Kaufman County, Texas. 26 miles Southeast
of Dallas. Long road frontage on FM 1390 near state
Hwy. 34. 6 inch waterline along the front, electricity.
Sandy soil. Offered at $20,000.00 per acre.

was underway in others.
Many cotton acres contin-
ued to struggle and might
not be harvested. Produc-
ers also started harvesting
sesame fields. Most early
planted grain corn and
sorghum was harvested
with poor yields reported.
Peanuts were pegging.
Citrus and sugarcane con-
tinued to be irrigated.
Water levels in Falcon
Lake were very low.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions continued to
decline, and supplemental
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Hay harvests were
well below normal, and
supplies were tightening
leading to rising bale
prices. Deliveries of hay
were increasing. Cattle
producers were thinning or
liquidating herds. Sale
barns were reporting lower
prices on cattle with fair to
poor body condition
scores. Sunflower and
sorghum food plots were in
poor condition. Wildlife,
including deer, were being
provided supplemental
feed, and fawn sightings
were reported. Feed prices
continued to be high.

SLS

Visit Us Online At:   www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News and Sale Reports!

Producers that use
Livestock Risk
Protection  insurance,
which is heavily sub-
sidized and scalable
to smaller quantities,
need to remember that
the minimum length of
coverage is 13 weeks

“

“
SOLD
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looked excellent and
upland fields looked good.
Corn was a lost cause, and
most growers were debat-
ing whether to harvest
fields due to low yield
potential. Melon harvest
continued and was the one
bright spot for producers as
demand continued to be
good. Pecan loads were
good in the Rio Grande
Valley for the most part,
and some orchards were
expecting excellent yields.
The El Paso County Water
Improvement District was
expected to announce soon
when irrigation would be
shut off for the remainder
of the year. Producers
were reporting Mozena
obtusa, mesquite webworm

and rose rosette. Produc-
ers continued to cull and
sell livestock.

WEST CENTRAL:
The district was very hot
and very dry with tempera-
tures above 100 degrees
daily. Dryland cotton was
being zeroed out through
insurance, and irrigated
cotton that remained was
in poor to fair condition as
producers struggled to
keep up with water
demands. Very little hay
was being produced from
irrigated pastures. Corn
was mature and drying
down, and harvest should
start soon with below-aver-
age yields expected.
Harvested acres were
expected to be limited as
many corn acres went to
silage due to irrigation lim-
its early in the season.

Irrigated sorghum was fair,
but yields were expected to
be down. Trees of all
species were dropping
leaves early. Insect pest
problems were increasing.
Livestock producers were
thinning herds and liqui-
dating stock.

SOUTHWEST: Con-
ditions continued to deteri-
orate due to extreme heat
and drought. Most range-
land grasses and certain
water-intensive deciduous
plants continued to go into
dormancy due to lack of
moisture. Corn and milo
harvest continued with
well-below average yields
reported. Rangelands con-
tinued to be extremely dry
with elevated fire danger.
Cotton fared well in the hot
conditions but was being
heavily irrigated. Herd
numbers were still being
culled. Livestock were still
being supplemented and
many were being sold
because of drought. Rivers
and tanks were drying up.

SOUTH: Soil moisture
conditions were very short
to short across the district
with triple-digit tempera-
tures reported. High day-
time temperatures reached
110 degrees with no rainfall
reported. Irrigated crops
looked fair. Corn harvest
continued. Cotton was still
in the blooming stage in
some areas, and harvest

(Continued from page 17)
Crops...

Is this a fall pricing opportunity for feeders?
By Dr. Kenny Burdine, Extension professor livestock marketing, University of Kentucky

As has been the case all
year, there is no shortage of
factors to discuss when it
comes to this cattle market.
Drought has intensified in
much of the Southern
Plains and has also moved
into large portions of the
Southeast since early sum-
mer. This continues to
result in very large beef
cow slaughter levels, which
have been running 14%
above last year. There is a
little time lag on harvest
data, but a lot of signs point
to cow culling accelerating

again in recent weeks as
conditions have worsened.

Had it not been for the

widespread drought, beef
production would be run-
ning below 2021 levels. The
cow herd and calf crop
have been getting smaller
for several years now. But,
the onslaught of cows and
heifers entering the supply
chain is adding to beef pro-
duction. At the same time,
cattle on feed numbers
have been higher because
cattle have been placed on
feed sooner than would
normally be expected. For
example, calves that were
pulled off wheat pasture

early this winter (or those
that went straight to feed
and never saw wheat pas-
ture) are also entering the
supply chain.

There has also been
some “pull” from the
demand side. Consumer
demand has remained
strong at the retail level.
And, beef exports are run-
ning more than 5% above
the high levels seen in 2021.
There is simply no way that
this supply picture is not
going to get much tighter
once we work through the

effects of this drought. And
the longer the drought per-
sists, the tighter that supply
picture will be on the other
side.

Risk management tools
such as futures and options
and Livestock Risk Pro-
tection (LRP) Insurance
provide producers the
opportunity to capture
price expectations revealed
through futures markets.
The markets understand
the tight supply picture that
is being set up and have
responded accordingly.
Fall CME© Feeder Cattle
futures have moved back
into the mid-$180, which is
more than $10 per cwt
higher than they were in
late May. As I write this in
mid-July, I would remind
everyone that this creates
pricing opportunities for
summer stocker opera-

tions, and spring calving
cow-calf operations, that
will be marketing cattle this
fall.

Producers that use
Livestock Risk Protection
(LRP) insurance, which is
heavily subsidized and scal-
able to smaller quantities,
need to remember that the
minimum length of cover-
age is 13 weeks. So, the first
available ending dates for
LRP policies being pur-
chased right now are in
mid-October. For a lot of
people, that means it is
time to act if they want to
manage price risk for this
fall. There is no way to
know where these markets
are headed, but there are
opportunities to take
advantage of this recent
price run up.
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FARMS AND RANCHES FOR SALE

Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548

Mobile: 214-676-6973
Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net

Accredit Buyer Representation (ABR) - We Can Help Buyers.

31-Real Estate For Sale

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

270 Acres. Mitchell County, Texas. Just off I-20, Loraine, Texas. 270 Acres with nice
cash flow. 6 wind turbins. 90 acres of limestone that crushes and is very sough after.
Irrigation well and equipment. Nice modest home and other improvements. 1/4 oil and
gas minerals. Offered at 2.2 million.
198 Acres. Fannin County, Texas. Trenton, Texas north of MeKinney, south of Bonham.
Good county road frontage. Rural water, electricity. Fast growing area. $20,000.00 per
acre.
83 Acres. Kaufman County, Texas. 26 miles Southeast
of Dallas. Long road frontage on FM 1390 near state
Hwy. 34. 6 inch waterline along the front, electricity.
Sandy soil. Offered at $20,000.00 per acre.

was underway in others.
Many cotton acres contin-
ued to struggle and might
not be harvested. Produc-
ers also started harvesting
sesame fields. Most early
planted grain corn and
sorghum was harvested
with poor yields reported.
Peanuts were pegging.
Citrus and sugarcane con-
tinued to be irrigated.
Water levels in Falcon
Lake were very low.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions continued to
decline, and supplemental
feeding for cattle contin-
ued. Hay harvests were
well below normal, and
supplies were tightening
leading to rising bale
prices. Deliveries of hay
were increasing. Cattle
producers were thinning or
liquidating herds. Sale
barns were reporting lower
prices on cattle with fair to
poor body condition
scores. Sunflower and
sorghum food plots were in
poor condition. Wildlife,
including deer, were being
provided supplemental
feed, and fawn sightings
were reported. Feed prices
continued to be high.
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Producers that use
Livestock Risk
Protection  insurance,
which is heavily sub-
sidized and scalable
to smaller quantities,
need to remember that
the minimum length of
coverage is 13 weeks

“

“
SOLD

SLS 8-05-22  8/2/22  5:28 PM  Page 19

Visit Us Online At:  www.southernlivestock.com
To Place Ads, Call:  210/524-9697

Visit
www.

SOUTHERN
LIVESTOCK.com

for all of your 
advertising needs 

and the latest news 
and sale reports!

Mass timber...
(Continued from page 17)

Texas Tech taking lead in $1.6M sorghum project
Source: Texas Tech

The project hopes to develop trait-based ideotype sorghum 
hybrids specifically targeted to thrive in water-deficient 
areas and in areas considered favorable for growing sor-
ghum.

Texas Tech University is 
taking the lead in one of the 
largest projects ever funded 
by the United Sorghum 
Checkoff Program (USCP).  

Krishna Jagadish, a pro-
fessor and the Thornton 
Distinguished Chair in the 
Department of Plant and Soil 
Science, received $1.6 mil-
lion in funding in partnership 
with Texas A&M University, 
Kansas State University, 
the U.S Department of 
Agriculture’s Agricultural 
Research Service locations 
in Lubbock and Manhattan, 
Kansas, and industry part-
ners. Haydee Laza, an assis-
tant professor of plant physi-
ology in the Davis College 

of Agricultural Sciences & 
Natural Resources, is a co-in-
vestigator on the project as well. 

Titled “Transforming 
grain sorghum’s climatic yield 
potential and grain quality 
through trait-based ideotype 
breeding,” the project is de-
signed to maximize the sor-
ghum crop by determining 
effective trait combinations 
for different environments. 

“The project brings to-
gether major public sorghum 
improvement programs in 
the U.S.,” Jagadish said. 
“The trans-disciplinary team 
aims to achieve the project 
goals by integrating agron-
omy, crop physiology, breed-
ing, machine learning and 

crop and climate modeling.” 
Over the course of the 

project researchers, led by 
Jagadish, hope to develop 
trait-based ideotype sorghum 
hybrids specifically targeted to 
thrive in water-deficient areas 
and in areas considered favor-
able for growing sorghum. 

“For the first time in 
modern history, we have an 
opportunity to reimagine 
the architecture of the plant 
and how it operates,” USCP 
CEO Tim Lust said. “From 
drought tolerance to pho-
tosynthetic efficiency, this 
stellar team of physiology 
experts will leave no stone 
unturned in pursuit of a more 
productive, efficient sor-

ghum plant for our farmers.”
The project is scheduled 

to last five years and incor-
porate a number of students 
seeking both master’s and 
doctoral degrees, giving it the 
added benefit of helping train 
the next generation of lead-
ers in the sorghum industry. 

“This project is timely and 
will be a difference-maker as 
we strive to improve crop re-
silience and feed the world,” 
said Plant and Soil Science 
Department Chair Glen 
Ritchie. “The collabora-
tors on this project are top 
experts in sorghum physi-
ology and stress tolerance 

years,” said NCBA Natural 
Resources and Public Lands 
Council Executive Director 
Kaitlynn Glover. “NCBA is 
hopeful that the court will 
support NCBA’s argument 
for clear and limited WOTUS 
definition, but in the meantime, 
we call on the EPA to suspend 
their rulemaking until the 
outcome of the case is clear.”

In April 2022, NCBA 
filed an amicus brief before 
the Supreme Court calling 
for a new test for determining 
whether a water feature fell 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Clean Water Act. NCBA’s ar-
gument would allow the gov-

ernment to protect substantial 
bodies of water while prevent-
ing overreach on small isolated 
agricultural water features.

NCBA also filed comments 
on the Biden administration’s 
proposed “Waters of the U.S.” 
rule. NCBA is calling for this 
rulemaking to halt until the 
Supreme Court issues a rul-
ing in the Sackett v. EPA case.

Background
NCBA has been involved 

in every step of the WOTUS 
rulemaking process. In 
February, over 1,600 cat-
tle producers from 44 states 
submitted a letter to the EPA 
calling for a limited WOTUS 
definition that retained ex-
clusions for common small 
water features found on farms 

and ranches. The Kansas 
Livestock Association, an 
NCBA affiliate, also orga-
nized an EPA roundtable 
where cattle producers high-
lighted their concerns with 
an expansive WOTUS rule.

NCBA also backed a re-
port from the EPA’s own 
Farm, Ranch, and Rural 
Communities Advisory 
Committee that recom-
mended the EPA develop a 
clear WOTUS definition, 
protect WOTUS exclusions 
of agricultural features like 
farm ditches, stock ponds, 
prairie potholes, and prior 
converted cropland, and en-
sure EPA compliance with 
the Clean Water Act and 
Supreme Court precedent.

and they will make a global 
impact with their success.”

About the USCP
The USCP is a pro-

ducer-funded organi-
zation dedicated to im-
proving the sorghum 

industry through research, 
promotion and educa-
tion. For more informa-
tion about the USCP and 
other sorghum promo-
tion projects visit www.
sorghumcheckoff .com.

NCBA...
(Continued from page 16)
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