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Managing postpartum
anestrus in beef cows for a
successful breeding season
Kacie McCarthy, University of NebraskaLincoln cow-calf specialist

PERIODICAL

As calving season is
happening for many producers, we need to start
thinking about how to
manage cows during the
early postpartum phase for
a successful breeding season. Due to calving distribution, one thing to worry
about is late calving cows
and how limited breeding
season lengths can be challenging for them. Therefore, effective planning for
reproductive health and
limiting the impact of
anestrus will ensure that
cows are set up for the
breeding season. By targeting cyclicity early in the
breeding season, cows have

a greater chance of higher
pregnancy rates and therefore increase their opportunity to become pregnant
during a limited breeding
season.
Managing the
postpartum interval
Beef cows must recover
from the nutrient and physical demands of calving and
lactation and will have 80
to 85 days to return to
estrus after calving to potentially maintain a yearly
calving interval. Failure to
successfully manage the
postpartum interval (PPI)
is one of the major causes
of reproductive loss, especially in young cows.
After calving, cows go
through postpartum anestrus, a period in which cows
do not experience estrous
cycles. During this period,
the uterus is trying to
return to non-pregnant
size, shape and position,
and repair to support
another pregnancy. This
process (uterine involution) is completed in
approximately 20 to 40
days following calving if no
complications arise.
During the first ovulation postpartum, sometimes we see shorter
estrous cycles and decreased fertility in those
females. Therefore, we
need cows to initiate
estrous cycles prior to the
start of the breeding season
to become pregnant. If
cows do not exhibit estrous
or are still in anestrus, the
chances for those females
to cycle or get bred early in
the breeding season decreases. So how can we
manage cows that calve
late or potentially are not
cycling early enough postpartum?
(Continued on page 14)
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If March is mad, what is
April?
The month of March
was busy with spring bull
sales, replacement female
sales and even purebred
female sales. Prices were
mainly up across the
board—especially for bulls.
The demand and current
prices for bulls are at past
levels when calves were
bringing $15-1600/ head.
Most of these bulls selling
were 15-18 month old bulls,
as most if not all of the

spring two year olds have
already been sold.
In reality, the bulls that
are selling in march are
born mainly from October
thru December, with a few
early January yearlings
sprinkled into these. The
Feb-April yearlings have
been coming off test for the
past 30 days and will continue for a few more weeks.
How long will these
bulls last? That’s a question
that I’m not sure I have the
answer to. There remains

Four-part ranch drought management
planning webinar series set in April
The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will
offer a four-part webinar
series “Developing a
Drought
Management
Plan for the Ranch” to help
producers manage through
and recover from the current drought, while also
preparing for the next one.
The program is scheduled
from 7-9 p.m. on April 13,
April 15, April 20 and April

22. The fee is $50 and
advanced registration at
https://bit.ly/2PfDztZ is
requir-ed by April 12.
Drought situation
Much of Texas and the
western U.S. has been in a
drought over the last year,
said Justin Benavidez,
Ph.D., AgriLife Extension
economist, Amarillo. As of
mid-March, 68% of Texas
(Continued on page 21)

USDA Livestock Export/ Import Statistics
For 3-30-2021
SPECIES:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter
b. Breeding Males
c. Breeding Females
Total
2) HOGS
a. Slaughter
b. Breeding Males
c. Breeding Females
Total
3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs
2) ewes
b. Breeding Males
c. Breeding Females
Total
4) DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males
b. Breeding Females
Total

some resistance to using
yearling bulls. When used
properly, I still maintain
that using bulls as yearlings
can make them better bulls
and will ultimately be with
you longer.
This would not be the
case if you are one that
turns out bulls and never
picks them up. A yearling
bull is going to need a little
extra help after that first
breeding season. Keeping
him on a more ideal nutrition curve will ultimately
prove to be more valuable
to you in the long term.
And think of the experience this young bull has as
opposed to a two-year old.
A yearling bull has already
spent a season with the
cows. This gives him the
added advantage of knowing your pastures better.
Cows are pretty smart critters. Have you ever noticed
there are certain places in
your pastures where your
cows graze a little heavier
or a little longer? Perhaps
the ground is a little
stronger that makes the
grass a little sweeter.
The bottom line is a two
year old bull that was used
as a yearling has a decided
advantage over the two
year old bull that was just
purchased and turned out.
Both bulls are dropping
their baby teeth, but the
bull used as a yearling
knows where the best grass
is. He’ll be working
smarter, better and will
ultimately finish the breeding season in better body
condition.
SLS

Tall Tales
The original Long Tall
Texans might have been
the Shields Brothers of
White Rock, Texas. Stacked atop each other, headto-toe, Shadrack (Shade),
Guss, Frank and Jack
Shields would have measured almost 32 feet, according to circus promoter P.T.
Barnum, who paid the
Shields boys $100 a week in
the 1880s to stand around
and be tall. They were good
at it.
Three older, more settled Shields brothers were
just as vertically gifted as
their four younger brothers
but decided to stick close to
their Hunt County farms.
The four youngest were
more than eager to get out
of the fields and join
Barnum’s “Greatest Show
on Earth” as The Texas
Giants during the 1880s.
Barnum listed their
heights as just a shade
under eight feet for three of
the brothers while Shade,
the runt, was listed at 7foot-8. To make them look
even taller, from head-totoe, Barnum outfitted the
Shields boys with pointed
hats and elevator shoes.
“There’s a sucker born
every minute,” Barnum
famously quipped, and
only suckers believed the
Shields brothers were
eight-footers. An 1880
report listed Jack as the
tallest of the brothers at
seven feet tall. Descendants have said that Shade
was 6-foot-6 and each of
the other brothers was just
a shade under seven feet, or
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a foot shorter than Barnum
would have us believe.
A decade of being
gawked at for a living was
enough for three of the
brothers, but Shade stayed
with it for a while longer.
He married German-born
Christina
Dorothea
“Ruth” Dunz, who was also
very tall but certainly well
short of the 7-foot-10
Barnum advertised. Redhaired Ruth had been married to another giant,
William Patrick O’Brien,
before she married Shade,

and so Barnum gave her
the stage name “The Irish
Giantess Annie O’Brien.”
Shade later joined his
brother Guss in running a
saloon in Greenville, Texas
then moved to Missouri,
where he sometimes performed on riverboats with
three-foot-tall Major Ray.
Shade enjoyed great popularity in Missouri, serving
as a justice of the peace and
two terms as mayor of
Hornersville.
We wonder what kind of
(Continued on page 8)

Southern Livestock Publishing, Inc.
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 791364 • San Antonio, Tx 78279-1364
Office Located:
407 Breesport • San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210/524-9697 • Fax: 210/524-9690
Publishers: Jim Banner and Michael Sturgess
Editor: Daren A. McCutchen • dmccutchen@southernlivestock.com
Contributing Editor/Special Projects Sales:
Martha Hollida Garrett ...................................................... mob. 903/316-8465
mgarrett@southernlivestock.com
Office Manager/Accounting:
Jean Tiedeman • jtiedeman@southernlivestock.com
Accounting
Wilda Vincent • wilda.vincent@southernlivestock.com
Livestock Advertising:
Jim Banner ...........................................................................mob. 210/867-6862
jbanner@southernlivestock.com
Michael Sturgess..................................................................mob. 210/867-6863
msturgess@southernlivestock.com
Commercial Advertising:
Loren Jackson - Manager .............................................................210/867-5553
ljackson@southernlivestock.com
Copy & Contract Regulations:
The Publishers reserve the right to accept or refuse advertising. The
Publishers reserve the right to label as “Advertisement” any copy that simulates editorial comment.

3-29-2021:

Wk.-Dt.:

Yr.-Dt.:

142
0
0
142

142
0
0
142

9,281
453
163
9,897

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
781
252
1,033

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

Southern Livestock Standard (USPS 024-951) is published 24 times per year,
every other week except monthly in June and December, by Southern
Livestock Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 791364, San Antonio, Texas 78279-1364.
Periodicals postage paid at San Antonio, Texas.

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
768
768

POSTMASTER: Send address changes for Southern Livestock Standard to
Southern Livestock Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 791364,
San Antonio, Texas 78279-1364.
Physical Address: 407 Breesport St., San Antonio, TX 78216

5) GOATS
a. Angora
0
0
0
b. Spanish
0
0
0
c. Other
0
0
0
Total
0
0
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tion’s vice president of government relations, says
NCBA is supportive of
USDA’s efforts to encourage disease traceability and
RFID efforts. He appreciates USDA’s commitment
to continue to pursue moving forward on implementing the adoption of RFID
use and continuing to
accommodate cattle producers’ concerns on how
this can be done safely as
well as protect data while
still having the information
group/lot
identification
necessary to lock down any
number (GIN) may be
outbreak threat.
used.
APHIS will continue to
Ethan Lane, National
(Continued on page 6)
Cattlemen’s Beef Associa-

APHIS steps back on
mandatory RFID tags
After reviewing 944
public comments on a July
2020 notice that proposed
to approve Radio Frequency
Identification
(RFID) as the official
eartag for use in interstate
movement of cattle, the
U.S.
Department
of
Agriculture’s Animal and
Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) has
decided to use the rulemaking process for future
action related to this proposal. This means that the
original notice will not be
finalized, and that all current APHIS-approved methods of identification may
be used as official identification until further notice.
This was supposed to have
gone into effect on Jan. 1,
2023.
APHIS continues to
believe that RFID tags will
provide the cattle industry
with the best protection
against the rapid spread of
animal diseases and will
therefore continue to
encourage the use of RFID
tags while rulemaking is
pending.
An official eartag is
defined as an identification
tag approved by APHIS
that bears an official identification number for individual animals. Under the
current regulations, eartags
may be used as official
identification, and both
visual-only metal and plastic tags, as well as RFID
tags are current options.
The animal disease traceability (ADT) regulations
for cattle apply only to sexually intact beef animals
over 18 months of age moving in interstate commerce,
cattle used for exhibition,
rodeo and recreational
events, and all dairy cattle.
The regulations permit
brands and tattoos as
acceptable identification if
the shipping and receiving
States agree and group/lot
identification when a

210/524-9697
Fax 210/524-9690
slivestock@southernlivestock.com
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The Santa Gertrudis Cow...
She Isn’t Just A Pretty Picture!
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USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, March 25, 2021: Total receipts
1,069, last reported (3-18-21) 1,610, last year 746. Feeder cattle 802 (75.0%), last
reported (3-18-21) 756 (47.0%), last year 582 (78.0%). Slaughter cattle 203 (19.0%),
last reported (3-18-21) 258 (16.0%), last year 134 (18.0%). Replacement cattle 64
(6.0%), last reported (3-18-21) 596 (37.0%), last year 30 (4.0%). Compared to last
week steer and heifer calves and yearlings 1.00-3.00 higher. Slaughter cows fully 3.005.00 higher; slaughter bulls not well tested. Stock cows and pairs not well tested.
Trading fairly active, demand good. Supply included: 75% Feeder Cattle (52% Steers,
48% Heifers); 19% Slaughter Cattle (96% Cows, 4% Bulls); 6% Replacement Cattle
(68% Stock Cows, 8% Bred Cows, 25% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle supply over
600 lbs was 27%.
Amarillo Livestock Auction, Amarillo, Texas, March 29, 2021: Total receipts 200,
last reported (3-22-21) 320, last year 0. Feeder cattle 190 (95.0%), last reported (3-2221) 298 (93.1%), last year 0. Slaughter cattle 5 (2.5%), last reported (3-22-21) 13
SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-26-21
VOLUME: 530
TREND: Active/no change.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter Bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
110-162
110-183
112-164
112-167
109-141
92-134
30-66
69-88
570-935
—

HEIFERS
111-182
101-172
106-152
100-147
100-135
82-118

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-24-21
VOLUME: 759
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter Bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
140-212.5
160-210
150-200
s140-177
130-162
120-136
40-69
70-95
700-1000
700-1150

HEIFERS
120-170
120-170
110-160
105-145
105-135
100-120

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-30-21
VOLUME: 3020
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter Bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
170-222
160-200
148-200
140-192
132-181
128-160
52-74
81-100
620-1375
800-1650

HEIFERS
133-218
125-200
121-190
118-183
112-169
109-139

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-26-21
VOLUME: 1312
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter Bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
151-190
152-206
144-202
126-176
124-160
122-141
15-75
73-95
80-90
700-1000

HEIFERS
135-160
164-196
142-160
127-168
114-144
104-133

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commisson
Bryan, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-30-21
VOLUME: 867
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
175-205
170-197
160-194
145-174
132-160
132-141
46-73
75-85
750-1150
900-1150

HEIFERS
140-165
138-158
130-153
126-147
117-136
105-115

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-25-21
VOLUME: 300
TREND: Steady/lower.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
—
175-200
155-195
140-172
125-150
115-138
40-74
79-114
750-1300
1050-1600

HEIFERS
—
140-190
115-180
115-160
110-140
95-120

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-24-21
VOLUME: 560
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
175-260
166-200
160-187
151-168
135-146
130-139
35-70
77-90
675-950
750-1200

HEIFERS
164-205
142-160
143-192
129-145
117-132
110-123

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-27-21
VOLUME: 919
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
192-200
202-207
185-190
148-177
136-147
128-134
27-78
74-99
600-1025
750-1400

HEIFERS
155-160
148-152
143-145
130-139
121-126
—

(4.1%), last year 0. Replacement cattle 5 (2.5%), last reported (3-22-21) 9 (2.9%), last
year 0. Compared to last week: No trend available. Trade activity was light. Supply
included: 95% Feeder Cattle (33% Steers, 61% Heifers, 5% Bulls); 3% Slaughter
Cattle (80% Cows, 20% Bulls); 3% Replacement Cattle (100% Bred Cows). Feeder
cattle supply over 600 lbs was 0%.
Oklahoma National Stockyards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, March 30, 2021:
Total receipts 8889, last reported (3-22-21) 10,199, last year 7,369. Feeder cattle 8889
(100.0%) last reported (3-22-21) 10,199, last year 7369. Compared to last week: Feeder
steers 1.00- 3.00 higher, except 800-850 lbs steady. Stocker steers up to 10.00 higher.
Steer calves 3.00- 7.00 higher. Feeder heifers 3.00-8.00 higher. Heifer calves over 500
lbs steady to 1.00 higher; under 500 lbs 4.00-10.00 higher. Demand very good for all
classes. Quality is average to attractive, end plain. Supply included: 100% Feeder
Cattle (64% Steers, 36% Heifers, 0% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was
65%.

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-29-21
VOLUME: 1421
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
154-200
144-186
138-184
130-176
124-156
112-140
36-76
74-94
550-1050
725-1200

HEIFERS
132-176
130-158
124-156
120-148
110-138
96-130

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-25-21
VOLUME: 1995
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
180-210
170-212
160-183
150-169
140-166
120-146
30-83
78-89.5
650-1150
850-1130

HEIFERS
150-170
150-168
140-156
130-182.5
120-144
100-182.5

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-27-21
VOLUME: 1290
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
—
175-208
165-187.5
160-177
135-161.5
132-152.5
45-76
600-1075
800-1125

HEIFERS
—
140-171
140-162
135-149.5
128-139
112-127

SALE: Columbus Livestock Co.
Columbus, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-25-21
VOLUME: 699
TREND: Steady/no change.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
135-190
125-195
115-200
110-168
105-150
100-142
28-73
65-91
550-1150
750-1300

HEIFERS
115-190
110-161
105-160
100-150
90-140
85-120

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-29-21
VOLUME: 892
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
171-235
162-218
149-202
140-185
127-160
114-144
30-77
75-96
450-975
1175

HEIFERS
137-183
130-165
125-188
119-176
111-150
102-134

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-29-21
VOLUME: 598
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
125-210
140-200
140-185
130-163
105-149
80-140
32-78
73-96
37.5-112.5
775-1800

HEIFERS
122-290
125-205
120-159
118-143
105-140
80-111

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-27-21
VOLUME: 1140
TREND: Active/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
120-220
120-190
120-190
110-175
110-154
—
30-74
60-95.5
600-1000
—

HEIFERS
120-200
110-165
110-164
110-145
100-130
—

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-30-21
VOLUME: 798
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
130-235
125-205
120-190
110-168
110-168
105-156
30-76
65-93
400-1150
525-1325

HEIFERS
120-230
120-160
110-155
100-148
95-138
—

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-23-21
VOLUME: 827
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
160-195
155-181
145-180
135-165
127-150
115-135
35-66
76-88
700-1050
750-1300

HEIFERS
145-180
138-172
130-155
124-150
114-132
95-120

SALE: Lampasas Cattle Auction
Lampasas, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-24-21
VOLUME: 446
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
—
146-182
149-182
147-170
131-164
125-136
20-67
40-92
650-1185
—

HEIFERS
—
138-150
142-165
138-150
121-142
108-126

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-26-21
VOLUME: 1021
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
150-182
145-208
120-197
110-169
100-147
80-125
22-73
57-94.5
450-1150
550-1200

HEIFERS
128-162
118-172
105-160
98-148
102-128
75-116

SALE: El Campo Livestock Auction
El Campo, Texas
DATE OF SALE: 3-30-21
VOLUME: 361
TREND: Steady/higher.
200-300 lbs.
300-400 lbs.
400-500 lbs.
500-600 lbs.
600-700 lbs.
700-800 lbs.
Slaughter cows
Slaughter bulls
Stocker cows
Pairs

STEERS
165-208
164-205
164-208
139-174
128-156
—
20-76
70-93
—
—

HEIFERS
160-180
145-161
144-185
136-162
124-129
—

Sheep & Goat Auctions:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, March 30, 2021: Sheep and goats:
Total receipts 9250, last reported (3-23-21) 7562, last year 4216. Feeder sheep/lambs
740 (8.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 226 (3.0%), last year 87 (2.1%). Slaughter
sheep/lambs 6198 (67.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 4650 (61.5%), last year 2359
(56.0%). Replacement sheep/lambs 184 (2.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 66 (0.9%), last
year 84 (2.0%). Feeder goats 278 (3.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 529 (7.0%), last year
211 (5.0%). Slaughter goats 1665 (18.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 1865 (24.7%), last
year 1349 (32.0%). Replacement goats 185 (2.0%), last reported (3-23-21) 226 (3.0%),
last year 126 (3.0%). Compared to last week slaughter lambs 10.00-15.00 lower.
Slaughter ewes weak. Feeder lambs firm to 5.00 higher. Nannies steady; kids firm to
5.00 higher. Trading and demand moderate. Supply included: 8% Feeder
Sheep/Lambs (100% Lambs); 67% Slaughter Sheep/Lambs (2% Wooled & Shorn,
88% Hair Breeds, 1% Ewes, 8% Hair Ewes, 0% Bucks, 1% Hair Bucks); 2%
Replacement Sheep/Lambs (100% Ewes); 3% Feeder Goats (100% Kids); 18%
Slaughter Goats (77% Kids, 16% Nannies/Does, 7% Bucks/Billies); 2% Replacement
Goats (100% Nannies/Does).

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, March 24, 2021: Sheep and
goats 3215. Light Lambs Lower. Heavy Lambs Lower. Kids Lower. Light Kids Lower.
#1 Wool Lambs 40-60 Lb 260.00-290.00 Cwt. #1 Wool Lambs 60-80 Lb 260.00-290.00
Cwt. Bbd Lambs (40-60 Lb 250.00-300.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (40-60 Lb) 285.00-325.00
Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (60-80 Lb) 265.00-310.00 Cwt. Light Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb)
265.00-325.00 Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (100-150 Lb) 160.00-275.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes
125.00-155.00 Cwt. Sheep Bucks/Rams 130.00-200.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40
Lb) 375.00-510.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb) 300.00-460.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex
Kids (60-80 Lb) 350.00-460.00 Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons 285.00-445.00 Cwt. Angora Kids
310.00-415.00 Cwt. Lower Quality Kids 200.00-300.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies
140.00-220.00 Cwt. Stocker Sp/Boex Nannies 200.00-300.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies
120.00-200.00 Cwt. Boex Billies 210.00-275.00 Cwt.

For additional market reports go to:www.southernlivestock.com
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Pay attention to calving distribution
By Igrow
Producers may be kneedeep in calving, or for others it is just around the corner. However, this is a good
time to start thinking about
the upcoming breeding
season and subsequent
calving season. The current
calving season provides an
opportunity to decide if the
current calving situation is
working well, or if management changes are needed
to achieve the desired calving season.
Most producers keep
track of calving records in
some fashion. Whether
recording in a Red Book,
notebook paper, scrap
paper, your hand or an app,
most producers have an
idea of their number of
calves born and when.
These records can then
help determine a calving
distribution, and calving
distribution can help determine succeeding management strategies. Olivia
Amundson,
Extension
cow/calf field specialist
provides insight into calving distribution.
What is calving
distribution?
Calving distribution is a
measure of number of
calves born in 21-day intervals. The length of the
estrous cycle of a cow is 21days; therefore, she has the
opportunity to become
pregnant every 21 days.
Typical benchmarks for an
efficient calving distribution are: 63% of the
mature cow herd should
calve within the first 21
days, 87% by 42 days and
96% by 63 days of the calving season. If less than
60% of the herd is calving
in the first 21-days and
greater than 25% calving in
the second 21-days, then
re-evaluation of the herd
and management strategies
need consideration.
Why is calving
distribution important?
Calving distribution is a
measure of efficiency and
management within a herd.
Research has demonstrated that heifers born earlier
in the calving season are
more likely to be cycling at
breeding, have greater
pregnancy rates and more
of those females will calve
in the first 21-days of their
initial calving season. Steer
calves born in the first 21day period had increased
weaning weights, more
ideal marbling scores and
overall
more-positive
effects on feedlot and car-

cass performance.
While benefits on progeny are beneficial, calving
distribution also helps allocate resources, specifically
feed and labor needed during the calving season. This
provides more focus at
time of calving, which can
decrease mortality and disease in calves. Focus can
then be placed on the cow
to ensure that she is being
fed appropriately to main-

tain or increase body condition score prior to the
subsequent breeding season.
Cows that calve late or
had a traumatic calving will
be at risk of being open the
following year. By focusing
on calving distribution, it
allows management decisions to be made that will
focus on maintaining herd
numbers with the most fer(Continued on page 6)
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Pay attention...
(Continued from page 5)

tile, healthy, efficient cows.
Allowing late calvers and
those that have difficulty
calving to fall out of the

herd can increase overall
herd performance.
Keeping records
Keeping records is the
start to determining a calving distribution. Producers
who don’t write down calv-

Columbus Livestock Co.
2000 Reese Lane • 979/732-2622

y
ever
Sale day Whether buying or selling, the market where your
s
Thur cattle bring top dollar and your business is always appreciated.

Brad Hauerland, Owner • Columbus, Texas 78934
Office: 979/732-2622 • Cell: 979/877-8839 • www.columbuslivestock.com
HAULING AVAILABLE IF NEEDED.
Receiving pens located in: Industry, Weimar, Ellinger and Needville.

ings can track distribution
by frequently counting the
number of calves on the
ground. This can give a
rough estimate of calves
born in each interval.
Producers who keep
records should consider
using the Calving Distribution Calculator to graph
calving distribution, as well
as determine the economic
impact of the current distribution. The calculator can
be downloaded at https://
extension.sdstate.edu/calving-distribution-calculator.
Management strategies
for a consolidated
calving season

If consolidating the
calving season is a management strategy that needs
consideration, there are
multiple factors to evaluate.
Consider how your herd
is calving. Are a majority of
the females calving in the
second interval (22–42
days)? Is there an even
spread between intervals,
or do cows calve past the
third interval (63+ days)?
Depending on how the
herd is calving, different
strategies should be considered.
First, how do the cows
look in terms of body con-

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD
dition? If cows are at a
body condition score of less
than five, there could be
issues with breed up, as
well as maintaining a pregnancy. Evaluate the ratio
and adjust appropriately.
Did heifers calve with the
cowherd or separately? If
they calved at the same
time as the cows, ensure
those females are being fed
adequately to meet nutrient requirements, since
they are still growing themselves.
Secondly, are prebreeding vaccinations and
overall herd health being
taken into consideration?

Make certain that prebreeding vaccinations are
occurring at appropriate
times. If using Modified
Live Vaccines (MLV),
make sure they are given
according to the label if not
earlier. If naïve heifers are
receiving MLV too close to
breeding, it can negatively
impact conception rates.
Bulls should complete a
breeding soundness exam
60–90 days prior to the
breeding season. This will
allow for any disease,
sperm abnormalities, or
physical inabilities to be
identified and addressed in
a timely manner.

“

Calving distribution is a measure of number of
calves born in

“

SLS 4-2-21

21-day intervals

Consider reproductive
technologies, such as
estrous synchronization, to
consolidate the breeding
and subsequent calving
season. Estrous synchronization is a great tool to
“bunch” the cowherd and
can be used with artificial
insemination (AI) or natural service There are multiple options when considering a protocol, but before
jumping in, it is important
to consider different factors, such as resources,
labor and time, not only
when implementing the
technology, but also at calving time. Do you have
enough labor to calve out a
large number of cows over
a short period of time?
Multiple factors go into
defining a calving season,
but through simple record
keeping,
management
decisions can be made to
increase herd performance
and profitability.
SLS

D.C. News...

(Continued from page 3)

share news and information about efforts related to
ADT and the use of RFID
tags, and there will be an
opportunity for public
comment during the rulemaking process.
SLS

210/524-9697
Fax 210/524-9690
slivestock@southernlivestock.com
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Early Consignments Include:
Collier Farms - Brenham, TX
55 PAIRS: 15 are Beefmaster x Beefmaster. 24
to 28 months of age with Angus sired calves
that are 2 to 5 months of age. Calves sired by
Woodstone registered Angus.
40 are Beefmaster x Angus. 24 to 28 months of
age with Angus sired calves that are 2 to 5
months of age. Calves sired by Woodstone registered Angus. Cows held open.
Rancho Dos Vidas - Moore, TX
13 PAIRS: Red Angus x Beefmaster. 24 to 26
months of age with calves that are 2 to 4
months of age. Calves sired by red and black
Angus bulls. Cows held open.
Billy Yeary - Lampasas, TX
3 PAIRS: Beefmaster x Beefmaster. 26 to 28
months of age. Calves at side 2 months of age.
Sired by Red Angus.
JM Ranch - Gause, TX
12 FIRST CALF PAIRS: Beefmaster x Braford.
26 to 27 months of age. Calves sired by
Woodstone Irish Angus. Calves are 2 to 4
months of age. Cows back with registered bulls
since 2-15-21.
Gary Halepeska - Goliad, TX
3 FIRST CALF PAIRS: Beefmaster x
Beefmaster. 26 to 28 months of age. Calves
sired by Beefmaster. Calves 3 to 4 months of
age. Cows held open.
9 BRED HEIFERS: Beefmaster x Beefmaster. 5
are 18 to 19 months of age, 4 are 15 months of
age. With registered Beefmaster bulls since 221-21. Palpation update sale day.
Nolan Ryan - Cost, TX
20 BRED HEIFERS: Beefmaster x Beefmaster,
some are Beefmaster x Red Angus. 18 to 20
months of age. Bred to low birth weight Red
Angus bulls. Bred 3 to 5 months.

Schneider Bros. - Premont, TX
12 BRED HEIFERS: E-6 Certified Beefmaster x
Beefmaster. 26 to 27 months of age. Bred 4 to 6
months to a high grading, high selling Beef
“On” Forage bull, 2019.
David Park - Skidmore, TX
19 BRED HEIFERS: E-6 Certified Beefmaster x
Beefmaster. Some are 16 to 18 months, balance are 14 to 16 months. Palpation update
sale day.
Dave Moore - George West, TX
7 HEAD:
2 Open registered Beefmaster, 12 months of
age.
2 Open E-6 Beefmaster x Beefmaster, 16
months of age.
3 Open E-6 Beefmaster x Angus, 16 months of
age.
Hans Wittenburg - Edna, TX
10 OPEN HEIFERS: Registered Beefmasters, 12
to 13 months of age. 4 are Riptide daughters, all
have great pedigrees.
Golden Meadows Ranch - Cotulla, TX
5 OPEN HEIFERS: Registered heifers, 13
months of age. Great pedigrees.
Dr. Jim Colvin - Seguin, TX
5 BRED HEIFERS: E-6 Beefmaster x
Beefmaster. L2 sire x Lasater cows. 15 to 17
months of age. With registered Beefmaster
bulls since 2-15-21. Palpation update sale day.
Pam Colvin - Seguin, TX
6 BRED HEIFERS: E-6 Beefmaster x
Beefmaster. Collier sire x Beefmaster cross
cows. 15 to 17 months of age. With registered
Beefmaster bulls since 2-15-21. Palpation
update sale day.
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NCBA secures introduction of bipartisan HAULS Act
WASHINGTON—The
National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association (NCBA) endorsed the Haulers of

Agriculture and Livestock
Safety (HAULS) Act of
2021. Introduced by Sen.
Fischer (R-NE), Sen. Test-

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas
Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats
11:30 a.m. - Cattle
For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain
Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870

er (D-MT), Sen. Wicker
(R-MS), and Sen. Smith
(D-MN), the bipartisan bill
would deliver much-needed flexibility for livestock
haulers.
“One
year
after
COVID-19 began to disrupt daily life across the
country, U.S. cattle producers continue to prove each
day that they are committed to keeping grocery
stores stocked with beef.
Livestock haulers are a
critical component of the
beef supply chain and flexi-

bility in livestock hauling
regulations remains vital,”
said NCBA President Jerry
Bohn. “NCBA strongly
supports this bipartisan
effort to provide livestock
haulers with the flexibility
they need to maintain the
highest level of safety on
the roads, transport livestock
humanely,
and
ensure beef remains available to consumers.”
Current hours-of-service (HOS) rules allow for
11 hours of drive time, 14
hours of on-duty time, and

then require 10 consecutive
hours of rest. When transporting livestock, there is a
real need for further flexibility beyond the current
hours-of-service. Unlike
drivers moving consumer
goods, livestock haulers
cannot simply idle or
unload their trucks when
drive time hours run out
without jeopardizing animal health and welfare.
“NCBA has long advocated against one-size-fitsall regulations for the live
(Continued on page 14)

Texas Trails...
(Continued from page 2)

“All Brother” basketball
team the Shields boys
would have fielded if only
James
Naismith
had
invented the sport when
they were in their athletic
prime. Frank Shields’
grandson, Marcus “Marc”
Ross Freiberger, was a 6foot-11 chip off the old
block and a member of the
United
States
men’s
Olympic basketball team
that won a gold medal at
the 1952 games in Helsinki.
Jack Earle, who was
born Jacob Rheuben
Erlich in Denver but grew
up in El Paso, would have
dwarfed the tallest of the
Shields brothers. Most
sources list Earle as 8-foot6, though some have him at
a more diminutive 7-foot-8.
This is all the more
remarkable because Earle
weighed
barely
four
pounds at birth and wasn’t
expected
to
survive.
Around the age of six or
seven, though, he hit a furious growth spurt that
wouldn’t stop; he was six
feet tall by the time he was
10 years old. He took backstreets and alleys to school
because he didn’t want to
scare the other children. A
trip to Hollywood when he
was 13 years old and seven
feet tall led to a movie
career playing giants in
dozens of 1920s movies,
including, of course, “Jack
and the Beanstalk” and
“Hansel and Gretel.”
During the filming of
one movie, Earle fell 14
feet from some scaffolding
and was, for a time, blind.
Doctors discovered a
tumor on his pituitary
gland. The fall had pushed
the tumor into the optic
nerve, which caused him to
lose his sight. Over the
course of several months
the doctors attacked the
tumor with x-rays. In time,
Earle’s vision returned and
his incredible rate of
growth reportedly stopped.
Earle returned to Texas
where he became the
tallest ever graduate of the
University of El Paso. He
signed on with the Ringling
Brothers circus for 14 years
then gave up the circus life
to become a top salesman
for the Roma Wine
Company in California.
Earle was by all
accounts a thoughtful and
creative soul, an awardwinning photographer who
also dabbled in art, sculpture and poetry. He was
only 46 years old when he
died in El Paso in 1952.
SLS
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Address...
By: Brad Cotton

Once again the Texas
Legislature is considering
over 5,500 new bills. Many
of these bills are repeats
that have been proposed
several times in past sessions. Some of the bills are
unique to a certain locale
or a specific local purpose.
There are many that have
appeared each session for
the past 20 years and have
never had a chance of passing. The state finance bill is
the most important and
always passes after a lot of
wrangling around.
Independent Cattlemen’s Association of Texas
and our livestock and poultry allies are supporting
several bills that deal with
truth in labeling for our
meat products. The fake
meat producers, along with
their
investors,
are
opposed to these bills and
are spending considerable
time and effort to defeat
these bills. Our “real meat”
coalition is working with
our friends in the House
and Senate to get the bills
voted out of committee and
move to the floor for a vote.
We believe we will be successful.
We are also supporting

a bill to increase the penalty for trespassing on biosecure agriculture facilities,
such as poultry, dairies and
animal feeding facilities. If
passed, animal rights protesters will face stiffer
penalties when trespassing.
The crazy aspect of each
session is that we spend
more time defending our
livestock practices and our
rural lifestyle than we do
trying to pass favorable
bills. Our land, our water
and
our
agriculture
endeavors are under attack
every session and this session is no exception. Local
control of underground
water is once again under
attack by the urban areas.
The Texas Water Code,
Chapter 36, which is our
water rule book, serves as
protection from overdevelopment. The urban
coalition and greedy developers want to divert water
usage from agriculture to
urban home sites and
industry. As always, they
forget where their food
comes from.
This session, so far, has
had visitation to capitol
offices severely limited.
(Continued on page 10)
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Howdy folks and friends,
The year is definitely
moving by fast. The big
storm has come and gone,
bluebonnets are everywhere and the landscape
has turned from brown to
green. God is good!
This past month I was
able to do another first. I
loaded up a couple of bulls
and headed to Beaumont
for the Southeast Texas
ICA Bull and Female sale.
To say the least--I was
impressed. The facilities
were great at the Ford
Center. The holding pens,
sale ring, bidding area….
all were first class. I was
impressed to see the large
number of members on
hand to work tirelessly like
a well-oiled machine to
make the sale run smoothly. From the time you
arrived
where
they
AgriLife Extension experts:
unloaded your cattle,
Potential increased BSE failures due to frostbite
offered shavings and feed
By Kay Ledbetter, Texas AgriLife Today
to be delivered to your
pens, cowboys safely movWinter Storm Uri could A&M AgriLife Extension ing cattle, all the members
have long-term effects on Service specialists recently were attentive to the needs
Texas’ cattle herd. Texas
(Continued on page 10)
of the cattle and consignor.
The ladies signing up buyers showed this wasn’t their
first rodeo and greeted
everyone with a smile. By
the looks of the sponsor list
and equipment present it
was apparent ICA is a big
part of the community
which as a member, makes
me proud.
The auctioneer and
Chuck Kiker did a great job
South Central
Texas Chapter
The South Central
Texas ICA Officers and
Board of Directors are
looking forward to seeing
its members on April 6,
2021, in Floresville at the
Wilson County Expo and
Community Center with a
meal starting at 6:30 pm.
The speaker will be Joe
Paschal talking about
“Spring Cleaning your
Herd - Preparing For the
Market” and one CEU will
be allotted. Door prizes
will be given away and
masks are encouraged and

social distancing will be followed.
“It has been over a year
since we have met with our
members and we are looking forward to getting
together,” said Laurie
Miller, SCTICA president.
Colorado Valley Chapter
The Colorado Valley
ICA cooked hamburgers
on Saturday, March 27 for
the Fayette County Junior
Livestock Show. All food
and condiments were provided by Fayette County
Junior Livestock. A big
thanks to the cooking team.
ICA

Bull breeding soundness should
be tested after Winter Storm Uri

After the recent week-long winter storm, Texas A&M AgriLife officials
are recommending bulls be given breeding soundness exams. (Texas
A&M AgriLife photo)

of representing and marketing the cattle and prices
were respectable. Lastly,
the food was awesome.
Over a couple days, if you
hung around, there was
fried fish, steak fingers,
fried
oysters,
shrimp
gumbo and rice, homemade desserts and a few
adult beverages…. Heck, it
was worth the trip just for
the food. While this was my
first trip to this sale, it definitely won’t be my last.
Thanks to you all for your
hard work in making this
sale a success.
We are getting closer to
convention and the pandemic that has plagued our
country the past year is
showing signs of relief. The
2021 convention looks to
be a great one and I encourage everyone to make
plans to attend. There will
be a number of firsts this
year you don’t want to miss.
Pam Minick will be our
keynote speaker Friday
and will moderate our cattleman’s panel on Thursday
afternoon. We have added
some new speakers and
CEUs will be available. I
personally am excited to
get it underway.
We are starting to hear
some positive news on cattle prices, which is always a
good thing and the spring
rains are one day closer.
Until next month, stay safe
and God bless.
ICA

Independent Cattlemen’s
Association of Texas
www.icatexas.com • 512/620-0162
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Tested...

(Continued from page 9)

expressed concerns about
bull reproductive soundness being affected by
frostbite.
Some of these effects
may include increased bull
culling rates, delayed
breeding seasons, lower
conception rates, and
lighter
calf
weaning
weights, all of which have
economic consequences,
according to the AgriLife
Extension experts.
“We are encouraging
beef cattle producers to
conduct breeding sound-

ness examinations (BSE)
on bulls prior to the spring
breeding season,” said
Jason
Smith,
Ph.D.,
AgriLife Extension beef
cattle specialist, Amarillo.
“While always a good practice, conducting a BSE this
year is probably more
important than ever in the
recent past.”
Joining
Smith
in
expressing concerns are
Ron Gill, Ph.D., AgriLife
Extension beef cattle specialist, and Tom Hairgrove,
DVM, Ph.D., AgriLife
Extension cattle veterinary
specialist, both in BryanCollege Station. All three

are in the Department of
Animal
Science within
Texas A&M University’s
College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences.
Following the February
winter storm that produced
record low temperatures
across a large portion of the
state, there is concern
among the experts about
the presence of frostbite on
some breeding bulls.
Others have expressed
concern about reduced
sperm production and
quality, even if no frostbite
was observed on the scrotum.
Testing of bulls for the
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spring breeding season
recently began, and there
have been reports from
veterinarians and AgriLife
Extension agents of higherthan-normal BSE failures
in bulls, Smith said.
“While it is difficult to
estimate the extent to
which a specific operation’s
bull battery may or may not
have been affected by
abnormally low temperatures and extended snow
and ice cover, one thing
remains certain … a prebreeding BSE is the only
way to objectively evaluate
a bull’s readiness to breed
prior to turnout,” Smith
said.

Report...

(Continued from page 9)

Some offices are limiting
in-person visits to appointment only, while others
limit visits to phone or virtual. Even the Texas Ag
Council is meeting by
“Zoom” every Wednesday.
This is the meeting where
we hash out the good and
the bad bills. It is just not
the same as meeting in person. Maybe we will be able
to meet face to face before
the legislature adjourns.
ICA

Bull testing should be
a priority
Producers are encouraged to request a complete
BSE that includes evaluation for motility, morphology and physical defects as
well
as
testing
for
Trichomoniasis, Gill said.
Most often a quick screening for sperm motility constitutes a “fertility test” on
bulls. Morphology is as
important to a sperm’s ability to fertilize an oocyte and
is often not looked at during routine BSEs conducted in the field. The value
of a complete BSE cannot
be overemphasized, he
said.
“We want to make best
management recommendations to help producers
mitigate any negative consequences of the recent
winter storm on bull fertility,” Smith said.
Hairgrove, who is
actively collecting data
from veterinarians in collaboration with Ky Pohler,
Ph.D., Department of
Animal Science reproductive physiologist, will be
analyzing and using that
data to provide reproduction recommendations.
Early observations indicate a higher-than-normal
rate of BSE failure or

Sold 1,312 Cattle
Horses: 0
Sheep & Goats: 7

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

Market Trend:
Steady/Active

deferment to re-test in
bulls with visual signs of
frostbite, Hairgrove said. It
appears that a large portion
of those are likely due to
physical/structural defects
to spermatozoa that can be
attributed to damage that
occurred during storage in
the epididymis.
“From a conceptual
standpoint, the damage
most likely occurred due to
excessive testicular heating
in response to the frostbite,” Smith said. “Similar
consequences would be
expected during times of
extreme heat stress, such as
is often the case throughout the summer months in
Texas.
“We also preliminarily
expect younger bulls to
have been more resilient to
the extreme cold, as they
have a greater ability to
raise their testes to regulate
scrotal temperature and
prevent frostbite. However, we do not yet have the
objective data to support
that notion.”
Don’t panic, but
take action
The experts said it could
be that many of the bulls
that fail a BSE or are
deferred to re-test may
recover and pass a BSE

● Your livestock marketing needs
are best served by those who
share your concerns and live and
operate in the same world you
live in.
● Our facilities offer you competitive commission rates and quality care. We are a family owned
and operated business.
● Give us a call. We will market
and care for your cattle like they
were our very own.

Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
830/582-1561
Gary Butler, Manager - 830/857-4330
Sale every Monday
Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
361/358-1727
Rodney Butler, Manager - 361/645-5002
Sale every Friday

Proven in Texas since 1972

F RANKS M F G . C O .

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232

www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com
210-492-3222

(Continued on page 13)

Gary & Rodney Butler, Owners
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Is La Niña
Done?

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

IRI/CPC Model ENSO
Predictions

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

June - August Temperature
Forecast

In the image below you can see that the majority of
the models in the above graphic show us returning to
"neutral" ENSO conditions in the next couple months.
However, most of them do keep us a little cooler than
average through the rest of the year.

In recent weeks, we have seen some changes take
place with the ongoing La Niña episode, primarily in that
it has weakened by quite a bit. The series of graphics
below shows that trend.

Sea Surface Temperature
Anomaly Change

Sub Sea Surface Temperature
Anomaly Change

We are officially in the "spring unpredictability barrier", which means that the models struggle to resolve
certain things during the spring. However, given the current situation from what I have shown above, I wouldn't
anticipate a rapid return to moderate or strong La Niña
conditions.
So, what does that mean for us in terms of temperature and precipitation for the rest of the spring and summer? Here is what the updated IRI Multi-Model
Probability is showing.

June - August Precipitation
Forecast

April - June Temperature
Forecast

Two very noticeable things are occurring: 1) the pronounced cold pool at the surface has warmed and
almost disappeared and 2) the colder than average
water that existed down to about 150 meters in the
Central/Western Pacific has started to erode. It is not
only eroding, but is being replaced by warmer than average water that is migrating eastward.
Those two changes alone signify to me that this
event is basically done. But let's look at a few other
things before we completely sign off on that thought.

Equatorial Upper Oceanic
Heat Anomalies

April - June Precipitation
Forecast

You can see that there is a substantial tip in the probability toward a warmer than average rest of spring and
summer. This is especially true for the western half of the
country. There is also a tip toward drier than average
conditions for parts of The Plains and much of the
Western United States.
While recent drought relief has been a huge help for
parts of The Plains and Rockies, areas farther west and
southwest have not been as lucky. Because of that, the
regional drought footprint still exists and can always
expand. That is something we'll be watching for in the
next couple of months.
If you have any questions or comments, please drop me an email…
Brian Bledsoe,
brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

WEATHER WISE
SPONSORED BY:

You can see that we've been dealing with cooler
than average equatorial ocean temperatures since last
spring. Only recently have we started to return to average, and in some cases, a little above average.

1-866-556-7446
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March 1, 2021 Cattle on Feed inventory up 1.6% from 2020
By Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky livestock cattle specialist
Cattle on Feed reports
are key indicators of beef
supply in the coming
months and have implications for fed and feeder cattle prices. Each month, the
USDA surveys feedlots
with capacity exceeding
1,000 head and provides an
estimate of the total number of cattle on feed at the

Tested...

(Continued from page 10)

without requiring a full 60day cycle of spermatogenesis to do so.
It is also important to
recognize that even in a
normal year the rate of
BSE failure is in the realm
of 15% to 20% of bulls tested, and therefore approximately one out of every
five bulls would be expected to fail a BSE, Smith said.
Hairgrove added that
“while it is likely there will
be a small portion of bulls
that will be non-breeders
due to physical damage and
inability to breed cows,
those bulls should be
quickly identified by a
BSE.
“This extreme weather
event is one of many reasons why working with
your veterinarian to conduct a pre-breeding BSE
on all bulls is always
advised, regardless of past
performance,” Smith said.
“This is also true for
recently purchased bulls
that underwent a BSE
prior to the winter storm.
For producers who do not
routinely conduct prebreeding BSE’s, this would
certainly be the year to
start, and to start early.”
The experts said the
knowledge gained by testing will provide producers
with the ability to decide if
they need to replace bulls
while replacements are still
available, or if they need to
turn out more bulls than
normal.
“A key takeaway from
this is to not panic and not
immediately cull all bulls
that fail a BSE or are
deferred for re-test,” Gill
said. “Once results are
known on the initial tests,
plans can be made to locate
additional sires if needed,
or a plan can be developed
to rotate sires in and out
during the breeding season.”
The experts said that,
following the re-test, they
expect some of the
deferred bulls to pass a
BSE.

feeding areas left a bit
more anticipation than
beginning of the month.
The February weather
usual for this Cattle on
Estimates are also provid- challenges across much of
Feed report. It was unclear
ed for placements and mar- the country’s major cattle
ketings from the previous
month, as well as a number
of other measures. A quick
comparison of Jan. 1 estimates from the USDA
January Cattle Inventory
report and January’s Cattle
on Feed report suggest that
the monthly survey of these
1,000+ head capacity feedlots likely represents a little
over 81% of total cattle on
feed in the U.S.

how much winter weather
impacted sales and transportation of feeder cattle
and fed cattle last month.
We definitely saw fewer

cattle move through markets in the region and most
expected some impacts to
be seen at the feedlot level.
(Continued on page 17)

TANK COATINGS - ROOF COATINGS
Available for Metal, Composition,
Shingles or Tar Roofs.
Long lasting and easy to apply.
We also manufacture Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and Mobile tanks.
Call For Our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761
www.virdenproducts.com
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Managing...

tool to estimate the energy
reserves of a cow. Research
(Continued from page 1)
has shown that body condiBody condition score
tion at the time of calving
influences postpartum
has the greatest impact on
interval
subsequent rebreeding perBody condition score is formance. Therefore, manan effective management aging nutrient intake and

GILLESPIE LIVESTOCK COMPANY
Fredericksburg, Texas
Weekly Sale:
Sheep & Goat Sale - Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.
Cattle - Wednesday, 12:00 noon
Special Calf & Weaned Stocker/Feeder Sale Second Wednesday of each month.

Gillespie Livestock Company
Office: 830/997-4394 • Fax: 830/997-5804
Wayne Geistweidt (C) 830/889-4394
Shaun Geistweidt (C) 830/998-4233

GL

C

www.gillespielivestock.com

GL

C
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body condition score calving BCS could impact nutritional management
(BCS) before and after reproductive performance strategy.”
calving contributes to and should be part of a How to move up late calvimproved reproductive efficiency within a herd. For
reproductive success, BCS
(on a 9-point scale) should
target a 5 to 5.5 for mature
females and 5.5 to 6 for first
calf heifers by the breeding
season.
Several studies indicate
that cows that gain a BCS
during the last trimester
tend to have shorter PPI
compared to those that
maintain condition. Therefore, nutritional adjust- Beef cows must recover from the nutrient and physical demands of calvments in the last trimester ing and lactation and will have 80 to 85 days to return to estrus after
prior to calving to increase calving to potentially maintain a yearly calving interval. Photo credit
Troy Walz.

ing cows in the breeding
season?
Utilizing a controlled
intravaginal drug release
(CIDR), which is a slowrelease progesterone device, is a common estrus
synchronization tool that
can be used to “jump start”
the cycle of late calving
cows or manipulate the
cycle in cows and heifers.
Research has shown that
inserting the CIDR no
sooner than 20 days post
calving can initiate cycling
earlier than may occur naturally. Even if artificial
insemination is not being
utilized, estrus synchronization can help decrease
the PPI of thin BCS cows in
the breeding season.
Overall,
evaluating
body condition prior to
calving and through the
breeding season will allow
producers to make appropriate nutritional changes
to ensure those females are
in adequate condition for
the next breeding season.
Optimal reproductive performance of your cow herd
requires that cows target a
BCS of 5 or better. For
early postpartum cows, utilizing estrous synchronization tools that include a
progestin may be advantageous.

NCBA...

(Continued from page 8)

haul sector, and the
COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted the need
for flexibility when it
comes to livestock hauling.
The HAULS Act represents the best long-term
solution — a permanent
change to existing hoursof-service regulations that
preserves animal welfare as
well as safety on our roads,
while also making sure producers can keep our grocery stores stocked with
beef,”
said
NCBA
Executive Director of
Government
Affairs
Allison Rivera. “We thank
Senator Fischer, Senator
Tester, Senator Wicker, and
Senator Smith for their
work on this important legislation. NCBA will continue working on behalf of
producers and haulers to
provide flexibility within
the current hours-of-service.”
Background
This legislation is the
latest of many steps NCBA
has taken to win greater
flexibility for livestock
haulers and producers.
Since the pandemic began,
NCBA has successfully
fought every month for a
(Continued on page 15)
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AgriLife TODAY
Texas crop, weather
By Adam Russell, Texas AgriLife Today
AgriLife Extension district reporters compiled the
following summaries:
CENTRAL: Soil moisture conditions were deteriorating somewhat following another generally dry
and very windy week. Only
trace rainfall amounts were
received. Warmer temperatures were in the forecast.
Winter wheat was developing well; some fields reached the flag leaf stage. Preemergent herbicide applications continued for
wheat. Early
planted
wheat fields were expected
to start heading soon. Oat
fields were recovering
somewhat from the freeze,
but stand losses were evident. Corn planting was
mostly complete, and
planted acres were up.
Nights were cool, keeping
growers from getting into
sorghum planting. Sorghum seed sales were up,
and expectations were for
more planted acres than
last year. There was some
urgency among producers
to have all sorghum plantings completed before
month’s end to avoid insect
pest problems later during
the year. Cotton acres may
decline despite prices being
up. Pastures were greening
up, and winter forages put
on more growth. Livestock
were in excellent shape.

NCBA...

(Continued from page 14)

renewed emergency declaration which provides an
exemption from hours-ofservice
for
livestock
haulers, while also working
with Congress to maintain
the ELD delay for livestock haulers until Sept. 30,
2021.
The HAULS Act would
add a 150 air-mile radius
exemption under HOS regulations to the backend of
hauls for those transporting livestock or agricultural
commodities. This legislation also eliminates the seasonal harvest requirements
for the agriculture HOS
exemption (making the
exemption available yearround in all states), and
updates and clarifies the
definition of an agricultural
commodity.

ROLLING PLAINS:
Some areas received light
rain. Soil moisture levels
were drying each day, moisture was needed. Winter
wheat looked better after a
rain, but growth stages

were still behind schedule.
Some stocker cattle were
moved off wheat pastures.
COASTAL
BEND:
Weather was mild with
light showers to some
areas, and soil moisture

was declining. Precipitation was needed. Most corn
and grain sorghum fields
were planted and emerged
with good looking stands.
Some cotton was emerging,
and plantings continued.
Some cotton was dry planted. Rice planting continued. Weeds were sprayed
by some producers. Fertilizer was applied on hay
fields. Rangeland and pasture
conditions
were
improving with sunshine
and warmer days, but rain
was needed to keep conditions improving. Supplemental feeding for cattle
continued. Livestock were

PAGE 15
in good condition with
market prices steady.
Spring vegetable gardens
were being planted. Many
local homeowners were
calling about recommendations to save their citrus
trees after the winter

storm. Oak trees were
shedding
leaves
and
blooming. Huisache trees
were still in shock from the
hard freeze.
EAST: Warmer temperatures and recent rainfall
(Continued on page 16)

Weekly sales
begin each
Wednesday at
11:00 a.m.
Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock marketing needs.
We are located outside of Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.
Take Exit 99.
For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com
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Crops...

(Continued from page 15)

helped green up pastures.
Many producers were able
to reduce feeding hay or
stop altogether. Vegetable
crops looked good. Marion
County reported homeowners were beginning to
plant gardens. Pasture and
rangeland conditions were
fair to good. Subsoil and
topsoil conditions were
adequate. Livestock were
in fair to good condition.
Buffalo gnat and horn fly
numbers increased. Feral
hogs continued to be a
problem in most areas.
Sabine County reported
feral hog sightings and
signs reduced significantly.
SOUTH
PLAINS:
Some rain was received,
but subsoil and topsoil
moisture levels remained
poor to fair from lack of
moisture and high winds.
Producers continued to
irrigate and prepare fields
for planting. Cattle were in
good condition.
PANHANDLE: Topsoil moisture levels were
short to adequate, and subsoil levels were adequate to
very short. Pasture and
rangeland conditions were
very poor to fair. Winter
wheat was in poor to good

Live Oak
Livestock Auction, Inc.
SPECIAL REPLACEMENT
COW AND HEIFER SALE
Saturday, April 24, 2021
12:00 Noon

Expecting 1000+ Head
Hwy 281 Between George West
and Three Rivers
For more information:
www.liveoaklivestock.com
Facebook: Live Oak Livestock, Inc.
Instagram: live_oak_livestock_auction
Or call Riley Rhodes
361-786-2553 (Office)
361-813-6650 (Cell)
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condition, and oats were
fair. Snowfall was received
and was beneficial to small
grains, cover crops and pastures. Cattle were still receiving supplemental feed
on rangeland but green-up
was approaching.
NORTH: Topsoil moisture ranged from short to
adequate. Temperatures
were cooler. Counties
reported trace amount to
half an inch of rain.
Ryegrass pastures sprang
to life. Bermuda and Bahia
grasses started to emerge
from dormancy. Winter
wheat looked excellent.
Corn planting started.
Producers in some areas
were unable to plant due to
wetter soil moisture conditions. Livestock were in
good condition. Springborn calves were doing
well. Hay supplementation
continued but was slowing
down due to forage growth.
Pasture conditions were

greening up.
FAR WEST: Temperature variances were extreme with nights and
mornings low in the mid30s to low 40s and daytime
highs ranging from the high
50s to mid-80s. Conditions
were extremely dry, with no
true precipitation reported.
High winds depleted topsoil moisture considerably.
Producers worked continuously to plow to keep fields
from blowing. Wind gusts
as high as 50 mph created
dust storms with low visibility for long periods of
time. Several roads were
closed due to low visibility.
Telephone poles, barns and
sheds were blown down by
high winds. Winter wheat,
oat, pasture and rangeland
conditions continued to
worsen. Beef cattle were
still in overall good condition. Irrigated wheat made
progress and a few fields
(Continued on page 17)

A map of the 12 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension districts:
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Crops...

(Continued from page 16)

reached the joint stage.
Dryland wheat was still a
long way away from jointing and may not have
enough time to make a
crop. Some fields were terminated to save moisture
for an upcoming cotton
crop. Many cotton producers without cover crops
were sand fighting. Some
producers turned on drip
irrigation for cotton planting. A few corn fields were
planted. Fields were being
prepared for sorghum and
watermelons. Pastures remained very dry with
almost nothing to graze,
and producers continued to
supplement feed for livestock
and
wildlife.
Lambing and kidding continued.
WEST
CENTRAL:
Weather conditions were
relatively warm and dry
following scattered rain
showers early in the week.
Rangeland and pasture
conditions improved as
spring green-up began.
Winter wheat was in mostly

Cattle on Feed...
(Continued from page 13)

As of March 1st, total
cattle on feed inventory
was estimated to be up
1.6% from 2020. This was
largely in line with prereport expectations. Weather challenges were likely
the reason why there was a
wider-than-usual range of
pre-report estimates for
February placements and
marketings. Both came in
down around 2% from
February 2020, which was
likely the result of weather
impacts this year. Feedlot
inventories typically increase through winter and
spring and then decline
through early fall.
It will be interesting to
watch cattle on feed patterns through 2021. As we
have discussed previously,
the 2020 calf crop was
smaller than 2019 and 2021
will be smaller still. Plus,
sharply higher grain prices
tend to encourage the
placement of heavier feeder cattle and decrease the
number of days that cattle
are fed. Holding everything
else constant, both of these
factors tend to reduce the
number of cattle on feed at
any given time. Remember
too, that year-over-year
comparisons will be very
strange in the coming
months as spring 2020
placements and marketings
were drastically impacted
by COVID.

fair to good condition and
showing
improvement.
Fieldwork, including preparation for hay and
sorghum crops, was underway. Cattle markets were
steady on stocker and feeder heifers and steers.
Supplemental feedings for
livestock were decreasing
slowly.
SOUTHEAST: Rice
planting started. Rain
amounts were up to a quarter inch, and fields continued to dry out. Some farmers with prepared fields
were planting, but some
farmers were behind
schedule due to wet field

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021
conditions. Pastures were
greening up, and most producers began to put out
nitrogen. Pastures should
begin to take off nicely following forecasted rains.
Rangeland and pasture ratings were fair to very poor,
with fair ratings being the
most common. Soil moisture levels ranged from
adequate to very short with
adequate levels being the
most common.
SOUTHWEST: Moisture conditions were declining, and no rainfall was
reported. Rangeland and
pasture conditions declined as well. Gillespie

County reported corn and
milo plantings were in full
swing. Guadalupe County
reported corn planting was
near completion. Caldwell
County reported cattle
markets were lower while
sheep and goat markets
were high. Spring lambing,
kidding and calving continued. Livestock and wildlife
conditions were fair to
good, and supplemental
feeding continued.
SOUTH: Conditions
were mostly dry and windy.
Soil moisture conditions
were short to very short in
most areas, and adequate
in a few locations, but all

PAGE 17
areas needed rainfall. Light
rainfall was reported in a
few areas. Corn and
sorghum plantings were
underway and almost complete in some areas. Some
corn and sorghum replanti-

ng continued. Forage grasses needed rain. Strawberry
harvest was slowly coming
on after the freeze put it
behind four to five weeks.
Wheat and oats fields were
(Continued on page 18)

San Miguel Creek Cattle Co.

HEIFER BULLS

Brangus, 14 Months, 1100 lbs.
Guaranteed Low Birth Weight
Fertility Tested and Very Gentle
$2150/Head or Lease $350/Month

Dr. Glen Tate (210) 260-0563
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January 2021 beef export and import numbers released
By Josh Maples, assistant professor and Extension economist,
Department of Agricultural Economics, Mississippi State University
The latest monthly USDA agencies. The data 2021 and showed total beef
trade data were released by released was for January and veal exports by carcass
weight were up slightly (0.4
percent) from January
2020 at 246 million pounds.
Beef and veal imports were
Sales are Tuesday
down 8.1 percent from a
year ago at 224 million
at 12 Noon
pounds.
Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
While the overall export
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947
total
was very similar to
Office Phone (979) 778-0904
January
2020, exports to
6097 E State Highway 21 • Bryan, TX 77808
particular
countries showPhone: (979) 778-0904
Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
ed fairly large increases or

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

www.brazosvalleylivestock.com • Follow Us On Facebook

decreases. Out of the top
seven export destinations,
January showed stronger
exports to South Korea (up
26 percent), Canada (up 8
percent), and China (up
759 percent) as compared
to January 2020. Exports to
Japan were down about 11
percent according to the
data. Also lower were
exports to Mexico (down
17 percent), Hong Kong
(down 42 percent), and
Taiwan (down 26 percent).
Beef
exports
to
Mainland China showed by

far the largest increase in
January compared to a
year ago. During January
2020, U.S. beef exports to
China accounted for 1.1
percent of total exports for
the month which ranked
China as the 11th highest
destination for U.S. beef.
In January 2021, 9.2 percent of total U.S. beef
exports went to China and
this was the 5th highest destination. The 22.5 million
pounds of beef exported to
China during January 2021
helped to offset the large

decrease in exports to
Hong Kong.
On the import side, beef
imports from Australia
declined sharply (down 47
percent) while imports
from New Zealand were up
about 46 percent. Canada,
New Zealand, Mexico, and
Australia were again the
top four beef import
sources and collectively
accounted for 81 percent of
beef
imports
during
January 2021.
Beef trade in 2021 is
expected to recover from
the disruptions during 2020
that drastically impacted
beef exports and imports
during the middle of the
year. USDA estimates
from the WASDE suggest
an increase in beef exports
of about six percent during
2021 as compared to 2020
while imports are expected
to be down about 10 percent. The pace of continuing recovery in beef
demand in international
destinations will be a key
driver for beef exports
moving forward and for the
value that beef exports add
to cattle production.

Crops...

(Continued from page 17)

heading. Pastures and
rangelands were starting to
green up. Some pastures
were in very poor condition
and posed fire danger.
Daily grass fires were
reported in some areas. All
crops were being irrigated
due to the lack of rainfall,
and supplemental feeding
of livestock continued.
Mesquite trees and native
black brush were blooming. Landscaping that was
trimmed back started to
show new growth. Food
plots of oats were seeding
out and ready for bailing.
Producers planned fields
for
sunflowers
and
sorghum. Farmers continued to plant grain crops,
but most cotton plantings
were temporarily on hold
due to dry soil conditions.
Some producers were
planting
cotton
and
sesame. Most planted fields
were emerging well, but
some additional moisture
will be necessary to make a
crop. Beef cattle conditions
were declining where grazing and hay was limited.
Producers continued to cull
herds. Auction barns
reported some herd sell
offs due to drought.
Ranchers were also providing water for cattle and
(Continued on page 19)
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Taking the bull from the sale ring or
winter storage to the breeding pasture
By Dr. Stephen Boyles, Ohio State University beef specialist
Bulls need to be transitioned from their winter
diet to grass carefully
before turn out.
Recently we discussed
the value in having a bull
that’s passed a breeding
soundness exam(BSE) and
is ready to go to work when
called upon. One thing
we’ve perhaps yet to discuss is what needs to happen after the bull has
passed his BSE, or is purchased, and until he goes to
the breeding pasture.
While a bull might have

been a “potentially satisfactory breeder” on the day
of his BSE, it is important
that the time that passes
from then until the day he
must go to work are spent
in a way that allows him to
remain sound while also
transitioning to the pasture
he’ll be working.
For those of you who
this season will be using
young bulls, or even
mature bulls that maybe
have yet to be properly
transitioned from winter
‘storage,’ OSU Extension

Crops...

irrigate crop fields. Coastal
Bermuda grass was already
green and looked good for
hay production soon.
Sugarcane harvest continued, and citrus trees were
being irrigated and fertilized. Some citrus trees
were greening up, but a significant percentage remained brown and likely
dead. Watermelons and
summer fruits and vegetables were green and growing under irrigation.

(Continued from page 18)

wildlife. Hay prices were
from $65-$80 per round
bale. Farmers were planting vegetables and continued to use canal water to

210/524-9697
Fax 210/524-9690
slivestock@southernlivestock.com

Beef Specialist Dr. Stephen
Boyles offers the following
suggestions regarding the
pre-breeding season management of yearling bulls.
Post-purchase management of yearling bulls: The
yearling bull deserves some
special attention as he
begins his breeding career
in order to assure that he
will settle as many females
as promptly as possible
during his first working
summer. You probably
should not immediately
turn him out with the cows.
Exercise and facilities:
The ideal condition for the
young bull at the start of
the breeding season is
thrifty but not fat, hard and
trim but not thin. He
should be like a football
player in mid-season. Bulls
that are physically fit when
they are turned out will
breed more cows because
they will retain a higher
level of libido longer.
Exercise prior to the breeding season will also reduce
injuries from fighting and

riding during the breeding
season.
Young bulls can be very
active and will exercise
themselves if the bull pasture is of adequate area
(about 2 acres/bull). Long,
narrow paddocks may also
be used. It is a good idea to
locate supplemental feeding areas and water sources
as far as possible apart to
further encourage walking
activity. The pasture or
paddock should be a natural surface. The worst surface is a mud-and-manure
lot outside the barn, with its
many possibilities for hoof
injuries. It is important to
have a well-drained surface
to get young bull’s hooves
hardened and accustomed
to walking.
Nutrition: Bulls are a
troublesome group of cattle to provide proper nutrition. They are a relatively
small group but can take up
a lot of space. The tendency
is to run all bulls together
and hope that they won’t do
much damage to the facili-

ties or each other. But,
nutritional needs vary due
to age and condition, so if
young and old bulls are run
together some bulls may
not get the nutrition they
need and others may get
too much.
Yearling bulls on performance tests have usually
been on high energy diets.
These bull need to be “let
down” from the time they
are purchased until they
are turned out with cows. A
mistake made occasionally
is to turn the bulls that have
been on a high grain ration
out on very lush pasture or
place them on straight
high-quality alfalfa hay.
This can lead to digestive
upsets or imbalances, thus
leading to potential reproductive problems. Research shows that is takes
60 days for sperm development.
The gain for yearling
bulls prior to the breeding
season should be about 2
pounds per day. This would
require a diet containing
10-11% protein and 6070% TDN (dry matter
basis) which could be supplied by 6-10 lbs. of grain
per day and full feed of
medium quality hay. Any
hay fed should be free from
molds and green in color, if

possible. No ergot can be
tolerated at this time, so
inspect any grain screenings closely before feeding
(look for dark purple to
black spots).
A mineral and vitamin
mix should be offered that
contains adequate calcium,
phosphorus, and vitamin
A. A standard mineral mix
would be 40% dicalcium
phosphate, 20% limestone,
30% trace mineral salt, and
10% selenium 90 (mg/lb)
premix. Quality green forages
should
provide
enough vitamin A. If forages are weathered and/or
of low quality, an intramuscular injection of 3 million
IU of vitamin A is advisable. A vitamin A injection
might also be considered
with corn silage-based
diets.
Pasture: The young bull
should be acclimated to
grazing pasture for 7-10
days prior to the date he
will be turned onto pasture
with his cows, if possible.
Several days are required
for the rumen microflora to
fully adjust from harvested
feeds to fresh spring grass.
This transitional stress
should be accomplished
prior to turning him into
the herd.
SLS

PEARSALL LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
PEARSALL, TEXAS

SPECIAL REPLACEMENT SALE
Saturday, April 17, 2021 • 11 A.M.
• 50 F1 Braford Heifers. 800-900lbs. Really Nice Set Of
Heifers Running Back With Lbw Angus Bulls Since
December 1st. Will Be Preg Checked By Sale Time.
• 105 Brangus Heifers. Fancy Set! 800-900lbs. Running
With Lbw Whitworth Angus Bulls Since December
1st. Will Be Preg Checked Before The Sale.
• 50 F1 Braford Heifers. 750-900lbs. Running On Oats
With LBW Angus Bulls Since December 1st.
Outstanding Set Of Heifers.
• 63 Brangus Heifers Exposed To Brangus Bulls Since
December 15th. Nice, Gentle Set Of Heifers.
725-825 Lbs.
• 23 Brangus Baldy Heifers. Same Set As Above.
• 12 Brangus Baldy Hefiers Running With Angus Bulls
Since December 15th. 800 Lbs.
• 20 F1 Heifers Bred To Calve This Spring. 900-1000 Lbs.
Nice Set.
• 30 Brangus & Angus Plus Cows. Calving This Fall. AI To
44 Angus Bulls. Nice Group Of Young Cows. 3-4
Years Old.
• 3 F1 Brangus Heifers 12-14 Months Old.
• 120 Brahman Cross Heifers. Ω To æ Blood. Ocv. Really
Nice Set Of South Texas Cow Making Heifers. 600700 Lbs.
• 38 1st Calf Pairs. F1, Brahman Cross, And Braford.
• 26 Pairs, 3-5 Years Old. Braford, Beefmaster, And
Brangus.

• 30 2nd Calf Braford Cows. 15 With Big Calves That
Should Be Bred Back To Charolais Bulls. Other 15
Bred To Calve This Fall To Charolais Bulls. Really Nice
Set.
• 10 Brahman Heifers. One Raising Set. 700-800 Lbs.
Open, Ready For Bulls. Dehorned, Ocv.
• 17 Brahman Heifers. 650-750 Lbs. Ocv. Gentle.
• 5 Angus Plus Pairs. Big Calves. Running Back With
Hereford And Angus Bulls. 4-5 Years Old.
• 13 1/2 - 3/4 Blood Brahman Cross Pairs. 3-5 Years Old.
• 35 Angus Plus And Xbred Cows. 3-5 Years Old. Bred To
Calve In The Fall.
• 20 2nd & 3rd Calf F1, Brangus, And Brahman Cross
Pairs. Will Be Some 3 In 1 s.
• 20 Brahman Pairs. 3-8 Years Old. These Have Brahman
Calves At Their Side.
• 15 Xbred Pairs. 3-6 Years Old With Angus Calves. Good
Set Of Ranch Cows.
• 35 1st & 2nd Calf Brangus And Braford Cows. Several
Calves On The Ground. Balance Heavy Bred.
BULLS:
• 3 Registered Santa Gertrudis Bulls, 2 Years Old.
• 1 Registered Santa Gertrudis Bull, 4 Years Old.
• 5 Charolais Bulls, 16-18 Months Old.
• 1 Charolais Bull, 2 Years Old.
• 8 Hereford Bulls, 18-24 Months Old.

The Sale Will Be Held In Person And Online.

Please continue to check our website for pictures and
updated consignments: www.pearsalllivestock.com
Mark Your Calendar Today! • More Quality Consignments To Come.
Weekly sales begin each Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.

Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock
marketing needs. We are located outside of Pearsall
on southbound Interstate 35. Take Exit 99.
For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
Kelley Thigpen • Mobile: 830/334-1047

www.pearsalllivestock.com
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Meat judging team makes clean spring sweep
with victory at Houston Livestock Show contest
The team from Texas three judging contests held
Led by a strong showing
Tech took first place in all this semester.
from
three
different
squads, Texas Tech University’s Meat Judging
Team, housed in the DeIVE AK IVESTOCK UCTION NC
partment of Animal &
Three Rivers, Texas
Food Sciences in the College of Agricultural SciSALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.
ences & Natural Resources, completed the spring
sweep with a victory at the
Phone: 361/786-2553 or 361/786-3525
Houston Livestock Show
Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
and Rodeo Intercollegiate
www.liveoaklivestock.com
Meat Contest held at

L

O

L

A

,I .

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings

Martin Preferred Foods.
The victory gives the
team from Texas Tech victories in all three meat
judging contests held this
spring, joining the wins at
the AMSA Mountain West
contest on Jan. 17 and the
Lonestar Classic Youth &
Collegiate contest on Feb.
6 in Ennis.
“I am so thankful for the
opportunity to be at Texas
Tech and to be a Red

Raider,” said Mark Miller,
coach of the Meat Judging
Team and the San Antonio
Stock Show and Rodeo
Distinguished Chair in
Meat Sciences. “I am
blessed to have the opportunity to work with this
very special set of coaches
and students. They have a
humble heart and amazing
work ethic in their pursuit
of excellence and honor
while helping each other so

unselfishly. I am so proud
of them and the wonderful
way they represent Texas
Tech University. They have
great faith, which carried
them to the victory."
For the Houston competition, schools were
allowed to enter multiple
teams. Texas Tech submitted a Red and Black team,
both of which finished in
the top four, while several
members completed as
alternates and finished
18th overall.
The Red team led the
way for Texas Tech with a
first-place finish and 4,228
points, while the Black
team finished fourth with
4,137 points. In between,
the Kansas State University Tigers finished second
with 4,218 points, and the
Colorado State Green
team finished third with
4,175 points.
Angelo State University, part of the Texas Tech
University System, finished
fifth with 4,133 points.
Once again, Texas
Tech’s victory came thanks
to its domination in the
individual categories. The
Red team finished first in
beef grading, beef judging
and overall beef; third in
specifications, total placing
and reasons/questions; and
fifth in pork judging. The
Black team took second in
pork judging and reason/
questions, fourth in specifications and fifth in lamb
judging.
Hondo native Cassie
Bendele put forth her
third-straight top-five finish and second overall individual title finishing with
1,075 points. Competing
for the Red team, she took
first place in overall beef,
second place in beef grading and specifications, seventh in pork judging and
10th in reasons/questions.
Preston Twilligear put
together his second straight
top-five finish, coming in
fourth with 1,063 points.
The Hondo native finished
second in overall beef,
fourth in total placing, fifth
in beef judging and eighth
in specifications while competing for the Red team.
Rounding out the individual top 10 finishers for
Texas Tech was Black team
competitor Grace Parker,
who finished 10th with
1,051 points. She took
fourth in lamb judging, fifth
in total placing, eighth in
pork judging and ninth in
reasons/questions.
Other event winners for
the Black team included
Lauren Pfeiffer, also from
Hondo, who finished second in reasons/questions,
(Continued on page 21)
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SALE
REPORTS
ABBA National F1 and TBA Brahman
Female Sale
March 20, 2021
Caldwell, Texas
F1 CATTLE
Category:
Average
Brahman x Hereford Pairs
$3,040
Brahman x Hereford Bred
$2,000
Brahman x Hereford Exposed
$2,010
Brahman x Hereford Open
$1,683
Brahman x Angus Bred
$1,650
Brahman x Angus Exposed
$2,161
Brahman x Angus Open
$1,372
Brahman x Gelbvieh Open
$1,874
F1 + 1/4 Brahman x 3/4 Angus Open
$1,200
REGISTERED & PUREBRED CATTLE
Registered Brahman Bred
$3,075
Registered Brahman Open
$2,276
Registered Brahman Bulls
$2,984
Purebred Brahman Pairs
$2,800
Purebred Brahman Open
$1,387
Registered Hereford Bred
$1,825
Registered Hereford Open
$1,250
Purebred Hereford Pairs
$2,800
Purebred Hereford Bred
$1,765
Registered Hereford Bulls
$3,300
CHAMPION PAIR:
Consigned by John Malazzo Farms, Caldwell, Texas and sold
for $3,800 each.
CHAMPION EXPOSED PEN OF FEMALES:
Consigned by John Malazzo Farms, Caldwell, Texas and sold
for $3,000 per head.
CHAMPION PEN OF OPEN FEMALES:
Sold to Richardson Ranch, Ozona, Texas for $2,500 each.
CHAMPION PEN OF BRAHMAN FEMALES:
Consigned by Terry Novak Ranch, Danbury, Texas sold for
$3,000 each.
HIGH SELLING PEN OF BRAHMAN HEIFERS:
Consigned by Golden Meadows Ranch, Helotes, Texas sold
for $4,600 each.
JUDGES:
John Smith, Teague, Texas
Josh Kinslow, College Station, Texas
AUCTIONEER:
Terry Reagan
SALE MANAGER:
Broken Triangle Cattle Company
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Livestock Sales Calendar
EDITOR’S NOTE: Bold-faced listings have advertisements in this issue.
APR 3 TBBA Brangus Sale, Salado, TX
APR 5-6 Two Fast Nickels Online SimGenetic Sale
APR 8 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,
TX

(Continued from page 20)

and Kylan Swinney from Deming, New
Mexico, who finished eighth in lamb judging. For the Red team, Marion native
Caleb Kunde finished seventh in reasons/questions and eighth in beef judging
to tie with Parker for 10th overall.
Texas Tech’s alternate team had two
outstanding individual performers.
Dayton Wood, a native of Cumby, placed
in the top 10 in six different categories to
take third place overall with 1,065 points,
with a high of second place in lamb judging. Shelby Kinsey from Lockhart finished
in the top four in four categories, finishing
first in beef judging and third in both lamb
judging and total placing.
Other members of the Meat Judging
Team are:
•Jake Bagby from Stephenville
•Bryce Black from Prosper
•Grace Carver from Flower Mound
•Kindle Catching from Howe
•Arliss Corliss from Estancia, New
Mexico
•Morgan Elsworth from Spring Branch
•Grayson Harrell from Crandall
•Skylar
Hough-Anderson
from
Canton
•Hannah Pearson from Oconto,
Nebraska
•Paige Perryman from Lubbock
•Rance Smith from Royse City
•Cade Snethen from Otterbein,
Indiana
•Reid Swinney from Deming, New
Mexico
Along with Miller, coaches for this
year’s team are Taylor Schertz from Krum,
Conner McKinzie from Stephenville and
Grant Kitten from Slaton.
SLS

SEP 25 Synergy SimGenetics Sale, Giddings, TX
OCT 16 Beef on Forage Beefmaster Bull Sale, Brenham, TX
OCT 16 Carr & Others Fall Beefmaster Sale, Floresville, TX
SLS

Webinar...

(Continued from page 2)

APR 10 Collier Farms Advantage Sale, Giddings, TX
APR 10 Texas Simmental/Simbrah Assn Southern Showcase
SimGenetics Sale, Brenham, TX
APR 10 Clayton Williams Ranch Company Share the Genetics
Brangus Sale, Bastrop, TX
APR 10 Charolais Assn of Texas Spring Innovation Sale,
Gainesville, TX
APR 16 & 17 2nd Annual Breeders Bonanza Spring Sale,
Brenham, TX
2nd Annual Breeders Bonanza

Spring Sale

April 16 & 17, 2021
Washington County Fair Grounds • Brenham, Texas
Friday - Elite Registered Brahman Female Sale - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday - Bull Sale & Female Sale - 12:00 p.m.
Visit: CFProductions.com for online catalog and more information.

CF PRODUCTIONS

Victory...

PAGE 21

Chase & Kalen Fautch
(940) 782-7595 • (979) 229-4066

APR 17 East Texas/Louisiana Beefmaster Marketing Group
Sale, Crockett, TX
APR 17 MP Brangus at Diamond D Ranch Spring Brangus
Sale, Poteet, TX
APR 17 Spring Hereford Collection, College Station, TX
APR 17 Pearsall Livestock Auction Special Replacement Sale,
Pearsall, TX
APR 17 Jordan Cattle Auction Spring “Best of the Best”
Special Bull Offering, San Saba, TX
APR 23 Spring Flint Hills Classic Beefmaster Sale, Paxico, KS
APR 24 Cavender-Draggin' M and Partners Spring Brangus
Female Sale, Jacksonville, TX
APR 24 Springtime in Texas Beefmaster Sale, Brenham, TX
APR 24 Beefmaster E-6 Commercial Female Sale, Brenham,
TX
APR 24 The 17th Share the Future Sale, Hereford, TX
APR 24 Live Oak Livestock Auction, Inc. Special Replacement
Cow and Heifer Sale, Three Rivers, TX
APR 25 Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock Auction Special
Replacement Female Sale, Brenham, TX
APR 29 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,
TX
MAY 1 Charolais Sale of Excellence, College Station, TX
MAY 8 Jordan Cattle Auction May Replacement Female Sale,
San Saba, TX
MAY 8 Mid-Coast Santa Gertrudis Spring Sale, Brenham, TX
MAY 15 Swinging B & Friends Sale, Salado, TX
MAY 22 2nd Annual Get Back To Grass Sale, Henderson, TX
JUN 11 Quail Valley Farms Mature Cowherd Brangus and Santa
Gertrudis Dispersal Sale, Oneonta, AL
JUN 12 Quail Valley Farms Elite Brangus & Santa Gertrudis
Female Invitational Sale, Oneonta, AL
JUN 12 Wallen Prairie Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale,
Lockwood, MO
JUN 26 Southern Tradition XXI Beefmaster Sale, Savannah,
TN
AUG 7 J&T Farms Beefmaster Sale, Lexington, TN
AUG 21 Emmons Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale, Bryan,
TX
SEP 24-25 Flint Hills Classic Beefmaster Female & Bull Sale,
Paxico, KS

was in some form of drought,
while another 22% was abnormally dry, according to the U.S.
Drought Monitor.
With the remainder of the
spring forecast predicting a
greater than normal chance of
below-average precipitation,
there is not much relief expected for the state in the near
future.
“We developed this program because want to help livestock producers reduce their
risk of loss due to a drought
when possible,” Benavidez
said. “Our team believes the
information offered may help
producers develop holistic
strategies to better manage
risks in forage production, their
financial strategies and livestock management.”
The series was developed as
part of a grant through the
Southern Risk Management
Education Center.
Speakers and topics
•April 13 – Drought Risk
Management Programs, Benavidez.
•April 15 – Nutrition and
Management Strategies for
Drought Resilience, Jason
Smith, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension beef cattle specialist,
Amarillo.
•April 20 – Drought’s Impact on Rangeland Plant
Communities and Wildfire
Checklist/Recovery, Morgan

Treadwell, Ph.D., AgriLife
Extension range specialist, San
Angelo.
•April 22 – Economic
Management Strategies to
Minimize Drought Impact,
Pancho Abello, AgriLife
Extension economist, Vernon.
Open discussion on benefits,
challenges
The webinar series will also
include a unique setting for discussion among the four faculty
and program attendees. During
the discussion period at the end
of each session, the entire
group will discuss benefits and
challenges of each strategy that
has been presented. This will
offer participants perspective
on different strategies from a
wide range of expertise.
“Input from our stakeholders and county agents was critical in the origination of this
program,” Benavidez said.
“Our team is really looking forward to providing resources
that we believe will have a real
financial impact during one of
the most frequent and significant challenges our Texan producers face.”
Upon completing the entire
series, participants will receive
three Texas Department of
Agriculture pesticide applicator continuing education units
– two general and one integrated pest management.
For more information, contact Benavidez at benavidez
justin@tamu.edu or call 806677-5600 or 979-219-5287.

April 6-9 - San Antonio Livestock Show Junior Heifer
Shows, San Antonio, TX
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3-Cattle

3-Cattle

Wesley Theuret
Herefords

CLASSIFIED
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 791364 • San Antonio, TX 78279-1364
Office Located:
407 Breesport • San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210/524-9697 • Fax: 210/524-9690
DEADLINE • TUESDAY • 12:00 NOON
ADVERTISING RATES
Display (Box Ads)
Line Ads
1-Time..............................$12.00
Line Ads:
2 or More Times ................$9.60
5 lines for $6.00, $1.50 for each
Minimum ..........................1 inch
additional line (allow 16 charReverses ..........................$15.00
acters per line). The terms on
Blind Box Charge .............$5.00 Classified advertising are cash.
No credit is allowed.

Horned Bulls
and Females
2348 CR 165, Kenedy, TX 78119
theuret@sbcglobal.net
210/315-0103

Willis, Texas
Registered Brangus Cattle, Paint and Quarter Horses
Mike Manners, Owner
Bill Cawley, Cattle Manager
17510 Red Oak Drive, Suite 100
713/875-7711 mobile
Houston, Texas 77090
936/624-2010 home
281/821-5556 • Fax: 281/821-6522
www.stalwartranch.com

Credit For Errors Allowed On First Insertion Only

Insurance .................................................18
Livestock Supplies ..................................19
Tack ..........................................................20
Pasture For Lease....................................21
Pasture Wanted .......................................22
Personal ...................................................23
Photography ............................................24
Schools/Education ..................................25
Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt..........................26
Services ....................................................27
Trucks/Trailers ........................................28
Transportation.........................................29
Semen/Embryos......................................30
Real Estate For Sale................................31
Real Estate For Lease/Rent ...................32
Real Estate Wanted ................................33
Fuels ........................................................ 34

Bill Carr

HILLTOP RANCH
BEEFMASTERS

LSAA
Bull Sale
Dec. 3, 2021

Home:
361/798-5662
Mark’s Cell:
361/798-6558
www.jbarangus.com

254/793-2389 or 254/793-2484
Cell: 512/963-2116
15-Fencing

MYERS
CEDAR YARD
For All Your Cedar Needs
Highway 183 South
Lampasas, TX 76550
(512) 556-4968
Meridian Location
(254) 435-6857
9509 N. Highway 6
Meridian, TX 76665
Email:
myerpost@wildblue.net
Website:
www.myers-cedaryard.com

Troup, TX
Producing Quality Brangus
since 1990!
info@wilsonbrangus.com

REGISTERED
BRANGUS BULLS
Scotty 903/360-1576
Ross 903/649-3166
19-Livestock Supplies

Ranch Locations:

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

Irrigated

Fertilized

Webb County - 30 miles Northeast of
Laredo, Texas
Wilson County - 8 miles West of
Floresville, Texas
Kendall County - Midway between Boerne
and Fredericksburg, Texas

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2947
Laredo, Texas 78044-2947
Phone: (361) 586-5067

Registered Angus Bulls For Sale:

Halter Breaking Donkeys Avail.
Triple S Cattle Service

WILSON &
WILSON BRANGUS

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

3-Cattle

14-24 mo. old bulls. EPD’s, breeding guarantee, virgin bulls ready for service.

-- For Sale -TEASER BULLS

Cedar Posts & Staves (peeled upon
request), Cedar Lumber, Fireplace
Mantels, Cedar Chests and Furniture.

INDEX:
Employment Wanted .................................1
Help Wanted ...............................................2
Cattle ...........................................................3
Sheep, Goats ...............................................4
Horses, Mules .............................................5
Misc. Livestock ...........................................6
Exotic Game ...............................................7
Livestock Wanted.......................................8
Livestock Order Buyers.............................9
Buildings ...................................................10
Business Opportunities............................11
Dogs...........................................................12
Equipment ................................................13
Equipment Wanted ..................................14
Fencing ......................................................15
Financial....................................................16
Hay/Feed/Seed .........................................17
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Kevin &
Jessica Moore

“When You Depend On Beef For Your Bottom Line”
2929 Oak Hill Road • Alvarado, TX 76009
Jessica Moore, Ofc. Mgr. 817/822-7402 ofc. & cell
Kevin 817/822-7109 cell
Email: office@M6ranch.com or website: www.m6ranch.com

BRANGUS BULLS
West Texas Tough
325/554-7838 • 325/669-5727

Hallettsville, Texas

QUALITY COASTAL HAY & ALFALFA
SPRIGGING AVAILABLE • COASTAL • TIFTON 85 • JIGGS
1300 Bootleg Road
Larry 830/570-0878
Pleasanton, TX 78064
Dustin 830/570-2551
jasikhayfarms.com

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas
Contact: Jay Sturgess
7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725
19-Livestock Supplies

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

FOJTIK AUCTION
& EQUIPMENT CO.
SINCE 1970
10312 I.H. 37 • Mathis, Texas 78368
361/547-9400 Office • 361/547-2561 Fax
361/765-2923/Auctioneer-Felix Fojtik
TxLic. #11684

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

BUCKNER POLLED
BEEFMASTERS

Visit Us Online At: www.
southernlivestock.com

Heifers, Cows, Bulls Available
Near Groesbeck, Texas

254/747-2199

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

www.bucknerpolledbeefmasters.info

For information on Simmental
and Simbrah, contact:

GREG CLIFTON
Auctioneer
817-313-5250
2701 Fox Glenn Ct.
Hurst, Texas 76054

Texas Simmental/
Simbrah Association
President - Casey Buzzard
825 Usener St. #726 | Houston, TX 77009
903-701-7929
info.txsimmentalsimbrah@gmail.com
www.texassimmentalsimbrah.com

OUTFRONT CATTLE SERVICE
DENNIS ADAMS
P.O. BOX 10590
COLLEGE STATION, TX 77842
979/693-1301 • 979/229-4472 (M)
EMAIL: dennis@outfrontcattle.com

Visit Us Online At:
www. southernlivestock.com
For The Latest News and
Sale Reports!

SLS 4-2-21

3/30/21

12:06 PM

Page 23

SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

PAGE 23

Specialty crops potential: More return for water, utilize center pivots
By: Kay Ledbetter
Texas AgriLife Today
Agriculture producers
in the Texas High Plains

TXE-127-006591

Auctioneer & Sale Manager
7320 Triple Elm North
San Antonio, Texas 78263
210/648-5475 Ofc. - 210/648-4939 Fax
210/415-0888 Mobile

P.O. Box 1941 • Beeville, TX 78104
Office: 361-362-COWS • Fax: 361-362-1035
Mobile: 361-362-5863
Email: casascattle@hotmail.com

Richard Hood
979/224-6150
hoodgert@aol.com

Mark Cowan
903/495-4522
mark@amscattle.com

3G SALES & SERVICE
MIKE GREEN
915 Pearidge • Franklin, GA 30217
979/229-6563 • threeg1990@yahoo.com
Private Treaty Marketing
Sales Management
Consultation
Reproductive Physiology
(A.I. and Palpation)

1312 Rodden Dr.
Decatur, TX 76234
972/839-6485
www.doaklambert.com

27-Services
If a great picture is worth $1,000
Imagine the value of a great video.

WADE FISHER • 254/319-5349
wade@idealvideoproductions.com
www.idealvideoproductions.com

28-Trucks/Trailers

30-Semen/Embryos

could potentially diversify
their operations by growing specialty crops and get
higher returns for their
water – without having to
replace their irrigation systems.
With a declining water
table in mind, Texas A&M
AgriLife, U.S. Department
of Agriculture-Agricultural Research Service and
three industry partners will
investigate the potential of
producing high quality vegetables under irrigation for
fresh market sales.
The
research
will
include the use of mobile
drip irrigation, MDI, integrated with a patented,
computerized irrigation
scheduling system that uses
plant and soil water sensing
and weather feedback. The
system is called Irrigation
Scheduling and Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition, or ISSCADA.
Charlie Rush, Ph.D.,
Texas A&M AgriLife
Research plant pathologist,
Amarillo, has been evaluating melons, peppers and
tomatoes for AgriLife
Research’s breeding program in the High Plains climate for many years. His
interest spiked when he
started working in high
tunnels, and he has compared production inside
and outside the tunnels for
produce quality in the different climates.
The focus of Rush’s latest study is on types of irrigation and irrigation scheduling. The study is funded
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by a grant from the Irrigation Innovation Consortium at Colorado State
University. The Consortium is funded by a $5 million, five-year grant from
the Foundation for Food
and Agriculture Research.
More production, profit
per drop of water
Approximately 4.5 million acres of cropland are
irrigated by over 30,000
center pivot systems in the
Texas High Plains. Most of
these irrigated acres are
planted to corn and cotton.
However, due to declining
groundwater and increasing pumping costs, growers
are continually searching
for economic alternatives
to those commodity crops.
Among those alternatives
may be high value specialty
crops, such as watermelon,
cantaloupe, tomatoes and
peppers.
“It’s fairly well recognized that where people
are commercially growing
high quality, fresh-market
tomatoes outside, they are
doing so with drip (irrigation),” Rush said. “So, if we
want people in the Texas
Panhandle to grow high
value crops, they need to
do it with drip irrigation.
However, our farmers have
already invested in center
pivot systems. So, how do
you grow higher value produce when everyone has a
pivot and we know drip
irrigation does best? That’s
where we will focus this
study.”
The first step included
retrofitting portions of a
center pivot system at the
research facilities near
Bushland. The spray nozzle
that typically hangs from
center pivots were replaced
with a tube that has holes in
the dripline that will drag
across the field as the pivot
moves. Additionally, traditional driplines will be a
part of the test.
“We know there is a
local market for tomatoes,
so that is where we are
starting,”
Rush
said.
“People like getting that
fresh tomato, and we have

access to markets and
experience growing them.
But in this study, we are
looking
at
irrigation
aspects that will be applicable to other specialty crops
as well.”
Rush said the team has
planted tomatoes from
seed in the greenhouse.
The resulting 2,500 plants
will be transplanted into
the field around May 1,
depending on the weather.
The plants will be irrigated
with a sprinkler or the
mobile drip, as well as with
the surface dripline. The
researchers will compare
how the different methods
impact water use, wateruse efficiency, plant growth
and development, root
dynamics, and pest and disease development.
Qingwu Xue, Ph.D.,
AgriLife Research plant
physiologist, Amarillo, will
quantify how the plants
respond to abiotic stresses,
and Rush will take the lead
on detecting and quantifying biotic stresses.
When the tomatoes are
harvested, Justin Benavidez, Ph.D., Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Service
economist, Amarillo, will
do the economic analysis.
“We’ll use what we harvest and sell for projections
on what it would give producers on a per-acre basis,”
Rush said.
When, where and how
much to irrigate
The project will also
examine in detail when,
where and how much irrigation is best where specialty crops are concerned.
“It’s one thing to compare
delivery systems, but it
doesn’t tell you anything
about how much water you
should be putting out with
the different systems,”
Rush said.
To help answer these

questions for growers, the
team members and industry collaborators developed the ISSCADA system. The system consists of
a wireless network of
canopy temperature sensors mounted on the pivot,
soil water sensors strategically placed in the field, and
an automated weather station, all integrated with
variable rate irrigation,
VRI, on a center pivot
sprinkler.
The system monitors
plant and soil water status
and provides users with
automated, site-specific
watering
recommendations in the form of prescription maps that can be
fed to the center pivot control panel. MDI, integrated
with ISSCADA to optimize irrigation scheduling,
will be compared with conventional center pivot irrigation with low elevation
sprinkler application and
traditional surface drip,
with regard to crop yield,
quality, water use, wateruse efficiency and total
economic return.
Placing the sensors and
operating the ISSCADA
system will be the responsibility of Susan O’Shaughnessy, Ph.D., USDAARS research agricultural
engineer with the Soil and
Water Management Research Unit, Bushland. She
will direct the scheduling of
irrigation treatments, and
work collaboratively with
Paul Colaizzi, Ph.D., also a
USDA-ARS research agricultural engineer with the
Soil and Water Management Research Unit,
Bushland.
Colaizzi, whose primary
interests are the energy and
water balances of irrigated
crops, will be responsible
for quantifying plant/soil
water relations in the three

irrigation systems.
Specialty equipment to
capture the data
The team will employ
an MDI system designed
by Monty Teeter, president
of Dragon Line, an industry collaborator. This
Dragon Line system allows
for individual sprinkler sections to apply water independently. Dragon Line
has also designed and
installed the driplines to
ensure they travel over the
plant bed.
Jake LaRue, irrigation
consultant with Valmont
Industries, Owasso, Oklahoma, has helped with the
installation of the MDI system at Bushland and
helped the team address
cultural practices and challenges that other vegetable
growers using sprinkler
irrigation systems have
encountered.
Engineering and technical support for laying out
the wireless infrared thermometer sensor network
system on the center pivot
has been provided by Mike
van Bavel, president of
Dynamax Inc.
With the sensors installed and the irrigation
systems retrofitted, the
team is set to measure soil
water status throughout
the 2021 and 2022 growing
seasons.
“Susan and Paul have
been doing this work on
modeling soil and plant
water relationships for a
long time and working with
irrigation scheduling systems, variable rate site-specific irrigation – so combining that with our agronomics makes a great team,”
Rush said.
“The ultimate focus is
how to best grow tomatoes
to get the highest quality
and highest yield with the
best water conservation.”
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