
grazed feed and harvested
feed, 40-70% of annual cow
costs fall into this category.
If the ranch is owned, the
cash cost for feed may be
less; however, when con-
ducting an economic analy-
sis, grazed and harvested
feed from owned land
should be valued at market
price. In other words, the
cow-calf enterprise is asked
to pay fair market value for
the grass that is grazed and
the hay that is fed. If the
land is owned, the market
value of the grass is a return
to land ownership. The
same goes for hay raised on
the ranch. What is the
market value for the same
quality of hay if you were to
sell it off the ranch? The
cow-calf enterprise should
be asked to pay that value
to the hay enterprise. If
the market value of the
grass that cows graze or the
hay they are fed is not being
accurately accounted for,
then the cow-calf enter-
prise may be being subsi-
dized by other enterprises
on the ranch.

Labor/equipment
When categorizing costs

to the cowherd, labor and
equipment can be lumped
together as a category be-
cause they often go hand-
in-hand. Equipment is of-
ten purchased to reduce
labor and labor is needed
to operate equipment.
These two things together
are also often identified as
a fixed or an overhead cost.
Overhead costs are expens-
es that don’t change very
much based on the number
of cows in the herd. For
example, if a rancher has
200 cows and leases a
neighbor’s place and is now
able to run an addition 100
cows, they probably are not
going to buy another pick-
up, trailer, tractor, or ATV
just because they added
another 100 cows. The
equipment they had to care
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Annual cow costs –
the big three

By Aaron Berger,
Nebraska Extension Beef Educator

When looking at annual
cow costs and doing an eco-
nomic analysis, three cate-
gories tend to make up the
largest percentage of total
costs: feed, labor/equip-
ment and cow deprecia-
tion. Other expenses occur,
such as breeding expense
and veterinary costs, but
they tend to be significantly
less than the “Big Three.”
To conduct an economic
analysis, break the ranch
into enterprises to under-
stand where value is being
created and costs are
occurring. Land owner-
ship, hay production, cow-
calf and replacement heifer
development are four of
the major enterprises on
many ranches.

Feed
When including both

•  SEE PAGES  9-11 •
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USDA Livestock Export/ Import  Statistics
For 1-2-2021

SPECIES: 1-5-2021: Wk.-Dt.: Yr.-Dt.:
1) BEEF CATTLE
a. Slaughter 107 107 107
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 3
Total 107 107 110

2) HOGS
a. Slaughter 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

3) SHEEP
a. Slaughter
1) lambs 0 0 0
2) ewes 0 0 0
b. Breeding Males 0 0 0
c. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

4)  DAIRY CATTLE
a. Breeding Males 0 0 0
b. Breeding Females 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

5) GOATS
a. Angora 0 0 0
b. Spanish 0 0 0
c. Other 0 0 0
Total 0 0 0

6) HORSES
a. Slaughter 0 0 210
b. Breeding Males 0 0 3
c. Breeding Females 0 0 4
d. Geldings 0 0 6
e. Burro/Mule/Pony 0 0 0
Total 0 03 223

7) EXOTICS
Total 0 0 0

MEXICO TO NEW MEXICO IMPORTS
SPECIES: 1-2-2021: 1-1-2021 - Present:
FEEDER CATTLE 10,338 710,006

MEXICO TO TEXAS IMPORTS
FEEDER CATTLE 126 345,164

The Midnight Ride of 
Bob Slaughter

Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow’s 1861 poem “The
Midnight Ride of Paul Re-
vere” describes how Re-
vere rode hell-bent
through the New England
countryside on a mission to
warn American colonists of
an impending British at-
tack, shouting “The British
are coming! The British are
coming! 

In Texas a century later,
the midnight ride of Bob
Slaughter, ten-year old son
of pioneer rancher C.C.
“Lum” Slaughter, extend-
ed well beyond the witch-
ing hour. The spunky
youngster (full name Ro-
bert Lee Slaughter) rode
from Dallas to German
Springs, just north of Big
Spring, to warn the manag-
er of the Slaughters’ Long S
Ranch that the British were
coming and they were up to
no good. The trip covered
more than 300 miles and
took 41 hours to complete.
Paul Revere’s legendary
ride, as embellished by
Longfellow, was a spin
around the block by com-
parison. 

While Revere was driv-
en by an intense desire to
save the American Revo-
lution, Slaughter was on a
mission to save the family’s
ranch. The Slaughter fami-
ly lived in Dallas but Lum’s
Long S ranch stretched
from Plainview to Big
Spring in West Texas. 

In 1881, Lum agreed to
sell the Long S to an
English lord and his accom-
plices for $500,000, or

about $12 million of today’s
dollars. Not until he had
prepared the transfer and a
letter of introduction and
dispatched them in a spe-
cial stagecoach to the ranch
did the elder Slaughter suf-
fer a bout of seller’s re-
morse. He cabled London
to verify the alleged lord’s
identity and three days
later learned that the
British lord and his cronies
were nothing but a royal
pain; their credit and refer-
ences were bogus. 

That’s when the elder

Slaughter called on 10-year
old Bob to mount a light-
weight racing saddle and
ride as fast as he could over
more than 300 miles of
unmarked prairie to warn
the Long S about the
British swindlers heading
their way. He carried with
him a letter of explanation
and enough money to buy
replacement horses along
the route. He exchanged
horses in Weatherford and
continued on past the Palo
Pinto Mountains and Fort

(Continued on page 6)

I would love to tell you
that 2020 is left behind us. I
would love to say that we
no longer need to reference
2020. I would love to
declare that from this day
forward, we no longer need
to worry about a virus, that
our political landscape is
pleasant and serene. And I
would really like to tell you
there will never be another
cloudy day.

Will 2021 be all sunshine
and roses? Likely not. But
name me a prior year that
was. Witnessing a complete
economic shutdown due to
a global pandemic was a
first for us all. And hopeful-
ly, something we will never
witness again. In my open-
ing column for 2020, there
was no mention of Covid-
19. In early January 2020, it
wasn’t on my radar.
However, by February
things were beginning to
heat up quickly. And by
early March, we were wit-
nessing the halting in mid-
stream of the 2020 Houston

Livestock Show & Rodeo.
For 2021, we have seen

that the Denver & Fort
Worth Stock shows being
cancelled. And for San
Antonio and Houston
shows, the open shows
have been cancelled, while
the Junior shows remain.

And for the San
Antonio All Breed Show
and Sale? We are still
scheduled for February
16th and 17th with added
safety precautions. And for
those customers who have
an increased risk of infec-
tion, the sale will once
again be broadcast live on
DV Auction.com. As an
added benefit, the staff is
providing video footage of
most of the sale offering to
go alongside a video feed of
the ring as cattle are selling.
We owe a debt of gratitude
to Wade and Blaine Fisher,
of Ideal Video Productions
for the use of his video
equipment and the assis-
tance of his great staff for
editing this footage. It is

also our intent to have
these videos available both
on our website, southern-
livestock.com, and on ide-
alvideoproductions.com
prior to sale day. Please
stay tuned for more details.

So, what will “normal”
look like for 2021? I was
speaking to a friend of
mine about this subject the
other day, and the consen-
sus was that there most
likely will be a new normal.
We change, we adapt, we
adopt new techniques and
ideas…we move forward.

Think of the Horn Fly.
There is an entire industry
out there to control the
Horn Fly. Why? Because
they adapt. They develop
resistance to the pesticides
we use in our tags and to
the additives in our feed
and/or mineral programs.
If that weren’t the case,
then the first tag developed
and sold would still be
100% effective, and there-
fore render the develop-
ment of other tags to be
unnecessary. 

So, the Horn Fly adapts,
as does the Flu and Corona
viruses. But the good news
is, so do we!

It’s hard to say what the
new normal will look like.
But we will adapt. The
backspace key on my key-
board is a much better eras-
er than that little pink one
on the end of a number 2
pencil ever was! Yes, some-
one has built a better
mouse trap. And yes, the
best is still yet to come.
Happy New Year every-
body!

SLS
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USDA oversight of gene-edited live-
stock--a seismic shift for agriculture

Source: USDA
USDA has announced

its intention have primary
oversight over gene-edited
livestock. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue
said this would be a signifi-
cant step in modernizing
regulations of agricultural
animals modified or pro-
duced by genetic engineer-
ing.

“This would be a seis-
mic shift for agriculture,”
Greg Ibach, USDA under-
secretary for marketing
and regulatory programs
adding, “This provides an
opportunity for U.S. ani-
mal agriculture to catch up
with our competitors
worldwide, since Canada,
Argentina, Brazil and
China all have paths for-
ward for animal biotech-
nology that improve ani-
mal health and animal wel-
fare and we do not. This
will help our producers be
able to use less antibiotics,
treat fewer sick animals,
and be able to eliminate
traits that like horns that
cause animal stress in the
production cycle.”

Last year, President
Trump ordered federal
agencies to streamline the
approval process for bio-
technology products used
in farming. Secretary
Perdue announced that
USDA will move forward
with an Advanced Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANPR) to solicit public
input and feedback on a
contemplated regulatory
framework that would
modernize our system into
a scientifically-sound, risk-
based, and predictable pro-
cess that facilitates the
development and use of
these technologies for U.S.
farmers and ranchers
under USDA’s authorities.

“Earlier this year we
moved forward with the
secure rule which paved
the way for the first update
for plant biotechnology
regulation in 30 years.
We've continued to work
and using APHIS’ animal
health authorities and
FSIS’ food safety authori-
ties, we now have a propos-
al that we would like to
take comments on where
we would use those author-
ities to be able to provide a
safe, seamless, predictable,
science-based way forward

to approve animal biotech-
nology trade,” Ibach
explained.

The USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service (APHIS)
already has a review pro-
cess in place for gene edit-
ing in plants, which can

serve as a model for live-
stock.

“FDA has taken a look
at the food animal biotech-
nology trade and has
attempted to regulate them
under their drug authori-
ty,” Ibach said. “As we
know, these don’t represent
drugs, they are alternations
that enhance health,
enhance animal welfare –
traits like the hornless
Holstein cow that was
developed by Alison Van
Eenennaam. Working with
FDA to identify a path for-
ward using our animal
health and food safety reg-

(Continued on page 6)

The Santa Gertrudis Cow...
She Isn’t Just A Pretty Picture!

The Santa Gertrudis Cow...
She Isn’t Just A Pretty Picture!



PAGE 4 SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2021

USDA Major Livestock Reports:
Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, December 17, 2020: Total receipts
1,191, last reported (12-10-20) 2,135, last year 1,034. Feeder cattle 846 (71.0%), last
reported (12-10-20) 1,772 (83.0%), last year 817 (79.0%). Slaughter cattle 179
(15.5%), last reported (12-10-20) 256 (12.0%), last year 155 (15.0%). Replacement
cattle 166 (13.9%), last reported (12-10-20) 107 (5.0%), last year 62 (6.0%). Compared
to last week steer and heifer calves and yearlings weak to2.00 lower. Slaughter cows
and bulls steady to2.00 higher. Stock cows and pairs not well tested/ Trading and
demand moderate. Supply included: 71% Feeder Cattle (44% Steers, 48% Heifers,
8% Bulls); 15% Slaughter Cattle (90% Cows, 10% Bulls); 14% Replacement Cattle
(71% Stock Cows, 28% Bred Cows, 1% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle supply over
600 lbs was 34%. 

Amarillo Livstock Auction, Amarillo, Texas, January 4, 2021. Total receipts 365,
last reported (12-14-20) 202, last year 572. Feeder cattle 309 (84.7%), last reported (12-
14-20) 202 (100.0%), last year 512 (89.5%). Slaugher cattle 25 (6.8%), last reported
(12-14-20) 0 (0.0%), last year 32 (5.6%). Replacement cattle 31 (8.5%), last reported
(12-14-20) 0 (0.0%), last year 28 (4.9%). Compared to markets before the holiday

break: Feeder steers and heifers sold with a lower undertone. Trade activity and
demand were moderate. Supply included: 85% Feeder Cattle (22% Steers, 65%
Heifers, 13% Bulls); 7% Slaughter Cattle (94% Cows, 6% Bulls); 8% Replacement
Cattle (90% Bred Cows, 10% Cow-Calf Pairs). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was
55%. 

Oklahoma National Stock Yards, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, January 5, 2021:
Total receipts 12,154, last reported (12-14-20) 10,744, last year 12.702. Feeder cattle
12,154 (100.0%), last reported (12-14-20) 10,744 (100.0%), last year 12,702 (100.0%).
Compared to the last sale on 12/14/20: Feeder steers 1.00-4.00 lower. Feeder heifers
steady to3.00 lower. Steer calves steady to2.00 lower. Heifer calves steady to3.00 high-
er. Demand light to moderate as cattle futures traded sharply lower on Monday.
Feeder cattle futures lower in response to a higher corn market. Record snowfall hit
on New Years and many wheat fields are extremely muddy or covered in water as a
result. Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (69% Steers, 31% Heifers, 0% Bulls).
Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 68%.

Producers Livestock Auction, San Angelo, Texas, January 5, 2021: Sheep and goats.
Total receipts 3,400, last reported (12-15-20) 8,812, last year 6,361. Slaughter
sheep/lambs 1,870 (55.0%), last reported (12-15-20) 4,989 (56.6%), last year 3,993
(62.8%). Replacement sheep/lambs 65 (1.9%), last reported (12-15-20) 35 (0.4%), last
year 76 (1.2%). Feeder goats 34 (1.0%), last reported (12-15-20) 176 (2.0%), last year
191 (3.0%). Slaughter goats: 1,360 (40.0%), last reported (12-15-20) 3,216 (36.5%),
last year 2,035 (32.0%). Replacement goats: 71 (2.1%), last reported (12-15-20) 88
(1.0%), last year 66 (1.05). No recent comparison. All classes sharply higher than last
test. Trading fairly active, demand good. Supply included: 55% Slaughter
Sheep/Lambs (12% Wooled & Shorn, 69% Hair Breeds, 14% Ewes, 3% Hair Ewes,
2% Hair Bucks); 2% Replacement Sheep/Lambs (100% Hair Ewes); 1% Feeder
Goats (100% Kids); 40% Slaughter Goats (72% Kids, 17% Nannies/Does, 10%
Bucks/Billies, 1% Wethers); 2% Replacement Goats (100% Nannies/Does). 

Gillespie Livestock Company, Fredericksburg, Texas, December 16, 2020: Sheep
and goats: 4,559 head. Light Lambs About Steady. Heavy Lambs About Steady. Kids
Steady. Light Kids Steady. #1 Wool Lambs 40-60 Lb 200.00-310.00 Cwt. #1 Wool
Lambs 60-80 Lb 200.00-310.00 Cwt. Bbd Lambs (40-60 Lb) 200.00-300.00 Cwt. Dorpx
Lambs (40-60 Lb) 220.00-405.00 Cwt. Dorpx Lambs (60-80 Lb) 240.00-370.00 Cwt.
Light Slaughter Lambs (45-80 Lb) 240.00-405.00 Cwt. Slaughter Lambs (100-150 Lb)
105.00-310.00 Cwt. Packer Ewes 50.00-130.00 Cwt. Sheep Bucks/Rams 80.00-180.00
Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (20-40 Lb) 310.00-590.00 Cwt. #1 Sp/Boex Kids (40-60 Lb)
260.00-390.00 Cwt. #1. Sp/Boex Kids (60-80 Lb) 270.00-380.00 Cwt. Sp/Boex Muttons
230.00-380.00 Cwt. Angora Kids 220.00-315.00 Cwt. Lower Quality Kids 200.00-
250.00 Cwt. Packer Sp/Boex Nannies 110.00-220.00 Cwt. Stocker Sp/Boex Nannies
160.00-260.00 Cwt. Angora Nannies 100.00 - 160.00 Cwt. Boex Billies 190.00-265.00
Cwt.

SALE: Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
Beeville, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-18-20
VOLUME: 742
TREND: Active/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 90-187 91-235
300-400 lbs. 97-182 92-190
400-500 lbs. 103-170 90-162
500-600 lbs. 97-140 89-155
600-700 lbs. 92-126 88-119
700-800 lbs. 86-122 85-103
Slaughter cows 26-64
Slaughter Bulls 46-76
Stocker cows 48-68
Pairs 700-850

SALE: Brazos Valley Livestock Commisson
Bryan, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 1-5-21
VOLUME: 706
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 168-195 150-175
300-400 lbs. 168-190 138-170
400-500 lbs. 150-187.5 130-154
500-600 lbs. 128-151 110-126
600-700 lbs. 110-130 102-117
700-800 lbs. 112-117 102-117
Slaughter cows 33-57
Slaughter bulls 65-86
Stocker cows 800-1050
Pairs 950-1825

SALE: Live Oak Auction, Inc.
Three Rivers, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 1-4-21
VOLUME: 441
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 132-178 118-148
300-400 lbs. 128-170 110-140
400-500 lbs. 116-162 106-132
500-600 lbs. 112-152 100-124
600-700 lbs. 108-128 94-118
700-800 lbs. 92-124 84-112
Slaughter cows 24-54
Slaughter bulls 62-78
Stocker cows 500-1075
Pairs 825-1225

SALE: Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 1-4-21
VOLUME: 761
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 138-178 119-155
300-400 lbs. 142-195 122-160
400-500 lbs. 129-190 120-155
500-600 lbs. 115-168 110-139
600-700 lbs. 108-145 103-127
700-800 lbs. 99-121 85-112
Slaughter cows 19-57
Slaughter bulls 65-88
Stocker cows —
Pairs 560-1030

SALE: Gulf Coast Livestock Auction, LLC
Alice, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-15-20
VOLUME: 544
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 131-155 125-135
300-400 lbs. 135-140 115-140
400-500 lbs. 120-144 110-130
500-600 lbs. 114-140 104-125
600-700 lbs. 106-121 95-112
700-800 lbs. 90-100 85-100
Slaughter cows 20-55
Slaughter bulls 67-75
Stocker cows 700-1000
Pairs 750-1100

SALE: Gillespie Livestock Company
Fredericksburg, Texas

DATE OF SALE:  12-16-20
VOLUME: 1,418
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 140-190 120-170
300-400 lbs. 150-201 120-170
400-500 lbs. 145-197.5 110-145
500-600 lbs. 120-170 105-137
600-700 lbs. 115-156 95-120
700-800 lbs. 110-125 90-116
Slaughter cows 30-58
Slaughter Bulls 70-85
Stocker cows 600-1000
Pairs 1000-1300

SALE: Groesbeck Auction/Livestock Co., LLC
Groesbeck, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-10-20
VOLUME: 784
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 145-187 130-175
400-500 lbs. 140-185 125-155
500-600 lbs. 130-175 120-140
600-700 lbs. 125-140 100-130
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 28-57
Slaughter bulls 70-88
Stocker cows 700-1200
Pairs —

SALE: Jordan Cattle Auction
San Saba & Mason, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-17-20
VOLUME: 3726
TREND: Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 170-192 135-150
300-400 lbs. 160-191 145-160
400-500 lbs. 145-160 130-149
500-600 lbs. 130-160 120-160
600-700 lbs. 120-142 110-135
700-800 lbs. 110-120 100-110
Slaughter cows 15-66
Slaughter bulls 53-79
Stocker cows 500-2100
Pairs 950-1310

SALE: Giddings Livestock Commission
Giddings, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-14-20
VOLUME: 692
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 120-188 100-154
300-400 lbs. 127-188 110-184
400-500 lbs. 125-167.5 105-202.5
500-600 lbs. 115-156 100-133
600-700 lbs. 100-123 90-119
700-800 lbs. 95-116 83-113
Slaughter cows 18-54
Slaughter bulls 40-91
Stocker cows 475-900
Pairs —

SALE: Lampasas Cattle Auction
Lampasas, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-16-20
VOLUME: 558
TREND: Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 140-165 114-140
300-400 lbs. 137-183 142-165
400-500 lbs. 136-172 121-162
500-600 lbs. 118-154 112-148
600-700 lbs. 111-130 112-117
700-800 lbs. 95-115 96-110
Slaughter cows 10-54
Slaughter bulls 37-82
Stocker cows 550-1150
Pairs —

SALE: Cuero-Victoria Livestock Markets
Cuero & Victoria, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-18-20
VOLUME: 1244
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 122-170 100-130
300-400 lbs. 128-180 116-172
400-500 lbs. 126-166 113-205
500-600 lbs. 121-158 106-136
600-700 lbs. 108-126 98-116
700-800 lbs. 100-120 91-111
Slaughter cows 15-55
Slaughter Bulls 70-84
Stocker cows 60-70
Pairs —

SALE: Gonzales Livestock Market, Inc.
Gonzales, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-12-20
VOLUME: 1649
TREND: Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 188-198 135-150
300-400 lbs. 180-185 131-135
400-500 lbs. 147-170 125-127
500-600 lbs. 128-140 113-120
600-700 lbs. 120-125 108-110
700-800 lbs. 110-118 —
Slaughter cows 20-53
Slaughter bulls 64-76
Stocker cows 525-1025
Pairs 750-1200

SALE: Columbus Livestock Co.
Columbus, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-17-20
VOLUME: 1291
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 125-220 115-197
300-400 lbs. 120-200 110-190
400-500 lbs. 115-196 105-170
500-600 lbs. 110-175 100-135
600-700 lbs. 100-131 90-141
700-800 lbs. 95-124 85-116
Slaughter cows 20-59
Slaughter bulls 55-84
Stocker cows 550-1150
Pairs 750-1250

SALE: Four County Livestock Auction
Industry, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-15-20
VOLUME: 1,134
TREND: Steady/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 120-200 100-180
300-400 lbs. 110-190 100-158
400-500 lbs. 100-180 90-148
500-600 lbs. 90-148 80-124
600-700 lbs. 80-128 80-118
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 15-54
Slaughter bulls 55-80
Stocker cows 400-1275
Pairs 750-1500

SALE: El Campo Livestock Auction
El Campo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 1-5-21
VOLUME: 538
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 170-195 160-190
300-400 lbs. 146-186 142-193
400-500 lbs. 144-185 138-153
500-600 lbs. 141-178 124-17
600-700 lbs. 112-156 117-160
700-800 lbs. 113-131 104-115
Slaughter cows 20-53
Slaughter bulls 60-81
Stocker cows 550-900
Pairs —

Sheep & Goat Auctions:

SALE: East Texas Livestock, Inc.
Crockett, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 1-5-21
VOLUME: 2652
TREND: Steady/lower.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 147-198 128-188
300-400 lbs. 133-192 124-188
400-500 lbs. 123-182 121-175
500-600 lbs. 118-161 115-145
600-700 lbs. 110-143 109-138
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 40-64
Slaughter Bulls 73-88
Stocker cows 640-1250
Pairs 810-1175

SALE: Caldwell Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Caldwell, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-16-20
VOLUME: 1117
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 160-190 140-160
300-400 lbs. 155-197 136-187
400-500 lbs. 150-175 130-170
500-600 lbs. 135-165 120-137
600-700 lbs. 116-131 108-130
700-800 lbs. 102-120 100-131
Slaughter cows 30-55
Slaughter bulls 60-78
Stocker cows 500-1175
Pairs 675-1275

SALE: Buffalo Livestock Commission Co., Inc.
Buffalo, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-15-20
VOLUME: 1964
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. — —
300-400 lbs. 155-177 130-151
400-500 lbs. 140-162 130-147
500-600 lbs. 140-162 123-139
600-700 lbs. 125-139 122-137
700-800 lbs. 127-133 115-125
Slaughter cows 40-61
Slaughter bulls 70-90
Stocker cows 750-1175
Pairs —

SALE: Navasota Livestock Auction Co.
Navasota, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-19-20
VOLUME: 1393
TREND: Active/no change.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 100-205 100-180
300-400 lbs. 100-190 100-155
400-500 lbs. 100-175 100-150
500-600 lbs. 100-142.5 100-130
600-700 lbs. 100-128 100-120
700-800 lbs. — —
Slaughter cows 20-50
Slaughter bulls 50-86
Stocker cows 600-1225
Pairs —

SALE: Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock
Brenham, Texas

DATE OF SALE: 12-18-20
VOLUME: 1291
TREND: Steady/higher.

STEERS HEIFERS
200-300 lbs. 138-210 125-175
300-400 lbs. 130-206 118-170
400-500 lbs. 115-190 105-165
500-600 lbs. 100-160 98-137
600-700 lbs. 95-130 90-125
700-800 lbs. 82-120 78-118
Slaughter cows 17-56
Slaughter bulls 48-85
Stocker cows 350-1350
Pairs 600-1350

For additional market reports go to:www.southernlivestock.com
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for 200 cows is likely ade-
quate to care for 300 cows.
Overhead costs related to
labor/equipment tend to be
the second largest expense
for the cow herd after feed.
When a rancher is serious
about trying to address
annual cow costs, overhead
expenses per cow unit is an
area where there is often
opportunity to improve.
Increasing the number of
cows per person/equip-
ment or aggressively find-
ing ways to reduce the
labor/equipment needed to
care for cows are two ways
to address this expense.

Cow depreciation
Cow depreciation is an

economic cost that is often
overlooked on many
ranches. The costs associat-
ed with getting a bred
heifer into the cowherd are
often hidden because many
ranchers raise their own
replacement heifers. In an
economic analysis, the
heifer calf’s market value at
weaning is identified and
then all additional costs
from weaning until she
enters the herd as a bred
female are accounted for.
A market value is placed
on the heifer at weaning

because that was value gen-
erated by the cow-calf
enterprise. A market value
is also placed on the bred
heifer at the time she enters
the cowherd because that
value minus her weaning
value was value generated
from the replacement
heifer development enter-
prise. The heifer calf could
have been sold at weaning
or she could have been sold
after being developed as a
bred heifer. Knowing the
economic cost of develop-
ing a replacement heifer
can give insight into under-
standing where value is
being created and where
costs are occurring on the
ranch. If the market value
of a bred replacement
heifer is less than what it
costs the ranch to develop
her, buying replacements
may be a better option.

Cow depreciation ex-
penses can be addressed
three ways for a cow-calf
enterprise.

1. Reduce the cost to get
a cow into the herd.

2. Create and capture
more value from a cow
when she leaves the herd.

3. Find ways to increase
the number of years that a
cow is productive in the
herd.

For many ranchers, cre-

atively finding ways to
reduce or even eliminate
cow depreciation can be a
significant way to reduce
annual cow costs.

A quick and dirty way to
calculate the cost of depre-
ciation to a cow herd inven-
tory that basically remains
constant is to annually
compare the market price
of bred females entering
the herd to the revenue
being generated by cows
leaving the herd. Don’t
forget to include death loss
when counting the cows
that leave the herd! If
bred heifers have a market
value of $1,500 and cull
cows leaving the herd have
a value of $700, this is $800
of depreciation. If a cow is
in the herd for an average
of four years, this is a cost
of $200/year for cow depre-
ciation.

As we start 2021, now is
a great time to evaluate all
of the costs associated with
the cow-calf enterprise. In
particular take a look at
“The Big Three” of feed,
labor/equipment and cow
depreciation. Consider
where there are opportuni-
ties to make changes that
could improve profitability
in the upcoming year and
develop a plan to imple-
ment them. 

(Continued from page 1)
Big three...

Cattleman Bull & Female Sale
43rd Annual

January 23, 2021 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Co.

Hwy. 71 South, El Campo, Texas

SALE MANAGERS:
Adrian Knight • 903/452-7591 • TX Lic 11102

Kelly Conley • 903/850-3449• TX Lic 9558

www.cattlemansale.com

Expecting 100 Bulls and a
select group of Females

Nieveen Farms — Sim-Angus
West Charolais Ranch — Charolais

Bayvue Farms — Charolais, Angus, Hereford
Rocky Bottom Cattle Co. — Sim-Angus

Texas Hill Country Cattle Co.— Charolais
Legends Cattle Co.— Ultrablack
Bella Angel Farms — Charolais

Broken Bones Cattle Co. - Brangus
Ravan Angus — Angus

IM Cattle Co. — Brahman
Hendrix Cattle Co.— Hereford

Mary A Ranch — Brangus
Dos Veces — Bonsmara (Heat Tolerant)

Black Dog Cattle Co. — Angus
Andy Anderson — Limousin, LimFlex

B+E Cattle Co. — Brangus Females
Circle O Farms — Bred and Open Heifers

Consignors Include:

Also broadcast online
through DVAuction
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Phantom Hill and farther
still, to the Sam Barnes
ranch near Abilene where
he again swapped horses
and kept on riding. 

At dawn the next day
Slaughter spied the English
party camped near the
Colorado River in Borden
County. He gave them a
wide berth and continued
to Long S headquarters,
exhausted, and delivered
the note explaining what
kind of game was afoot.
The would-be swindlers
were lucky; no one shot
them when they arrived at
the Long S the next day.
They got out of Texas while
the getting was good. 

That’s the story that’s
been passed down through
the generations, and it’s a
good ‘un, but spoil sport
historians, lacking any pre-
served documents from
those early days of the
Slaughter empire, suspect
that Bob may have fabri-
cated the story himself as
late as the 1930s. 

We do know that Bob
Slaughter went on to
become manager of the
Long S at the still-tender
age of 18 and ushered the
Slaughter empire into the
20th century. Whether he
made that ride or not we
may never know for cer-
tain, but we do know that
he never lost his need for
speed.

When automobiles
came to West Texas,
Slaughter bought a Pierce
Arrow convertible and
drove relentlessly over
ranch properties at what
can only be described as
breakneck speeds. Roads
were nice, but not required.
He would chase a coyote
across the prairie and
through mesquite thickets,
goosing the accelerator a
little to “jump” the gullies.
If his cook went AWOL
he’d hop in his airplane and
fly from ranch headquar-
ters to Lubbock for break-
fast. 

A friend of his noted
one day that Slaughter was
riding his open convertible
into the teeth of a fierce
blue norther. “Won’t you
freeze to death that way?”
he asked. 

Slaughter replied, “Hell,
I don’t have time” and sped
away, as if the British were
again in the vicinity and up
to no good.

(Continued from page 2)
Texas Trails...

ulatory authority for food
animals is progress.”

FDA would still main-
tain authority over animals
that have biotechnology

traits that allow for bio-
medical or pharmaceutical
uses, he added.

“It seems like common
sense to have this at USDA
rather than FDA. But
that's from a farm boy’s
perspective,” Flory said.

So, how do you explain
this to a consumer?

“Each and every day
and for the past 30 years,
USDA has regulated plant
biotechnology and we've
identified traits and
advances in plants that
have improved the avail-
ability of food for con-
sumers across the world
and lessened the amount of
herbicides and pesticides
used to produce crops,”
Ibach said. “And we've
done that successfully with-
out any adverse side
effects.”

USDA plans to use the
same food safety and ani-

mal health statutes where
they have authority to reg-
ulate animals and apply
them to animal biotechnol-
ogy.

A quantum leap forward
The U.S. has long been

a leader in livestock genet-
ics. Unfortunately, without
a clear path forward,
researchers are going to
Canada, Brazil, Argentina
and China to be able to
commercialize these tech-
nologies because we do not
have a clear path forward
in the U.S., Ibach said.

“This will help us be
able to put American farm-
ers and ranchers first – put

them in the driver's seat – if
we can develop a pre-
dictable regulatory author-
ity that will give them
access to these traits and
not their foreign competi-
tors,” Ibach added.

Without this change, it
will become continually
harder for the U.S. to com-
pete. Moving oversight to
USDA will make the
process better to advance
technology to develop
immunities that would
reduce the use of antibi-
otics, develop traits that
would ensure continued
humane treatment and
maybe even enhance

humane treatment on our
farms, and decrease animal
suffering and all those
things would be good for

(Continued from page 3)
D.C. News...

(Continued on page 12)

Union Commission Co., Inc.
Hondo, Texas

Sale Every Monday
11:00 a.m. - Sheep & Goats

11:30 a.m. - Cattle

For Consignments or More Information Call:
Glen Crain

Office: 830/426-3383 • Metro: 830/741-8061
Cell: 210/912-9870
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Cattle on Feed Report released
By Matthew Diersen, Risk & Business Management Specialist,

Ness School of Management & Economics, South Dakota State University

The current Cattle on
Feed Report was released
the end of December  and
the trade expectations told
a consistent story of lower
placements and marketings
from a year ago. The actual
numbers came in consis-
tent with those expecta-

tions. The total on feed,
12.0 million head, was up
slightly from 2019. Place-
ments were seasonally
lower overall. Kansas was
an exception with steady
placements, boosting their
on-feed total from last year.
The placements across

weight categories reflected
fewer placements in the
heaviest and lightest
weight categories, follow-
ing uniformly lower place-
ments last month. Many of
the swings from the spring
COVID-19 disruptions
seem to be working
through the system.

Heading into 2021, it is a
prudent time to consider
marketing plans for cattle.
In the northern plains that
may very well be several
components: one for calv-
es, one for yearlings, one
for retained ownership, etc.
The cash cattle trade has
some consistent seasonal
patterns. Catching the
early spring seasonal high

in fed cattle may be an
objective. A way to do that
in advance is to use futures
or options. For example,
the live cattle futures con-
tract currently show the
implied pattern prices may
take for 2021, with April
trading at a $4/cwt premi-
um to the surrounding con-
tract months. As a non-
storable commodity, cattle
do not have the carrying
charge forces at work like
the grains and oilseeds con-
tracts.

Making sense of the pat-
terns in futures prices
requires looking across
contract months and look-
ing at patterns within spe-
cific contracts. For live cat-

tle, the even-months have
contracts: February, April,
June, August, October, and
December. It is important
to understand the price
chart you are looking at to
guide decisions. Sometimes
when you try to find a
longer-run price chart,

many providers will display
a price series that reflects
prices across a series of
nearby contracts rolled at
or before expiration. Such
charts are useful for analyz-
ing prices, but less useful
when guiding specific

(Continued on page 12)

Gary & Rodney Butler, Owners

Sold 1,503 Cattle

Horses: 0

Sheep & Goats: 6

Market Trend: 
Steady/Active

Your livestock marketing needs
are best served by those who
share your concerns and live and
operate in the same world you
live in.

Our facilities offer you competi-
tive commission rates and quali-
ty care. We are a family owned
and operated business.

Give us a call. We will market
and care for your cattle like they
were our very own.

Nixon Livestock Commission, Inc.
830/582-1561
Gary Butler, Manager - 830/857-4330
Sale every Monday

Beeville Livestock Commission, Inc.
361/358-1727
Rodney Butler, Manager - 361/645-5002
Sale every Friday

●

●

●

For more information call Office: 830/334-3653
FRANK HELVEY KELLEY THIGPEN

OWNER/MANAGER ASSISTANT MANAGER

MOBILE: 210/213-0753 MOBILE: 830/334-1047
HOME: 830/426-3777 HOME: 830/334-5326

PEARSALL LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Weekly sales begin each Wednesday at 11:00 a.m.
Please call us if we can assist you in your livestock

marketing needs. We are located outside of
Pearsall on southbound Interstate 35.

Take Exit 99.

Mayfair Construction LLC

FOR SALE:
2017 Caterpillar D6K2 XL

Serial # MGM00181
2160 Hours

Cab Protection Package
Sweeps

Multi-Shank Ripper
$130,000

Located in Brenham, Texas
Call: Allen Grainger at (979) 337-4151

for more information

BULLS:
Angus   •   Charolais   •   Brahman

Polled Hereford   •   Brangus   •   Red Brangus   •   Beefmaster

FEMALES:
Featuring Bred, Pairs and Opens

F1 Braford (many Tiger Stripes) • Brangus • Brangus Baldy • Brahman
Beefmaster • Angus • Hereford • Other Crossbreds

Sponsored by the DeWitt County Purebred Breeders Assoc. and the DeWitt County Beef & Forage Committee
For More Information, Contact:

Anthony Netardus
115 N. Gonzales, Suite E, Cuero, TX 77954 • 361-275-0816

If unable to attend the sale in person, cattle
sale viewing and bidding can be done

on Cattle In Motion
cattleinmotion.com

BULLS SELL AT 11:00 A.M.
FEMALES SELL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Approximately 35 BULLS AND 250 FEMALES
OFFERING THE FOLLOWING:

36TH ANNUAL

DEWITT COUNTY ALL BREEDS
BULL & FEMALE SALE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2021
CUERO LIVESTOCK COMMISSION CO.
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WEATHER WISE SPONSORED BY:

1-866-556-7446

If you have any questions or  comments, please drop me an email…  Brian Bledsoe,  brianbledsoewx@gmail.com

Happy New Year folks! I hope you all had a great holi-
day season!

La Niña Update:
First, the map below shows the precipitation anomaly

in inches during the past 30 days.

We had a very big and beneficial storm move through
the Southern Plains the last couple days of 2020. That is
responsible for the wetter than average conditions show-
ing up over much of Texas, especially the eastern third of
the state. Other areas in far west Texas and deep South
Texas are not doing as well.

While the North Pacific has continued to cool in the
last week (first image), it still remains warmer than average
(second image).

Typically, a strong La Niña would offer cold in the
Central and Eastern Pacific as well as in the North Pacific.
Not so much this year, and that is something we have been
talking about for quite some time now.

Is this setup likely to continue? Probably, and we see
no real reason for the La Niña to weaken or go away. In fact,
the Southern Oscillation Index is at its most positive in
almost a decade.

As a reminder, a very positive SOI is indicative of a
robust La Niña that is coupled with the atmosphere and
likely to continue. Notice that the last time the SOI was this
positive was in late 2011 and early 2012. Drought was an
issue for many then, and it remains an issue for many right
now. The latest Drought Monitor confirms as much:

Most models continue to forecast the La Niña
episode to continue. The graphic below shows various

models and their forecasts.

As you can see, most model solutions do not have us
coming back to "normal" until very late spring or early sum-
mer. This is no surprise, and some model solutions do
linger it for a longer period of time.

NMME Model Precipitation Forecast
January

February

March

April

May

June

July

You can see from the above maps that the areas that
are currently suffering from significant drought are the
most likely to continue to suffer. The fact that the stout dry
signal lasts into the spring for many is very concerning.
Snow pack isn't great for most areas in the Rockies, and if
we don't see a good boost in the next month or two, that
lack of spring snow would likely pave the way for an early
and potentially nasty late spring and summer of wildfire.

NMME Temperature Forecast
January

February

March

April

May

June

July

It is no surprise that the model is forecasting pretty
much everywhere to be warmer than average. The excep-
tion will be areas that get involved in the storm track and
stay there. I am particularly interested in where the
strongest warm signal is located. It resides mostly over
areas that are dealing with the worst drought, the south-
western part of the country. Drought feeds drought and the
longer we continue to go without a significant uptick in
snow, the more the drought will deepen and have a strangle
hold on the region.

Status on La Niña
and latest NMME
Model outlook
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Sloan Williams passes...
On December 22, 2020,

rodeo and ranching legend
Roger “Sloan” Williams
passed away in Wharton,
Texas at the age of 88.

Williams was born on
Aug. 28, 1932 in Navasota,
Texas to Knox T. Williams,
Jr. and Catherine Sloan
Williams. Sloan, his older

brother Knox Williams III
(deceased, 2005) and the
Williams family resided in
Millican, Texas, where
Williams’ father and grand-

father were pioneering
ranchers and landowners.
A graduate of Navaso-ta
High School, he was the
District FFA president,
vice-president of his senior
class, and a football and
basketball player, but he
was most proud of how he
would sneak out of school
to work on the family’s
ranch. Williams started his
own commercial cattle
operation the year he grad-
uated, in 1950.

On July 15, 1954, he
married Mollie Jo Forga-
son of the J.D. Hudgins
Brahman Ranch. The cou-
ple lived briefly in Houston

while Williams worked at
Port City Stockyards. One
year later, they settled per-
manently in Hungerford,
Texas. He worked on the
J.D. Hudgins Ranch for
several years before start-
ing his own business, the
Sloan Williams Rodeo
Company.

In the 1960s and ‘70s,
Williams was known as a
top dealer of rank bucking
stock – at one time, he
owned over 300 bucking
bulls. His most famous bull,
V-61, was unridden for four
years and inducted into the
Bull Riding Hall of Fame.
Williams won the Inter-

national Rodeo Associa-
tion Saddle Bronc of the
Year award for four consec-
utive years (1967 to 1970)
and the 1967 Bareback
Horse of the Year award.

He loved nothing more
than attending rodeos and
cattle shows so he could
have good visits with his
many friends. He’d usually
greet them with a wide grin
and the opening line: “You
got any money?” He was
beloved for his corny jokes
and many colorful expres-
sions like: “Shoot low; they
may be riding Shetlands!”

Known for ‘doing
deals’, Williams couldn’t
resist buying a herd of cat-
tle or a piece of land. It was
1971 when he sold his
rodeo company and pur-
chased V8 Ranch, a regis-
tered Brahman operation
established in 1944. Work-
ing with his family, he
established V8 Ranch as
one of the top Brahman
herds in the world and was
an active rancher until the
last year of his life. 

In addition to serving as
president of the American
Brahman Breeders Asso-
ciation, he also served as an
internationally renowned
cattle judge. After judging
the International Brahman
Show in 1994, The Brah-
man Journal wrote: “The
audience got everything
they could have asked for
and more this year when
Sloan Williams stepped
into the Houston arena. He
is the most respected judge
the Brahman breed has
ever produced across all
breed barriers. He is a cat-
tleman that knows very few
peers.” 

He was exceedingly
proud to have judged some
of the most prestigious cat-
tle shows in the world
including Australia, Costa
Rica, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras, Mexico,
South Africa, Thailand and
The Philippines; he made
friends wherever he went.

Sloan and Mollie Wil-
liams were humbled by the
honors they received from
their peers. He was induct-
ed into both the American
Brahman Breeders Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame and
the Texas Rodeo Cowboy
Hall of Fame. The 2000
International Brahman
Show was dedicated to him,
and the 2019 National
Brahman Show was dedi-
cated to the couple. Just as
important to him was the
honor of serving as deacon
at Abell Street Church of
Christ, where he was an
active member for decades.

He is survived by his
wife of 66 years, Mollie,

(Continued on page 12)

Roger “Sloan” Williams

Columbus Livestock Co.

Whether buying or selling, the market where your
cattle bring top dollar and your business is always appreciated.

Brad Hauerland, Owner • Columbus, Texas 78934
Office: 979/732-2622 • Cell: 979/877-8839 • www.columbuslivestock.com

HAULING AVAILABLE IF NEEDED.
Receiving pens located in: Industry, Weimar, Ellinger and Needville.

2000 Reese Lane • 979/732-2622

Sale every

Thursday
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STATE OFFICE: P.O. Box 1168 • 220 W. San Antonio St. • Lockhart, TX 78644
www.icatexas.com • tica@icatexas.com • Office: 512/620-0162

Bill Hyman, Executive Director
Cell: 830/857-3500

Email: hyman@icatexas.com

Sandra Simi, Accounting & Membership
tica@icatexas.com

STATE STAFF:

2020-2021 Executive Board

2020-2021 Board of Directors

Brad Cotton, President
Floresville, TX

Tom Lester, Secretary
Gonzales, TX

Brian Malaer, Executive Member-At-Large
Harwood, TX

Kerry Wiggins, 1st Vice President
Austin, TX

Paul Looney, Treasurer
Mineral, TX

Chuck Kiker, Executive Member-At-Large
Beaumont, TX

Jay Levingston, 2nd Vice President
Beaumont, TX

Chloe Wilson, Past President
Sabinal, TX

Lindsey Bradford
Edna, TX

Bill Breeding
Miami, TX

Dr. Jason Cleere
Madisonville, TX

Ron Denham
Plum, TX 

Jeff Gau
Round Top, TX

Horace Drisdale
Plum, TX

Carl Glass
Skidmore, TX

Barbara Hand
Gonzales, TX

Lyndon Homann
Lockhart, TX

Tommy Jackson
Luling, TX

Patrick Janda 
La Grange, TX

Steve Janda
La Grange, TX

J. Storme Jannise
Hamshire, TX

Billy Kinney
China, TX

Sammy Knippa
Seguin, TX

Laurie Miller
Poth, TX

Doug Muenchow
Floresville, TX

Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

Richard Niemann
Flatonia, TX

Kim Ratcliff
Oakwood, TX

Glen Sachtleben
Gonzales, TX

Dr. Glen Tate
Adkins, TX

Perry Winegeart
Gonzales, TX

David Karisch
LaGrange, TX

Carilyn Johns
Seguin, TX

Greg Seidenberger
Seguin, TX

DIRECTORS EMERITUS
Tom Beard
Alpine, TX 

Dr. Larry Boleman
College Station, TX

Robert Bruner
Huntsville, TX

Curtis Calhoun
Cedar Park, TX

Verlin Callahan
Bastrop, TX

Harold Clubb
Hamshire, TX

Joe Conti, Jr.
Victoria, TX

Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX
Peanut Gilfillian
Stowell, TX

Tommy Guerra
Roma, TX

Richard Hodge
Pledger, TX

Connie Jacob
Victoria, TX

Chuck Kiker
Beaumont, TX

Alton Kuykendall
Stockdale, TX

Paul Looney 
Mineral, TX

Billy Bob Low
Cost, TX

Benno Luensmann
Seguin, TX

Bob Nunley Jr.
Sabinal, TX

Richard Nunley
Sabinal, TX 

Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Dr. Joe Paschal
Corpus Christi, TX

Bill Quinney
Gonzales, TX

Phil Sadler
Alba, TX

Jim Selman 
Gonzales, TX

Darrell Sklar
Edna, TX

CHAPTER PRESIDENT/
DIRECTORS:

Colorado Valley ICA
Les Mallory
Round Top, TX

East Texas ICA
Charlie Price
Oakwood, TX

Gonzales County ICA
Barbara Hand
Gonzales, TX

Guada-Coma ICA
Leroy Muenich
Seguin, TX

MidTex ICA
Tommy Jackson
Luling, TX

North East Texas ICA
Not active

South Central Texas ICA
Laurie Miller
Poteet, TX

Southeast Texas ICA
Billy Kinney
China, TX

Victoria Crossroads
Wayne Dierlam
Victoria, TX
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SALE EVERY SATURDAY • 10:00 A.M.

David Shelton
P.O. Box 565 • Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: (830) 672-2845 • Home: (830) 437-5159
Mobile: (830) 857-5394

Mike Brzozowski
Mobile: (830) 857-3900

Visit Our Live Web Broadcast At: www.cattleusa.com

Texas Best
Lick Feeders

300 Gal Four or Six Wheel Feeder 
The “Texas Best Lick Feeder”, an original product of Franks Mfg.,
has been tested and proven in Texas since 1972. The “Texas
Best Lick Feeders” is formed from a super tough, high-density
polyethylene that will not deteriorate in extreme cold or heat. The
material is protected from the sun’s ultra-violet rays with a special
blend of resins.

Also available in
100 and 200 gallon capacity

1336 West Blanco • San Antonio, Texas 78232
www.franksmanufacturing.com
info@franksmanufacturing.com

210-492-3222

Proven in Texas since 1972
FF RANKSRANKS MM FF GG . C. C OO ..

Howdy friends,
I hope the holidays and

New Year have been good
to all. The year 2020 was
challenging to say the least.
The pandemic, politics, cat-
tle prices …. all worked
together to dampen our

spirits. However, the good
news is if you are reading
this you survived. The year
2021 holds much promise,
but also a lot of uncertainty
for ALL Americans. Taxa-
tion, border security, for-

The Texas legislature
will be meeting beginning
in mid-January. There will
be a lot of new faces, espe-
cially in the House. Once
again, ICA will be there to
educate the freshmen on
how important agriculture
is to the Texas economy.
We have to make sure they
understand food just does-
n’t come from HEB or
Albertsons. They need to
be aware of the agriculture
framework and the sup-
porting industries that get
the products to the stores.

We will remind them that
our members vote and pay
a sizable amount of taxes.
We make them realize that
farmers and ranchers are
the backbone of our state
economy. 

Many times our new
representatives think only
about the cities and the
areas of large populations.
Without agriculture these
folks would not eat and in
many cases cities depend
heavily on the water pro-
duced from our land. When

Winter tetany
in beef cattle

By Aaron Berger, and Mary Drewnoski,
Nebraska Extension Beef educators

Grass tetany is consid-
ered a problem that usually
occurs when cattle or sheep
are eating lush, spring grass
or annual cereal forages
such as rye, wheat or triti-
cale; but, it can also occur
when cattle are being fed
harvested forages.

Grass tetany, sometimes
called grass staggers or
hypomagnesaemia, is a
metabolic disorder of cattle
related to a deficiency of
magnesium (Mg). Magnes-
ium is a critical mineral to
the nervous system and
muscle function. Low lev-
els of magnesium can result
in cattle that exhibit hyper-
excitability, reduced feed
intake, and muscle twitch-
ing, especially around the
face and ears. Cattle may
also appear uncoordinated
and walk with a stiff gait.

Grass tetany is most
often associated with cattle
grazing immature cool sea-
son grasses or lush annual
forages. However, tetany
can also occur during the
winter when cattle are
being fed grass hay, alfalfa
hay or annual forages har-
vested for hay. This is espe-
cially true if these hays are
being fed in a dry lot situa-
tion where they are the
only source of feed.

Grass, alfalfa and cereal
grains harvested for hay
can be low in magnesium.
A mineral analysis showing
less than 0.15% magnesium

in hay is considered low.
When hay is low in magne-
sium and also low in calci-
um (less than 0.4%), while
being simultaneously high
in potassium (greater than
2.5%), tetany is more likely
to occur. Recent forage
test results, observed in the
Nebraska panhandle, have
indicated that this could
potentially be an issue with
some hays harvested this
year.

Forages likely to cause
grass tetany are often bor-
derline to low in magne-
sium while having excess
levels of potassium.
Usually, forages also tend
to be low in sodium con-
tent. Because high potassi-
um levels interfere with
magnesium absorption, it's

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued on page 12)

(Continued on page 12)
Guad-Coma

Chapter Happenings
Happy New Years to all!

I hope all of our members
are safe and healthy.  I have
a  few notable mentionable
to announce in this report.
We are deeply saddened by
the loss of John Corder,
who passed away Oct. 31 at
home.  He will always be

remembered as our first
president when Guada-
Coma reinstated its charter
back in 2009-2010.  Ano-
ther good friend of mine
was Virginia Undeutsch.
She died from Covid  on
Dec. 29th .  She and her
family were members for
many years in the early

(Continued on page 13)
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consumers, he said.
The Federal Register

published this posting on
Dec. 28, beginning a 60-day
comment period. Ibach
encouraged all interested
parties to give input about
what they would like to see
and what the advantages
they see to USDA moving
forward with a rulemaking
and what factors would be
important in a proposed
rule from USDA.

“We think this is some-
thing that is very good for
agriculture, and that it's not
administration-driven. It
will be just as good for agri-
culture today as it will be in
3060 or 360 days from
today. We believe that we'll
see a strong response from
agriculture and animal
agriculture especially. We
anticipate that the com-
ments that we will receive
will be used by the next
administration as they con-
template moving forward
with a rule,” Ibach said.

(Continued from page 6)
D.C. News...

their children, Jim Williams
(Luann) and Jan Williams
Powell, and his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren. He loved watching
his three grandchildren:
Rachel Williams Cutrer
(Brandon); Catherine
Sloan Williams Neumayr
(Luke), and Payton Sloan
Powell Jessee (Joe Dodge)
compete in cattle shows
and rodeos just as much as
he enjoyed watching them
get married and start their
own professional lives and
families. The great grand-
kids: Mollie Jo Cutrer, Ann
Catherine Cutrer, and
Knox Neumayr, will miss
sharing bowls of Blue Bell

ice cream with their
Daddaw. As he enters the
gates to the big ranch in the
sky, we can all see him turn-
ing around to sign off with
his signature goodbye:
“Checks in the mail!”

A memorial service
remembering the life of
Roger Sloan Williams will
be held at a later date due
to COVID-19. In lieu of
flowers, the family has
named Bandina Christian
Youth Camp, (www.bandi-
nachristaianyouthcamp.co
m) as a memorial and a
scholarship for junior
Brahman members
through the American
Brahman Breeders Asso-
ciation in Williams’ honor
is also being established.

SLS

(Continued from page 10)
Williams...

hedge decisions. For exam-
ple, last summer when the
nearby rolled from June to
August, the prices used
went from $91.65/cwt to
$97.30/cwt. Most other
rolls were less extreme, but
the underlying pattern
could not be captured by
placing hedges and not
changing contract months.

A better approach is to
use the cash price series or
nearby futures series to
guide target months for
marketing, then switch to
specific contact months to
see the behavior of the cho-
sen futures contract. For
example, if cattle will not

be finished until May, then
the June contract would
likely provide better hedge
protection than the April
contract, even though the
April price may look more
attractive. The price objec-
tive is then to pick a price
level for June futures that is
acceptable. The June fu-
tures price will likely adjust
with other futures prices,
but its tendency is to re-
main below the April fu-
tures price. To lock in a sea-
sonally high June futures
price will likely require
monitoring the June con-
tract price on its own.
Usually, data providers
have a way to overlay earli-
er charts on top of the cur-
rent chart.

(Continued from page 7)
Cattle on feed...

they take time to think

about our state and its
reliance on agriculture,
they begin to realize that
without us, nobody could

live here. Instead of taking
our products for granted,
we will make them realize
that we are the main
provider for life in Texas. 

Later in the session
after the committees are
formed, ICA will be at the
hearings making sure our
members have a say in the
final rule making. Once
again, we will be watching
for matters pertaining to
property rights, taxes,
water rights, transportation
and education. ICA along
with other livestock and
poultry groups will be pro-
moting several bills con-
cerning meat labeling. The
fake meat products contin-
ue to call their products
“beef”, “chicken” and
“pork” when they are not.
This practice needs to stop
and with the legislature’s
help we will stop this misin-
formation deception. We
will also attempt to get a
bill passed stiffening the
penalties for trespassing on
agricultural production
properties. 

If you have concerns on
any of the bills presented to
this session of the legisla-
ture please contact us so
that ICA can be your voice
in Austin.

SLS

(Continued from page 11)
Report...

the excess potassium that
induces tetany. An imbal-
ance of potassium, calcium,
and phosphorus in feed can
hinder magnesium absorp-
tion from the digestive sys-
tem into the blood stream,
magnifying the problem of
a low intake of magnesium.
Sodium is important in
transporting magnesium
into cells, so it is crucial to
provide adequate sodium
(salt) to insure proper mag-
nesium utilization.

To prevent winter
tetany from harvested for-
ages, consider the follow-
ing:

Test hay for mineral
concentrations to identify
if an imbalance of magne-
sium, potassium, and calci-
um is present.

If hay tests low in mag-
nesium (<0.15%) and calci-
um (<0.40%) and high in
potassium (>2.5%), con-
sider feeding a high calci-
um, high magnesium min-
eral supplement (10-13%
Mg for a 4 oz. target intake
mineral) that also contains
salt. Because magnesium
oxide is bitter, adding dried
distillers grains or soybean
meal at the rate of 1 pound
to 50 pounds of the mineral
and salt mix can help to
increase intake if consump-
tion is not at targeted lev-
els.

In instances where cat-
tle are being hand fed a
protein or energy supple-
ment, supplemental mag-
nesium can also be deliv-
ered with the feed. If this
occurs, make sure access to
loose salt is provided as
well.

Be sure to examine the
concentration of potassium
in mineral supplements. If
feeds are already high in
potassium, feeding addi-
tional potassium in a min-
eral only aggravates the
problem.

Another option to con-
sider when managing hay
that is high in potassium

and low in magnesium, is
feeding hay that is higher in
calcium and magnesium
together with it. Alfalfa can
be high in potassium as
well, so be sure to test it
prior to feeding.

Winter tetany can be an
unexpected problem as
most producers are not
looking for it at this time of
year. Through forage test-
ing for levels of calcium,
potassium, phosphorus and
magnesium present, pro-
ducers can determine if
action may be needed to
prevent winter tetany from
occurring.

ICA

(Continued from page 11)
Tetny...

210/524-9697
slivestock@southernlivestock.com www.gillespielivestock.comGLC

GLC

GILLESPIE LIVESTOCK COMPANY
Fredericksburg, Texas

Weekly Sale:
Sheep & Goat Sale - Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Cattle - Wednesday, 12:00 noon
Special Calf & Weaned Stocker/Feeder Sale -

Second Wednesday of each month.

Gillespie Livestock Company
Office: 830/997-4394 • Fax: 830/997-5804

Wayne Geistweidt (C) 830/889-4394
Shaun Geistweidt (C) 830/998-4233

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.
Three Rivers, Texas

SALE EVERY MONDAY • 10:30 A.M.

MOST ACTIVE MARKET IN SOUTH TEXAS
Phone:   361/786-2553  or   361/786-3525

Riley Rhodes • Russell Wood • Willy Shannon
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Country Cattle Always Available - Cows, Feeders & Yearlings

Brazos Valley Livestock Commission

6097 E State Highway 21   •  Bryan, TX 77808
Phone: (979) 778-0904

Email: info@brazosvalleylivestock.com
www.brazosvalleylivestock.com •  Follow Us On Facebook

Sales are Tuesday
at 12 Noon

Scott Scarmardo (979) 224-3764
Pete Scarmardo (979) 268-1947

Office Phone (979) 778-0904

Kenny Lee, MT: “Once you use the
Standing Heat patches you won’t

want to use anything else.”

AVAILABLE IN:
•Red  •Fuchsia
•Yellow  •Green
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JAN 14 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,
TX

JAN 16 Violeta Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale,
Hebbronville, TX

JAN 23 Jordan Cattle Auction January Replacement Female
Sale, San Saba, TX

JAN 23 Hallettsville 4-H and FFA Commercial Female Sale,
Hallettsville, TX

JAN 23 43rd Cattleman Bull & Female Sale, El Campo, TX
JAN 30 36th Annual DeWitt County All Breeds Bull and

Replacement Female Sale, Cuero, TX
FEB 11 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,

TX
FEB 13 Charolais For Profit Bull Sale, Columbus, TX
FEB 13 The San Antonio International Beefmaster Subasta

(Auction) Beefmaster Sale, San Antonio, TX
FEB 17 30th Annual San Antonio Livestock Show All Breeds

Bull & Commercial Female Sale, San Antonio, TX
FEB 20 Foundation Angus Alliance 14th Annual Bull &

Female Sale, Luling, TX
FEB 20 Beefmaster Border Classic, Ed Couch, TX
FEB 20 Jordan Cattle Auction Early Spring Replacement

Female Sale, San Saba, TX
FEB 20 MP Brangus at Diamond D Ranch Bull Sale,

Comanche, TX
FEB 20 7 P Ranch Annual Spring Simmental Bull Sale, Tyler,

TX
FEB 27 44 Farms Spring Bull Sale, Cameron, TX
FEB 27 South Texas Beefmaster Breeders Association

Houston Futurity & Sale, Brenham, TX
FEB 27 Houston Magic Beefmaster Sale, Brenham, TX
FEB 27 Center Ranch Female Production Sale, Groesbeck, TX
MAR 3 Thomas Charolais Bull Sale, Raymondville, TX
MAR 4 Jordan Cattle Auction Cattleman’s Kind Bull Sale, San

Saba, TX
MAR 6 Houston All Breeds Bull & Commercial Female Sale,

Brenham, TX
MAR 6 South Texas Cattle Marketing Spring Replacement

Female Sale, Nixon, TX
MAR 10 RA Brown Ranch Spring Bull Sale, Throckmorton, TX
MAR 12 Cavender-Draggin' M and Partners Spring Brangus

Bull Sale, Jacksonvi;;e, TX
MAR 13 Louisiana Brangus Bull Sale, Alexandria, LA
MAR 13 Jones Cattle Company Annual Production Sale,

Hondo, TX
MAR 13 S.E. ICA 26th Annual Commercial Bull & Heifer Sale,

Beaumont, TX
MAR 18 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Replacement Female

Sale, San Saba, TX
MAR 20 Mound Creek Ranch Brangus Bull & Female Sale,

Leona, TX
MAR 20 ABBA National F1 & TBA Brahman Female Sale,

Caldwell, TX

MAR 20 Live Oak Beefmaster Breeders Association Spring
Sale, Three Rivers, TX

MAR 22-23 Alamo City Simbrah Online Sale
MAR 25 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,

TX
MAR 25 Super American Bull Sale, Bloomington, TX
MAR 26 Santa Gertrudis International Super Sale, Briggs

Ranches, Bloomington, TX
MAR 27 Genetic Edge Brangus Sale, Waco, TX
MAR 27 Williams Brangus Female Sale, Bastrop, TX
MAR 27 Emmons Ranch Annual Bull Sale, Groesbeck, TX
APR 3 TBBA Brangus Sale, Salado, TX
APR 8 Jordan Cattle Auction Special Bull Offering, San Saba,

TX
APR 10 Texas Simmental/Simbrah Assn Southern Showcase

SimGenetics Sale, Brenham, TX
APR 10 Clayton Williams Ranch Company Share the Genetics

Brangus Sale, Bastrop, TX
APR 10 Charolais Assn of Texas Spring Innovation Sale,

Gainseville, TX
APR 17 MP Brangus at Diamond D Ranch Spring Brangus

Sale, Poteet, TX
APR 17 Jordan Cattle Auction Spring “Best of the Best”

Special Bull Offering, San Saba, TX
APR 23 Spring Flint Hills Classic Beefmaster Sale, Paxico, KS
APR 24 Cavender-Draggin' M and Partners Spring Brangus

Female Sale, Jacksonville, TX
MAY 1 Charolais Sale of Excellence, College Station, TX
MAY 8 Jordan Cattle Auction May Replacement Female Sale,

San Saba, TX
MAY 15 Swinging B & Friends Sale, Salado, TX
JUN 12 Wallen Prairie Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale,

Lockwood, MO
JUN 26 Southern Tradition XXI Beefmaster Sale, Savannah,

TN
AUG 7 J&T Farms Beefmaster Sale, Lexington, TN
AUG 21 Emmons Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale, Bryan,

TX
SEP 24-25 Flint Hills Classic Beefmaster Female & Bull Sale,

Paxico, KS
OCT 16 Beef on Forage Beefmaster Bull Sale, Brenham, TX
OCT 16 Carr & Others Fall Beefmaster Sale, Floresville, TX

SLS

January 1-17 Cattlemen’s Congress, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
February 11-28 - San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo, San Antonio,

Texas
March 22-27 - International Beefmaster, Brahman, Brangus and

Santa Gertrudis Shows, Waco, TX
May 4-23 - Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo, Houston, Texas

EDITOR’S NOTE: Bold-faced listings have advertisements in this issue.

Livestock Sales CalendarLivestock Sales Calendar

eign trade, gun owners rights and govern-
ment regulation will all be on the table for
change. 

My wife stays glued to the news sta-
tions and is consumed by these issues. My
comment is “quit watching, all you can do
is vote when the time comes”. Cattle
ranchers, along with other Ag groups,
have more options. Yes, it is important to
vote when given the opportunity, but you
can also join organizations which will be of
benefit to your cause. There are several
cattle rancher organizations which work
to support you on the state and federal
level. Since I am writing this article as
president of Independent Cattleman’s
Association of Texas, I will mention it by
name. We are made up of ranchers, rural
landowners and just folks who support our
way of life. We monitor the happenings in
the state capital and keep our members
informed. We also work to support legisla-
tion that works in the favor of our mem-
bers as well as oppose legislation that
could be harmful. We also work with other
ag groups to accomplish these goals. 

There are numerous organizations out
there working for farmers and ranchers. I
would encourage you to read up on each
group and join the ones you think would
benefit you most. Most of the organiza-
tions have similar goals, but there are also
some distinct differences which might
have a positive or negative impact on you
depending on what sector of the business
you are in. Ultimately, not all ag organiza-
tions are the same. Most have relatively
inexpensive dues and are a great value for
what you get in return. It is important that
each of us stand up and be counted and
joining with other like minded individuals
is one of the best ways to do that. 

ICA of Texas is looking forward to the
year 2021. Our members in Southeast
Texas are preparing for their yearly bull
and female sale in March and it is sure to
be a success. More details can be found on
our website. Our local chapters are gear-
ing up and are ready to get back to work
just as soon as it is feasible. Our state con-
vention is planned for June in San Marcos
and we look for it to be a huge success.
Stay tuned for more details. 

Lastly, a large number of us have been
blessed with some nice rains. It seems like
we usually get the rains when we need it
most. “God is good!” Until next month,
stay safe and God bless.

(Continued from page 11)
Address...

The pandemic and other
factors in 2020 have not only
changed the way consumers
relate to food but also how they
evaluate their food choices and
perceive nutrition in general. 

With unprecedented access
to research-based information
as well as new technological
tools, consumers are better
understanding the connection
between nutrition and well-
ness, leading to greater person-

alization of their diets.
According to Texas A&M

AgriLife experts, these and
other trends in nutrition will
continue through 2021 and
beyond. 

More of that good 
home cooking

One of the more positive
outcomes from the COVID-19
pandemic has been the
increase in the number of peo-

By Paul Schattenberg, Texas A&M AgriLife Today

Trends in nutrition
for 2021 and beyond

(Continued on page 15)

years.   It’s with great sadness that we lost
Kenneth Winkleman Dec. 9.  He passed
away at home.  He served our club as a
director representing Bexar County.  His
guidance will be missed.   Our hearts goes
out to all the families and friends for their
losses.

Deadline for our chapter scholarship is
April 1.  The student has to be a current
member or a parent or a grandparent of
our chapter members.  Please contact your
school or call Penny Knippa at 830/660-
8366.  Call the state office for their
Steffany Lynn Scholarship application and
deadline.  

We will have a chapter meeting March
8 at the Red Barn on Cordova Road.
Covid guidelines will be honored.  More
information will be given later.  

Until then all stay safe. 

(Continued from page 11)
Happenings...

Announcing the Garza Family’s 60th Annual

Violeta Ranch Beefmaster Production Sale
Saturday, January 16, 2021 • 1 p.m.
At The Ranch • Hebbronville, Texas

Violeta Ranch: Offering 80 head of which 40 are Registered and 40 are Commercial Replacement Females from
60 years of production at Violeta Ranch including 20 Bulls, 20 Pairs and 20 Bred Heifers of which 10 are heavy

bred to calve in the spring and 10 are short bred to calve in the fall. All calves at side are sired by Angus bulls and
all bred heifers are bred to Angus bulls. Also selling 10 solid red com.  Red Angus X Beefmaster bred heifers.

By Rancho El Niño Feliz —Zapata, Texas: 3 Pairs — Red Angus X Beefmaster • 6 Heavy Bred Heifers/Pairs 
by sale time —Red Angus X Beefmaster

Anthony J. Mihalski
(210) 648-5475 • (210) 415-0888, Cell

www.anthonymihalski.com

Violeta Ranch Beefmasters
Eddie Garza (361) 319-6653

www.violetaranch.com
www.DVAuction.com

402/316-5460



FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, 2021
PAGE 14 SOUTHERN LIVESTOCK STANDARD

CLASSIFIED
Mailing Address:

P.O. Box 791364 • San Antonio, TX 78279-1364
Office Located:

407 Breesport • San Antonio, TX 78216
Phone: 210/524-9697 • Fax: 210/524-9690

ADVERTISING RATES
Display (Box Ads)              Line Ads

1-Time..............................$12.00
2 or More Times ................$9.60
Minimum..........................1 inch
Reverses ..........................$15.00
Blind Box Charge .............$5.00

Line Ads:
5 lines for $6.00, $1.50 for each
additional line (allow 16 char-
acters per line). The terms on

Classified advertising are cash.
No credit is allowed.

Credit For Errors Allowed On First Insertion Only

3-Cattle 3-Cattle

3-Cattle

DEADLINE • TUESDAY • 12:00 NOON

INDEX:
Employment Wanted .................................1 Insurance .................................................18
Help Wanted ...............................................2 Livestock Supplies ..................................19
Cattle ...........................................................3 Tack ..........................................................20
Sheep, Goats ...............................................4 Pasture For Lease....................................21
Horses, Mules .............................................5 Pasture Wanted .......................................22
Misc. Livestock ...........................................6 Personal ...................................................23
Exotic Game ...............................................7 Photography ............................................24
Livestock Wanted.......................................8 Schools/Education ..................................25
Livestock Order Buyers.............................9 Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt..........................26
Buildings ...................................................10 Services ....................................................27
Business Opportunities............................11 Trucks/Trailers ........................................28
Dogs...........................................................12 Transportation.........................................29
Equipment ................................................13 Semen/Embryos......................................30
Equipment Wanted ..................................14 Real Estate For Sale................................31
Fencing ......................................................15 Real Estate For Lease/Rent ...................32
Financial....................................................16 Real Estate Wanted ................................33
Hay/Feed/Seed .........................................17 Fuels ........................................................ 34

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

Willis, Texas
Registered Brangus Cattle, Paint and Quarter Horses

Mike Manners, Owner Bill Cawley, Cattle Manager
17510 Red Oak Drive, Suite 100 713/875-7711 mobile
Houston, Texas 77090 936/624-2010 home
281/821-5556 • Fax: 281/821-6522 www.stalwartranch.com

-- For Sale --
TEASER BULLS

Halter Breaking Donkeys Avail.
Triple S Cattle Service

254/793-2389 or 254/793-2484
Cell: 512/963-2116

“When You Depend On Beef For Your Bottom Line”
2929 Oak Hill Road • Alvarado, TX 76009

Jessica Moore, Ofc. Mgr. 817/822-7402 ofc. & cell
Kevin 817/822-7109 cell

Email: office@M6ranch.com or website: www.m6ranch.com

Kevin &
Jessica Moore

Hallettsville, Texas

Registered Angus Bulls For Sale:
14-24 mo. old bulls. EPD’s, breeding guarantee, virgin bulls ready for service.

Home:
361/798-5662
Mark’s Cell:
361/798-6558

www.jbarangus.com

REGISTERED & COMMERCIAL BRANGUS
www.doguetranch.com

Mike & Lisa Doguet, owners

McCoy & Poteet Ranches
Timmy Lucherk • (210) 834-1247

Regan Elmore • (210) 834-0034
Beaumont Ranch Office: (830) 569-5836
(409) 866-8873 Mary Douglass

Breeding Age Brangus
Bulls & Females

For Sale

West Texas Tough
325/554-7838 • 325/669-5727

BRANGUS BULLS

BUCKNER POLLED
BEEFMASTERS

Heifers, Cows, Bulls Available
Near Groesbeck, Texas

254/747-2199
www.bucknerpolledbeefmasters.info

For information on Simmental
and Simbrah, contact:

Bill Carr
HILLTOP RANCH

BEEFMASTERS
Ranch Locations:

Webb County - 30 miles Northeast of
Laredo, Texas

Wilson County - 8 miles West of
Floresville, Texas

Kendall County - Midway between Boerne
and Fredericksburg, Texas

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2947

Laredo, Texas 78044-2947
Phone: (361) 586-5067

MYERS
CEDAR YARD

For All Your Cedar Needs
Highway 183 South

Lampasas, TX 76550
(512) 556-4968

Meridian Location
(254) 435-6857

9509 N. Highway 6
Meridian, TX 76665

Email:
myerpost@wildblue.net

Website:
www.myers-cedaryard.com
Cedar Posts & Staves (peeled upon
request), Cedar Lumber, Fireplace

Mantels, Cedar Chests and Furniture.

15-Fencing

19-Livestock Supplies

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

Visit Us Online At:  www. southernlivestock.com

210/524-9697
slivestock@

southernlivestock.com

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com
For The Latest News and

Sale Reports!

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com
For The Latest News and

Sale Reports!

WILSON &
WILSON BRANGUS

Troup, TX

Producing Quality Brangus
since 1990!

info@wilsonbrangus.com

REGISTERED
BRANGUS BULLS

Scotty    903/360-1576
Ross    903/649-3166

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News
and Sale Reports!

LSAA
Bull Sale

Dec. 3, 2021

Texas Simmental/
Simbrah Association

President - Casey Buzzard
825 Usener St. #726 | Houston, TX 77009

903-701-7929
info.txsimmentalsimbrah@gmail.com

www.texassimmentalsimbrah.com

Irrigated                                           Fertilized

QUALITY COASTAL HAY & ALFALFA
SPRIGGING AVAILABLE • COASTAL • TIFTON 85 • JIGGS

1300 Bootleg Road Larry 830/570-0878
Pleasanton, TX 78064 Dustin 830/570-2551

jasikhayfarms.com

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

B U L L S
CHAROLA IS

ANGUS
A large selection of two year olds, perform-
ance records, range raised and range
ready, fertility tested, all virgin. Quality to
compare anywhere!

PAT GRISWOLD
CATTLE CO.
Goldthwaite, Texas

817/946-8320 mobile

Wesley Theuret
Herefords

Horned Bulls
and Females

2348 CR 165, Kenedy, TX 78119
theuret@sbcglobal.net 210/315-0103

Fojtik Farms has
round bales for sale.

$70 per bale.
Felix 361-765-2923.



FARMS AND RANCHES FOR SALE
•30 Acres. Corner Kaufman & Henderson Counties. Long Frontage On AGood
County Road, 1/4 Mile Off FM. Nice Home Site. Good Grass. $300,000.00.

•208 Acres. Kaufman County. 30 Miles From 
Dallas Courthouse. Over AMile of U.S. Hwy. 
Frontage. $14,000.00 Per Acre.

Listings Needed,
Hunting & Cattle Ranches

•Semen Collection & Processing
•CSS Available Facility

•Storage •Shipping •Supplies
•A.I. •Embryo Collections

•A.I. Training Schools
At our facilities or on-farm collecting

18035 FM 17 • Canton, TX 75103
Toll Free 1-866-604-4044

Fax 903-567-6587

www.championgenetics.com
Brenda Barton • 903/567-4044 (Office)

Craig Barton • 903/920-3223
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Joe Priest Real Estate
Texas & Oklahoma Broker
209 N. Kaufman St.

Seagoville, TX 75159
1-800-671-4548

Mobile: 214-676-6973
Fax: 972-287-4553

www.joepriestre.net

Accredit Buyer Representation (ABR) - We Can Help Buyers.

31-Real Estate For Sale

If a great picture is worth $1,000
Imagine the value of a great video.

WADE FISHER • 254/319-5349
wade@idealvideoproductions.com
www.idealvideoproductions.com

30-Semen/Embryos

27-Services
28-Trucks/Trailers

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

VISIT: www.
southernlivestock.com

or call 210/524-9697

To Place Ads,
Call:  210/524-9697

Visit Us Online At: 
www. southernlivestock.com

For The Latest News and Sale Reports!

www.southernlivestock.com

1312 Rodden Dr.
Decatur, TX 76234

972/839-6485
www.doaklambert.com

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

26-Auctioneers/Sale Mgmt.

3G SALES & SERVICE
MIKE GREEN

915 Pearidge • Franklin, GA 30217
979/229-6563 • threeg1990@yahoo.com

Private Treaty Marketing
Sales Management

Consultation
Reproductive Physiology

(A.I. and Palpation)

GREG CLIFTON
Auctioneer

817-313-5250

2701 Fox Glenn Ct.
Hurst, Texas 76054

To Place Ads, Call: 210/524-9697

To Place Ads, Call:
210/524-9697

FOJTIK AUCTION
& EQUIPMENT CO.

SINCE 1970
10312 I.H. 37 • Mathis, Texas 78368

361/547-9400 Office • 361/547-2561 Fax
361/765-2923/Auctioneer-Felix Fojtik

TxLic. #11684

P.O. Box 1941 • Beeville, TX 78104
Office: 361-362-COWS • Fax: 361-362-1035

Mobile: 361-362-5863
Email: casascattle@hotmail.com

TXE-127-006591
Auctioneer & Sale Manager

7320 Triple Elm North
San Antonio, Texas 78263

210/648-5475 Ofc. - 210/648-4939 Fax
210/415-0888 Mobile

Richard Hood Mark Cowan
979/224-6150 903/495-4522
hoodgert@aol.com mark@amscattle.com

OUTFRONT CATTLE SERVICE
DENNIS ADAMS
P.O. BOX 10590

COLLEGE STATION, TX 77842
979/693-1301 • 979/229-4472 (M)

EMAIL: dennis@outfrontcattle.com

19-Livestock Supplies

17-Hay/Feed/Seed

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY
HORSE QUALITY
In LaRue, Texas

Contact: Jay Sturgess

7333 CR 4712 • LaRue, Texas 75770

(903) 681-0725

Proper hay storage reduces waste and increases profit
By Linda Geist, University of Missouri Extension

Columbia, Mo. – There
are two ways to more hay:
Grow more or store it bet-
ter.

Many factors influence
how bales make the trip
from the field to the cow,
says Jim Humphrey, a
University of Missouri
agronomist and member of
the NRCS+MU Grass-
lands Project.

Environmental factors
such as sunlight, precipita-

tion, evaporation and
ground conditions can
affect quality.

The size of the bale
itself affects how much hay
is wasted, says Humphrey.
Larger-diameter bales
have less loss. Smaller bales
have about twice as much
exposed surface for the
same amount of hay.

In a 5-foot bale, more
than 30% of the bale is in
the outer 6 inches, the part

most apt to be wasted.
More than 26% is in the
next 6 inches. Just over
20% is in the well-protect-
ed 12-inch center core.

In a 66-inch bale weigh-
ing 1,400 pounds, 17.7% of
the bale—248 pounds—is
in the outer 3 inches. The
next 3 inches make up
27.2% or 381 pounds of the
bale. In other words,
Humphrey says, 44.9% of
the total bale is in the outer

9 inches, the part most vul-
nerable to weathering.

Ideally, hay bales should
be stored in a covered, pro-
tected area. Most are not.
Producers can still reduce
waste by changing a few
things when storing bales
outside:

Stack bales end-to-end.
Open-faced bales re-

ceive damage from sunlight
and precipitation on the

(Continued on page 16)

ple cooking meals at home,
said Odessa Keenan, Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension
Service program coordi-
nator for the agency’s
Dinner Tonight initiative,
Bryan-College Station.

“For the majority of
2020, people have mostly
had to stay at home and
have generally been unable
to enjoy their favorite
restaurants unless it’s for
takeout,” Keenan said. “As
a result, more people have
begun — or returned to —
cooking at home. And
while this trend began
mainly out of necessity, it
will likely continue because

people have found it to be
an enjoyable experience.”

Keenan said home meal
preparation allows people
to personalize their food
choices, is generally health-
ier and less expensive,
saves travel time and
makes it easier to watch
calories.

“Preparing meals and
dining at home also helps
with family bonding and
creates a more intimate
experience than taking the
family to a crowded restau-
rant,” Keenan said. “Not
only that, cooking with the
family helps teach kids an
important skill and can
help them create healthier
eating habits.”

Keenan said home
cooking also allows the
flexibility of choosing more
healthful ingredients for
making meals with fewer
calories, saturated fats and
sugars.
“As people have become
more concerned with their
health and more aware of
the connection between
nutrition and well-being,
they are now more focused
on preparing healthier
meals for themselves and
their families,” she said.
“This is a trend that has
been growing and we
expect to continue through
2021 and beyond.”

Keenan said to help
provide busy families with
quick, healthy and cost-
effective recipes that are
also tasty, AgriLife Exten-
sion developed the Dinner
Tonight program. The pro-
gram provides free recipes
and offers free weekly
video demonstrations on
food preparation tech-
niques, nutrition topics,
menu planning and healthy
living.

More attention to food
quality, food chain

Rebecca Seguin-Fow-
ler, Ph.D., associate direc-
tor of Texas A&M Agri
Life Research and associ-
ate professor in the
Department of Nutrition,

said greater transparency
in each link of the food
chain will be another
important nutrition trend
for 2021.

“In recent years, con-
sumers have been eager for
more transparency related
to the foods they eat and
beverages they drink,” she
said. “They want to know
where and how their food is
grown — and what, if any,
alterations are made to a
product before it gets to
their table.”

Seguin-Fowler said con-
sumers look for brands
they can trust to deliver a
high-quality, consistent,
safe experience that meets
their personal nutritional
needs and preferences.

“Consumers will contin-
ue to be more specific
about what types of food
and products they feel will
provide them with safe and
nutritious options,” she
said. “People are increas-
ingly curious and knowl-
edgeable about ingredients
and nutritional content, as
well as where their foods
come from.”

Seguin-Fowler also
noted that shortages of
some foods and other food
access challenges during
the pandemic have drawn
consumer attention to
alternative food choices.

“People have discov-
ered new foods or have
found alternatives to the
foods they typically pur-
chase,” she said. “In some
instances, they may have
decided these foods were
as good as or better than
their regular choices.”
Greater focus on foods that

support the immune sys-
tem

The COVID-19 pan-
demic has also made con-
sumers more aware of the
importance of nutrition in a
healthy immune system. 

“Eating a healthy diet is
one way to support a
healthy immune system,”
said Jenna Anding, Ph.D.
professor and AgriLife

Extension specialist in the
Department of Nutrition
and Food Science in Texas
A&M’s College of Agri-
culture and Life Science.
“There are many nutrients
that benefit the immune
system and overall health.” 

For example, Anding
said the protein found in
lean meats, poultry, eggs,
seafood, beans, peas and
nuts can help support the
immune system. “So does
vitamin A, which is found
in carrots, broccoli,
spinach, sweet potatoes,
red bell peppers, apricots
and other foods fortified
with vitamin A such as
milk,” she said. “The same
goes for vitamin C, which
you get from citrus fruits,
strawberries, bell peppers
and tomatoes.”

Anding also noted that
vitamin E, which is found in
sunflower seeds, almonds,
peanut butter and avoca-
dos, works as an antioxi-
dant and can also help sup-
port immune function.
Zinc, found in poultry,
seafood, lean meats, milk,
whole grains, beans, seeds
and nuts, also supports the
immune system and plays a
role in wound healing.

“These are just some of
the nutrients that can play a
role in supporting a healthy
immune system,” she said.
“Other beneficial nutrients
include vitamins B6, B12
and folate as well as miner-
als such as copper, seleni-
um and iron.”
Anding noted the best way
to obtain these nutrients is

through food.
“No single nutrient is

going to protect you from
illness,” Anding said.
“Choose a diet that in-
cludes a variety of nutrient-
dense foods, including
fruits, vegetables, lean
meats, whole grains, nuts,
seeds and low-fat dairy
products. And check with a
registered dietitian or your
health care provider before
taking any nutritional sup-
plements.”

(Continued from page 13)
Trends...
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two exposed ends. The
outer 6 inches on each side
makes up 280 pounds or
20% of a 5 x 5.5-foot round
bale weighing 1,400

pounds.
This is a significant

amount of resources and
cash in a beef operation,
Humphrey says. For exam-
ple, producers can reduce
the number of 5 x 5.5-foot
bales fed from 303 to 242

for 100 cows from Dec. 1 to
April 15. “Assuming hay
sells for $55 per bale, that is
an additional $3,355,” he
says.
Do not overestimate bale

density.
It is easy to misjudge dry

matter in bales, Humphrey
says. He uses figures from
Jason Banta’s work at
Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension service,  agrilife-
extension.tamu.edu/library
/ranching/bale-weight-
how-important-is-it/ as a
guide but recommends that
producers assume the bale
weighs 10% less than the
naked eye might guess.

Tighter, denser bales repel
water better and pick up
less moisture from the
ground.

Store bales properly.
Put hay under a roof if

you can. As spoilage
occurs, bales flatten and

squat closer to the ground.
This increases the amount
of surface exposed to mois-
ture.

Bales stored on damp
soil flatten more easily and
spoil quicker than properly
stored bales, says Charles

Ellis, MU Extension agri-
cultural engineering spe-
cialist.

Store bales away from
trees. Choose a sunny loca-

tion with a breeze.
Store bales end-to-end

on elevated ground that
drains well. The round
sides of the bale should not
touch each other. Leave
about 3 feet between rows
of bales. This makes them
easier to access with trac-
tors and also makes it easi-
er to do forage tests.
Different feeding methods

reduce waste.
Studies from the MU

Forage Systems Research
Center show that feeding
rings reduce waste.

But not all rings are cre-
ated equal. Studies show
that open rings have 20%
waste, compared to 5% for
cone rings. To calculate hay
ring waste, Ellis recom-
mends the Noble Research
Institute’s website. Search
for “hay ring waste” at
www.noble.org. Large,
round bales unrolled for
feeding have about 43%
waste. The advantage of
unrolling bales is that
aggressive cows can be
spaced away from more
timid ones, which results in
less hoof damage from
cows competing for space
at the ring.

Feed hay in well-drained
areas.

Feed on dry, elevated
surfaces or a pad to reduce
waste.

Feed in small amounts.
Limit access to bales.

While more convenient,
feeding less often adds to
waste. Limiting access
gives cows less opportunity
to trample or soil hay. But
do not overfeed, Ellis says.
Make animals clean up the
majority of hay before
adding new bales.

Consider herd dynamics.
Cull aggressive animals

that take feed away from
ones that are more timid.
Have enough feeding rings
to avoid crowding.

Feed hay stored outside
before hay stored inside.

Hay stored outside usu-
ally has more spoilage and
lower palatability than hay
stored inside. Cattle will
waste a greater percentage
of poor-quality hay than of
good-quality hay.

For more information,
see the MU Extension pub-
lication “Reducing Losses
When Feeding Hay to Beef
Cattle” at extension.mis-
souri.edu/g4570.

See also: “Bale Weight:
How Important Is It?” at
agrilifeextension.tamu.edu
/library/ranching/bale-
weight-how-important-is-
it(opens in new window).

(Continued from page 15)
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Manna Pre-Cast
Concrete, Inc.

Bay City, TX
888-262-6627

View our product line at:
www.

mannaprecastconcrete.com
J  In-Line  Feed  Trough

TANK COATINGS - ROOF COATINGS
Available for Metal, Composition,

Shingles or Tar Roofs.
Long lasting and easy to apply.

We also manufacture Tank Coatings for Concrete,
Rock, Steel, Galvanized and Mobile tanks.

Call For Our Free Catalog.

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO.
806-352-2761

www.virdenproducts.com


