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L
et’s be real. No
one is surprised
that Applebee’s
has backed out
from this area

once again. I’m starting
to think they’re commit-
ment-phobes.

According to Danielle
Williams, City of Victoria’s
Economic Development
Director, Applebee’s is no
longer moving into the old
Taco Bueno location at 8507
N. Navarro St. Shocking, I
know.

I wish I could say it’s
one of those “It’s not me,
it’s you” types of situa-
tions with Applebee’s, but
it feels a bit personal now
that the restaurant has
teased coming back to our
area twice now. When the
restaurant first left Vic-
toria over 20 years ago, it
claimed it shuttered its
doors due to low custom-
er turnout, increasing
competition and staffing
issues.

In 2013, the chain gave
Port Lavaca the runaround
when it looked to build a
4,400-square-foot restau-
rant between the Wal-
greens and the O’Reilly’s
Auto Parts store on SH-35
N. Even after the town vot-
ed to extended late-night
drinking hours for the
restaurant despite fears of
creating a club atmosphere,
the restaurant chain never
came to fruition.

To paraphrase President
George W. Bush, “Fool me
once, shame on you. If you

fool me once, you can’t fool
me again.”

So when it was an-
nounced in November that
Applebee’s was coming
back to Victoria, residents
weren’t all that thrilled,
especially because it was
a to-go only store front.
From what I’ve heard
about Applebee’s, one
of their biggest draws is
their dollaritas. I seriously
struggle to find the incen-
tive to visit an Applebee’s
To-Go. I don’t think it’s the
food so much as the social
setting asthe main reason
people choose to go to Ap-
plebee’s.

When Applebee’s teased
their second coming to Vic-
toria, I know some residents
wished it would move into
the old Red Lobster building
on Zac Lentz Parkway, but
that has already been tak-
en over by El Torro, a chain
Mexican food restaurant.

With Applebee’s no lon-
ger coming to town, that
still leaves the old Taco
Bueno building empty. I
know what you’re gonna
say ... CHIPLOTLE!

Once again, I find it hard
to believe Chipotle would
try to come back to Victo-
ria. They tried it once and
it failed to thrive. Grant-
ed, the chain was dealing
with a E. coli outbreak at
the time, but it was also
right next door to a locally
ownedMexican restaurant,
Los Reyes.
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Applebee’s pulls out
of Victoria ... again
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BAYSIDE – It’s early. The waves ringtone
on the cellphone with its incessant sound in-
vades Lauren Dunlap’s head. She reaches to
turn thedinoff andscrambles toget ready for
another long day on the bay,where the sound
of real waves exists.

For Lauren’sworld is an oyster.
Lauren, who was born in Corpus Christi,

found her passion after earning a degree in
business from SamHouston State University
where she had taken courses in biology and
chemistry.

She tested thewaters at Pfizer Pharmaceu-
tical and Thermomass Construction (insulat-
ed wall panels) and Praxair (air separation
gasses). But oyster farming topped any and
all other paths.

Now the 44-year-old woman owns Copano

Oyster Company, a business she founded and
workedhard to establish.Herbase is inAran-
sas County on the shoreline of CopanoBay.

“I get up at 5:45 a.m., and I arrive at the of-
fice at 7 a.m. We try to get on the water after
the boat is loaded … take cages, clean bags
and tumble the cages,” Dunlap said. “Now,
we harvest two days aweek.We distribute on
Wednesday andFriday till 11:30 p.m.”

At 7:30 a.m. on those distribution days,
Dunlap takes off to San Antonio and Austin,
where restaurants have contracted for her
oysters.

She uses interns for part of her crew. Evan
Mathews is one of those interns from Tar-
leton State, but he resides in Bayside.

His interests at TarletonState includewild-
life sustainability, eco system sciences and he
has a concentration in fisheries. Now he puts

OYSTER INDUSTRY

Her world is an oyster: Bayside woman farms Copano Bay

Lauren Dunlap on her boat talking to a customer (con-
tributed photo).

An Applebee’s To-Go restaurant was set to move into the old
Taco Bueno but has since backed out. (Madison O’Hara/Victoria
Advocate)
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M
arilynPowell of Goliad
has dealtwith screw-
wormsbefore.As ayoung
girl, she saw theway
thefly larvaewreaked

havoc onher family’s livestock,
she saw thedevastation it brought
to the cattle industry back in the
1970s. Sheneverwanted to see one
again, but as an infestation of New
WorldScrewwormsmakes itsway
up throughMexico, shemayonce
againhave to face thenasty little
maggots.

“I’ve seen them before, and I nev-
er want to see them again. It was sad
seeing what the screwworms did the
cattle,” said Powell, whose family has
been in the cattle industry for more
than fourgenerations. “Formanypeo-
ple in our area, our cattle is our liveli-
hood.”

Powell was the only child in her
family with legs long enough to reach
the pedals of her daddy’s truck out on
theranch.Asayounggirl, shegrewup
wrangling calves, staining her hands
with the sticky purple medicine to
treat her family’s livestock for screw-
worms. The violent purple dye from
the Prozap would stain her hands for
months afterwards.

In the glove box of the farm truck,
she remembers her screwwormbattle
kit: a bottle of 70% isopropyl alcohol, a
pair of tweezers andgloves.

No longer a wide-eyed little girl,
Powell is a retired nurse with about
300 acres of land in Goliad and over
100 heads of cattle, including dozens
of calves. She fears for her livestock
nowmore than ever as theNewWorld
Screwworms sits around 370 miles
from theU.S. border.

“I’m older now and I’m in a wheel-
chair,” Powell said. “If these things
come back, I worry I wouldn’t be able
to checkmycattle like I used to.”

She’s not alone in her fears. On
Thursday evening, nearly 50 small lo-
cal independent cattlemen from Vic-
toria, Goliad andDeWitt County gath-
ered in Goliad to educate themselves
onthepotentialdangersanewwaveof
screwworms could bring to the area.

Screwworms are parasitic flies that
lay larvae inopenwoundsandorifices
of warm-bloodanimals.These larvae/
maggots burrow into the flesh, caus-
ing severe pain, extensive damage and
sometimesevendeathif leftuntreated.

While not yet in the U.S., organiza-
tionsliketheIndependentCattlemen’s
Association of Texas is looking to get
ahead of the issue before it becomes a
problem.

“Arming the public without the
onlysolutionavailable toeradicate the
NewWorldScrewwormswillonlypro-
voke fear,”CooperLittle,ExecutiveDi-
rector of the IndependentCattlemen’s
Association of Texas, said. “The only
proven way to eradicate screwworms
is sterile flyproduction.”

On Friday, Secretary of Agricul-
ture Brooke Rollins announced that
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
will spend up to $750 million to build
a facility inEdinburgh,Texas thatwill
produce an estimated 300million ster-
ile flies aweek.

Rollins did not mentioned when
the production plant would open,
but has previously said that such a

LOCAL CATTLE INDUSTRY

Local cattlemen encouraged by USDA message concerning screwworm
GOOD NEWS

The U.S. is opening a facility in the Rio Grande Valley to help stop the spread of the screwworm, a parasitic fly that could threaten
the state’s cattle industry. (Justin Hamel/Texas Tribune).
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The larvae of the New World screwworm fly eat healthy tissue of mammals, primarily
affecting livestock. (USDA APHIS photo)
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facility would take two to
three years to build.

For the farmers and
ranchers of Texas, it can’t
come soon enough. New
World Screwworms could
be in the state as soon as
springtime 2026. It will be
the first production facility
in the U.S. and will lessen
the country’s dependence
on Panama and Mexico’s
production facilities.

Workers at the sterile fly
production facilities mass
produce and sterilize male
flies and then release them
to mate with wild female
files, which reduces pest
populations such as fruit
flies and New World Screw-
worms.

Alongwith an investment
in a new production facility,
$8.5 million is being invest-
ed in a screwworm disper-
sal facility. This facility is

currently under construc-
tion at Moore Air Base in
Edinburg, which is 20 miles
north of the U.S.-Mexico
border.

The dispersal facility will
take larvae produced in
Panama or Mexico, grow
them and later distribute
the hatched sterile flies into
infested areas.

“Now is the time for us
to start taking precautions
and implementing preven-
tion methods because it of-
ten takes time to fund and
build these state of the art
facilities,” Little said. “We
might skate by this summer
if Mexico does its due dili-
gence and if there’s an early
winter.”

For cattlemen like Pow-
ell, Friday’s news comes as
a relief. As these old school
ranchers know, the best
management is good pre-
vention.

“Screwworms are near-
ly inevitable at this point

but we might make it to the
spring. I’m almost 99% sure
screwworms will be here
next summer if we didn’t
have this sterile fly produc-
tion facility being built,”
Little said. “This is exactly
what we wanted and it is a
substantial investment.”

Screwwormsdon’t just in-
fest livestock, they can also
infest pets, wildlife and even
humans.

“This affects everyonenot
just cattlemen. If you eat
beef, it affects the food on
your plate,” Little said. “The
supply chainwill suffer, pro-
duction prices will increase
and prices will go up. If you
hunt, this is going to affect
wildlife and the hunting in-
dustry aswell.”

Screwworms don’t re-
main in rural areas though.
They can travel long dis-
tances (6 or 12 miles), but
fortunately, they are not
contagious from animal to
animal.

“Producers are the front
line of defense,” Ty Billings,
Regional Manger with the
Texas Animal Health Com-
mission, said. “Perform
routine inspections, treat
wounds and wait until the
cooler months to perform
procedures that cause an
opening in the skin.”

Screwworm flies are big-
ger than house flies and
have noticeable orange eyes,
metallicblueorgreenbodies
withthreedarkstripesalong
their backs. Their larvae are
pale, cylindrical and have
a pointed end with rings of
dark brown spines around
their body.

“We’ve been here before,
we’ve pushed it back before
decadesagoandwewill do it
again,”Little said.

MadisonO’Hara is a
news reporter for theVicto-
riaAdvocate. You can reach
her atmadison.ohara@
vicad.com.
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VictoriaAdvocate.com.

DAILY POLL CORRECTIONS
Areyouconcerned forarea
cattle farmerswith thepos-
siblemovementof thescrew
worm into theUnitedStates?

The Advocate wants to cor-
rect promptly any error in
fact or clarify any mislead-
ing information we publish.
To report any error or need
for clarification, please call
361-574-1222.

FRIDAY’S RESULTS IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
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Now that school is back in session, will
you attend a high school sporting event
any time in the next week?

Accountability: City manager says
boil water notices ‘could have been
prevented’

Most viewed as of 4 p.m. Friday.

Read more at VictoriaAdvocate.com.

VICTORIA INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Victoria ISD is celebrating an-
other major achievement in the
Texas EducationAgency’s 2025

A–F Accountability Ratings,
earning an overall “A” rating
in College, Career, and Mili-
tary

Readiness (CCMR) and an “A”
for its graduation rate, with an im-
pressive 98.2% compared to

the State’s 92.1%.
These latest results highlight

the district’s commitment to pre-
paring students in “Finding Their
&”

for success beyond high school,

whether they choose to continue
their education, begin a

career, or serve in themilitary.

Campus Highlights
• Victoria East High School –

CCMR: A, Graduation Rate: A at
99.5%

• Victoria West High School –
CCMR: A, Graduation Rate: A at
99.4%

• VISD Success Academy –
CCMR:A, GraduationRate: 97%

What is CCMR?
College, Career, and Military

Readiness is a state measure of
howwell high schools prepare

studentsforlifeaftergraduation.

Schools earn CCMR points when
students:

• Meet college readiness

benchmarksonSAT,ACT, orTSIA
tests

• Complete advanced course-
work suchasAdvancedPlacement
and/or dual credit lasses

• Earn industry-based certifica-
tions

•Enlist in theU.S.ArmedForces
• Successfully complete college

prep courses or meet other post-
secondary readiness

indicators
An “A” rating in CCMR means

VISD students are graduating
with the skills, credentials, and

knowledge to thrive in their
lives after high school.

“These results confirmwhat we
already know: our teachers and

other staff are doing exception-
al work in preparing graduates
for post-secondary success,” said
Superintendent Sheila Collazo.
“From the classroom to gradua-
tion day, we are intentional about
creatingopportunities forstudents
to thrive in their chosen path.”

This announcement builds on
the district’s earlier celebration of
academic achievement, where

VISDsawhugegainsacross cam-
puses and zero F-rated schools in
thisyear’sAccountability ratings.

Together, the academic growth,
strong CCMR results, and re-
cord-high graduation rates show-
case VISD’s commitment to
Achieving Excellence forAll!

EDUCATION

VISD earns ‘A’ ratings from Texas Education Agency

VISD logo

I just don’t foresee the
business trying another
store inVictoria, but I hope
for all y’all’s sake, theMex-
ican grill gives Victoria a
second chance.

In this column called

AskMadison,Madison
O’Hara, a Victoria native
and Advocate reporter,
answers questions readers
have about anything and
everything to do with the
Crossroads. Email your
question toMadison at
askmadison@vicad.com or
call her at 361-580-6558.

MADISON
continued from A1

SCREWWORM
continued from A1




